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Summary 
 
 The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) convened the Fifth Meeting of 
the Regional Task Force on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses in Beirut, from 23 to 
24 March 2009. 
 
 Discussions focused on revising the Arabic translated version of the “Principles and 
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” (PRPHCR2); the role of the 
media in censuses; the organization and conduct of censuses in cities; and the exchange of relevant 
successful experiences and expertise among ESCWA member countries. 
 
 The meeting concluded with a number of recommendations, most importantly the recommendation 
to exchange experiences among member countries in connection with all the phases of the 2010 round 
of population and housing censuses and the completion of the revision of the translated Arabic version 
of PRPHCR2.  
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Introduction 
 

1. In accordance with the recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on 
Population and Housing Censuses, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
organized the Fifth meeting of the Regional Task Force on Population and Housing Censuses in Beirut, from 
23 to 24 March 2009. 
 

I.  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2. The meeting concluded with the following recommendations: 
 
 (a) The meeting recommended that member countries exchange experiences in all the phases of 
population and housing censuses on the ESCWA Web page entitled “ESCWA Census Net”, especially those 
countries that have conducted or have started preparing for the 2010 round population and housing censuses, 
namely Egypt, Palestine, the Sudan and the Gulf Cooperation Council countries.  It also recommended that 
ESCWA establish an electronic link with the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) to enable ESCWA 
member countries to familiarize themselves with the experiences of other countries and to view the periodic 
UNSD Newsletter; 
 
 (b) The meeting recommended that the Arabic version of the “Principles and Recommendations for 
Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” (PRPHCR2) be finalized.  In this connection, the meeting 
recommended that Parts One, Two and Three of PRPHCR2 be evaluated by Palestine, Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia respectively; it also recommended that the technically and linguistically revised final Arabic version 
of PRPHCR2 be submitted no later than May 2009 to Qatar which had assumed the task of its translation; 
 
 (c) The meeting requested from Qatar to revise the Arabic translation of PRPHCR2 and distributing 
the revised version to the members of the regional task force no later than June 2009 in order for them to 
review the revision and send their notes thereon to Qatar, with ESCWA undertaking the task of coordination 
and follow-up so that PRPHCR2 will be ready for use no later than September 2009; 
 
 (d) The participants agreed on the importance of the preparation of a regional supplement to 
PRPHCR2 to reflect the particular characteristics of the countries of the region.  In this regard, a task force 
was formed, comprising Egypt, Jordan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan and Yemen, to draw up the proposed 
supplement in order to have it ready for discussion at the Sixth Meeting of the Regional Task Force; 
 
 (e) The meeting considered ways to develop statistical work including censuses in the ECWA 
member countries and recommended that this topic be discussed at the next session of the Statistical 
Committee and requested the secretariat of ESCWA to include it in the agenda of the ninth session of the 
Statistical Committee; 
 
 (f) The Sixth Meeting of the Regional Task Force will be held in Oman; its agenda and date will be 
agreed upon later.  The tasks expected to be undertaken at the Sixth Meeting are summarized in annex I. 

 
II.  TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
3. Mr. Ali Bin Mahbub, Chairman of the Regional Task Force, reviewed the recommendations of the 
Fourth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses, 
pointing out that most of them were implemented including the one regarding the formation of three working 
groups to revise the Arabic translation of PRPHCR2 as well as the others concerning population and housing 
censuses. Moreover, the recommendation on conducting a number of studies on country experiences in 
censuses was implemented. 
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4. The role of the media in the censuses of Oman was reviewed, with emphasis on the goals and methods 
of the census media campaign.  Oman benefited effectively from the private sector which produced census 
posters and signs; it also involved in campaign officials, tribal chiefs, religious instructors, youth, 
commercial centres, and all those concerned with academic, educational, cultural and social activities.  For 
example, the Minister of Information assumed the chairmanship of the Information Committee. 
 
5. The information campaign for the 2010 census round in Oman adopted a methodology different from 
that used in 2003; it stressed the expected census results and took advantage of the timely availability of 
accurate figures.  The information campaign also included all kinds of media – television, radio, press, public 
debates and other means such as press conferences, placards, information material, as well as awareness-
raising campaigns in mosques and schools.  All these activities made a significant contribution to the 
information campaign.  There is no doubt that the Omani information campaign has shed light on the 
significance of linking census data to municipal data. 
 
6. A presentation on the Omani preparations for the 2010 census covered the actions preceding the 
conduct of the census, which included awareness-raising, selection and training of human resources, 
producing forms, checking residence numbers, choice of required technology and the software to be used in 
entering and verifying data. 
 
7. In accordance with the recommendations of the Washington Group on Disability Statistics, the 
meeting discussed the collection of data on disability.  The definition of disability provided by the 
Washington Group was also discussed in light of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability 
and Health (ICF) adopted at the meeting of the Washington Group which was held in October 2008 in 
Manila, the Philippines.  Moreover, the meeting addressed the significance of disability data and their 
measurement as well as a number of questions on disability included in census forms and surveys. 
 
8. The meeting discussed the Arabic translation of PRPHCR2.  Participants made general remarks about 
the lack of correspondence between the Arabic and English versions in paragraph and table numbering as 
well as about the translation of some terms.  The meeting stressed the need for both versions to be identical, 
especially with regard to pagination and numbering of paragraphs and tables. 
 
9. As the three working groups (Jordan, Palestine and Saudi Arabia) concerned could not complete the 
required revision, the meeting requested them to finalize the translation and send it to Qatar no later than 
May 2009. 
 
10. Participants discussed the experience of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
in the preparation of a manual on the recommendations of the Conference of European Statisticians 
concerning the 2010 Censuses of Population and Housing.  The participants reviewed the objectives and 
topics of that manual; the relationship between a census and a programme of action; the possible time frame 
for the census; and the difference between a global and regional census guide, pointing out the significance 
of the regional one. 
 
11. Participants discussed the need for ESCWA member countries to have a regional supplement to 
PRPHCR2, stressing the importance to take into consideration the particular characteristics of ESCWA 
member countries. 
 
12. Jordan made a presentation on its experience in conducting city censuses, which were unprecedented 
in that country.  It described the city census undertaken in 2007 in Aqaba, in view of its economic and 
touristic significance.  The city of Aqaba census was intended to be used in drawing up plans for the 
implementation of investment and development projects in that city.  The presentation also addressed the 
census methodology and the definitions used, including the definitions of housing; training of personnel; 
duties of officials; verification and accuracy of data; and dissemination of census results. 
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13. Participants discussed the integration of gender into national statistical systems and censuses.  A 
presentation briefly addressed the significance of gender statistics and their definition as well as how to 
integrate gender into national statistical systems.  A number of examples from member countries were 
presented.  The presentation concluded by presenting a number of proposals for the integration of gender 
statistics in population censuses. 
 
14. Discussions also addressed the experience of the Sudan in conducting population and housing in 2010.  
The country’s fifth census was conducted in 2008.  The presentation dealt with preparatory work, including 
the financial aspects of the use of technology in forms and data collection.  It also addressed the role of the 
Central Bureau of Statistics in follow-up work and quality control was discussed. 
 
15. Egypt made a presentation on its experience, referring to the lessons learnt and the recommendations 
implemented with regard to the use of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) in population and housing 
census.  The presentation addressed four important points: the smart system of data entry; pre-tests; 
challenges faced in preparation and implementation; and the lessons learnt.  The representative of Egypt also 
spoke about the importance of technology in improving data quality, accessibility and availability. 
 
16. Annex III contains a list of the documents distributed at the meeting. 
 

III.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A.  DATE AND VENUE OF THE MEETING 
 
17. The Fifth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing 
Censuses was attended by 13 participants with practical experience in censuses representing national 
statistical offices, along with a number of expert statisticians (see annex II). 
 

B.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
18. The opening statement was made by Mr. Ali Bin Mahbub, representative of Oman and chairman of the 
Regional task Force on the 2010 Round on Population and Housing Censuses.  He stressed the need for 
cooperation and sharing experiences among countries in all spheres of statistics, particularly the preparation 
and implementation of censuses. 
 
19. Mr. Juraj Riecan, Chief of the Statistics Division at ESCWA, welcomed the participants and stated 
that censuses, though difficult and costly, constitute a fundamental tool in collecting data on populations and 
countries. 
 

C.  AGENDA 
 
20. The meeting considered the following agenda: 
 
 1. Opening of the Fifth Meeting of the Regional task Force on Population and Housing Censuses. 
 
 2. Adoption of the agenda. 
 
 3. Consideration and discussion of topics: 
 
  (a) Follow-up of the recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Regional Task Force; 
 
  (b) Experience of Oman regarding the role of the media in census-taking; 
 
  (c) Round-table meeting on the Arabic Translation of the “Principles and Recommendations for 

Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2”; 
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  (d) Formation of a working group to prepare “Principles and Recommendations for Population 
and Housing Censuses” for ESCWA; 

 
  (e) Use of the set of questions raised by the Washington Group on Disability Statistics; 
 
  (f) Planning a census for a specific city; 
 
  (g) The Sudan’s experience in conducting population and housing census in 2008; 
 
  (h) Integration of gender into censuses; 
 
  (i) Lessons learnt and recommendations suggested regarding the use of Optical Character 

Recognition (OCR) based on the conduct of the 2006 population and housing census of 
Egypt; 

 
 4. Conclusions and recommendations. 
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Annex I 
 

TIME FRAME FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE REGIONAL  
TASK FORCE UNTIL ITS SIXTH MEETING 

 
Activity Time 
Revision of the Arabic translation of the “Principles and 
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, 
Revision 2” and provision of relevant observations to the State 
of Qatar 

May 2009 

Correction of the Arabic translation (in Qatar) and distribution of 
corrected copies to those concerned 

June 2009 

Ready state of the “Principles and Recommendations for 
Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” 

September 2009 

Conceptualization of regional recommendations for a regional 
supplement to the “Principles and Recommendations for 
Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” 

To be ready three months before the 
date of the Sixth Meeting 

Sixth Meeting of the Regional Task Force October 2009 
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Annex II* 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A.  MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
Egypt 
 
Mr. Aly Ahmed Shahin 
Manager of reviewing department 
CAPMAS 
Tel.: 202-24023031/202-24022575 
Fax: 202-24024099 
Mobile: 0125134389 
E-mail: ALY_SHHN@YAHOO.COM 
 
Iraq 
 
Ms. Nuha Khudher Youssif 
General Director/Executive Census Director 
COSIT 
P.O. Box 8001 
Mobile: 00964-7901926276 
E-mail: nuha_sharma@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Sameer Khudhair Hadi 
Senior Statistician 
COSIT 
P.O. Box 8001 
Tel: 00964-7701-293754 
E-mail: elhadisk@yahoo.com 
 
Jordan 
 
Ms. Ikhlas Selim Al Aranki 
Director of Household Directorate, Technical 
  Assistant of population and housing census 
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 2015 Amman 11181 
Tel.: 00962-6-5300717 
Mobile: 00962-6-795200284 
E-mail: Ikhlas@dos.gov.jo 
 
Lebanon 
 
Mr. Ziad Abdallah 
Deputy Head of Technology Department 
CAS 
Beirut 
Tel.: 961-1-373163 
Fax: 961-1-373161 
Mobile: 961-3-840270 
E-mail: ziabd@yahoo.com 

Mr. Hasan Hijazi 
Economist/CEO 
The Economist House 
Beirut, Central District, Azarieh Building 
P.O. Box 2026-6601 
Beirut 
Tel.: 00961-1-998585 
Fax: 00961-1-998585 
Mobile: 00961-3-241393 
E-mail: economist_101@hotmail.com 
 
Oman 
 
Mr. Ali Bin Mahboub 
General Director Social Statistics 
Ministry of National Economy 
P.O. Box 881 Muscat 113 
Tel.: 00968-24698825 
Fax: 2469809 
Mobile: 00968-99355011 and 00968-99244300 
E-mail: alimahbub@hotmail.com 
 npcoman@moneoman.gov.om 
 
Qatar 
 
Ms. Noora Jamaan Al-Abdullah 
Statistics Researcher 
Statistics Authority 
P.O. Box 7283 
Doha 
Tel.: 00974-4958842 
Fax: 00974-4837038 
E-mail: nalabdullah@planning.gov.qa 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Fahed Abdulaziz Al Fahead  
Director of Population and Vital Statistics Central 
  Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 3735 
1118 Riyadh 
Tel.: 96614123850 
Fax: 96614123850 
Mobile: 966505225683 
E-mail: alfhied@cds.gov.sa 
 
 

______________________ 
*  Issued as submitted. 
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Saudi Arabia (continued) 
 
Mr. Nasser Ibrahim Al Garba 
Senior Statistician 
Department of Population and Vital Statistics 
Central Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box 3735 
1118 Riyadh 
Tel.: 96614123850 
Fax: 96614123850 
Mobile: 966505412640 
E-mail: naljarba@cds.gov.sa 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Fadel Mohamad AlChikh 
Deputy Director 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
Abu Rummaneh – Nezar Kabbani Str., Damascus 
Tel.: 11-333625800963 
Fax: 00963-11-3322292 
Mobile: 00963-988-315663 
E-mail: cbs.syr@gmail.com 

The Sudan 
 
Mr. Mustaf Hassan Ali 
Director, Statistical Coordination and Field Work 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
P.O. Box 700, Khartoum 
Tel : 0024983784758 
Fax: 0024983784750 
Mobile: 00249912691305 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Fares Ali Qaid Al-Gahmi 
Assistant Census Director 
Central Statistics Office 
Tel.: 9671250108 
 9671250618 
Fax: 9671250664 
Mobile: 967734189091 
E-mail: cso1@y.net.ye 
 
 

 
B.  EXPERTS 

 
Mr. Fathi Nsour 
Census International Expert 
UNFPA/Iraq Office 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel.: 00962-6-5549864 
Fax: 00962-6-5548476 
Mobile: 00962-79-5222300 
E-mail: nsour@unfpa.org 
 fathi@dos.gov.jo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
C.  ESCWA STATISTICS DIVISION 

 
Mr. Juraj Riecan 
Chief, Statistics Division 
ESCWA 
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Tel.: 00961-1-981301 
Fax: 00961-1-981510 
E-mail: riecan@un.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil 
Team Leader 
Statistics Division 
ESCWA 
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Tel.: 00961-1-981301 
Fax: 00961-1-981510 
E-mail: abdelfadil@un.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 10

Ms. Neda Jafar 
Statistician 
Statistics Division 
ESCWA 
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Tel.: 00961-1981301 
Fax: 00961-1-981510 
E-mail: jafarn@un.org 
 

Ms. Zeina Sinno 
Statistics Assistant 
Statistics Division 
ESCWA 
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Tel.: 00961-1-981301 
Fax: 00961-1-981510 
E-mail:  sinnoz@un.org 
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Annex III 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

Title  Symbol  

  بلا رمز  مذكرة توضيحية

  بلا رمز  تنظيم الأعمال المقترح

  بلا رمز  جدول الأعمال المؤقت

 E/ESCWA/SCU/2008/2  تقرير الاجتماع الرابع لفريق العمل الإقليمي حول تعدادات السكان والمساكن

  بلا رمز  الحملة الإعلامية للتعداد

Why to have regional guidelines for population and housing 
censuses 

  بلا رمز

  بلا رمز المنهجية – ٢٠٠٧تعداد السكان والمساكن لمدينة العقبة 

 ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/67/REV.2  ٢مبادئ وتوصيات خاصة بتعدادات السكان والمساكن تنقيح 

  بلا رمز  إدماج منظور النوع الاجتماعي في تعدادات السكان

  بلا رمز  وع جمع بيانات الإعاقة حسب توصيات مجموعة واشنطنتلخيص موض

الدروس المكتسبة والتوصيات في مجال استخدام الماسح الضوئي في تنفيذ 
  تعداد السكان والمساكن

  بلا رمز

Oman – Census 2010: Pre-Census – Building Counting بلا رمز  

Sudan 5th population census بلا رمز  

Conference of European Statisticians Recommendations for the 
2010 Censuses of Population and Housing  

ECE/CES/STAT/NONE/2006/4  

 
 


