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GLOBAL INVESTMENT 

TRENDS (with SOME 

REGIONAL FLAVOR)



Global FDI down 13% in 2018

FDI inflows, global and by economic group, 2007–2018 
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



FDI flows to developing economies remain 

steady 

FDI inflows, by region, 2017–2018
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Manufacturing investment rebounds, but 

concentrated in Asia
Average value of announced FDI greenfield projects in manufacturing, 2005–2018
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Developing economies: sources of external finance, 2009–2018
(Billions of dollars)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

FDI flows prove resilient as a source of external finance



FDI inflows and the underlying trend, 1990–2018
(Indexed, 2010 = 100)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

The underlying FDI trend anemic since 2008



Indicators of international production, tangible and intangible, 2010–2018
(Indexed, 2010 = 100)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

Asset-light forms of investment on the rise



FDI inflows in North Africa and West Asia, 2010–2018

(Millions of dollars and per cent)

a West Asia without Turkey.



FDI inflows in North Africa, by economy, 2010–2018

(Millions of dollars)



FDI inflows in West Asia, by economy, 2010–2018

(Millions of dollars)



FDI outflows from North Africa and West Asia, 2010–
2018

(Millions of dollars and per cent)

a West Asia without Turkey.



(Millions of dollars)

FDI Outflows from North Africa, by economy, 2010–2018



FDI outflows from West Asia, by economy, 2010–2018

(Millions of dollars)



SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONES



Special economic zones (SEZs) widely used 

around the world
Historical trend in SEZs
(Numbers of countries and SEZs)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Particularly concentrated in developing economies

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Distribution of zone types by region or grouping 

(%)



Zone types follow an SEZ development ladder

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

The SEZ development ladder



Emerging challenges and possible policy responses

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Check out special issue of the 

Transnational Corporations Journal

on SEZs. For queries and 

submissions to the 

TNC Journal: tncj@unctad.org

THANKS!

worldinvestmentreport.uncta

d.org

investmentpolicy.unctad.

org



BACKUP



BACKUP  1

RECENT POLICY  

DEVELOPMENTS AND 

KEY ISSUES



Stance towards foreign investment turning more 

critical
Changes in national investment policies, 2003−2018
(Per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Screening mechanisms gaining importance

New FDI screening policies by category, 2011–March 2019
(Per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



International investment policymaking in a dynamic 

phase
Number of IIAs signed, 1980−2018

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Investors continue to resort to old-generation treaties

Trends in known treaty-based ISDS cases, 1987−2018

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Stock exchange sustainability mechanisms offered
(Number of exchanges)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

Capital market policies to promote sustainability 

transitioning to mainstream



BACKUP  2

MORE ON SEZs



Role of SEZs – Survey of investment promotion 

agencies

Contribution of SEZs to investment promotion
(Percentage of respondents)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Comprehensive monitoring and evaluation essential 

SEZ sustainable development “profit and loss statement”

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Lessons for modern zone development

Lessons learned from SEZ experience

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



A diverse set of economies embrace SEZs

Economies with the most SEZs, 2019

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



(100% = 127 SEZs)

Note: Libya: NA

1/3 of SEZs in North Africa and West Asia in the UAE



Number of SEZs in North Africa and West Asia, by 

functionality, in 2018 (100% = 127 

SEZs)

Number of SEZs in the UAE, by functionality, in 2018 

(100% = 47 SEZs)

Number of SEZs in developing countries, by functionality, 

in 2018(100% = 4 772 SEZs)

Different mix of functionalities of SEZs in the region



Year of the first promulgation of law establishing 

SEZs in North Africa and West Asia 



Policy options for the creation of SDG model zones

Illustrative list

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.


