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Outline

● Definition

● Options for creating open data platforms

● Open data platform solutions
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Open data platforms

Open data platforms are pieces of software 
that make it simpler to publish and manage 
open data on the Web.

3 Key features:

● Discoverable data

● Consistent access to data

● Consistent user experience
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For data users:

consistency and ease 
of access to open 
data from around the 
world

Open data platforms

For data publishers:

A guide through the 
process of 
publishing data
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Three possible practices ...

Publishing through 
an API

Publishing datasets 
as files on a website

Uploading datasets 
as files to a dedicated 
open data portal
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Three possible practices ...

Publishing datasets as files on a website

https://www.ajman.ae/ar/ajman-data

Ajman Data website
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Three possible practices ...

Uploading to an open data portal:

https://data.gov.uk/

Data.gov.uk
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Three possible practices ...

Using Application Programming Interface (APIs):

https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/open-data-users/unified-api?intcmp=29422

tfl.gov.uk



Why to consider (APIs)?

💬 Discussion



Three possible practices ...

Why to consider (APIs)?

💬 Discussion

Because we need to make data 
available and understandable for both 
humans and machines.
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Open data formats

Human
Consumption

Machine
Consumption
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Making transport “smart” with data

● Population: 9 million
● Visitors: 19 million a year
● 10 million daily trips via 

public transport. 

● Over 5,000 developers

● 800+ apps

58:1 is the ROI from open data for Transport for London (2014)
Images credit: https://citymapper.com/
https://www.gizmodo.co.uk/2018/05/heathrow-airport-wins-star-wars-day/
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Key features of open data platforms...

● Usability and accessibility

● Data catalogue

● Metadata

● Data licence

● Dataset download option

● Data format

● Data preview

● Data visualization

● Search function

● Engagement

● Application programming 

interface (API)

● Security

● Monitoring and analytics
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Key features of open data platforms...

Demo

https://data.gov.uk/

Data.gov.uk
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Sample open data platforms solutions



Reflections

What is one thing you’re going to go away 
and do after today?



Thank you
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Outline

● Definitions

● Creating the inventory and catalogue

● Data Spectrum

● Data licence
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📝 Post-lunch Exercise!!

On a piece of paper, write down a 
number that reflects something 
about you or your life!

5 minutes
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Definitions

The inventory is the master record of all high-value 
datasets owned by that organization and are candidate 
to be published as open data.

An open data catalogue contains datasets that have 
already published as open data; 

The catalogue forms only a subset of the inventory.
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Definitions

http://www.data.gov.ma/data/fr/dataset

Data.gov.ma
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Key benefits

The inventory 

● Defines the pool the potential high-value datasets
● Can be used to design a roadmap for publishing 

open datasets 
● Can be used to monitor data publication progress
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Key benefits

The catalogue 

● Facilitates user access to published datasets
● Enables the open data team to automate some of 

the data publication and update tasks.
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Creating the inventory and catalogue 

“Government entities should conduct an inventory of 

existing data early in the process of development of 

their respective open data policy in order for the 

government and other stakeholders to be aware of the 

full potential dimensions of data release.”

“Government entities should make the inventory 

public“

“An individual or group should be charged with 

oversight of the inventory to ensure its ongoing 

maintenance and accuracy.”

http://www.mpwh.gov.jo/Pages/Open-Government-Data-policy.pdf

Sample Approach



Page 26

Each agency should “conduct 

review and identify datasets for 

release (refer Appendix 4 for 

dataset examples) and maintaining 

the Open Data 

inventory/catalogue;”

https://www.data.gov.qa/pages/handbook/

Sample Approach

Creating the inventory and catalogue 
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Preparing a 
master list of all 

high-value 
datasets

A recommended process

Classify datasets 
according to 
eligibility for 
publishing

Publish these 
datasets online

Maintain the 
published 
datasets
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https://theodi.org/about-the-odi/the-data-spectrum/
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Identifying high value datasets

01government.com
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Identifying high value datasets

Key three factors

● Strategic agenda and objectives
● User demand
● Data readiness
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Identifying high value datasets

Key Datasets as 
Identified by G8 Open 

Data Charter, 2013

Data Category (alphabetical order) Example datasets 

Companies Company/business register

Crime and Justice Crime statistics, safety 

Earth observation Meteorological/weather, agriculture, forestry, fishing, and 
hunting 

Education List of schools; performance of schools, digital skills 

Energy and Environment Pollution levels, energy consumption

Finance and contracts Transaction spend, contracts let, call for tender, future 
tenders, local budget, national budget (planned and spent) 

Geospatial Topography, postcodes, national maps, local maps 

Global Development Aid, food security, extractives, land

Government Accountability and 
Democracy 

Government contact points, election results, legislation and 
statutes, salaries (pay scales), hospitality/gifts 

Health Prescription data, performance data 

Science and Research Genome data, research and educational activity, experiment 
results 

Statistics National Statistics, Census, infrastructure, wealth, skills

Social mobility and welfare Housing, health insurance and unemployment benefits 

Transport and Infrastructure Public transport timetables, access points broadband 
penetration 



Page 32

The Open Data 
Prioritization Tool For 
Global Development

Identifying high value datasets
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📝 Group Exercise!

Working in groups, identify one 
government organisation in your group 
and suggest top 3 datasets it should 
publish as open data!

10 minutes
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Publishing the identified datasets online

When publishing data online, we need to 
consider the following factors at least:

● The open license

● Format

● Metadata

● Quality parameters
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The data licence

A licence provides clarity.

It sets out exactly what users and re-users 
are permitted to do with your dataset.
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Some drafting tips

“Under this licence you can:”
 [what is permitted?]

“You must, where you do any of the 
above:”

[do you have any restrictions?]
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Types of licences:

1- Creative Commons

2- A bespoke or custom-made licence

3- Open government licence 

https://www.ajman.ae/ar/ajman-data
https://data.gov.sa/en/home
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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Not all data can be open data

Your dataset might contain:

● Commercially sensitive information

● Culturally sensitive information

● Third party IP

● Personal information
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Can personal data ever be 
published as open data?
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Yes!

The Department of 
Transport and Main 
Roads 2015–16 Annual 
Report – Overseas 
Travel data is required 
to be published under 
the Financial 
Accountability Act 2009 
(section 63) and as 
specified in the Annual 
report requirements for 
Queensland 
Government agencies.

E.g. financial accountability reporting
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Updating the inventory & catalogue

● Adding more datasets to the open data inventory;
● Enriching the open data catalogue by selecting new 

datasets from the inventory and publishing them on 
the catalogue;

● Receiving and responding to any inquiries or 
requests from the public;

● Solving any issues, such as broken links, that may 
emerge;

● Updating the datasets as promised in the metadata.



Reflections

What is one thing you’re going to 
go away and do after today?



Thank you


