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High-level Conference on:
SCR1325@20: Gauging Progress and Addressing the Gaps
Landmark Hotel Amman, 7, 8 November 2019

Agenda

Thursday, 7 November 2019

8:30-9:00

Registration

9:00-9:30

Opening session

High-level keynote speakers will give a warm welcome to conference participants, and speak
about the importance of the Women, Peace, and Security agenda to overcome dual gender
equality and peace and security challenges.

Dr. Mehrinaz EIAwady, Director of the ESCWA Centre for Women

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN Women (Recorded Message)

Amb. Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, Assistant Secretary-General - Head of Social Affairs Sector-
League of Arab States

9:30-11:30

Session 1| The State of the Women, Peace, and Security in the Arab Region

This session sets the tone for the conference, reflecting on the key trends in the region on
gender equality and peace and security since the year 2000. It will also draw parallels with the
evolution and relevance of the WPS agenda to reiterate its increasing relevance and centrality
for the Arab States region in particular.

Speakers:

Amb. Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, Assistant Secretary-General - Head of Social Affairs Sector-
League of Arab States

H.E. Dr. Amal Hammad, Minister of Women'’s Affairs, Palestine

H.E. Nazeiha ElObaidi, Minister for Women, Family, Childhood, and Elderly, Tunisia

Dr. Salma AINims, Secretary-General of the Jordanian National Committee for Women

Moderator: Dr. Mehrinaz EIAwady, Director, ESCWA Centre for Women

Special Segment: Launch of the Women, Peace, and Security Index
Dr. Jeni Klugman, Georgetown Institute for Women Peace and Security

This session will introduce the second iteration of the WPS Index for the region, as well as
providing a reading of Status in Arab countries from a systematic and objective perspective.

11:30-11:50

Break

11:50-13:30

Session 2| WPS and Sustaining Peace: Understanding the Opportunity Cost

This session focuses on the WPS Agenda’s value-added contributions to reinforcing the
foundations of peace and strengthening stability and security, moving from negative peace to
durable peace and just societies. It will also explore linkages between the WPS and Sustaining
Peace Agendas and provide specific examples on the usefulness of the agenda in the context
of peace and stability.

Speakers:




Dr. Elie Abouaoun, Regional Director for MENA, U.S. Institute for Peace

Ms. Zahra’a Langhi, Activist and Researcher on Women, Peace, and Security
H.E. Minister plenipotentiary Mahmoud Afifi, Egypt

Ms. Mervat Rishmawi, Researcher in Human Rights

Moderator: Ms. Maryse Guimond, UN Women Representative in Palestine

13:30-14:30

Lunch

14:30-16:30

Session 3| WPS and Conflict Resolution: What works?

This session draws on the previous session but moving the emphasis to countries in-conflict
and affected by crisis. It highlights how transitioning from conflict to peace requires actions
that are interwoven within crises management and conflict mitigation. It will also present
specific examples on the contributions of the agenda to peace processes.

Speakers:

H.E. Dr. Ibtihaj Al-Kamal, Minister of Social Affairs and Labour, Yemen

H.E. Lina EISheikh Mahjoub, Minister of Labour and Social Development, Sudan
Dr Mohammed AlQash, Director of the Syrian Authority for Family and Population
Dr. Afaf Omer, Chief, Gender Advisory Unit, UNIFIL

Moderator: Myriam Sfeir, Arab Women Institute, Lebanese American University

Friday, 8 November

9:00-11:00 | Session 4| Interventions by member States
Towards achieving the intended objectives of the WPS agenda, this segment opens the
space for ESCWA member States delegates to renew their commitments towards the WPS
agenda and highlight the key priorities for action. . Each intervention will include the
following key components:
- Reiteration of Commitment towards the WPS Agenda
- Description of key actions implemented in response to the agenda
- Highlighting key instruments for measurement of progress
Moderator: Dr. Salma AlINims, Secretary-General of the Jordanian National Committee for
Women
11:00-11:30 | Break
11:30-13:30 | Session 5| Accelerating the Implementation of the WPS Agenda

This session discusses a number of key considerations in the implementation of the WPS
agenda, particularly the role of institutions, financing, linking the WPS agenda within the
broader internationally-agreed development frameworks, and the interlinks between
gender equality and peace and security within national responses.

Speakers:

Ms. Mirine Abi Chaker, National Commission for Lebanese Women
Dr. Mouza AlShehhi, Head, UN Women Liaison Office to the Arab Gulf
Ms. Sarah Boukhary, Co-director, MENA Programme, WILPF

Ms. Maha Awad, Wojoud Foundation for Development, Yemen

Moderator: Dr. Raidan AISAQQAF, Social Affairs Officer, UNESCWA




13:30-14:30 | Lunch

14:30 - 16:30 | Session 6| SCR1325@20: Looking into the future
This session provides a summary of the key messages from each session, highlighting key
conclusions, recommendations, and next steps.
Moderator: Ms. Nada Darwazah, Chief- Gender Equality Section, UNESCWA

16:30 Closing




