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Gender, ICT and the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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Gender, ICT and the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Goal 5 Targets

1 End discrimination against
all women and girls

Enabling
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and reproductive health and rights
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Gender, ICT and the United Nations
Major Milestones

V' Beijing Platform Y

for Action
(Fourth World
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Women)

1995

The World
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Society (WSIS)
2003
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2003 and 2005
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(Goal 5)
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* ‘full and equal
participation of
women’in and
through media and
new technologies of
communication, as
well as in all areas of
science and
technology

Affirmation that ICT
development provides
enormous opportunities
for women, as an
integral part of, and key
actors, in the
Information Society

ICT provides
empowerment
opportunities for
women, as an integral
part of, and key actors,
in the Information
Society (IS).
Mainstreaming a gender,
equality perspective ano
using ICTs as a tool.
Governments called for
removing the gender
barriers to ICT education
and training,

* Recognition of theg
potential of ICTs
as a tool for
promoting gende
equality and
women’s
empowerment as
well as the gender
dividein ICTs

Gender
Mainstreaming
across all 17
Goals and a
dedicated Goal to
Gender Equality
with ICT as 1 out
of 3 suggested
means of
implementation

UN Commission on the Status of Women CSW 55, 2011:
“Access and participation of women and girls in education, training and science
and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full
employment and decent work”



SDGs and ICT: An Overview
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The spread of information and communications technology and global
interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the
digital divide and to develop knowledge societies, as does scientific and technological
innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and energy.

TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD: THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT




SDGs and ICT: An Overview

v 4.b By 2030, substantially increase support for scholarships available to

. developing countries, in particular LDCs, SIDS and African countries, for
|!!|| enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information
and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific

programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries.

GENDER
EQUALITY

5.b Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and
g communications technology, to promote the empowerment of women.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION

ANDINFRASTRUCTURE 9.c Significantly increase access to information and communications
technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the
Internet in least developed countries by 2020.

17 PARTNERSHIPS

ol 17.8 Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and

@ innovation capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries by 2017
and enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and
communications technology.




SDGs and ICT : WSIS - SDG Matrix

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS \ WSIS ACTION LINES LINKAGES

Gl | C2 | C3 | CA | C5 | C6 |e-gov|e-bus| e-lea | e-hea e-emp|e-env|e-agr|e-sci| C8 | C9

306 1

62 | | |
06 3

Detailed ALs https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/sdg/

One of the 1st conventions and summits that began shedding light on the issues of technology
and gender as well as using ICTs as a tool for women empowerment and gender equality
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Gender and ICT in Numbers: Global
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internet
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The estimated incremental

12 month revenue opportunity

if mobile operators in low- and
middle-income countries could close
the gender gap in mobile ownership
and mobile internet use today

~- particularly for more
transformational services




Gender and ICT in Numbers:
IDI — Arab Region
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Gender and ICT in Numbers: Digital Divide

-]
The 2016 global Internet user gender gap* is 12%

-
— —
— — —
— [ —_— i
(S ——— " (Commonwealth
- - - of Independent
Europe 6.9% — States)

Americas

Note: *Estimates. The gender gap represents
the difference between the Intermet uter

penetration rates for males and females relative - :
to the Internet uter penetration rate for males -_
Structural inequalities in Have contributed to

Gender inequality andthe Digital gender gap

Employment

@ Education . Income level
Li‘tErEC‘y @ Lé .-%:."'! -.?@ @




Gender and ICT in the Arab Region

- 000000___]
Proportion of individuals not using the Internet, by type of reason, 2016
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Do not need the Internet

Cost of Internet use is too high [service charges, etc.)
N Internet service is not available in the area
m Don't know what Internet is

Lack of local content
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B Do not know how to use it
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Mote: Data for Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Singapore refer to 2015 and 2017, respectively.

Source: [TU.



Gender and ICT in Numbers: Digital Divide

Internet penetration rate for men
and women, 2017*
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Economy
name

Bahrain
Egypt
Mauritius
Morocco
Oman
Palestine

Qatar
Saudi
Arabia
Sudan
United
Arab
Emirates

Latest

year

2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2014
2015

2016
2016

2016

Gender

Male Female

97.5
44.2
55.0
63.1
72.2
59.6
94.1

93.7
16.9

91.5

99.0
38.2
49.5
53.5
67.4
47.5
91.7

92.9
11.0

88.9



Gender and ICT in Numbers: Digital Divide

By 2021, over 90 percent of the world’s
population will be covered by mobile
broadband networks. Source: Ericsson

Mobility Report 2015 (Ericsson, 2015)

East Asia &
Pacific

The gender gap in mobile internet use in low-
and middle-income countries, by region

The gender gap in mobile ownership
in low- and middle-income countries,
by region

East Asla &
Pacific

Latin America &
Caribbean

Source: GSMA 2017




Conclusion

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 5

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Using ICT for Gender Equality in the Arab Region is
challenging but the existing good practices give us hope

Using ICT to accelerate the implementation of the SDGs,
Goal 5 in specific, requires a detailed analysis of the
targets from a technology perspective

Thus, the Importance of the study on
“Technology as a Renewed Hope to Achieving
Gender Equality in the Arab Region: A Fact or
lllusion?”
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Thank You

Sukaina Al-Nasrawi, PhD

* Social Affairs Officer
UNITED NATIONS — ESCWA Centre for Women
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