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A.  Introduction 

The Committee on Women was established pursuant to Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) resolution 240 (XXII) of 17 April 2003, which was endorsed by the United Nations Economic and Social Council in its resolution 2003/9 of 18 July 2004.  It was established with the aim of following up international and regional conferences on women, ensuring the participation of ESCWA member countries in those conferences and coordinating the efforts exerted by member countries and regional organizations in the implementation of resolutions and recommendations adopted by those conferences.  The Committee on Women held its first founding session in Beirut, on 4 and 5 December 2003, its second session in Beirut, from 8 to 10 July 2004 and its third session in the Headquarters of the General Women’s Union of the United Arab Emirates in Abu Dhabi, on 14 and 15 March 2007.  The Committee will hold its fourth session under the theme “Promoting the Economic Participation of Arab Women” at the Bristol Hotel in Beirut, from 21 to 23 October 2009. 

The session will focus on empowering women economically, increasing their participation in economic activities and addressing the negative impacts of the international financial crisis on the status of women in the Arab region.


An expert group meeting will convene two days before the session to review the progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in the Arab region: Beijing +15.  It will be held at Bristol Hotel in Beirut, on 19 and 20 October 2009.  Government and non-government experts will attend the meeting in which the draft consolidated Arab report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action will be discussed.  The recommendations made at the meeting will be presented to the Committee on Women at its fourth session for discussion and adoption.

B.  Background information 

Efforts exerted by ESCWA, as regional coordination agent, in the preparation for and follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing, from 4 to 15 September 1995 (Beijing Conference), resulted in the adoption, by the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs of the League of Arab States in 1995, of the Arab Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2005.  A year after the Beijing Conference, the League of Arab States held, in coordination with ESCWA, the Arab Conference for the Development of a Programme of Work and a Follow-up Mechanism Beyond Beijing Conference, in Amman, from 25 to 29 September 1996.  The Consolidated Arab Programme of Work, which was developed at the Arab Conference, was endorsed by the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs in 1997. 


The second Arab Meeting to Follow-up Beijing Conference was convened by ESCWA and the League of Arab States in Beirut, from 12 to 15 December 1998, to prepare for the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly (Beijing +5), which was held in New York, from 5 to 9 June 2000, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 52/231 of 4 June 1998 on the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and full implementation of the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action.  A regional report on the progress achieved since Beijing Conference was prepared by ESCWA for the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly.


Subsequently, the preparations for Beijing +10 were launched in two phases: in the first phase, ESCWA organized the first preparatory meeting for Beijing +10, which was held in Beirut, on 8 and 9 March 2003, with the aim of monitoring the progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Arab Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women, by reviewing, examining and assessing achievements and defining the challenges that prevented the realization of goals set up in 1995.  On the basis of suggestions presented by Arab countries, ESCWA prepared a document in which new actions and initiatives were recommended to overcome the challenges hindering the empowerment of Arab women in order to accelerate the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Arab Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2005.


In the second phase, and pursuant to General Assembly resolution 58/148 of 22 December 2003 on the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and full implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, ESCWA organized the Arab Regional Conference Ten Years After Beijing: Call for Peace, which was held in Beirut, from 8 to 10 July 2004.  The Conference endorsed the Beirut Declaration on Arab Women Ten Years after Beijing: A Call for Peace, after its adoption by the Committee on Women at its second session, which was held as part of the Conference.  The Beirut Declaration was to be implemented during the following ten years until 2015, in the implementation process of the Beijing Platform for Action, with a view to empower women, improve their situation and increase their participation in the political, economic and social fields.


In the context of the preparations taking place at the international, regional and national levels to review and assess the efforts exerted by countries to implement the resolutions made at Beijing Conference 15 years later (Beijing +15), and in assisting member countries in the process of monitoring the progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, a draft consolidated Arab report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action 15 years later was jointly prepared and coordinated by ESCWA and the League of Arab States. The report will be discussed at the expert group meeting, which will precede the fourth session of the Committee on Women, and subsequently adopted at the session.  The report will form the Arab segment of the fifteen-year world review report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (Beijing +15), which will be submitted to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-fourth session to be held in New York, from 1 to 12 March 2010.


The draft consolidated Arab report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action was prepared on the basis of responses given by Arab countries to a questionnaire prepared by the secretariat for the purpose of monitoring the efforts exerted by those countries at the practical and strategic levels to implement the Beijing Platform for Action.  The report focused on country performances in that regard and on the achievements, obstacles and future challenges.
C.  Aims


The Committee on Women at its fourth session aims to:


(a)
Review and assess progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action 15 years later, adopt the consolidated Arab report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (Beijing +15), determine future priorities for the period until 2015 and present new initiatives and actions aimed at accelerating the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Arab Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2005 and addressing challenges to implementation;


(b)
Explore ways to empower women economically, eliminate obstacles hindering their professional development, increase their participation in economic activities to achieve sustainable development, and address the negative impacts of the international financial crisis on the status of women;


(c)
Review the activities undertaken by the ESCWA Centre for Women since the third session of the Committee on Women, and present the proposed programme of work for the biennium 2010-2011 in the field of advancement of women for discussion and comments.

D.  agenda


The provisional agenda and annotations for the fourth session of the Committee on Women are contained in document E/ESCWA/ECW/2009/IG.1/L.1.
E.  Documents

The session documents can be downloaded from the session web page available at: http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=1065E.

Members of participating delegations wishing to provide documents for distribution are requested to submit them to the Secretary of ESCWA, Mr. Adam Albagir, or to the session coordinator, Ms. Rania Al-Jazairi.  A minimum of 100 copies should be provided to ensure distribution to all delegations.

F.  Participants


Representatives of National Machineries for the Advancement of Women in member countries, including ministries, councils and committees on women from all Arab countries, will participate in the session as government experts.


Representatives of United Nations programmes and specialized agencies, international and regional governmental and non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, other governmental organizations, national and regional networks, research centres active in the field and bilateral and multilateral regional and national donors, in addition to experts, consultants and academics will attend the session as observers.


The secretariat hopes that country representation would be at the ministerial level and that delegations would include experts in issues related to the development of women.  In accordance with the United Nations regulations for such intergovernmental meetings, member countries participating in the session are responsible for the travel and accommodation expenses of their representatives. 

G.  Date, venue and registration

The fourth session of the Committee on Women will be held at the Bristol Hotel in Beirut, from 21 to 23 October 2009.  Registration will commence at 9 a.m. on Wednesday 21 October 2009.  Participants will be provided with identification badges, which are required to be worn at all times at the session venue.  The session will be opened at 10 a.m. on the same day and closed at 4 p.m. on Friday 23 October 2009.  It will be preceded by an expert group meeting to review the progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in the Arab region: Beijing +15, which will be held at the Bristol Hotel in Beirut, on 19 and 20 October 2009.  
H.  Language of the session


Session proceedings will be in Arabic, with simultaneous interpretation into and from English and Arabic.  If needed, English may be used for paper presentations.
I.  Entry visas to lebanon

Participants may obtain entry visas through the Lebanese Embassy in their respective countries.  If for any reason, such as non-existence of a Lebanese Embassy, entry visa in not possible to obtain, ESCWA may assist in issuing a visa.  In that event, a copy of the passport and the following information should be sent by fax to ESCWA no later than 1 October 2009:

1. Name.

2. Title/profession.

3. Place and date of birth.

4. Nationality.

5. Permanent address.

6. Passport number.

7. Place and date of issuance.

8. Expiration date (provided that it is valid for at least six months).

9. Period of stay in Lebanon.

J.  Accommodation and transportation

ESCWA advises participants to make reservations with a hotel in Beirut.  Special arrangements were made by ESCWA to obtain reduced rates (a comprehensive list of most hotels in Beirut can be downloaded from the following link: http://css.escwa.org.lb/ecw/1065/Hotel09.pdf).  Participants may contact directly the reservation service at the selected hotel and mention that they participate in the fourth session of the Committee on Women of ESCWA in order to obtain the reduced rates.  Participants must settle hotel accommodation and other expenses directly with the hotel before departure.  

K.  Correspondence


All session-related correspondence should be sent to the following ESCWA officials:
Ms. Afaf Omer 
Chief

ESCWA Centre for Women
Economic and Social Commission for Western
   Asia 

P.O. Box: 11-8575
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978729

Mobile: 961-71-181585
Fax: 961-1-981510

E-mail: omer1@un.org
Ms. Rania Al-Jazairi 
Social Affairs Officer
ESCWA Centre for Women

Economic and Social Commission for Western
   Asia

P.O. Box: 11-8575

Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978755

Mobile: 961-3-815158

Fax: 961-1-981510

E-mail: al-jazairi@un.org
Ms. Carla Moussa

Administrative Assistant

ESCWA Centre for Women

Economic and Social Commission for Western
   Asia

P.O. Box: 11-8575

Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978738
Fax: 961-1-981510
E-mail: moussa1@un.org
-----









ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL


COUNCIL





�





UNITED NATIONS





E














09-0347
2
3

