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INTRODUCTION

The Secretariat of the Economic Commission

for Western Asia is pleased to present the

fourth issue of the Statistical Abstract cover-

' ing the period 1970-1979.

Among the new additions in this issue are

data on the Palestinian People that were not

included in the previous issues due to some

difficulties and constraints. Available

official publications have been used to obtain

maximum data that are comparable to those of

the countries of the region.

While this issue presents data profiles

of the countries of Western Asia, the Secretariat

will issue before the end of this year a publi

cation on the major economic and social indicators

of the whole Arab World arranged by subject and

covering the period 1970-1979.

Available statistics for each country are

presented in tables grouped in nine sections as

follows: I- Population, II- Social Statistics,
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Trade, VIII- Finance and IX- Transport, Communi- . ,

cation and Tourism.

Statistics were mainly obtained from the

national statistics departments. Sources are

indicated in footnotes to individual tables.

Whenever data obtained from national statistics

departments are included in an official national

publication, the latter source has been quoted

for easy reference.

The Secretariat of the Economic Commission

for Western Asia wishes to express its apprecia

tion to the national statistical offices and

regional organizations for their co-operation in

providing data and comments and would welcome

any further comments or suggestions from users

of the Abstract.
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