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I+ INTROOUCTION

la Transport 1s a basic factor in the economic and social
development of each individual country and is the major element
in reyional integration as well as in  international
co-operatione. In wview ot this fact all countries in the ECWA
region have embarked upon large schemes for the development of
road networks as clearly reflected in their current and forth-
coming development planse

2e In addition to the physical structures of roadse which are
reasonably developeds border crossing formalities play a vital
role in the smooth movement of traffic. These formalities
should be dealt with in such a way 3s to make them trade facili-
ties rather than bottleneckse.

3. The purpose of this report is to apprise the Commission of
the outcome of the Ad _noc Expert Group Meeting on the Technical
Aspects of Land Transport Harmonization and Standardizations
held at ECWA headquarters at Baghdad from 19 to 22 Novemper
1984y and to seek further guidance and support with regard to
the findings and recommendations of the Meetinge The report
provides a summary of the discussion together with the conclu-
sions and recommendations adopted by representatives of member
States attending the Meeting.

4e The Meeting was oryganized by the secretariat of ECWA in the
implementation of the programme of work and priorities for
1984-1985 under programme element l.4 "Land transport harmoniza-
tion and standardization". The Meeting was preceded by two stu-
dies on the subject (see documents E/ECWA/TCT/84/3 ang
E/ECWA/TCT/84/4) which were undertaken py the secretariat of
ECWA in the biennium 1982-1983 under programme element 551.2,
"Transport harmonization anad standardization of documents".

II. THE AD_HOCL EXPERT GROUP MEETING

Se The Ad_hoc Expert Group Meeting was attended by represen-
tatives of the member States of €qypt, Irage Jordan, watar ang
Saudi Arabia. Also present at the meeting were representatives
of international and Arab organizationsy the Customs
Co-operation Councily the Arab Council for Economic Unity (ACEU)
and the Arab Organization for Standardization and Meteorologye.

Objectives
6e The Meetiny aimed at an exchange of views by bringing
together experts from member States and relevant specialized
ayencies to di1scuss various aspects of the issue on the basis of
the studies conuucted by ECWA. The immediate objective was to
provide member States with a3 framework for co-operation through
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procedures to be agreed upon to facilitate border crossings and
enchance interregional and intraregional tradee.

Te It has to be emphasized that member States have constructed
modern highways and expanded their road networks to cope with
the 1ncreasing road traffic between countries in the region and
within each i1ndividual countrye This remarkable development in
road networks has enhanced interregional and intraregional land
transport and consequently road transport became the major and
the dominant mode of transport 1n the region.

Be Evidentlyy the increase In road traffic has created great
pressures at Dborder crossings and the delay in the procedures
has its adverse effect on the flow of traffice At frontier
points formalities and procedures tend to be UYengthy and
time—-consuminges However s the growth and smooth flow of traffic
dao not depend solely on the construction of modern highways ana
hence the various other elements involved should be studied tho-
roughly to remove all the bottlenecks that might hamper the even
flow of traffice.

9 The studies conducted by the secretariat of ECWA revealed
that the administrative formalities in many countries need to be
revised anad made as simple as possible as well as to be harmon-
ized and standardized among the member States. This point has
been extensively studied and was reflected in the executive sum-
mary on “Transport harmonization and standardization of
documents” (E/ECWA/XI/4/Add.l) submitted to the eleventh session
of the Commission in April 1984.

IITe INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL CONVENT IONS

10. A regional and systematic approach to the problem of traf-
fic facilitation should be adopted by all countries concerned
with international and transit traffice This conclusion has

been emphasized by the studies undertaken by €CAdA and was also

lle The regional approach should take into account the existing
international ana regional conventions governing and requlating
transport and transit traftic activities amony all countries
concernedes Many of these conventions are already in force
arounda the world andg especially in furope.

12. Several conventions on 1nternational transport and transit
traffic were adopted by the United Nations and a number of ECWA
member States are participating 1in some of these conventions
though the implementation is not as wide as it should bee.

l3e The C(ustoms Convention on the International Transport of
Goods wunger cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention) 1s applied in
Europe on a large scale. The agreement was established in 1949
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and renegotiated and established under the TIR Convention in
1959. It was revised in 1975 and the resulting TIR Convention
of 1975 came into force on 20 March 1978.

14« The TIR Convention contadins 64 articles and 8 annexes and
aims at the simplicication and harmonization of administrative
formalities for the international transportation of goodssy par-
ticularly at frontier pointse This Convention is of interest to
the ECWA member States as road transport traffic originating
from Europe has increased considerably during the last few years
and the TIR Convention 1is one of the conventions regulating
transit traffic in all countries of Europe.

15« The International Convention on the Simplification and Har-
monization of Customs Procedures (the KYOVTO Convention) was pro-
posed at the (Customs Co-operation Council! (CCC) meeting in 1969.
The Convention was adopted in 1973 and came into force on 25
September 1974.

16 CCC was entrusted with drafting the KYOTO Convention and
several specialized United Nations agencies such as the Unitea
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) took an active part in
the preparatory worke Several countries interested in trade
facilitation participated by forwarding their proposals to CCCe

17« The KYOTO Convention contains 19 articles and 30 annexes
and has the effect of simplifying and harmonizing custom tegis—-
tations with the objective of facilitating trade between the
participating countriese.

18. The Regional Convention on the Regulation of Transit amony
the Arab League States was approved by the Economic Council of
the Arab League in 1977. The Convention aims at the facili-
tation of transport of goods through the territories to memper
States with a view to strengthening economic co-operation within
the Arab countriese

19. The Conventions consisting of 45 articles and 3 annexesy
was signed by all ECWA member States as well as the Arab States
outside the ECWA region. However, the provisions of the Conven-—
tion have not been implemented in the Arab region as yete

20+ The Arab Transit Convention required the establishment of
an Arab Guaranteeing Association to facilitate the implementa-
tion of i1ts provisionse Through the co-operation of the partic—-
ipating countries and the support of the Arab financial
institutionsy the establishment of an Arab Guaranteeing Associ-
ation would be feasible.

2l The three conventions mentioned above are only examples for
the type of agreements that might serve economic co-operation
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and regional integration through the facilitation of transport
and transit traffice. Many other conventions are availabTe for
study and consideration by member Statese.

22« The 1international and regional conventions provide the
framework for co-operation and also provide all necessary
details for traffic controle Howevery it is possible to estab-
lish bilateral agreements within the framework of the interna-
tional or regional conventionse Moreover any participating
country may introduce any 3additional 1local requirement that
might be necessary to protect the Interests of the participants.

23 The Ad_Hoc Expert Group Meeting on the Technical! Aspects of
Land Transport Harmonization and Stanadardization revieweag
several conventions and especially those mentioned abovee

IVe RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING

24« The Ad_Hoc Expert Groups after discussing all the documents
presented by the secretariat of ECWA and reviewing the experi-
ences of some member countriesy concluded the Meeting with the
following recommendationse

- The Ad _Hoc €Expert Group

Requests ECWA member countries in co~-operation with other
Arab countries to use all means to facilitate traffic flow
across the Arab countriess to promote and develop joint agree-
mentsy within internationaly regional and bilateral agreements
with view to promote their economic and social interestse

Ae Simplification and reduction of transport documents

~ The Ad_Hoc Expert Group requests ELWA member countries
(a) To use one standard size of paper for goods and passen-—
gers traffic documents;

{b) To harmonize these standard documents with those used
internationally and especially the European documents;

(c) To wuse another international language (e<ges English)
in addition to Arabic language in transport and transit traffic
documents;

(d) To supply ECWA with information on their transit traf-
fic as well as samples of documents usede ECWA should distrib-
ute the information and sample documents among member countries
to wuse in the harmonization and standardization of procedures
and documentse
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Be _Standardization of documents

e

{2a) The Technical Committee of the Arab Leaque responsible
for the implementation of the Arab Transit Convention to final-
ize the detailed studies and provide recommendations for imple—
menting the Conventione. Member countries are also requested to
Study the other relevant international conventions;

(b) Member countries who have not yet joined the interna-
tional conventions to do soy especially the TIR and KYOTO Con-
ventionsy a4and requests member countries to complete procedures
for accession to the Arab Transit Convention and enter into
bilateral ayreements especially between neighbouring countries;

(c) Member countries to abide by the conventions they adopt
and ensure the continuity of traffic among all countries and
especially between the neighbouring countries under all circum—
stances and problems that might arise;

(d) Member countries to make use of the experience of other
countries and regional and international organizations in
improving transport documentse

C. Improvement of administrative measures
- The Ad_Hoc Expert Group requests
(a) That inspection ana checking of transit documents for
goods and passengers be garried out in one place and at the same

time whenever possible;

(b) That hours of work at border Crossings be increased to
cover the whole day;

(c) That inspection be limited to the minimum necessary and
the requirea number of employeesy equipment and storage areas be
provided to faciltitate inspection;

(d) That mutual! administrative assistance and co-operation
be exchanged between adjacent border crossings;

O»_Improvement of terminal facilities

(a) Member countries to provide necessary terminal facili-
ties to ease transit operations ana for the convenience of per-—
SONnsy e+gs rest-housesy restaurants and service stations;
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(b) Member countries to provide first aid centresy telecom-
munications facilitiess money change offices and other necessary
facilities at border crossings;

(c) Member <countries to provide facilities for vehicles,
Cege fuely, 1lubricantssy spare parts and maintenance at border
Crossings or nearbye.

E. Miscellaneous recommendations

——— o o

(3] Requests member countries to establish a Joint guaran-—
teeing association for Arab countriesy to standardize and extend
the zones of vehicle insurance;

(b) Recommends that after the establishment of the Arab
Guaranteeing Association the Arab manifest should be replaced by
an Arab Carnet similar to the TIR Carnet which is issued by
licensed transport companies;

(c) Recommends that goods forwarding invoices should be the
official documents for transit traffic by rail and the same
applies for shipping and air traffic;

(d) Recommends that signatures of officials responsible for
clearing traffic should be exchanged among Arab custom adminis-—
trations on a wider basis;

(e) Recommends that efforts should be made to standardize
official documents and customs declarations among Arab countries
as is the case with the standardized customs regulations;

(f) Requests member countries to complete and i1mprove
national transport networks serving international traffic in the
region with a view to removing bottlenecks and facilitating
traffic flowse ECWA is requested to assist in securing the
required technical assistance in this field from var ious inter-
national specialized agencies;

{(g9) Requests member countries to join the (Customs
Co-operation Council so as to benefit from its experience and
capabilities in the field of customs;

(h) Requests member countries to establish a central infor—
mation office for transport and transit traffic to collect anag
circulate basic information on a regular basis among member
countriese



E/ECWA/XII /S/Adde10
Page 7

Fe Follow-up activities

(3) The ECWA secretariat should forward the report and rec-
ommendations to the Commission at its twelfth sessions schedulea
for April 1985, to adopt and take the necessary measures for
implementation; ’

{b) Solicits, in the implementation of these recommen-—
dationss the co-operation of member countries with the special-
1Zed agencies such as the Customs Co-operation Councils Arab
Transport Associations and the relevant Arab organizations;

(c) Requests the ECWA secretariat to meet with experts ana
responsiblie officials of member States to follow-up the impte-
mentation of the recommendationse

Ve CONCLUSIONS

25« The recommendations of the Meeting provide a basis for fur-
ther action to be taken in order to ensure appropriate transport
and  transit arrangements among the ECWA member States and with
other neighbouring regionse '

26« The ECWA secretariat requests the support of the Commission
to 1mplement the recommendations of the Meetinge The support of
the Commission is also requested to encour age the member States
to implement these recommendationse

27. To this effect the ECWA secretariat suggests for the
approval of the Commission that daraft procedures and/or a draft
convention on measures to facilitate border crossings should be
prepared by the ECWA secretariat during the 1985-1986 biennium
in close consultation with member States and submitted to the
Commission at its fourteenth session for further actione



