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MIGRATION AND ARAB CITIES 
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Global Phenomenon, Felt at Local Level
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one in seven 
people in the world is 

an internal or 

international migrant

55%
of the World

population were

living in Cities

in 2019

By 2030

this percentage 

is expected to 

increase to 

60%

60% 80%

of Refugees
live in Cities

of IDPs
live in Cities



In the Arab Region, Increasingly Urban and 

Protracted 
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17.9% of the Global International 

Migrant stock
57%

of the Arab

population were

living in Cities

in 2019

By 2030

this percentage 

is expected to 

increase to 

62%

80-90%

of the Displaced live in Cities

12% of the World’s Labour Migrants

46% of Refugees and Asylum-seekers 



Arab Cities in Headlines
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Migration and Urbanization 
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19.8% of conflict-

induced 

displacement

1.2% of disaster-

induced 

displacement



Migration and Cities in Global Agendas
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WHOLE OF SOCIETY

WHOLE OF GOVERNMENT

SOCIAL INCLUSION

HUMAN RIGHTS

HOST CITIES

POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION OF MIGRATION



Migration and Cities in Global Agendas
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UN-HABITAT Strategic Plan 2020-2023: Migration works for Cities 

and Cities work for Migrants



UN-Habitat Work In Urban Migration
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URBAN PROFILING HLP FOR MIGRANTS & RETURNEES

PARTICIPATORY PLANNING
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