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[NTKODUCTION

le In 1ts resolution 3 (I1)s the Standing Committee ftor the
Proyramme reguestad the txecutive Secretary to prepare and suh-
mit to the thirg session of the Comnittee for approval a draft
programime of action for the Transport dana Lommunications Decarde
1n the Region of Aestern Asia. The present document presents
the draft projramue of action as reguested by the resolution.

1« BACKGKIOUND

Z2e During its 4lst plenary meeting on 29 July 1933y the Eco-
nomic ana Social Council of the United Nations {eECUSOC) adouptea
resolution 1933/69 on a Transport and Communications Decade for
Asta and the Pacifice The ELOS0C resolution was based upon two
resolutionsy Noes 230 (XXXVIIL) of 1 April 1982 and Noe 234
(XXXIX) of 29 Aprit 1983, adopted by the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (£SCAP) on a Transport and
Communication Uecaage for Asia ana the Pacific during the periog
1985~1994.

3. The tconomic and Social Councily in its resolution 1983/09,
emphasizea the urjent need to upqgrade the standards ot transport
and communications infrastructure in Asia and the rPacific
regiony wunderlined the critical role of all modes of transport
as enabling elements in economic development and stressed the
importance of the improvement and growth of transport and commu-
nications infrastructure andg services in a manner commensurate
with the anticipatea growth of various sectors of the eCONORIY »

4a In the resolutiony ECOSOC requested the Executive Secretary
of ESCAP to prepare a comprehensive programme of action for the
Decade and calied upon the Economic Commission for Western Asia
(ECWA) to take appropriate action to collaborate with ESCAP tor
the 1ncorporation of the western Asian region in the programme
of action for the Decade.

Se In preparing for and pursuant to the above-mentioned resol-
utionsy the ESCAP secretariat undertook preparatory work to for-
mulate a phased programme of action for the Decades including
backgrouna reports and discussion papers as well as the conven-
ing of intergovernmental meetings and workshopses These activ-
ities took place during the period 1981-1984e

6. Within the framework of activities to support the proposal
for the proclamation of a Transport and Communications Decade in
Asia and the Pacific during the period 1985-1994y and to prepare
sectoral strategies for the Decadey ESCAP heldg two Ad_Hoc Inter-—
governmental Group Meetings 1n Bangkok from 10 to 13 October
1983 ana ftrom 23 to 26 January 1984
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Te The above-mentioned Ad_Hoc Intergyovernmental Group Meetings
adopted the objectives for the Decadey considered the framework
and determined the basic approdaches and strategies for tne for-
mulation of a phased programme of action for the Necade. The
special teatures for the preparation of national programmes andg

the outline of possible regional programmes were also finalizeds.

Be The two Meetinys recommended that the implementation of the
programme of action tor the Decade be carrieda out through vari-
ous nationaly international and intergovernmental agencies and
organizations and emphasized that the ESCAP secretariaty as a
focal pointy would ensure overall inter-agency co-ordination of
the activities relating to the Jecadee

9. The Intergovernmental Expert Group del ineated the immegiate
objectives to be pursued during the Decade through 22 thrust
areasy giving particular emphasis to the most crucial problems
in  transport and communicationse. The Group altso reviewed the
financial implications of the first quingquennium (1985-1989) of
the regional action programme which were egstimated at about 3US
20 milvlions This programme in its character would pe supportive
of national action proyrammes which will be implemented as part
of the national aevelopment planse (1)

10. ESCAPy at its fortieth sessiony held from 17 to 27 april
1984 in Tokyoys adopted resolution 236 (XL) proclaiming a Trans-
port and (ommunications Decade for Asia and the Paci1fic (to be
Known as the "Tokyo Proclamation®) and requested the Economic
and Social Council to endorse that proclamation and to encourage
relevant international Orjanizations to provide the appropriate
support at the global level. (<)

lle ECOSGCy in its resolution 1984/78y adopted at its 50th ple-
Nary meetiny on 27 July 1934y endorsed £SCAP resolution 235 {XL)
and recommenaed that the General Assembly proclaim a Transport
and Communications UVecade tor Asia and the Pacific during the
period 1985-1994, In its resolution ECUSGC also reguested the
Secretary-General to extend the support necessdary for ESCAP anag

(1) Report of the ESCAP ixecutive Secretary on "Transport
and  (ommunicdtions Necade for Asia and the Pacificy 1945-19741,
to the Fortieth Session of E3CaPy 17-27 April 1984, Tokyo
{E/ESCAP/400), 27 February 19d4.

(2) gconomic and Social  Conmission tor AS1 4 At Ches
Pacificy Annual Report 30 Apral 1983 - 27 apri) 1954 #connmic
and  50Ciul Louncily Oftfici1al xecordss 19314 'nitsoy NALLTONS Low

YOork 1984 (£/1984/24~c/55CAP7400e DAT 35 e B329-0643) .



E/ECwWA/XIICP/S /0 aa,
Page 3

ECWA in their inteyrated regional action programme for the Dec-
adee.

12. The General Assembly on 18 December 1984 adopted by consen-—
sus a resolution 39,227 on the Transport ana Communications Dec-
ade for Asia and the Pacificy 1985-19944 fully endorsing ECOSDC
resolution 1984/78. In its resolutiony the General Assembly,
besides proclaiming a Transport and Communications Cecade for
Asia and tne Pacific during the period 1985-1994, requested the
Secretary-General to support the ESLAP and ECWA secretariats andg
to mobilize the necessary international support for the success-—
ful implementation of the ESCAP and ECWA proyrammes for the
Decade in a practical and integrated manner.

13. In this respect and pursuant to the above-mentioned resol-
utionsy the ELWA secretariat has established appropriate con-
tacts with the E£SCAP secretariat and with other United Nations
organizations concerned to follow up the activities undertaken
in preparation for the Uecade. 1In this contexts the ECWA secre-
tariat was fully informed of the deliberationsy the tindings ana
outcome of meetings held by ESCAPy ECOSUC and the General Assem-
blye Furthermorey and to inform ECWA member States of the
Decades ECWA secretariat prepared the background paper presented
to the Standing Committee for the Proyramme at its second ses-
sion (E/ECWA/X1/LP/4y appendix of 26 March 1984)s and also
informed the eleventh session of the Cummission held at sayhdad
from 22 to 26 April 1984 through a note by the Executive Secre-
tary on the Decade (E/ECWA/XI/14 of 17 April 1984).

11+ PARTICIPATION UF THE ECWA REGION IN THE ODECADE

l4e During the past decade the countries of western AsiAa have
witnessed rapia changes 1n the field of socio~economic develop-
menty resulting mainly from the o0il booms A spectacular trans-—
formation of infrastructure in genarales and 3 drastic
improvement of transport and communications inftrastructure in
particular were prominent aspects of the development processs
Bearing 1n mina the ever-increasing socio-economic needs of the
regions Governments of western Asla have embarked upon larqge
schemes for transport and communications develooment within
their respective countries and to some extent at subregional
tevels.

15« the proclamation of the fransport and Communications Becade
for Asia and the Pacific (1985-1994)s including the “CWA reyions

aitming at Tar jor ana closur  1nter- ana  intra-regilonal
co-operation antd collaboration in  thne transport 3and communi-
cations sectorssy will certainly contrinute to hHetter understanid-
1n7g and achilevements in tne tield ot transport and

communications in  4stde 1ncluding linkajes of western Asia to
other Asian countriese. In this respecty 1t haraly raquires fur-
tner elaboration to puint out tHat ¢s 3 tragitional linkiag gear
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At the Crossroags of Atricuy Asia and turopes the CwA region
has 4 Yery important role to play rejarding INterredionzl ang
international transport  and communications development. The
ECWA member countries could grasp the Opportunity offereg by the
Decade to lmprove  their transnort gng communications Vynks to
the otner regionss tnus INCreasing the speed andg lTevel of thejr
SOCt10-economic Progress.,

loe Huwever, andg in spite of itsg oDV 1I0uUs Aavantayesy the por-
ticipation of the ECwWa fegion 1n the Transport and Communi -
Cdtions Decade for Asia dna the Pacific should he we ll dgefined,

Preparea and pianneq, Priorities, modalitiesy extent and leve]
of the collaboration ang Co-operation with th tpe ESCAP reqion
as rejards the pecade MUst  also  take  into consideratijon
Socio-cultural and  economic particularities of the ELwWA region
as  well as jtg links with Europe ang Africa, Therefore, while
defining the pPoOssible or desiraple participation uof the ELAA
fegion in the vecadey an assessment of the potential for
Co~-operation with other regions shoula be undertaken and partic-
ular vrealities, needs ang aspirations of the ECWA region shoulg
be thoroughly examined.

As _Assessment of the Rotential for cozoperation with
otner regions

le Asia ang the Pacific

17 The potential for co-operation with Asiag as regaras roag
transport is essentially based on the asian Highways which js
mainly a roadq network linking Eastern and Western Asig through
the Indian subcontinent. Rgpag links anag ferry-vboat Vines over
the Gulf would INtegrate the Western Asian region into the Asian
highway system. oesides the inexistent £3ilway links, sea
transport links are rather ™traditionaln (particularly between
Arab Gulf countries and South/South-Fast Asia) andg potential for
future development woulg heavily dgepend on the political sity-
ation. The potential for co-operation In the field of air
transportationy for botn Passenger and €Cargo traffijc, throuqh
national airitines ot the ECWA ang ESCAP regions ang through thre
European and American air transport companies s gquite
Promisinge In fact, international air transport statistics
indicate high annual increases gn Middle East - fFar East routes.
In the communicat ions Sectory in-depth Studies could indicate
vdarious interreqgional Co~operation opportunities which have not
Yet been tully explored.

2e Europe

18. The potential for co-operation Detween the £CwaA region ang
Europe stems trom tne traditional trade and cultural relations
as  well as  fron recent development Proygrammes ang inCreaseqg
imports of ‘the ECwWA countriesy mostly financed by their oil
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exXportse Historically speakingy Europe and the Middle Easty
coveriny all the ECWA countries have been traditional trading
partners tor many centuriese Recentlys owing to the development
of transport and trade as well as the demand for transport ser-
vices commensurate wWith the growth in trades there has been
great pressure on the transport ana communications SeCctorse
Steps already taken to improve linksy including all transport
modesy and to enhance transit traffic between Europe and the
ECWA region are not sufficients and there is large scope for
further i1mprovement and co-operatione

19. Regdrding road__constructions between turope and the ECWA
countriess the Trans-turopean North-South Motorway (TEM) project
is the most important co-operation issuee This project initi-
ated 1n 1978 1s to be completed in 1984/1985« The motorway will
connect the Balticy Adriatices Aegean and B8lack Sea areas to 4
system of highways stretching some 104000 km 1n alle To the
north and westy TEM terminals link up with existing motorwayse.
To the east and southy it will be connected to the road systems
of Asia and Africa. The TEM motorway will thus serve the same
purpose as the Asian Hignway and the Trans—-African Highway Sys—
temsy and could also provide inland and inland/sea links from
Europe to Asia and Africae As to railway connections with
Europesy the Turkish railways are the only link that would con-
nect the wWestern Asia and Europe networkse

20« More attention in the ECWA region should be given to trans-
port 1links provided by this projecty which could efficiently
integrate the ports angd highways of Europe with the ports andg
highways in Western Asiae. In tacty the TEM project must be
regarded as a step to a more elaborate transportation system
comprising highwaysy railwayss ports ana shipping linese This
multimoual aspect of the TEM scheme comprising several elements
of aifferent forms of transport will bring the countries of the
ECWA reyion to closer co-operation with the European regione.

21. Air_Transport activities as well as oil andg gas transporta-—
tion through Turkey also provide other fields of co—operations
Some of the ECWA countries have already plannea and implementea
various pipe-line _investment schemes on the basis of effective
intra- ana interregional co-operations "Pool-agreements™
between airline companies of ECWA countries andg turopean air-
Vines are increasingly prevailing as a form of co-operation in
the air transport sector.

22+ In the telecommunications sectory massive restructuring of
physical infrastructure undertaken by countries of the ECWA
region is being carried out in line with the Master Plan for the
Midale East and Mediterranean Telecommunications Network {MEDAR~-
ABTEL ). The assessment and implementation of this master plan
would determine the prospects of co-operation with European

telecommunications networkse Following the introduction of
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ARABSAT into the regional networksy the avenues of co-operation
with Europe shoulg pe reconsidereds

3« Africa

23« The very extent of the efforts made by African countries in
generdaly  and by the Aftro-Arab countries in pParticulare permits
the assumption that the African §£§g§gggg__ggggg£5§ #will be
effectively linkea to the Western Asijan Networkea. The
Trans-African highway programme with its main Cairo
(Egypt)-Gaborone {Botswana) route could be extended to Western
Asia over the Red Seay thus linking north and east Africa to the
ECWA region. Here againy as for the TEM Projecty the linkages
would cover land and seq transport modes with their multimoual
characteristics.

24 In assessing potentialities for co-operation between the
ECWA region ang African countries special attention should also
be paid to the experience already gainea auring the uUniteg
Nations Transport and Communications Decaae in Africa
(1978-1988), Impulses given to 2ll__transport modes and new
investment schemes at various levels initiated within the Dec -
ade’s proygramme of action could enchance transport and
communications linkages between Western Asia ang Africa.

be ﬁLQQ.SQEQLLLSE

25 Co-operation between ECWA countries and other Arab States
has existed throughout history and has been conducted at various
levels ang SCopese The Arab world js Currently formally repres-
ented by the Arab Leagues and various activities of multilateral
Co-operation are under ways The geopolitical characteristics
within the Arab world have largely influenced the development of
regional and subregional activities, Various units ang
subregions do exist, such as the Arab Maghreb in North Atrica,
the Nile Valleyy the Rea Sea 0asins  and lately the Gulf
Co-operation Council {GLCC) COmMprising six countries of tCwaA on
the Arab Gulf, Namely: Bahrain, KuwWwaits Oman, watar, Saudi Ara-
bia ana the United Arabo Emiratess The Arav world provides wide
opportunities ftor closer Co-operation ang integration in many
tieltds  wnerein transport andg communications would be 4 basic

factor. Joint activities in transport ana communications are
carried out mainly through Arab oryanizations and financial
Institutions, This co-operation covers a wide range of 15s5ues

such as transport development strateyy, transport dAgrecments ,
Joint ventures, investment projects anag financing schemus.

2064 Further Co=operation within the “arap Aorid"® could incluyde
details of the transport and communicat ) ons devel opment policies
and  planning  ang snoula  alsgy contemplate extending the Arap
Co-uperation Lo otner countries, Pparticularly jnp 34 jacent
rejions. The first Arau satellituw, AKAESAT y wont INTO orhit in
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February 1985 This will provide a very effective means of
developiny co-operation within Arab countries in the fields of
educations informationy entertainments communicationss etce. anda
should be properly utilizede.

Se 0Other_ types of_ co-operation

27. In addition to the above-mentioned specific interregional
co—-operationsy there are many other opportunities for
co-operation bHetween the ELWA region ana all other reqionss
These encompass transport and communications policy and_planning
tssues and transport facilitation including harmonization andg
standardizations In facty interregional co-operation in the
field of policy and planningy based on joint strategys could
comprise wvarious policy measures on supply and demand sidesy
Such as trgansport and communications infrastructure technolosgy,
operationss institutions and legisldtions manpower development
and traininge pricing and public finance.

28e Other issues for co-operation andg Joint activities are:
transport and communications planniny methodologies ana tech-
niques; exchange of information and data ang project identitica-
tiony preparations appraisal and impiementations Facilitation,
harmonization and standardization of transit trafficy legis-
lation and equipmentsy rules and regulations as well as
implementation of international conventions are co—-operation
i1ssues par__excellences These tools of co-operation should be
further examined and fully utilized in preparing and supplement-—
ing interregional transport dand communications policies and
development schemes.

29 In__conclusiony it can easily be stated thaty taking into
account various potential and effective co-operation possibil-
ities with all the reyjions surrounding tne ECWA region, the

co-operation with ESCAP countries could be considered as comple—
mentary to the tradgitional and already developen co-operation
with Arab and European countriess. However, co-operation with
Asian countriesy 1IN particular the Ingian subcontinent andg the
Far €asty would promote a more eftective ang efficient transport
and communications network i1ncluding all modes and means in an
integratea fashione. Moreovers such co-operations launchea andg
promoted witnin the activities of the Transport and Communi-
cations vecade for Asia and the Pacificy would also enaple the
ECWa region to inteqrate its transport and communications polti-
cies witn other Asian countries, This new anda far-sighted
approach will also yive to ECAA member countries the opportunity
of playing their trauvitional ana historical role as an i1ndi1spen-
sable bridge petween developed Europe and fast developing &siade

3ds In particulars co-operation within the Arao_worla shoula be
given special emphasise The various bodies of the Arabp Leaguey
including the Louncil of Arab Unitys the transport ana communi-—
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cations oryanizations {(airy lanu ang 5€4a) and the var,ious Arab
Unions involved witn shippingje ports, Foalss railwaysy telecom-
munications, telephonesy civil dviationy brosacasting, erc.
should b encompassed witnin g suitable frame *or Co~uperdation
and  co-ordinatione AN Arav organization for transport and com-
munications could pProvide a convenient tramework for this actv-
itye ANy other form snould also bpe investigated ang Considereyd
with a view to determining and adopting the most adequate means
for efficient Co-operation in this fielq. Such a set-up woulg
be an active tool in achieving co-operation and integration of
transport and communications in the Arab worlqg. Furthermore, jt
would petter represent the aArah worla in dealing with other

T€G10ns and international organizations in this Fiela,

Q:_Elélgﬁ_Qf_QLLQElEigé_EQL_QQEEl&iQéELQL

31. In the light of the global assessment of the potential for
Co-operation with other regions in general ang with the ESCap
region in particulary ang Aithin the framework of the Decadge,
pPriority fields comprising various aspects of transport and com-
munications developments jn Aestern Asia can be establishen.
Tnis priority-settinq éxercise is based on the geopotitical par-
ticularitjes as well as  the socio-economic and cultural
characteristics of the ECWA region. It also takes into consig-
eration the devel opment potentiatities ang pPatternsy special
circumstances, national objectives anNd priorities of ECwWA member
Countries,

32 As a3 general approache the following fields of prioritijes
for Participation in the Jecade can phe singled out:

(3) Training at higher andgd Management levels in transport
and communicationss

{b) Development of ports and shipping infrastructure ang
operations in the light of new tnternational development ang
technologies;

{C) Uevelopment of railway networks as complementary to the
foad transport facilities;

{d) Development of transport and communications sectors
including infrastructure, organization and operations in the
least developed ECWa countries;

{(e) Estabtishment ANd promotion of clouser inter-and intra-
regional Co-operation and Co-ordination in the field of trans-
port ana communications policies ang planning, including
information systems and Permanent consul tation facilities ang
arrangements such as the establishment of the ECWA Transport ang
Communications Committeey the organization of workshops ang
intergovernmental meeting.
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33. Th2 avove-mentioned priority fields would enaple ECwA mem-
ber governments to focus their attention on the issues most rel-
evant to the development of transport and communicationse It
will also permit the selection of priority activities to be con-
Gucted at the regjgional ana the national levels within the Dro-
yramme of action for the vecade in Western Aside

L= _Modalities_of participation

34. Desirable or possidle and eftective participation of ECwA
countries 1n the Decade has to follow specific modalities to be
established and planned. wWays and means of ECWA participation
through member States and through the ECWA secretariat can
include various aspects such as:

(a) Active participation in programming ang planning of the
Decade;

{b) Participation in promotional activities for the vecade;

(c) Participation in research and survey activities of the
Decade;

(d) Participation in financing of specific investment pro-
jects designead to be implemented during the Decades ’

{e} Participation by implementing policy measures foreseen
in the programme of action for the Decadee

35 The general framework and characteristics of the decades as
indicated in the wvarious ducuments and resolutions related to
its preparationy proclamation and implementationy would require
active and close participation of ECWA States in all the fields
mentioned above.

IT1. PROPOSED ECWA PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE DECADE

36e The proposed ECwWA programme of action for the Decade
incfudes the foundationsy aims ang objectives of this programmes
problem areas to be considereay Ffields of regional action,
guidelines for national action programmes and phasing as well as
resources required for the implementation of the programmee

As Foundations of the programme_of action

37. At__the_ _national__levelsy the programme is founded on the
realities of the socio-economic situation in each ECHA country
and will endeavour to meet the challenges of development for the
transport and communications sectorse The programme will take
full account of the national development plans in the countries
of the region and will strive to provide individual countries
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with appropriate ways and means of realizing their own national
objectives ana priorities according to their own aspirationse.

38e At__the regional_levely the foundation of the programme of
action is the common historicalsy socio-cultural heritage uniting
the ECWA countries as part of the Arab nations moving towards
greater economicy social and cultural inteqgration. All coun-
tries in the region havey in facty realized the necessity of
joint action for transport and communications developmente The
programme for the Decade will try to contribute to the achieve-
ment of regional aspirations and objectives in transport and
commUNicationss

39. At__the_ _international__levely the proqgramme is founded on
principles adopted by the United Nations and its various bodiessy
in particular the Fconomic and social Council and the reqgional
economic and social commissionsy in their declarationsy work
planse programmes and resolutions aimed at promoting interna-
tional co-operation in the field of transport and
commuUNicCationse The elements of the ECLWA programme of action
for the Decade are also based on the principles regarding intra-
regional and Arab co-operation laid down by Arab organizations
such as the Leagque of Arab States and its specialized agencies
and the economic and social development fundse. Within this
international frameworky particular attention has been given to
General Assembly resolution 35/56 ot 5 Uecember 1980, concerning
the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decadey in particular the development objec-
tives tor the transport and communications sectorsy and General
Assembly resolution 36/194 of 17 December 1981 regarding the
Substantial New Programme of Action for the 19480s for the Least
Developed Countriess in particular the section relevant to the
improvement of the transport and communications infrastructures

Be._0Objectives of the programme of action

{a) Improvement of transport and communications i1nfrastruc-
ture anag facilities in ECWA member countries;

{(b) Promotion and improvement of an eftective and efficient
transport and communications network comprising all moues and
means in an integrated mannery and in particular the development
of intraregional and interrejional transport and communications
linkayes;
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(c) TImprovement and strengthening of polticy-making struc-—
tures and planniny methodologies in ECWA countries in orader to
Fulfil the gevelopment targets in transport and communications;

(d) Establishment of effective co-ordination and
co-operation at intraregionaly interregional and international
Tevelsy in order to secure the smooth flow of transport and com-
munications throuyh Western Asiae

4le These objectivess similar to those adopted by ESCAPy woula
enable ELWA countries to develop well-balanceds appropriate and
efficient transport and communications networkse

Cs» _Problem areas

42« Problem areas to be tackled within the framework of the
ECWA  progremme of action for the Decade are of two types: prob-
ltems faced by ELWA countries at the national levely and problems
faced by the ECWA region as a whole.

1l At _the national_level

43, The main areas where problems are facedsy and at varying
degreesy by ECWA member countries in their transport and commu-
nications sectors are:

(a) Lack of comprehensive transport inventory;

(b) Inappropriate integrated transport planning methodol ogy
(sectoraly intersectoral and spatial integration);

(c) Inadequate organization ang management involving userssy
Carriers ana public authorities;

{d) Insufficient consideration yiven to the various trans-—
port modes according to their complementary and competitive
characteristics and roles;

(e) Lack of appropriate training schemes related to manpow-
er policy;

(f) Defticiencies in national transport Yeqgislations;
{g) Incomplete rural transportation planning;
(h) Incomplete urban transport planniniy;

(t) Lack of basic and/or supnlementary transport i1nfras-
tructure;

{(j) Lacx ot maintenance anu tmorovement of the existing
transport infrastructures;
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(k) Insufticient financial resources earmirkea for trans-
Port and coummunicdations projects;

(1) Inaaequate pricing of Ltransport services (tariff set-
tinge subsidiesj;

{m) Lomplicated border Crossiny formal ities;

(n) Inappropriate transfer of technology in transport ang
communicationss

{o) Inefficiencies and low productivity in asir transport
infrastructure ang operations;

(p) Deficiencies in COMMUNICALtions sectors, especially in
postal services and telecommunications,

2e ﬂ&-&ﬂg_égﬁﬂ_zgglgngL_éng_éggzgglguél_lgxglé
44 Proolem areas in the fielda of transport and communications
faced by the ECwa reqion d4s a whole are:

(a) Inadequate intraregionat Co-operation;

(b) Missing transport and communications links with other
regions which constitute a Major handicap for the smooth move-
ment of goods and persons between Europey Asia ang Africa;

(c) Absence of studies on complementary and competing
transport modes at the intraregional level andg on their relative
priorities in land-use decisions and within the SOC i0-economic
development process;

{d) Lack of transport stanadardization and harmonization
Cdused by the lack of co~ordination on transport legislation at
the regional or subregional levels, ag well as the lack of com-
Pliance with international transport conventions;

{e) Lack of Co-ordination in transport and communications
planning ang training at regional and subregional ltevels;

(f) Incomplete definition of the role and scope of the
regional organizations in the fiela of transport ang communi-
cations as well gs the low impact of their actions on the
rfegion;

(9) Lack of environmental studies directly related to the
transport sector 1n the region;
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{(h) Apsence of joint regional ventures and projects in the
various modes of transport and communications;

{1) Lagck of planned manpower movements and mobility at the
regional levely as well as in training policy and facilities.

45 Obviously many of the problem areas mentioned above coulg
be tackled simultansously on regionalsy subregional and national
levelse. Howevers their i1dentitication at regional and national
levels might facilitate the tormulation of the most appropriate
actions to be umplemented during the Decades

De_Fields of action
46 Based on the above premis=ss objectives and
problem-orientea approache the regional programme for the trans-
port and communications QDecade 1In kWestern Asia sets forth the
fields of action as follows:

(a) Review of transport ana communications sectors at
nationat and reyional fevels and integration of transport and
communications planning with national development plannings (in-
cluding economicy social and physical planningy regional data
and information systems);

(b} Transport and communications organization and legis—
lation;

{c) Transport and communications infrastructures {including
networksy terminalse rolling stocks energy);

(a) Transport and communications operations and technology;

(i) Appropriate operations techniques;

B8y modes;

Economic and commercial aspects (supply
and demandsy optimum utilizationy tariff
settingy subsidiesy etcCe};

Financial aspects (financingy budgetingy
accountings etce);

L 1+7]

in

(ii1) Adgaptation of modern transport and communications
technology to ECWA region®'s requirements;

(iit) Development of appropriate transport and
communications technology in the ECWA regione

{(e) Development and co-ordination of specific transport
modes ;

(1) Maritime transport - including portss shipping,
and inland water transport;
(1i) Interregional road transport links;
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(i11) Railways;
(iv) Multimodal transport - including oil and gas
transport ang containerization;
(v) Air transporte.

(f) Manpower development and training in transport and com-
munications including research and survey;

{9) Reqional and ainternational Co-operation in transport
and communications (strateqgyy policies, net worksy operations ang
investments);

(h) Facilitations, harmonization and  standardization of
international transport and Communications;

{1) Improvement of transport ang communicdations in rural
areas;

(i) Improvement of transport ang communications in urban
arease.

ing the 1dentifieg problem areas ana will try to achieve the
objectives of the Decade in western Asiae The implementation of
the proposed ECwa regional programme of action «#ill pe carried
Oout (similar to the ESCAP plan of action) in three pPhases. Spe-
cific actions to pe implemented during each phase will follow a
detailedg planning according to the availability of resources.
Such a detaileqg plan will pe Prepareds once EC wa Member Govern-—
ments  agree on the essentials of the Programme of action ang on
the volume of resources earmarked for jts implementat jone

48 As alreaagy statedy the ECwa Programme of action for the
Decade includes three phases;

= Phase 1: 2 Years: 1965-198¢ (preparatory phase);

— Phase II: 3 years: 1987-1989 (1mplementation phase);

= Phase I1i: s years: 1990-1994 (Phase for further
implementation‘ monitoring, follow-up. reviews revisions
and adjustments).

The proposed Phasing is tpe Same as the bhasing adopten jn the
ESCaP region?s action plany thus alloning for better
CoO-operdation and Co-ordination ot the Decader g activities gt
joint levels,
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49 A more detailed delineation of this phasing can be formu-
lated as follows:

(a) Phase I. (1985-1986)

(1) Joint programmes identification and co-ordination
with ESCAP and witn other internationals regional
and Arab organizations;

(11) Identification and preparation ot regional
transport and communications projects in
Western asia;

(i11) Organization of joint Decade activities with the
ESCAP secretariats participation in the
"Interagency Consultative Group”y
ESCAP-Bangkoks

{1v) Adoption of detailed actions by ECWA member
States incluaing financial (pledging) and
organizational measures concerning the second
phase;

{v) Urganizational set-up for the Decade within the
ECwWA secretaruat,

{b) Phase II. (1987-1989)

(1) Strengthening of transport and communications
organizations and of planning capabilities;

(i1) Preparation and implementation of regional
transport ana communications infrastructure
projects (33.

{i11) Promotion of transport and communications
information systems;

(1v) OJevelopment ana strengthening of transport
training capabilities through the establishment
of a reqgional network of national and regional
training institutions;

(v) Promotion and mobilization of resources within
ang outside the ECwA region for the implementation
of the Decasde’s programme of action and investment
programmes;

(vi) Preparation for the thira phase.

(3) First praority: Regional and interreqgional projscts;

second priority: Projects in least gevelopea

countries,; and
Thirgd privrity: Jther projects at the national level,

with regional impacte.
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(c) Phgse 11l. (1990-1994)
This phase will be planned to cover the further 1nplementation,
monitorings follow-ups reviews revisions and adjustments ot the
Decade®s activitiese. This would require further consultation
amongy and new pledyging bys ECWA member Statese

50 Detailed elaborationy further plannings finalizations pro-
motion and implementation of the proposed tCWA action programme
for the Decade would require more than the modest resources
available to the ECWA secretariate During the coming bienniums,
optimization and redeployment of resources would allow only very
limited resources under the reqular ECWA budget. It is there-
fore essential to envisage specific support and resource
allocations for the Decade in Western Asiae

Sle The financial implications of the ECWA regional programme
of action during the first phase would amount to a total of »US
2209000 (see annex). This cost-estimate mainly includes the pre-
paration of transport and communications projects for the Decade
and co-ordination activities with the ESCAP secretariate

52« Capital investments for the transport and communications
sectors auring the Decade would be part of national plans ana
funded through resources allocated for national plans ana budag-
etse. The national action programmes to be undertaken by ECWA
member States would carry separate financial implicationse Var-
ious United Nations anag regional organizations would also
mobilize their own resources for the Decade®s activitiese

53. Ubviouslys an effective campaign for resources mobilization
would be needed to obtain funds covering the costs of this pro-
gramme of action. Besides regular and extrabudgetary Uni ted
Nations resourcess financing could be obtained from member
Statesy ECWA regional organizations and Arab funds as well as
from donor countries and other international atd-giving agencies
and financial institutions. 8efore the secona and thira phasesy
ECWA countries would pledge turther specific funds for the Dec-
ade's activitiese

IVe NATIONAL PROGRAMMES OF ACTION FOR THE DECADE

S4e In addition to the proposed action progyramme for the ELWA
region as a whole each ECWA member country shouldg formulate a
national programme of action for the Decades Nationdl pro-
grammes for the Decade would Incorporate actions estimated to be
priority Ffor each country accoraing to its own needs and plan-
nings Such A national approachs complementary to the regional
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activities vrelated to the Lecadey would yreatly contribute to
the optimum i1mplementation of the Decade's regional programme of
actions

55 In ¢ach £CWA member countrys national proyrammes of action
for the Decane would comprise various neasures and activities
leading to ftull implementation of the ECWA regional programme of

actions. In line with the main objectives and the plan of action
for the Decade at the (WA regional levely national proygrammes
could comprise a "step-hy—-step approach'" with detailed actionsy
pclicy measuresy investment schemes and co-ordination proposals
at national levelse.

56« Recommended steps and proposed actions at the national lev-
el for cach ECWA member country can be summarized as follows:

{3) Review anud analysis of the current situation in trans-
port and communications including:

(1) Organization of transport and communications
sectors;
({i1) Legislation pertaining to transport and
communications;
{1i1) Economice commercial and operational aspects
(including technology and management) ;
(iv) Infrastructure;
(v) Training tacitities;
(vi) Investment programmes and their implementation;
{vii) Facilitation;
{viii) Statistics and information systems;

(b) Analysis of existing transport and communications plans
in comparison with the strategy and the plan of the Decade;

{c) 1Identification of problem areas in the field of trans-
port and communications at the national Tevel;

(d) Preparation of specific development policies in line
with the Decade®s programme of action;

(e) Preparation of investment projects within the regional
programme of action for the Jecade;

(f) Determination of the technical assistance needs for the
Decade 1n the country;
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{(9) Proposals for the 1mplementation of the vecade’s pro-
gramme of action and for closer regional co-ordination and
Co-operation;

(h) Specific measures On promotions initiationsy 1mplementa-
tione tollow-up ana monitoring of Decade's activities At the
nationatl tevet,.

Ve PROPUSALS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME
UF ACTION

57 The implementation of the action programme for the Decade
in Western Asia will requirey pesiges the financial resources
Previously outlined, various institutional arrangements and
co-ordination links in the E(CWA Secretariaty the nationai and
the regional levels, The proposals formulated in the following
part of this document M3y constitute a jeneral organizational
framework for tne Decade*s implementation in the ECWA regione.

58 The co-ordinatea efforts at the national and regtonal lev-
els should involve the full and active participation of al|
major segments of the community and of the fuil spectrum of bod-
1es ang organizationsy noth in the public ana the private sec-
torse.

59. The main proposals for organizational measures for the
implementation of the Decade's Programme of action are presenteg
Separately for the ECwa Secretariaty the national 4ng the
regional levels,

60 The tasks of the ECWA secretariat related to the Decade's
implementation at the regional level fall jnto tour cateqories.

(3) Promotion ang intormation regarding the vecade;

{b) Proviuing basic Surveyss research work and any techni-
cal support requireags;

(c) Co-operation and co-ordination of the becade's pro-
grammes ;

(d) Follow-up andg moNitoring activities of the Jecade.

6le The accomplishment of thesec tasks necessjitates Ofrganization
of ad__hoc interqgovernmental meeti1nygs ann the Sstablishment of
the ECAA Transport and Communications Committecs The Lommittee
would act 3s a venge for tne exchange of views, g promoter of
PUblic awdarenessy a cnannel ot tntormationy andg 3 centre tor £ho

planning, implementation and MONILOring process.,
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Bs_In ECWA_member countries {at_the national level)

62 In the 1light of the above-mentioned ECOSOC and General
Assembly resolutions regarding the Decadey each ECWA member
country might wish to establish a high-level National Standing
Committee for the Yransport and Communications Decade. Such a
comnittee would Comprise representatives from the national plan-
Ning agencys the ministries concerned and from other government
Orgamizations directly or indirectly involved in the transport
and  communications sectorse desides this "centrai® comnittee,
in  some member countriesy establishment of technical working
groups or commissions for specific actionss projects or activ-
ities could also pe envisageds

63 The primary purposes of the National Standing Committee
would pe to provide general gquidance and control of programmes
and pro jects forming part of the Decade arrangements and for the
promotion of the "pecade's concept” as well as to secure appro-
priate liaison with all internationaly regional and nationa!
agencies involved in the activities of the Decade.

Cs_At_the reqional and _interregional level

64« The regional Uniteg Nations organization designated specif-
ically with the overalil task of facilitating concerned action
for the Decade is ESCAP. As the focal point to co-ordinate the
strategys policies ana actions for the Decadey ESCAP will also
provide co-ordination of action at any interregional and inter-
national leveles The ESCAP secretariat is also charged with the
main responsibility for carrying out the regional action pro-
gramme. The participation of the ECWA region in the vecade will
follow this general patha The ECWA action programme for the
Decade will be Inteygrated witn the vecade's main plan of action;
necessary and adegquate co-operation and collaporation linkayes
will be established to e€nable the full implementation of the
Decade's plan of action in all Asian suoregionsy including west-
ern Aside

65 To facilitate active participation of western Asia in the
Decade and to co-urdinate the Decade programme petween the ESCAP
and  tCwA regionsy ECWA countries should participate in all
inter-agency co-ordgination and pleuging committees to be estab-
lished and in particular in the Interagency Consultative Group
for the Transport ana Communications Decade four Asi1a and
Pacific. Furthermores countries of the tCwA region should also
ACtively take puart in the work ot the a1 _hoc expert Yroups or
interjovernmental meetings organiczed DY FLUNA anda cSCAP.
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ANNEX

Tdble lo

l. Professionai Staff

———-—-_—---—_——_——-

L L-5 Expert 18 w/m

Ze Intergovernmental

convenea in 198

3e Field missions in

the Co~ordination
meetings with the

4» Cunsuitancy 65 w/m

(Secondment from United

ECWA secretariat

-.-----—-—-——-—-—_-—-

Professional staff 12 w/m

Fielqg mission

Meeting to pe

the reqgion andg for
and consultatijion
ESCap secretariat

phase I1 ang phase III will}
imated at a later stage on the basis of the
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104000.00
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304000400
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Total 2204000400
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105000.00

Total 90+ 000.00
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