
Disability in the Arab World: 
From Charity to Agency

• It can be any of us – common causes.

• Discrepancy in data reporting on disability in the Arab region

• Progress in Arab governments recognizing rights of persons with 
disabilities

• Let’s promote agency for persons with disabilities—the rights of 
persons with disability are the rights of everyone. 



It can be any of us.



Under-reporting in the Arab World

Link to Twitter

https://twitter.com/ESCWACIU/status/936602246363664384


Regional Commitments 
Towards Inclusion 

Link to Twitter

https://twitter.com/ESCWACIU/status/936274571472396294


The rights of persons with disabilities 
are the rights of everyone 

Link to Twitter

https://twitter.com/ESCWACIU/status/936934215207309312


Blog Post SOURCES: 

United Nations. 2006. Convention On the Rights of People 
with Disabilities. 

ESCWA. 2014. Disability in the Arab Region: An Overview. 

ESCWA. 2017. Strengthening Social Protection of Persons 
with Disabilities in Arab Countries.

ESCWA. 2017. Arabs Disability Statistics in Numbers 2017. 

NCBI. 2013. Disability Statistics: An Integral but missing 
(and misunderstood) Component of Development Work.

Population Reference Bureau. 2005. Marriage in the Arab 
world. 

UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 2007. 
Disabilities: Frequently Asked Questions.

World Bank & World Health Organization. 2011. World 
Report on Disability. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx#1
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/page_attachments/disability_in_the_arab_region-_an_overview_-_en_1.pdf
https://www.unescwa.org/sub-site/arab-disability-statistics-2017
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4766593/
http://www.prb.org/pdf05/MarriageInArabWorld_Eng.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/faqs.htm
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/665131468331271288/pdf/627830WP0World00PUBLIC00BOX361491B0.pdf

