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7. In an effort to address global technology trends, a special session will be dedicated to the 
technological issues pertaining to climate change, which is considered a priority area within ESCWA 
strategic framework. The session will address the impact of ICT and other technologies on climate change.  
 
C.  Topics 
 
8. The issues to be addressed at the Fifth ESTIC meeting include:  

(a) Progress made in the implementation of the recommendations of the previous ESTIC meeting; 
(b) Progress made towards the establishment of the ETC for Development, including hosting 

selection process and final hosting agreement with the Government of Jordan, as well as the 
preparatory activities leading to the opening of the ETC by the third quarter of 2010; 

(c) ICTD activities in promoting and supporting the establishment of Science, Technology, and 
Innovation (STI) Observatories in the region;  

(d) Follow-up to and implementation of the WSIS outcomes in Western Asia; 
(e) Developmental impact of technologies including ICT on climate change;  
(f) ICTD activities implemented during 2008-2009, and work programme for the biennium 2010-

2011; and  
(g) Proposed strategic framework for 2012-2013. 

 
D.  Outcomes 
 
9. The outcomes of the Fifth ESTIC meeting will be submitted to the ESCWA 26th ministerial session 
that will take place in Beirut, Lebanon, during 17-20 May 2010, for approval.   
These outcomes will consist of: 

(i) Recommendations regarding the ETC, particularly proposed Statute and Hosting Agreement 
with the Government of Jordan, in light of the United Nations legal review; 

(ii) Draft resolutions related to the ETC and the follow-up to the WSIS outcomes; 
(iii) Recommendations for essential changes to the 2010-2011 work programme; and  
(iv) Refinement of the proposed strategic framework for 2012-2013. 

  
E.  Organization 
 
10. The Fifth meeting of ESTIC is organized by the Information and Communications Technology 
Division (ICTD) of ESCWA, and will be held on the 29th and 30th of March 2010, at ESCWA 
Headquarters, in Beirut, Lebanon. 
 
F.  Participants and registration 
 
11. Participants in the meeting include a selected group of distinguished experts in science, technology 
and innovation, including ICT, from academic institutions, research centres, governmental institutions, 
ministries and enterprises engaged in innovative activities, as well as representatives of international and 
regional development agencies. 
 
G.  Languages 
 
12. English and Arabic are the working languages of the meeting, noting that simultaneous interpretation 
will not be provided. 
 
H.  Additional information and correspondence 
 
13. The Web page http://www.escwa.un.org/divisions/ictd/estic/ presents the latest information on the 
meeting and pre-registration.  Correspondences, submissions, inquiries and requests for additional information 
are to be addressed to:  

Mr. Mansour Farah, Senior IT Officer and ICT Policies Team Leader,  
ICTD, UN-ESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon   
Phone: +961-1-978538, Mobile:  +961-3-360357, Fax: +961-1-981510 
Email farah14@un.org or escwa-ictd@un.org  


