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Summary 
 

 The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and the United Nations 
Statistics Division (UNSD) jointly organized the Expert Group Meeting on Data and Indicators to 
Monitor Progress Towards Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the ESCWA Region in 
collaboration with the Central Administration of Statistics (CAS) in Lebanon and the Arab Institute for 
Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS) in Iraq. The meeting was held at United Nations House, 
Beirut from 9 to 13 February 2004.  
 
 Discussions focused on the following topics: (a) strengthening national capacities for the 
production of timely, accurate, reliable, valid and comparable MDG-related statistics and indicators and 
preparation of national MDG reports with a view to benchmark years; (b) reviewing concepts, 
definitions and measurement techniques pertaining to MDG statistics and indicators; (c) mechanisms to 
ensure consistency among national, regional and global databases; (d) coordination and cooperation 
between central statistical offices and other national producers of statistics, central statistical offices and 
United Nations lead agencies and among such lead agencies. 
 
 The meeting concluded with the adoption of a list of recommendations to be considered by Arab 
countries, national statistical offices and United Nations lead agencies involved in the implementation 
of the MDG framework. These recommendations emphasized: (a) the importance of national ownership 
of the process leading to the preparation of national MDG reports; (b) the importance of producing 
timely, accurate, reliable, valid and comparable MDG statistics and indicators, including improvements 
to national household survey programmes and utilization of the appropriate proxy indicators or 
estimations as required; (c) the need for United Nations lead agencies to provide technical assistance for 
the purpose of strengthening the statistical capacities of Arab countries and better coordinate their 
efforts in this regard. 
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Introduction 
 
1. The Expert Group Meeting on Data and Indicators to Monitor Progress Towards Millenium 
Development Goals in the ESCWA Region was organized jointly by ESCWA and UNSD and hosted jointly 
by ESCWA, the Central Administration for Statistics in Lebanon and the Arab Institute for Training and 
Research in Statistics in Iraq. The meeting was held at United Nations House, Beirut, from 9 to 13 February 
2004. The objective of the meeting was to improve the understanding of national statisticians and analysts of 
MDGs and strengthen national capacities for the production of statistics and indicators to monitor progress 
towards the achievement of MDGs. 
 

I.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2. Participants agreed to a list of recommendations to be considered by Arab countries, national statistical 
offices and concerned United Nations agencies in order to facilitate the process of national implementation 
and reporting on MDGs. 
 

A.  RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS 
 
3. The following recommendations were made to governments: 
 
 (a) Arab countries should establish a mechanism that would ensure data consistency at the national 
level and report new and updated MDG data, as well as all other statistics and indicators, to ESCWA, UNSD 
and competent lead agencies on a regular basis in order to ensure data consistency at the regional and global 
levels; 
 
 (b) Arab countries that have not prepared, or have prepared but not published, country progress 
reports on MDGs should exert every effort to ensure that such reports are prepared and published as soon as 
possible, taking into account the 2005 benchmark year. Special attention should be given to enhancing 
national ownership and ensuring that the processes leading to the MDG report are inclusive; 
 
 (c) Arab countries should consider the establishment of comprehensive national household income 
and expenditure surveys in their household survey programme on a regular basis, oriented to the 
measurement of hunger and poverty, with more frequent coverage using smaller surveys of short-term trends 
in principal aggregates. Average household income and expenditures statistics derived from household 
surveys should be systematically compared with the same series in national accounts and research should be 
undertaken in order to analyse and resolve differences. Those countries that have already conducted national 
household income and expenditure surveys could add food consumption analysis in order to enhance food 
security assessment and establish monitoring strategies. Arab countries should also consider the inclusion of 
information and communication technology (ICT) measurement in national household surveys; 
 
 (d) Arab countries could consider implementation of the multi-cluster indicators survey planned for 
2005 (MICS3) for the purpose of generating data on a number of MDGs; 
 
 (e) Arab countries must review and improve the concepts, definitions, classifications and 
methodologies underlying labour force surveys in order to ensure that such surveys comply with 
international standards and capture the full extent of the contribution of women to the labour market and, in 
particular, their participation in the informal sector as this accounts for a large proportion of their work. Arab 
countries are strongly encouraged to consult the technical report published by UNSD and the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) entitled Collection of Economic Characteristics in Population Censuses 
(ST/ESA/STAT/119); 
 
 (f) Arab countries are strongly encouraged to coordinate with the United Nations Population 
Division (UNPD) and provide demographic inputs in order to enable UNPD to produce accurate population 
projections with national consensus; 
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 (g) In the event that data for an MDG indicator are unavailable during the preparation of country 
reports, Arab countries are strongly encouraged to select a proxy indicator that relates directly to the target 
and goal for the MDG indicator being substituted or, if possible, provide an estimate. 

 
B.  RECOMMENDATIONS TO CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICES 

 
4. The following recommendations were made to central statistical offices: 

 
 (a) Central statistical offices of Arab countries must be engaged in the preparation of country 
progress reports on MDGs and serve as the focal point for all cooperation in the preparation of MDG 
statistics and indicators. As such, central statistical offices should integrate the collection and compilation of 
MDG indicators into their work plans and promote reliability, data quality, methodological transparency and 
ease of access to data among all national statistical sources; 
 
 (b) Central statistical offices are strongly encouraged to coordinate work efforts with the various 
ministries in order to enhance the quality of statistics and indicators in different areas, such as health, 
education and labour, as well as ensure the consistency of data at the national level; 
 
 (c) Central statistical offices and concerned ministries should adhere to the standards for data 
collection and calculation methodologies for related indicators set by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and World Health Organization (WHO) in the preparation of 
MDG data and indicators.  

 
C.  RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONCERNED UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES 

 
5. The following recommendations were made to concerned United Nations agencies: 

 
 (a) United Nations agencies in the region should coordinate their efforts in order to produce a 
comprehensive MDG report that covers all Arab countries and addresses major development challenges as 
reflected in national MDG reports and disaggregated data. The lead role in this regard could be assumed by 
ESCWA and UNDP; 
 
 (b) Concerned United Nations agencies are urged to make provisions for the inclusion of new 
indicators pertaining to ICTs and the labour force and to ensure that all indicators in the MDG framework are 
gender-sensitive, starting from 2006; 
 
 (c) In order to facilitate the adoption of international standards and methodologies, FAO, 
UNICEF, UNESCO and WHO should provide central statistical offices and related ministries with 
the appropriate manuals for data collection and analysis. 

 
II.  MAIN TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

 
A.  MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS:  

INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL REPORTING 
 
6. A representative of the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) and a representative of ESCWA 
Secretariat presented papers on global and regional reporting on MDGs, respectively.  A representative of 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) then presented a paper on regional reporting and 
dissemination. 

 
7. The following points were raised during the discussion: 

 
 (a) Lack of consistency between national and regional or global databases; 
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 (b) Inconsistencies in data from different national sources such as central statistical offices and 
ministries; 
 
 (c) Anticipated costs of achieving MDGs by 2015; 
 
 (d) Proliferation of regional reports by different bodies such as ESCWA, League of Arab States and 
UNDP; 
 
 (e) Misunderstanding of concepts, definitions and methodologies for the calculation of particular 
MDG indicators; 
 
 (f) Use of proxy indicators and appropriate estimations in cases where data are unavailable; 
 
 (g) Importance of adherence to United Nations Development Group (UNDG) guidelines for reporting 
on MDGs; 
 
 (h) National ownership of the process leading to the preparation of national MDG reports; 
 
 (i) Technical capacity building for monitoring MDGs and enhancement of statistical literacy 
among data users. 
 
8. Representatives of UNDP, Palestine, Jordan and Egypt made presentations on national reporting on 
MDGs. 
 
9. Participants raised the following points during the discussion: 
 
 (a) The use of proxy indicators for the purpose of monitoring trends in MDGs when data quality is 
doubtful; 
 
 (b) The need to enhance the knowledge of governments and civil society about MDGs; 
 
 (c) The need for technical cooperation among ESCWA countries; 
 
 (d) The importance for Arab countries of developing a database capable of hosting all MDG-
related data and indicators and utilizing DevInfo database system in cases where no software exists. 
 

B.  GOAL 1:  ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER.  INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY  
FOR RELATED INDICATORS AND COUNTRY EXPERIENCES IN REPORTING 
 
10. A consultant from Cairo University introduced Goal 1 of the MDG framework on poverty and hunger 
and discussed the methodology for the calculation of related indicators on poverty.  Representatives of 
Kuwait, Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen made presentations on the experiences of their respective 
countries in monitoring this goal. 
 
11. The following points were raised during the discussion: 
 

 (a) Incorporation in national household survey programmes of smaller surveys, conducted on a 
biennial basis, complementary to the more complex and costly household income and consumption surveys 
that are carried out on a less frequent basis; 
 
 (b) Differences in the estimations of household income and consumption between the national 
accounts system and household surveys. Household surveys usually provide a value 40 per cent less than that 
reported by the national accounting process; 
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 (c) Multidimensional nature of poverty and the need to adopt new indicators capable of measuring 
these dimensions rather than relying solely on consumption as a measure of poverty. 
 
12. Representatives of UNICEF and FAO introduced the indicators on malnutrition and hunger, focusing 
on the methodology of their calculation. A representative of Sudan presented the experience of her country in 
monitoring this goal. 
 
13. During the discussion, the following points were raised: 
 

 (a) Improvements to the collection of data on nourishment patterns through demographic and 
household surveys; 
 
 (b) Conducting household surveys on a regular and coordinated basis rather than in an ad hoc 
fashion; 
 
 (c) Planned national implementation in 2005 of MICS3 in order to generate data on a number of 
MDGs, with particular regard to poverty and hunger; 
 
 (d) Importance of adhering to the indicators agreed under the MDG framework and avoiding the 
substitution of MDG indicators with weighted indices in order to ensure comparability, simplicity and 
clarity; 
 
 (e) Monitoring trends in food and agriculture in order to provide a more accurate measure of hunger. 
The fundamental issue behind hunger is inequality of access to food, rather than income, as not all income is 
directed toward food consumption. 
 

C.  GOAL 2:  ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION.  INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY  
FOR RELATED INDICATORS AND COUNTRY EXPERIENCES IN REPORTING 

 
14. A representative of UNESCO and a representative of the ESCWA Secretariat introduced Goal 2 of the 
MDG framework and discussed the methodology for calculation of the related indicators. Country 
presentations on monitoring this goal were made by representatives of Palestine, Morocco and Lebanon. 
 
15. The discussions focused on the following topics: 
 
 (a) The factors accounting for discrepancies between national education statistics and those published 
by UNESCO. The data published by UNESCO on population size, the denominator for the computation of 
enrolment rates, is estimated by UNPD. This estimate can differ from national reported population size and 
result in a discrepancy between UNESCO and national enrolment rates; 
 
 (b) The need for regional and international organizations that publish education statistics to give 
priority to national figures rather than estimates and coordinate with the concerned countries to ensure their 
approval of the published statistics. 
 

D.  GOAL 3:  PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN.  
INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY FOR RELATED INDICATORS 

 AND COUNTRY EXPERIENCES IN REPORTING 
 
16. A representative of the ESCWA Secretariat introduced Goal 3 of the MDG framework. He focused on 
the metadata related to the relevant indicators, including the definition, rationale, method of computation, 
data sources and concerned agencies and the status of these indicators in the ESCWA region.  He also 
identified the main challenges for reaching this goal.  A representative of Tunisia shared the experience of 
his country in monitoring Goal 3. 
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17. The following points were highlighted during the discussion: 
 
 (a) The need to collect data on the participation of women in the informal sector in order to reveal the 
full extent of their contribution to the economy; 
 
 (b) The need to improve household surveys in order to encompass specific data on the economic 
participation of women. 
 

E.  GOAL 4:  REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY.  INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY  
FOR RELATED INDICATORS AND COUNTRY EXPERIENCES IN REPORTING 
 
18. A representative of WHO introduced the MDG on the reduction of child mortality and discussed 
methodologies for the calculation of related indicators. Country presentations in monitoring child mortality 
rates were made by representatives of Jordan, Oman, Iraq and Lebanon. 
 
19. Discussions included the following main points: 
 
 (a) The importance of improving population censuses in order to generate data on child and infant 
mortality; 
 
 (b) The importance of selecting a representative population sample when conducting surveys, in 
particular as samples might at times exclude underprivileged segments of the population, such as those living 
in underserved remote areas; 
 
 (c) The quality of infant mortality data derived from population censuses and surveys is subject to the 
willingness or reluctance of respondents to discuss the matter as well as the sufficiency of their knowledge of 
the cause of death; 
 
 (d) Use of routine surveys and better registration of vital events for the purpose of filling data 
gaps. 

 
F.  GOAL 5:  IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH: INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY  

FOR RELATED INDICATORS AND COUNTRY EXPERIENCES IN REPORTING 
 
20. A representative of WHO introduced the MDG on the improvement of maternal health and discussed 
methodologies for the calculation of related indicators. Country presentations on monitoring this goal were 
made by representatives of Oman and Iraq. 
 
21. Discussions included the following main points: 
 
 (a) Importance of the sisterhood method as an indirect method for estimation of the maternal 
mortality ratio; 
 
 (b) Necessity of improving data collection methods, in particular on topics related to death; 
 
 (c) Role of WHO in assisting governments through the provision of health services, training 
programmes and preventive services that would lead to decrease in maternal mortalities; 
 
 (d) Development of dialogue between central statistical offices and WHO in order to improve health 
indicators. 
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G.  GOAL 6:  COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA  AND OTHER DISEASES. 
OVERVIEW OF INDICATORS 

 
22. No presentation was made on this topic as the majority of participants agreed that the indicators 
related to HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases were not relevant to their countries. For this reason, 
participants raised the issue of the importance of substituting such indicators with others pertaining to 
relevant diseases such as bilharzia in Egypt and cancer in Jordan. 
 

H.  GOAL 7:  ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. 
OVERVIEW OF INDICATORS 

 
23. A representative of the ESCWA Secretariat presented an overview of indicators on Goal 7, including 
the status of each indicator in the ESCWA region, the challenges to the achievement of Goal 7 targets, the 
supporting environment and priorities for national and foreign resource allocation. 
 
24. The discussion included the following main points: 
 
 (a) Problems facing the collection of data related to environmental conditions; 
 
 (b) Formulation of strategies aimed at ensuring environment sustainability and integration of 
environment issues into development plans and programmes; 
 
 (c) Need to better develop well-defined, measurable indicators related to environment; 
 
 (d) Need to enhance the capacity of statisticians related to environmental data analysis.  
 

I.  GOAL 8:  DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT.  
OVERVIEW OF INDICATORS 

 
25. A representative of the ESCWA Secretariat presented an overview of indicators on Goal 8 related to 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and another ESCWA representative presented other 
indicators on Goal 8 related to global partnership, including a brief review of the goal and its associated 
targets and indicators, as well as an overall evaluation. 
 
26. The following main points were raised during discussion of this topic:  
 
 (a) Need to better develop ICT indicators and their relationship to the development process as they 
are used by a category of the population and not the whole population; 
 
 (b) Role played by ESCWA in the establishment of national databases on foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in member countries in collaboration with the United Nations Commission on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) and its input into ongoing training courses, expert group meetings and capacity building 
seminars for government officials; 
 
 (c) Need to derive data from national sources; 
 
 (d) Dependency of effective partnership on trade relations and political considerations. 
 
III.  ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A.  DATE AND VENUE 
 
27. The Expert Group Meeting on Data and Indicators to Monitor Progress Towards MDGs in the 
ESCWA Region was held in United Nations House, Beirut from 9 to 13 February 2004. 
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B.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 

28. The Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCWA, the Social Statistics and Indicators Team Leader and the 
Director of CAS in Lebanon, delivered opening speeches. 
 
29. The Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCWA welcomed the Director of CAS in Lebanon, the Chief of 
UNSD Statistical Services Branch and the Director-General of AITRS.  She thanked them for their efforts in 
contributing to the organization and hosting of the meeting. She emphasized the importance of statistics and 
indicators for policy formulation and monitoring and underscored the need to raise awareness of MDGs as 
well as strengthen national capacities to produce and disseminate data and indicators on them. She also 
provided an overview of progress towards achievement of MDGs in the region.  
 
30. The Director of CAS in Lebanon discussed the role of the central statistical office as a focal point for 
cooperation and collaboration among various national statistical sources and with international development 
agencies. She emphasized the need for technical assistance in order to strengthen national capacities for the 
implementation and monitoring of MDGs. 
 
31. The Social Statistics and Indicators Team Leader welcomed participants to the meeting and thanked 
CAS in Lebanon and the AITRS in Iraq for co-hosting the meeting. 
 

C.  ATTENDANCE 
 

32. The meeting was attended by 23 representatives from 15 Arab countries, namely, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tunisia and Yemen. 
 
33. A total of 13 development experts from seven United Nations agencies attended the meeting, including 
ESCWA, FAO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNSD and WHO.  
 
34. Among non-governmental organizations, AITRS attended the meeting. 
 

D.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
35. The meeting adhered to the following organization of work: 
 
 (a) Opening of the meeting; 
 (b) Monitoring the implementation of the MDGs: international and regional reporting; 
 (c) Monitoring the implementation of the MDGs: national reporting; 
 (d) Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: indicators on poverty; 
 (e) Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: indicators on malnutrition and hunger; 
 (f) Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education; 
 (g) Goal 3: Promote gender and the empowerment of women; 
 (h) Goal 4: Reduce child mortality; 
 (i) Goal 5: Improve maternal health; 
 (j) Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; 

 (k) Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability; 
 (l) Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development. 
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A.  ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES
 
Bahrain 
 
Ms. Huda Ebrahim Juma Alshrooqi 
Head of Population and Social Statistics 
Central Informatics Organization 
P.O. Box 5835, Manama 
Phone: (973) 1 772 6790 
Fax: (973) 1 772 7944 
E-mail: alshrooqih@cio.gov.bh, 
     alshrooqih@yahoo.ca 
 
Egypt 
 
Mr. Moustafa Abd El-Mohsen Abd El-Shakour 
Division Head of Technical Researches 
Department of Technical Affairs 
Central Agency for Public Mobilization and 

Statistics (CAPMAS) 
P.O. Box 2086, Cairo 
Phone: (202) 402 3031 
Fax: (202) 402 4099 
E-mail: capmas_presaffr@hotmail.com,  

     capmas_presaffr@link.net, 
    capmas_presaffr@yahoo.com 

 
Mr. Mohamed Mohamed Moursy 
Director Manager of Industry Statistics 
Central Agency for Public Mobilization and 

Statistics (CAPMAS) 
P.O. Box  2086, Cairo 
Phone: (202) 402 3031 
Fax: (202) 402 4099 
E-mail: capmas_presaffr@hotmail.com,  
     capmas_presaffr@link.net, 
     capmas_presaffr@yahoo.com 
 
Iraq 
 
Mr. Mehdi Mohsin Al-Allak 
Chairman 
Central Statistical Organization 
P.O. Box 8001, Baghdad 
Phone: (1914) 360 2066 
E-mail: alalakmm@yahoo.com 
Mr. Zaki A. Mohamed Al-Jadir 
Director General 
Manpower Planning Department  
Ministry of Planning and Cooperation 

Development 
Phone: (882) 166 774 2855 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Mohammad Shraree Karim Al-Assaf 

Head of Population Statistics Division 
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 2015, Amman 11181 
Phone: (962) 6 530 0700 
Fax: (962) 6 530 0710 
E-mail: Assaf@dos.gov.jo 
 
Mr. Kamal Sidki Ahmad Saleh 
Population and Social Statistics Director  
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 2015, Amman 11181 
Phone:  (962) 6 530 0714 
Fax: (962) 6 530 0710 
E-mail: Kamals@dos.gov.jo 
 
Kuwait 
 
Ms. Awatef Al-Saleem 
Supervisor on Labour Statistics 
Statistics and Information Department 
Ministry of Planning 
P.O. Box 39982, Al-Nozha 
Phone: 241 7226 
Fax: 241 7130 
E-mail: awtfj-q8@hotmail.com 
 
Lebanon 

 
Ms. Maral Tutelian 
General Director  
Central Administration of Statistics 
Al-Kintari, Beirut 
Phone: (961) 1 373 160/1 
Fax: (961) 1 373 161 
E-mail: cas@sedetel.net.lb 
 
Lebanon (continued) 
 
Ms. Ibtissam El-Jouni 
Specialist in Social Sciences 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Bourj El-Murr 
Al-Kintari, Beirut 
Phone: (961) 1 373 167/9 
Fax: (961) 1 511 763 
E-mail: ibtissam@thisiscyberia.com 
 
Mr. Redwan Jammoul 
Specialist in Economic Sciences 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Kantari Street, Finance and Commerce Building 
Phone: (961) 1 373 167/373 160 
Fax: (961) 1 373 160/373 161 
E-mail: rodwan-Ja@hotmail.com 
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Mr. Issam Irani 
Economist 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Trade and Finance Building 
Kantari Street, Beirut 
Phone: (961) 1-373 161 
Fax: (961) 1 373 161 
E-mail: issamir@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Hisham Jundi 
Business Administration Specialist 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Bourj El-Murr  
Al-Kintari, Beirut 
Phone: (961) 1 373 167/9/0 
Fax: (961) 1 373 160/1 
 
Ms. Liliane Nasr 
Statistics Assistant 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Bourj El-Murr 
Al-Kintari, Beirut 
Phone: (961) 1 373 167/9 
Fax: (961) 1 373 160 
 
Oman 
 
Mr. Hamed Al-Mahrooqi 
Director of Regional Developing and 

Infrastructure 
Ministry of National Economy 
P.O. Box 881, Muscat, P.C. 113  
Phone:  (968) 604 947 
Fax: (968) 698 907 
E-mail: hamed_almahrooqi@hotmail.com 
 
 
Mr. Ali Bin Mahboob Bin Hassan Al-Raisi 
Director General of Census and Director General 

of Social Statistics 
Ministry of National Economy 
P.O. Box 881, Muscat, P.C. 113 
Phone: (968) 698 825 
Fax: (968) 698 909 
E-mail: almahbub@omantel.net.om   
         social@moneoman.gov.om 
 
Palestine 
 
Mr. Yousef F.I. Ismail 
Director General of Statistical Coordination 
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 
Al-Bireh Office 
P.O. Box 1647, Ramallah 
Phone: (970) 2 240 6340 

Fax: (970) 2 240 6343 
E-mail: diwan@pcbs.pna.org,  
     yousef@pcbs.pna.org 
 
Ms. Amneh T. H. Alnatsheh 
Statistical Assistant 
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 
Al-Bireh Office 
P.O. Box 1647 Ramallah 
Phone: (970) 2 240 6340 
Fax: (970) 2 240 6343 
E-mail: diwan@pcbs.pna.org, 
     amnehnatsheh@hotmail.com 
 
Qatar 
 
Mr. Mohamed Saoud Alboainain 
Statistical Researcher 
The Planning Council 
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 1855, Doha 
Phone: (974) 438 1165 
Fax: (974) 442 5555 
E-mail: w.w.w@mohamed.com,  
     Malahmed@planning.gov.qa 
 
Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Muhanadi 
Statistical Researcher 
The Planning Council 
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 60311, Doha  
Phone: (974) 438 1198 
Fax: (974) 442 5555 
E-mail: w.w.w.@mohamad.com 
 
 
 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. M. Said Safadi 
Deputy Director-General  
Demographic and Social Affairs 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
Damascus 
Phone: (963) 11 333 5830 
Fax: (963) 11 332 2292 
E-mail: cbs@mail.sy, cbs@scs-net.org 
 
Mr. Hussein Ali 
Director 
Censuses, Population and Social Statistics 

Directorate 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
Damascus 
Phone: (963) 11 334 7854 
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Fax: (963) 11 332 2292 
E-mail: cbs@mail.sy, cbs@scs-net.org 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Adnan Hassan Saeed Ahmed 
Head of Poverty Research Unit 
Central Statistical Organization 
P.O. Box 13434, Sana’a  
Phone: 250 618/9 , 250 108, 7368 6729 
Fax: 250 664 
E-mail: CSO1@y.net.ye 

 
Mr. Abdulwahed Mohamed Thabet 
Director of Manpower Research Department 
Central Statistical Organization 
P.O. Box 13434, Sana’a  
Phone: 250 618/9, 250 108, 7172 8639 
Fax: 250 664 
E-mail: abdulwahed_thabet@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

B.  STATES MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS NOT MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION
 
Libya 
 
Mr. Nabil Mohamed Al-Ganga 
Statistician 
Supervisor Development Indicators 
Phone: 444 6131/484 0373 
Mobile: 214 4870 
E-mail: Salem_nida@hotmail.com,  
     EMAD_gng@yahoo.com 
 
Morocco 
 
Mr. Abdeljaouad Ezzrari 
Direction de la Statistique  
Rue Mohamed Belhassan El Ouazzani 
Haut Agdal B.P. 178, Rabat 
Phone: (212) 37 77 36 06 
Mobile: (212) 65 10 13 79 
Fax: (212) 37 77 30 42 
E-mail: aezzrari@statistic.gov.ma 
 

Sudan 
 
Ms. Faiza Idris Mohammed El Naim 
Deputy of the Statistical Training Center 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
P.O. Box 700, Khartoum 
Phone: 777 639, 316 625 
Fax: 771 860 
E-mail: Faizaelnaim@hotmail.com   
 
Tunisia 
 
Mr. Habib Fourati 
Chef de Departement des Statistiques 

Demographiques et Sociales 
Institut National de la Statistique 
70, Rue Echachen 
1002 Tunis 
Phone: (216) 71 84 62 48 
Fax: (216) 71 79 25 59 
E-mail:  ins@mdci.gov.tn 
 

 
C.  UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES

 
United Nations Statistics Division 
 
Mr. Robert Johnston 
Chief, Statistical Services Branch 
2, United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 
Phone: (1212) 963 4557 
Fax: (1212) 963 9851 
E-mail: johnstonr@un.org 
Ms. Sabine Warschburger 
Statistician 
Office DC2-1674 
2, United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 
Phone: (1212) 963 4297 
Fax: (1212) 963 9851 
E-mail: warschburger@un.org 
United Nations Statistics Division (continued) 

 
Ms. Fabia Yazaki 
Associate Statistician 
Office DC2-1680 
2, United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 
Phone: (1212) 963 4823 
Fax: (1212) 963 9851 
E-mail: yazaki@un.org 
 
Ms. Zena Mezher 
Project Coordinator 
UNSD/ESCWA 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 981 401 ext.: 1823 
Fax: (961) 1 981 510 
Mobile: (961) 3 76 30 57 
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Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia 

 
Mr. Ahmed Hussein 
Team Leader  
Social Statistics and Indicators Team 
Phone: (961) 1 978 408 
Fax: (961) 1 981 510 
E-mail: hussein@un.org 
 
Mr. Abdulilah Dewachi 
Regional Advisor on Communication and 

Computer Networking 
Programme Planning and Technical Cooperation 

Division (PPTCD)/Information and 
Communication Technology Division (ICTD) 

Phone: (961) 1 978 539 
Fax: (961) 1 981 510 
E-mail: dewachi@un.org 
 
Mr. Ahmad Atallah 
Regional Advisor 
Programme Planning and Technical Cooperation 

Division (PPTCD) 
Phone: (961) 1 978 509 
Fax: (961) 1 981 501 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 
 
Mr. Said Belkachla 
Programme Specialist  
Millennium Development Goals and Gender 

Focal Point 
3328 Avenue Troie # 501  
Montreal H3V 1B1, Canada 
Phone: (1514) 343 6111 ext.: 4544 
Fax: (1514) 343 6872 
E-mail: s.belkachla@unesco.org 
 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations 
 
Mr. Ricardo Sibrian 
Senior Statistician 
FAO, C-410,    

Rome 00100, Italy 
Phone: (39) 06 570 52112 
E-mail: Ricardo.Sibrian@fao.org 
 
United Nations Development Programme 
 
Mr. Eduardo Zepeda 
Consultant 
UNDP  
New York, New York 10017 
Phone:  (1212) 906 5119 
E-mail: eduardo.zepeda@undp.org 
 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
 
Mr. Krishna Belbase 
Regional Programme Officer 
Monitoring and Educational 
UNICEF Middle East and North Africa Region 
Amman, Jordan 
Phone: (962) 6 550 2408 
Fax: (962) 6 553 8880 
E-mail: kbelbase@unicef.org 
 
World Health Organization  
 
Ms. Amina Elghamry 
Regional Advisor for Evidence and Information 

for Policy 
WHO, Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office 
Abdul Razak Al-Sanhouri Street 
P.O. Box 7608, Nasr City 
Cairo 11371, Egypt 
Phone: (202) 276 5324,  
mobile: (202) 010 669 1363 
Fax: (202) 276 5416 
E-mail: elghamrya@emro.who.int 
 
World Health Organization (continued) 
 
Mr. Abdullah Al Dearbey 
Evidence and Information for Policy 
WHO, Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office 
P.O. Box 285437  
Riyadh 11323, Saudi Arabia 
Phone: (202) 276 5290 
Fax: (202) 670 2492/4 
E-mail: ALDEARBEYA@emro.who.int,  
     Aldearbey@hotmail.com 
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D.  REGIONAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
 
Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics  
 
Mr. Khalid Khawaja 
Director General  
Amman, Jordan 
Phone: (962) 6 461 9391 
Mobile: (962) 79 529 2193 
Fax: (962) 6 462 4359 
E-mail: diwan@aitrs.org, khalidzuhdi@yahoo.com 
P.O. Box 553 
Baghdad, Iraq 
E-mail: aitrs@uruklink.net 
 

E.  CONSULTANTS 
 
Ms. Heba El-Laithy 
Professor of Statistics 
Cairo University 
17, El-Shahid Helmy Kamal 
Cairo, Egypt 
Phone: (202) 633 1943 
Fax: (202) 5711020 
E-mail: hflaithy@tedata.net.eg 
 

F.  RESEARCHERS
 
Ms. Shaza Adra 
Researcher 
International Affairs Department 
Ministry of Tourism 
Hamra Street  
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 3 315 477 
Fax: (961) 1 340 945 
 
Ms. Mayssa Nehlawi 
Researcher 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
Badaro Street, Mosa Building 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 388 122 
Fax: (961) 1 388 122 
E-mail: poverty@cyberia.net.lb 
Ms. Hilda Harb 
Public Health Specialist 
Head of Department of Statistics 
Ministry of Health 
Mathaf Square, Mansour Building  
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 615 725  
Mobile: (961) 3 884 574 
Fax: (961) 1 615 730 
E-mail: hilidiamoh@hotmail.com,  

     dept-stat@public-Health.gov.lb 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Piotr Falou 
Head of Statistics Section 
Ministry of Labour  
Al-Mcharafieh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone:  (961) 1 274 142 
 
Mr. Abdo Yammine 
Head of Information Technology Department 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
Mazraat Yahone, Mar Maroun Street 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 3 309 703 
Fax: (961) 4 986 976 
E-mail: abdonada@cyberia.net.lb 
 
Mr. George Fadel 
Head of Information Technology Department  
National Employment Office 
Beirut, Lebanon 
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Phone: (961) 3 860 094 
Fax: (961) 1 616 337 
E-mail: george_Fadel@neo.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Lina Hamaoui 
Public Health Specialist 
The Higher Council for Childhood 
Batrakieh Street, Nabil Building, 5th Floor 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 388 107, (961) 3 746 140 
Fax: (961) 1 388 107 
 
 
Ms. Reem Fayyad 
Environment Health Specialist 
Ministry of Environment 
Antelias, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 4 522 222 ext.: 435 
Fax: (961) 4 525 052 
E-mail: r.fayyad@moe.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Julinda Abi Nasr  
Professor 

National Commission of Lebanese Woman 
Lebanese American University 13-5053 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 743 894 
Fax: (961) 1 867 098 
E-mail: janasr@inco.com.lb 
 
Mr. Sami Dagher 
Professor 
Lebanese University 
Phone: (961) 3 476 048 
Fax: (961) 5 951 138 
E-mail: Samisaiddagher@hotmail.com 
 
Ms. Rita Khayat 
Lecturer 
NDU 
Achrafieh  
Beirut, Lebanon 
Phone: (961) 1 324 560 
E-mail: ritagkhayat@yahoo.com 
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Annex II 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

Symbol Title 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/INF.1 Information Note (Arabic and English) 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/L.1 Proposed organization of work (Arabic and English) 

ST/ESA/STAT/SER.F/95 Indicators for monitoring the Millennium Development 
Goals (manual) 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/2 Methodology for measuring poverty (Arabic and English) 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/CP.1 Country report – Lebanon 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/CP.2 Country report – Morocco 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/CP.3 Country report – Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/CP.4 Country report – Iraq 

E/ESCWA/SCU/2004/WG.1/CP.5 Country report – Kuwait 

No symbol Country report – Qatar 

No symbol Country report – Tunisia 

No symbol Qatar report on goal 4 

No symbol Country report – Iraq 

No symbol Oman report on goals 4 & 5 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on “Current and Future Status of 
MDG in the ESCWA Region” (in Arabic) 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on goal 2 (in Arabic) 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on goal 3 (in Arabic) 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on goal 7 (in Arabic) 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on goal 8 (in English) 

No symbol ESCWA presentation on “ICTs in the service of MDGs” 
(in English) 

No symbol UNESCO presentation on “UIS contribution to the MDGs 
global monitoring report” 

No symbol FAO presentation on “food deprivation: introduction and 
methodology” 

No symbol FAO presentation on “lessons learned from regional 
capacity building workshops” 

No symbol WHO presentation on “Tracking progress and measuring 
achievements” 

No symbol WHO presentation on the health indicators 
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Symbol Title 

No symbol Iraq presentation on some statistics for health indicators 

No symbol Jordan presentation on country report preparation 

No symbol Jordan presentation on goal 4 

No symbol Morocco presentation on goal 2 

No symbol Palestine presentation on country report preparation 

No symbol Palestine presentation on goal 1 

No symbol Palestine presentation on goal 2 

No symbol Palestine presentation on goal 4 

No symbol Syrian Arab Republic presentation on goal 1 

No symbol Yemen presentation on goal 1 
 


