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Summary 
 
 The main objective of the Final Seminar was to wrap up the joint United Nations Development 
Account (UNDA) Project, entitled Capacity-building through Cooperation in Developing Land and
Land-sea Interregional Transport Linkages, by reviewing lessons learned, and identifying best practices 
from each region in the implementation of interregional transport linkages ascertained through the 
Project, and in the facilitation of transport and trade along those routes, particularly at border points. 

 
 The Seminar discussed the following: (a) the final draft geographic information system (GIS) maps 
of interregional transport links, application software and database resulting from the UNDA Project and 
consolidated by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), with input from the 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP); (b) the lessons learned by the ECA 
region from the trans-African highways, and by the ECE and ESCAP regions from the Euro-Asian 
interregional transport linkages; (c) the relevance of the international transport facilitation agreements 
and conventions administered by ECE; (d) the ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology and its 
application; (e) the lessons learned by ESCWA from the establishment and revitalization of national 
transport and trade facilitation committees (NTTFCs); (f) and future cooperation and coordination among 
the regions in the fields of infrastructure development and transport facilitation in general, and regarding 
the implementation of the interregional transport linkages in particular. 
 
 The Seminar arrived at a set of conclusions and recommendations on the above-mentioned issues. 
This Report presents the conclusions, recommendations and summary proceedings of the Seminar. 
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Introduction 
 
1. Within the context of the United Nations Development Account (UNDA) Project, entitled Capacity-
building through Cooperation in Developing Land and Land-sea Interregional Transport Linkages, the 
Seminar considered a range of issues related to the development of transport in the regions of the Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA), the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). Those issues included the following: 
 
 (a) The final draft geographic information system (GIS) maps of interregional transport linkages, 
application software and database resulting from the Project, and produced and coordinated by ESCWA, 
with input from ECA, ECE and ESCAP; 
 
 (b) The lessons learned and best practices by ESCWA from the development of the road and railway 
agreements in the Arab Mashreq, as well as the coordination of the Project; 
 
 (c) The lessons learned by the ECA region from the project on the trans-African highway network; 
 
 (d) The lessons learned by ECE and ESCAP from the Joint Project on Developing Euro-Asian 
Transport Linkages, as well as from the experience of ESCAP in the development of the Asian highway and 
trans-Asian railway networks; 
 
 (e) The relevance of the international transport facilitation agreements and conventions administered 
by ECE; 
 
 (f) The ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology and its application; 
 
 (g) The lessons learned by ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA from the establishment and/or revitalization of 
national transport and trade facilitation committees (NTTFCs); 
 
 (h) The lessons learned and best practices of the Project on enhancing future cooperation and 
coordination among the regions in the fields of infrastructure development and transport facilitation in 
general, and regarding the implementation of the interregional transport linkages in particular. 
 

I.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

A.  PROJECT COORDINATION AND SEMINAR ORGANIZATION 
 

2. The role of the host country, the United Arab Emirates, represented through the National Transport 
Authority, in cooperation with United Nations regional commissions, in organizing the Seminar and their 
kind hospitality was noted with special thanks and appreciation. 
 
3. The role of ESCWA in coordinating the Project and co-organizing the Seminar, together with the 
National Transport Authority of the United Arab Emirates and other regional commissions, was noted with 
special thanks and appreciation. 

 
 

B.  STATUS OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT PROJECT 
AND OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR 

 
4. The Seminar welcomed the presentation by the ESCWA secretariat on the objectives and status of 
implementation of the Project. The objectives included the following: (a) the identification of the 
interregional linkages and the reflecting of those on the GIS maps; (b) the prioritization of the linkages in the 
ECE and ESCAP regions and the economic feasibility study in the ESCWA region; and (c) the strengthening 
of the capacities at a national level on suitable facilitation mechanisms and harmonization of legal regimes 
through advisory services and national workshops. 
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5. The Seminar recognized the good work accomplished till date, while acknowledging that much was 
yet to be done, particularly at the implementation level in the development of infrastructure and the removal 
of non-physical bottlenecks, and the facilitation of smooth movement of goods, particularly through land 
border crossings. 
 
6. The Seminar recommended that the regional commissions and member countries continue to work 
together to enable countries to optimize the output under the Project. It was also recommended that the 
regional commissions explore further funding towards that end, while progressing the work through their 
own expertise and resources.  In particular, the Seminar requested the regional commissions to prepare a 
joint proposal for a development account project on transport corridors and routes.  An initial project profile 
was discussed in order that regional commissions would continue consultations towards the elaboration of 
such a proposal. 
 

C.  UPDATE, DISCUSSION AND FINALIZATION OF THE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
SYSTEM MAPS, APPLICATION SOFTWARE AND DATABASE 

 
7. The Seminar welcomed the presentation by ESCWA on the second draft GIS maps reflecting the 
interregional road and rail routes covering the ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA regions.  The presentation 
on the GIS maps, application software and database was comprehensive.  In that context, the regional 
commissions requested initial comments from participants on the design and clarity of the maps, and on the 
accuracy of the routes depicted, as well as suggestions for the improvement of the database and applications. 
 
8. The Seminar welcomed the extensive work done on the GIS maps and database, and commended 
ESCWA for the efforts deployed to finalize the work. In addition, it requested the regional commissions to 
keep an unencrypted version of the GIS database and to continue further work. 
 
9. The Seminar recognized the importance and the possibility of the database being used by a wide 
cross-section of stakeholders, including policymakers, transport operators and the general public.  In that 
regard, the Seminar requested ESCWA to inform the regional commissions of the cost and work involved in 
placing the database on the Internet.  That task may constitute the basis for a new project proposal, which the 
regional commissions were requested to formulate and explore funding for. 
 
10. The Seminar also recognized that further work needed to be done to improve the way in which some 
of the information was reflected on the maps, as well as to ensure that the interregional routes were 
accurately indicated.  In that regard, participants gave their preliminary views, both verbally and in writing, 
to the ESCWA secretariat, and were of the view that they needed adequate time to provide final comments. 
 
11. The Seminar agreed to provide input, comments, additions and corrections with regard to the draft GIS 
maps to the respective regional commissions, to be forwarded to ESCWA by 7 December 2007, taking into 
account the closure of the Project on 31 December 2007.  ESCWA agreed to reflect the comments received 
by 7 December 2007, and to finalize the maps.  The Seminar also recognized that the maps represented 
essential output of the UNDA Project, since they captured the routes agreed upon by preceding expert groups 
meetings. 
 

D.  LESSONS LEARNED, BEST PRACTICES AND SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FUTURE 
 

1.  Economic Commission for Africa 
 
12. The Seminar welcomed the presentation made by the ECA secretariat on the current developments 
regarding the trans-African highway network project and the briefing on the First Interregional Workshop on 
Policy, Infrastructure and Management of Ports in ECE and ECA Regions and visit of African port experts to 
Barcelona Port, Barcelona, Spain, on 4 and 5 October 2007. 
 
13. The Seminar noted the efforts by Africa to improve the infrastructure, and recognized the enormity of 
the task to be accomplished.  In that regard, the need to prioritize projects was emphasized, given the limited 
resources available. 
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14. The Seminar encouraged ECA to liaise with ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA with the view to sharing 
experiences on issues related to the signing of agreements on such regional transport linkages as the trans-
African highway network.  Similarly, ECA was encouraged to share experiences with ESCAP on best 
practices in public-private partnerships, especially with regard to strengthening governmental capacity. 
 
15. The Seminar noted the presentation made by the delegate from Turkey on the First Interregional 
Workshop, jointly organized by ECA and ECE and hosted by the Port of Barcelona and the Ministry of 
Transport and Public Works of Spain.  The Workshop provided an excellent opportunity for exchange of 
experiences between African and European port experts, and participants highlighted the relevant aspects of 
port development on the European side of the Mediterranean, as well as in Africa.  The Workshop concluded 
with a set of proposals for follow-up activities aimed at further strengthening the hinterland connections of 
ports, as well as their operations, performance and quality of service. 
 
16. The Seminar noted the importance of ports as modal interchange points to interregional transport and 
trade, as well as the need for closer cooperation with stakeholders from the private sector.  Their involvement 
could provide useful contribution in addressing particular aspects of port operation management and 
performance.  Therefore, private sector participation in future meetings should be encouraged. 
 
17. The Seminar welcomed the presentations made by the representatives of Djibouti and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo on port development and regional integration, and on the development of transport 
infrastructure and transport services, respectively. 
 

2.  Economic Commission for Europe 
 
18. The Seminar welcomed the presentations of the ECE and ESCAP secretariats on the results of the 
Joint Project on Developing Euro-Asian Transport Linkages 2002-2007, and on the relevance of the Customs 
Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR* Carnets (TIR Convention) and 
ECE transport agreements and conventions in the Euro-Asian context.  It noted that outcomes included the 
following: (a) the selection of main Euro-Asian road, rail and inland water transport routes, trans-shipment 
points and ports; (b) the development of a GIS database; (c) the assessment of routes and their performance; 
(d) the prioritization of certain projects; (e) the analysis of physical and non-physical obstacles; (f) the 
organization of national and interregional workshops and expert group meetings; and (g) the elaborations of 
a joint ECE-ESCAP study. 
 
19. The Seminar also noted that the joint ECE-ESCAP project component recommended concrete follow-
up action, including implementation of priority projects, continuation of work on long-term basis, 
improvement of border-crossing operations, consideration of establishment of a coordination and monitoring 
mechanism, and ensuring funding for the continuation of the project in a second phase, planned for the 
period 2008-2011.  Against that background, ECE and ESCAP had elaborated a joint proposal for a second 
phase of the project; however, necessary funding for its implementation remains to be ensured. 
 
20. The Seminar also noted that ECE will establish a monitoring and coordination mechanism on Euro-
Asian transport links, based on the ECE-ESCAP Expert Group.  In that regard, the ECE Inland Transport 
Committee is organizing a meeting of ministers of countries in the Euro-Asian region, planned to take place 
during its February session. 
 
21. ECE legal instruments in the field of transport, in particular the TIR Convention of 1975, the 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 1982, the Convention on 
the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR) of 1956, the Customs Convention on 
the Temporary Importation of Private Road Vehicles of 1954 and Commercial Road Vehicles of 1956, and 
the International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC) of 1972, provide excellent tools for improving 
transport and trade, and for boosting national economies.  Member countries not yet contracting parties were 
encouraged to consider acceding to those conventions and fully implement them. 
 
                                                 

*  TIR stands for “Transports Internationaux Routiers”. 
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22. Among the activities on developing transport infrastructure and facilitation of international transport in 
Europe and Asia that have been undertaken in the ECE and ESCAP regions, the following could be 
considered best practices: (a) the trans-European motorway (TEM) and the trans-European railway (TER) 
projects; (b) the European Commission High Level Group on the Extension of Major Trans-European 
Transport Axes to the Neighbouring Countries; (c)  the ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology; (d) the 
development of dry ports; (e) the freight village and logistics centre concept; (f) the International Road 
Transport Union (IRU) and TER project on border crossing monitoring activities for road and rail, 
respectively; (g) the co-financing at the development and upgrading of the Asian highway network; and 
(h) the demonstration runs of block container trains. 
 

3.  Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
 
23. The Seminar welcomed the presentations by the ESCAP secretariat on the corridor approach to the 
development and operationalizing of transport networks, the ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology and its 
application, and on NTTFC mechanisms. 
 
24. Noting the experience of the different regions in the development of the transport corridors, the 
Seminar recommended the establishment of a forum to facilitate exchange of experiences and lessons 
learned in that area. 
 
25. The Seminar noted with interest the prospect of using the ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology to 
analyse routes within and beyond the member countries.  The Seminar suggested that the methodology be 
translated into the French language to enable its wide application along the transport corridors in the ECA 
region.  The Seminar also requested the ESCAP secretariat to assist those countries that wished to utilize the 
methodology. 
 
26. The Seminar acknowledged the work undertaken by the ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA secretariats on 
trade and transport facilitation mechanisms, and the work of all the regional commissions in national 
workshops, and requested the regional commissions to continue assisting member countries to establish and 
sustain the mechanisms at a national level. 
 
27. The Seminar welcomed the sharing of experiences on specific issues in the development of the 
transport sector at a national level by Belarus, Bulgaria, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 
 

4.  Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
 
28. The Seminar welcomed the presentation by the ESCWA secretariat and member countries on good 
practices and lessons learned from the Project, with particular emphasis on the GIS maps, database and 
application software, as well as on NTTFCs. 
 
29. The Seminar emphasized the importance of conducting regional meetings and forming regional 
forums among the representatives of NTTFCs to be coordinated by the respective regional commission. 
 
30. The Seminar welcomed the sharing of experiences on specific issues in the development of the 
transport sector at a national level by Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Yemen. 
 
31. The Seminar also emphasized the importance of implementing action plans for the facilitation of 
transport and trade in the respective member countries, and the continued maintenance and upgrade of the 
GIS maps on interregional linkages, database and application software. 
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E.  FUTURE COOPERATION AND COORDINATION AMONG THE REGIONS IN THE FIELDS OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORT FACILITATION 

 
32. The Seminar encouraged the regional commissions to coordinate their work on transport issues, and 
the organizing of regular meetings among them was considered important. 
 
33. Several ideas for future projects were presented and discussed. Among those proposed, the main 
projects that were endorsed by the Seminar are summarized below: 
 
 (a) A project on interregional transport corridors and routes; 
 
 (b) A project on the maintenance, upgrading and dissemination of the GIS maps, database and 
application software, with the regional commissions requested to prepare the draft proposal; 
 
 (c) An expansion of the geographical coverage of the proposed second phase of the ECE-ESCAP 
Joint Project on Developing Euro-Asian Transport Linkages for the period 2008-2011 to include the ECA 
and ESCWA regions, with ECE and ESCAP requested to explore that possibility; 
 
 (d) A study of the ESCAP and ESCWA linkages, as proposed by Kyrgyzstan in recognition of the 
importance of the Euro-Asian and ECA, ECE and ESCWA transport flows, with the regional commissions 
requested to undertake that task. 
 

F.  OTHER INITIATIVES 
 
34. The Seminar welcomed the progress being made in the proposed Asian highway truck caravan from 
Tokyo to Istanbul to be jointly organized by ESCAP and IRU in 2008.  The Seminar also noted the specific 
interest of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, both being important land-linking countries.  Kyrgyzstan offered to 
share its experience concerning the organization of the caravan Almaty-Bishkek-Kashi-Islamabad, which is 
currently taking place under a quadrilateral agreement between Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China and Pakistan. 
 
35. The Seminar renewed the recommendation to ECA, ECE and ESCWA of the Interregional Seminar on 
the Economic Assessment of International Transport Linkages and on Transport Facilitation, held in Cairo 
from 26 to 28 June 2007, to consider organizing similar truck caravans in partnership with IRU to identify 
physical and non-physical barriers to road transport in the respective regions. 
 

II.  PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION SESSIONS 
 
36. Mr. Nabil Safwat, Project Coordinator and Transport Team Leader of the Globalization and Regional 
Integration Division, ESCWA, briefed the Seminar on behalf of all the regional commissions on the status of 
the Project and the objectives of the Seminar.  The Seminar noted with appreciation the role played by 
ESCWA in the coordination of the UNDA Project. 
 
37. Each of the regional commissions briefed the Seminar on the development of transport networks, 
progress made to date and future plans.  The Seminar noted the importance of sharing experiences among 
ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA, and encouraged the opportunity to learn from one another. 
 
38. Mr. Safwat introduced the second draft GIS maps, the application software and database.  The 
Seminar noted with appreciation the two updated GIS maps showing the interregional linkages among 
countries coming under the purview of ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA.  It was agreed that delegates from 
all member countries of the regional commissions would review the routes indicated in the maps by 
examining their respective descriptions as noted on the back of each map, and submit comments and 
feedback to the regional commission concerned prior to 7 December 2007.  ECA, ECE and ESCAP agreed to 
send all collected comments on maps by that date to ESCWA, in order to finalize the GIS maps as the main 
output of the Project. 
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39. Mr. Nabil Moustafa, ESCWA consultant, elaborated further on the modification of the draft GIS maps, 
application software and database.  He listed the amendments and improvements already applied based on 
the recommendations of the Cairo Seminar in June 2007, and on his missions to ECA, ECE and ESCAP for 
that same purpose.  Mr. Moustafa presented the two updated GIS maps, displaying the regional commissions 
with their respective interregional transport linkages, both road-sea and rail-sea, in addition to giving a live 
demonstration on functionalities, tools and database provided in the CDs distributed during the presentation. 
 
40. Mr. Robert Lisinge from ECA presented the trans-African highway network and other regional 
corridors in Africa.  He highlighted the importance of regional transport networks to the development of 
Africa and the long history of regional transport initiatives in that continent.  He then discussed the major 
constraints to the development of regional infrastructure, as well as the progress made in addressing those 
challenges. 
 
41. Mr. Donat Bagula Mugangu, representative of the Democratic Republic of Congo, briefed the 
participants on the existing corridors in Africa and the lessons learned from the Project.  He also described 
ongoing projects and tasks in the development of transport infrastructure and multimodal transport security, 
and in the transport facilitation processes in the country, and ended by putting forward recommendations for 
future interregional collaboration. 
 
42. Mr. Abdourahman Elmi Ismael gave a presentation on the Port of Djibouti, identifying in detail 
existing infrastructure and terminals, functions and performance, in addition to explaining the shipping 
routes of the region.  He also briefed the participants on the two initial phases for a proposed development 
plan of the port. 
 
43. Mr. Emre Dincer from Turkey presented an overview of the First Interregional Workshop on Policy, 
Infrastructure and Management of Ports in ECE and ECA Regions and visit of African port experts to 
Barcelona Port, Barcelona, Spain, on 4 and 5 October 2007.  The Workshop was organized and sponsored by 
ECA and ECE, and hosted by the Port of Barcelona and the Ministry of Transport and Public Works.  He 
explained that one of the aims of the Workshop, as part of the UNDA Project on developing interregional 
transport linkages, was to bring together European and African port experts for sharing experiences and best 
practices on cost-effective, efficient and simplified seaport operations.  In addition, it had provided a venue 
for reviewing main challenges related to policy, infrastructure and management of ports as important modal 
interchange points to international transport in view of the globalization of the world economy. 
 
44. Mr. Miodrag Pesut from ECE gave a detailed presentation on the ECE and ESCAP components of that 
project and achievements accomplished, including the selection of the main Euro-Asian road, rail and inland 
water transport routes, and the establishment of GIS maps and a database.  He also illustrated the results of 
the prioritization of projects, as well as the assessment of financial needs for their realization, and concluded 
by recommending actions needed to ensure the follow-up actions, including the ministerial meeting of 
countries in the Euro-Asian region planned for 19 February 2008 in Geneva, on the occasion of the 
seventieth session of the ECE Inland Transport Committee. 
 
45. Mr. Artur Bouten, Legal Officer at the ECE TIR secretariat, gave an overview of the main legal 
instruments administered by ECE in the field of border crossing facilitation, namely, the TIR Convention of 
1975, the International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 1982, CMR of 
1956, the Customs Conventions on the Temporary Importation of Private Road Vehicles of 1954 and Public 
Road Vehicles of 1956, and CSC of 1972.  He stressed the well-documented functionality of the TIR 
Convention as a simple and efficient tool to improve transport and trade, and to boost the economies of 
countries applying the TIR system.  Furthermore, he explained that the TIR guarantee system, which 
provides global coverage for customs duties and taxes up to an equivalent of $50,000 at the price of around 
$40 to $50 per TIR carnet, should make it affordable for the transport industry in all regions. 
 
46. Ms. Aygul Duysenhanova from ESCAP presented the experience of ESCAP in the development and 
operationalizing of the regional transport networks, including the Asian highway and trans-Asian railway 
networks.  The presentation included an introduction to the corridor concept for transport network 
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development, approaches to the implementation of transport corridors and an overview of selected existing 
transport corridors. 
 
47. Ms. Denise Sumpf from ESCAP gave a presentation on the ESCAP time/cost-distance methodology. 
She explained the purpose of route analysis and the benefits of the revised methodology for comparing 
improvements on selected routes over time; and on comparing alternative modes of transport on the same 
route, and for alternative routes.  The example of the rail route from Bandar Abbas to Bandar Anzali in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran was given to illustrate the use of the methodology, and the analytical functionalities 
and indicators for potential bottlenecks explained. 
 
48. Ms. Geetha Rodrigo Karandawala from ESCAP presented the Study on National Coordination 
Mechanisms for Trade and Transport Facilitation in the UNESCAP Region.  She listed the obstacles against 
smooth and efficient flow of trade and transport across national borders, and the purposes behind trade and 
transport facilitation mechanisms.  She also gave examples of existing facilitation coordinating mechanisms 
between countries and subregions within the ESCAP region, and initiatives of the United Nations and other 
international organizations in that field.  Pointing to the overlapping of trade facilitation and transport 
facilitation, Ms. Karandawala presented a proposed organizational chart of a national inter-agency trade or 
transport facilitation committee or body, projecting the role of each inter-agency separately, as well as 
indicating their joint activities.  She highlighted recommendations on functions, staffing and work 
programmes, financing arrangements, and on subregional and regional coordination between national inter-
agency trade or transport facilitation committees or bodies. 
 
49. Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis from ECE gave a presentation on the main objectives, tasks and expected 
achievements of the proposed second phase of the joint ECE and ESCAP project on the developing of Euro-
Asian transport linkages for the period 2008-2011.  He set forth the steps taken in order to ensure financial 
support for the continuation of the project. 
 
50. Mr. Safwat from ESCWA gave a presentation on the rational for, and the process of establishing 
NTTFCs in the ESCWA region as an example of best practice.  Facilitation was viewed as an important part 
of the integrated transport system in the Arab Mashreq. Approval and support for the establishment of 
NTTFCs were obtained at the twenty-first ESCWA ministerial meeting in 2001 and at the third session of the 
Committee on Transport in 2002.  ESCWA proceeded to prepare an NTTFC guide in Arabic, undertook 
several national facilitation studies and conducted a series of facilitation workshops in member countries.  
The campaign to establish NTTFCs was well received, and currently nine ESCWA member countries, 
namely, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen, 
have set up such committees or steering committees for their establishment. 
 
51. Experts from those ESCWA member countries participating in the Seminar, namely, Egypt, Jordan, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, conveyed the facilitation status and development of their respective 
countries, including experiences in establishing NTTFCs and listing the different stages that had led to the 
existence of those committees and the consistent technical support received from ESCWA during that 
endeavour. 
 
52. The ESCWA project focal points from Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Yemen briefed the Seminar on the lessons learned through the five years of the project, and the activities 
their respective countries engaged in during that period.  They also gave their future outlook and 
recommendations for further interregional projects. 
 

III.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A.  VENUE AND DATE 
 
53. The Final Seminar of the Interregional Transport Linkages Project: Best Practices and Lessons 
Learned was held from 23 to 25 October 2007 at the Armed Forces Club in Abu Dhabi under the auspices of 
H.E. Sultan Bin Said al-Mansouri, Minister of Governmental Sector Development and Chairman of the 
Board of the National Transport Authority. The Seminar was organized by ESCWA, with the cooperation of 
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the National Transport Authority, ECA, ECE and ESCAP, within the framework of the UNDA Project 
entitled Capacity-building through Cooperation in Developing Land and Land-sea Interregional Transport 
Linkages. 
 

B.  OPENING 
 
54. The Seminar was jointly opened by Mr. Nasser Saif al-Mansouri, Director-General of the National 
Transport Authority, on behalf of H.E. Sultan Bin Said al-Mansouri, Minister of Governmental Sector 
Development and Chairman of the Board of the National Transport Authority; Mr. Nabil Safwat, Project 
Coordinator and Transport Team Leader, Globalization and Regional Integration Division, ESCWA; 
Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis, Chief, Transport and Infrastructure Section, Transport Division, ECE; 
Ms. Geetha Karandawala, Chief, Transport Facilitation Section, Transport and Tourism Division, ESCAP; 
and Mr. Antonio Pedro, Chief, Infrastructure and Natural Resources Development Section, ECA. 
 

C.  PARTICIPANTS 
 
55. The Seminar was attended by the Project focal points who had been officially nominated by their 
respective countries in the ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA regions. Other national officials and delegates 
from the public and private sectors concerned with the development of transport infrastructure and 
facilitation at interregional border crossings attended, together with consultants from the four regions and 
representatives from IRU, the Committee of the Organization for Cooperation of Railways (OSJD) and the 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB). A list of participants is attached in the annex. 
 

D.  AGENDA 
 
56. Presentations and discussions were held over three days.  The agenda of the Seminar is summarized 
and set forth below: 
 
 1. Opening. 
 
 2. Presentations by regional commissions on the development of transport networks, progress made 

to date and future plans. 
 
 3. Status of the Project and objectives of the Seminar. 
 
 4. Update, discussion and finalization of the GIS maps, application software and database. 
 
 5. Presentations by regional commissions on lessons learned, best practices and suggestions for the 

future. 
 
 6. Discussion on future cooperation and coordination among the regions in the fields of 

infrastructure development and transport facilitation in general, and regarding the implementation 
of the interregional linkages in particular. 

 
 7. Discussion and recommendations of the Seminar. 
 
 8. Closing. 
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Annex* 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A.  ESCWA COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Egypt 
 
Mr. Hassan Ahmad Selim 
Vice Chairman 
Transport Planning Authority 
Member of the National Committee for Transport 

and Trade Facilitation in Egypt 
105 Kasr Al-Einy St. 
Cairo 
Tel.: 202-27921592 
Mobile: 010-3932728 
Fax: 02-27946008 
E-mail: tpa_Egypt@msn.com 
 
Mr. Galal Abu el Fotouh 
Counsellor of the Minister of Finance for Customs 

Affairs 
Ministry of Finance 
Customs Administration 
Tel.: 202-23422014- 23422016 
Mobile: 20-12-1670707 
Fax: 202-23422280- 23422281 
E-mail: egyptcustoms@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Tarek el-Attar 
Chairman of General Authority for Roads, 

Bridges and Land Transport 
Nasr Road, Nasr City 
Cairo 
Tel.: 202-24044556 
Mobile: 20-12-1993633 
Fax: 202-22618322 
E-mail: garb@idsc.gov.eg 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Mahmoud Abdel Salam 
ESCWA National Focal Point 
Head of Maritime Transport  
Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box 35214 
Amman 11180 
Tel.: 962-6 5518111 Ext: 229 
Mobile: 962-79 5060547 
Fax: 962-6 5527233 
E-mail: mabedalsalam@mot.gov.jo 
Website: www.mot.gov.jo 

 
 

Ms. Iman Ramehi 
Director 
Survey and Land Acquisition 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
P.O. Box 1220 
Amman 
Tel.: 962-6-5803830 Ext: 4324 
Mobile: 962-079-6433313 
Fax: 962-6-5859895 
E-mail: eman.r@mpwh.gov.jo  
 
Mr. Mohammad al-Refai 
Member 
Board of Directors 
Jordan Chamber of Industry  
P.O. Box 212307 
Amman 
Tel.: 962-6-5664719 
Mobile: 962-79-553114  
Fax: 962-6-5664721 
E-mail: malrefai@special-lacure.com 
Website: www.shoplacure.com  
 
Kuwait 
 
Mr. Fahad al-Massoud 
General Director 
Land Transport 
Ministry of Communications 
ESCWA National Focal Point 
Tel.: 965-4819099 
Mobile: 965-9526061 
Fax: 965-4835984 
 
Mr. Fahad al-Otaibi 
Secretary General  
Kuwait Overland Transport Union 
P.O. Box 29906 
Safat 13160  
Tel.: 965-2451704-2451705 
Mobile: 965-6209990 
Fax: 965-2451705 
E-mail: fahad@kot-union.com.kw 
Website: www.kot-union.com.kw 
 
 
                                                  

*Issued as submitted. 



 

 12

Kuwait (continued) 
 
Mr. Muhalhal al-Shemeri 
Technical Officer Manager 
Ministry of Communications 
Tel.: 965-4835984 
 
Palestine 
 
Mr. Ali Shaat 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Transport 
ESCWA National Focal Point 
P.O. Box 1420 
Gaza 
Tel.: 970-08-2867490 
        970-02-2951460 
Mobile: 970-59-9601888 
Fax: 970-08-2842282 
E-mail: aashaat@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Adel Hafiz Nofal 
Aِssistant Deputy 
Ministry of National Economy 
Ramallah 
Tel.-Fax: 970-2981210 
Mobile: 970-599-522523 
E-mail: hafizn@met.gov.ps 
 
Mr. Sameh al-Khazendar 
Head 
Al-Khazendar Trading Company 
Tel.: 202-22904303 
Mobile: 970-59-9402337 
    20-12-7939299 
Fax: 970-82820899 
        202-2686799 
E-mail: elmasaco@yahoo.com 

 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Khamis Bin Saleh al-Ghamdi 
Director 
Public Transport Division 
Ministry of Transport 
ESCWA National Focal Point 
P.O. Box: 61996 
Riyadh 11575 
Tel.: 966-1 4014882 
Mobile: 966-5 0 5775426 
Fax: 966-1 4021584 
E-mail: khamis.alghamdi@mot.gov.sa 
Website: www.mot.gov.sa 

Mr. Osama Abduh 
Investment Consultant 
Saudi Arabia General Investment Authority 
Transport Sector 
Tel.: 966-20354175  
Mobile: 966-50 4449023  
Fax: 966-1 4473037  
E-mail: oabdouh@hotmail.com  
Website: www.sagia.gov.sa   
 
Mr. Mohammad al-Mani 
Managing Director-CEO 
President National Committee 
Council of Saudi Arabia 
Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 4223 
Jeddah 21491 
Tel.: 966-2 6918883 
Mobile: 966-555 611736 
Fax: 966-2 6917190 
E-mail: mo@fourwinds-ksa.com 
Website: www.fourwinds.ksa.com  
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Mahmoud al-Haffar 
Director 
Studies & Research and Environmental Issues  
Ministry of Transport 
ESCWA National Focal Point  
Abu Rumanah 
Damascus 
Tel.: 963-3331625 
Mobile: 963-944-590864 
Fax: 963-11-333162 
E-mail: mahmoudalhaffar@yahoo.com 
 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Dr. Naser Seif al-Mansouri 
General Manager 
National Transport Authority 
Abu Dhabi 
 
Mr. Salem Ali al-Zaabi 
Assistant Under-Secretary for Land & Marine 

Affairs 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 4182201 
Mobile: 6462211 
Fax: 02-4492266 
E-mail: h.e.salemalzaabi@nta.gov.ae   
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United Arab Emirates (continued) 
 
Mr. Ahmed Issa al-Hosani 
Consultant 
Legal Affairs 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 20-4182119 
Mobile: 971-50-4414536 
Fax: 02-4498050 
E-mail: hosani@nta.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Abdullah Salem al-Kathiri 
Director 
Land Transport Affairs 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 02-4182106 
Mobile: 971-50-4612225 
Fax: 02-4492844 
E-mail: alkatheeri.a@nta.gov.ae  
 
Ms. Badriya Ahmed al-Dhaheri 
Director 
Marine Affairs Department 
National Transport Authority 
P.O. Box 900 
Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 971-2 4182110 
Mobile: 50-6114445 
Fax: 971-2 4491500 
E-mail: aldaheri@hotmail.com 
             Aldaheri_uae@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Abdullah Eissa Musalem 
Director of Finance Department 
National Transport Authority 
P.O. Box 900 
Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 971-2 4182123 
 
Mr. Mahmoud al-Hosani 
Head 
Public Relations and Services 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 02-4182188 
Mobile: 971-50-4412415 
Fax: 4492833 
E-mail: mahmoodah@nta.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Wajih al-Nemer 
Public Relations 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 02-4182170 
Mobile: 971-50-6119011 
Fax: 4492833 
E-mail: wajih@nta.gov.ae 

Mr. Mohammad Sayah al-Mansouri 
Programmer 
National Transport Authority 
P.O. Box 900 
Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 02-4182138 
Mobile: 971-50-3190100 
Fax: 4492833 
E-mail: bozbozman@hotmail.com 
 
Ms. Fatima Ghareeb al-Nayadi 
Administrative Assistant 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 02-4182208 
Mobile: 971-50-8822460 
Fax: 4492833 
E-mail: fatima@nta.gov.ae 
 
Ms. Awatif Said al-Ghanim 
Secretary 
Marine Department 
National Transport Authority 
Tel.: 02-4182144 
Mobile: 971-50-6175595 
Fax: 4491500 
E-mail: awatif@nta.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Samir Mohammad al-Khatib 
Traffic Engineer 
Ministry of Interior 
P.O. Box 398 
Tel.: 02-4022654 
Mobile: 971-50-6135262 
Fax: 02-4446293 
E-mail: alkhatibs@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Saleh Ahmad Meraish 
Head 
Coordination and Follow-up Department 
Ministry of Interior 
P.O. Box 398 
Tel.: 02-4021666 
Mobile: 971-50-6422909 
Fax: 02-4446293 
 
Mr. Ahmad Hassan al-Noaimi 
Head 
Administration and Finance Affairs 
Secretariat of the Municipalities of Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 02-4444747 
Mobile: 971-50-2647000 
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United Arab Emirates (continued) 
 
Mr. Nizar Faisal al-Masha’al 
Director 
Organization and International Coordination 
Ministry of Economy 
 
Mr. Marwan Bin Khadim 
Department of Customs Affairs 
Dubai 
Mobile: 971-50-6226212 
E-mail: binkhadim@customs.com 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Ali Mohamad Ali Motafi 
Deputy Minister of Transport 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel.: 967-1-260902/260901 
Mobile: 967-7-711011115 
Fax: 967-1-260902 
E-mail: mutaafi_a@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Abdul Wahab al-Hakem 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Public Works and Highways  
Tel.: 967-1- 545385 
Mobile: 967-71-1123570 
Fax: 967-1-545964 
E-mail: altorok11@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Hamood Shamsan 
Deputy Assistant 
Technical Affairs 
Customs Department 
Tel.: 976-1-500974 
Mobile: 967-77-7790330- 711190330 
Fax: 967-1-500973 
E-mail: hm.shasan@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

B.  ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (ECE) 
COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Belarus 
 
Mr. Negrei Sergei 
Head 
Foreign Economic Relations Department 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
Chicherin St.21 
220017 Minsk 
Tel.: 375-172-934927 
Mobile: 375-29-6343019 
Fax: 375-17293-41-18 
E-mail: uvs@mintrans.mtk.by 
 
Bulgaria 
 
Mr. Georgi D. Popov 
Deputy Director 
International Relations Department 
Ministry of Transport 
Dyakon Ignaty St. 9 
Sofia 1000 
Tel.: 359 2 9409617 
Fax: 359 2 9874942 
E-mail: g_popov@mt.government.bg 
 
 
 
 

 
Turkey 
 
Mr. Emre Dincer 
Maritime Expert 
Prime Ministry Under-Secretariat of Maritime 

Affairs 
General Directorate for Merchant Marine 
GMK Bulvar No. 128 kat: 7 
TR-06100 Maltepe/Ankara 
Tel.: 90 535 773 2943 
Mobile: 90(312) 2322850/2337 
Fax: 90 (312) 232 4224 
Email: dincer77@gmail.com 
Website: www.denizcilik.gov.tr 
 
Mr. Mücahit Arman 
Director 
Strategic Planning Division 
General Directorate of Turkish Highways 
Ministry of Transport 
Karayollari Genel Mudurlugu, 
 Inonu Bulvari 
TR-06100 Yücetepe/Ankara 
Tel.: 90 312 415 8066 
Mobile: 90-505-6424986 
Fax: 90 312 417 1093 
Email: marman@kgm.gov.tr 
Website: www.kgm.gov.tr 



 

 15

Turkey (continued) 
 
Mr. Kamuran Yazici 
Head 
Strategic Development Department 
General Directorate of Turkish Highways 
Ministry of Transport 
Karayollari Genel Mudurlugu, 
 Inonu Bulvari 
TR-06100 Yücetepe/Ankara 
Tel.: 90 312 415 8064 
Mobile: 0532-3460725 
Fax: 90 312 417 1093 
Email: kyazici@kgm.gov.tr 
Website: www.kgm.gov.tr 
 
Ukraine 
 
Mr. Hryhorii Lehenkyi 
Director 
Transport and Communications Systems 
Development and Coordination Department 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
14, Peremogy ave. 
01135 Kyiv 
Tel.: 380-44 461 65 40  
Fax: 380-44 2165338  
Email: vmtkl@mtu.gov.ua 
            legenky@mtu.gov.ua 
Website: www.mtu.gov.ua 

Ms. Tetyana Dyachenko 
Head 
Division for Investment Policy and Cooperation 

with IFO 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
14, Peremogy ave. 
01135 Kyiv 
Tel.: 380-44 461 65 67 
Fax: 380-44 2165338 
Email: dyachenko@mtu.gov.ua 
Website: www.mtu.gov.ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

C.  ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (ECA) 
COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
Mr. Donat Bagula Mugangu 
Chef de Division Unique et Chargé de la 

Coordination du suivi des questions Régionales 
Ministère des Transports et Communications 

Secrétariat General  
636. Av.de l’Aérodrome 
Kinshasa/Ndolo 
Tel.: 243-998182103 
Mobile: 243-998182103 
E-fax: 448701300650 
E-mail: bagulamugangu@yahoo.fr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Djibouti 
 
Mr. Abdourahman Elmi Ismael 
Resident Representative 
Djibouti Port 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251-11-5533744 
Mobile: 251-911-202411 
Fax: 251-11-5534659 
E-mail: abdourahman.elmi@dpworld.com 
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D.  ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (ESCAP) 
COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
Mr. Mehdi Mahzoon 
Director 
General Road and Transportation Affairs 
Management and Planning Organization 
MPO Building, Buharestan Square 
Teheran 
Tel.: 98-2133115337 
Fax: 98-2133114646 
E-mail: transport@mporg.ir 
 
Kyrgyzstan 
 
Mr. Temir Niazbekov 
Head of Department 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
42, Isanov St. 
Bishkek 
Tel.: 922-312-662151 
Fax: 996-312-662151 
E-mail: niyazbekov@mail.ru 
 
 
 

Tajikistan 
 
Mr. Nurov Anvar 
Head 
State Supervision and Management Service in the 

Field of Transport 
40 Titovstr 
Dushambe 
Tel.: 992-37-2217423 
Fax: 992 372217423 
E-mail: mt-rt@mail.ru 
 
Uzbekistan 
 
Ms. Zilola Mukhamedova 
Head 
International Relations Department 
National Highway Administration 
68-A Pushkin St. 
Tashkent 
Tel.: 998-71-1361088 
Fax: 998-71-1360665 
E-mail: z_mukhamedova@hotmail.com 
Website: www.uzavtoyul.uz 
 

E.  INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

International Road Transport Union (IRU) 
 
Mr. Haydar Özkan 
General Delegate 
IRU Permanent Delegation to the Middle East and 

Region 
Yapi Kredi Plaza, C Blok, Kat: 15 
Levent 34330 Istanbul 
Turkey 
Telephone: 90-212-2849747 
Fax: 90-212-2849767 
E-mail: Istanbul@iru.org 
             Haydar.ozkan@iru.org 
Website: www.iru.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
F.  UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 

 
ESCWA 
Mr. Nabil Safwat 
Project Coordinator 
Team Leader, Transport 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh el-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1 978342 
Fax: 961-1 981510 
E-mail: safwatn@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 

Mr. Bassam Anani 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh el-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1 978358 
Fax: 961-1 981510 
E-mail: anani@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 
 



 

 17

ESCWA (continued) 
 
Mr. Nabil Moustafa 
GIS Consultant 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel/Mobile: 961-03-780174 
E-mail: nabilmoustafa79@hotmail.com  
 
Ms. Mona Fattah 
Research Assistant 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh el-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1 978350 
Fax: 961-1 981510 
E-mail: fattahm@un.org 
Website: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
Ms. Siham el Sabeh 
Staff Assistant 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh el-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1 978346 
Fax: 961-1 981510 
E-mail: elsabeh@un.org 
Website: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
ECE 
 
Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis 
Chief 
Transport and Infrastructure Development Section 
Transport Division 
8-14, avenue de la Paix 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel.: 41229171128 
Fax: 41229170039 
E-mail: michalis.adamantiadis@unece.org  
 
Mr. Miodrag Pesut 
Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Division 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
8-14, avenue de la Paix 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel.: 4122917 4136 
Fax: 41229170039 
Email: miodrag.pesut@unece.org 
 
 

Mr. Artur Bouten 
Legal Officer 
Transport Division 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel.: 41-22-9172433 
Fax: 41-22-9170039/0614 
E-mail: artur.bouten@unece.org  
 
Ms. Caroline Jeunet 
Programme Assistant 
Transport Division 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
8-14, avenue de la Paix 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel.: 412291732 42 
Fax: 41229170039 
E-mail: caroline.jeunet@unece.org 
 
ESCAP 
 
Ms. Geetha Rodrigo Karandawala 
Chief, Transport Facilitation Section 
Transport and Tourism Division 
Rajdamnern NOK Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Tel.: 66-2-2881376 
Fax: 66-2-2806042 
Email: karandawala.unescap@un.org  
 
Ms. Aygul Duysenhanova 
Associate Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Infrastructure Section 
Transport and Tourism Division 
Rajdamnern NOK Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Tel.: 662- 288-1559 
Fax: 662-280-6024, 288-3050 
E-mail: duysenhanova@un.org 
Website: www.unescap.org 
 
Ms. Denise Sumpf 
Associate Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Facilitation Section 
Transport and Tourism Division 
Rajdamnern NOK Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Tel.: 662-2882237 
Fax: 662-288-3050, 2806042 
E-mail: sumpf@un.org 
Website: www.unescap.org/ttdw 
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ECA 
 
Mr. Antonio Pedro 
Chief 
Infrastructure and Natural Recourses Development 

Section 
P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251-11-5443238 
Fax: 251-11-5514416 
E-mail: apedro@uneca.org 
Website: www.uneca.org 
 
Mr. Chukwdozie Ezigbalike 
Chief Geo-information Systems Section 
P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251-115444569 
Mobile: 251-12200911 
E-mail: ezigbalike@uneca.un.org 
Website: www.uneca.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Marie Therese Guiebo 
Economic Affairs Officer 
NEPAD and Regional Integration Division (NRID) 
P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251-11-5445352 
Fax: 251-11-5153005 
E-mail: mguiebo@uneca.org 
 
Mr. Robert Lisinge 
Transport and Trade Facilitation Specialist 
Trade, Finance & Economic Development Division 
P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251-11-544-3443 
Mobile: 251-911-886054 
Fax: 251-11-551-3038 
E-mail: tlisinge@uneca.org 
Website: www.uneca.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


