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le Reporting the follow—up action on United Nations world con-
ferences and ECWA regional meetings is a standing item on the
agenda of the Commission®s sessione.

The document at hand contains annexes giving a summary of
the backgrounds proceedings and/or follow-up action at the
regional level for the following conferences and meetings:

(a) ECHA/FAD Regional Intergovernmental Consultation on
Rural Development in the Near East Region as a follow-up to the
World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
(WCARRD)y held from 3 to 6 October 1983 at Baghdad;

(b) The MWestern Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting on the
International Youth Year held from 9 to 13 October 1983 at Bagh-
dady in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 36/28 and ECHWA
resolution 112(IX)3

(c) The Western Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders held at 8Baghdad from 12 to 16 Decem—
ber 1983 in pursuance of General Assembly resolutions 415(V) and
Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/29;

(d) The Western Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
International Conference on Population to be held in Amman from
25 to 29 March 1984 in pursuance of General Assembly resolution
38/48.
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8(a) INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONSULTATION ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AS A FOLLOW-UP TO THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAN
REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

le In pursuance of the implementation of its 1982-1983 work
programme in the area of rural development, the secretariaty in
collaboration with the food and agriculture organization of the
United Nations (FAO)s convened an inter governmental consulta-—
tion on rural development as a follow-up to the world conference
on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD)y which was
held at ECWA headquarters in Baghdade from 3 to 6 October 1983.
The consultation was attended by the delegates from Afghanistany
Cypruss Eqypts Iraq (3)s Mauritanias Morocco {2)s Pakistan (2)s
Saudi Arabiaes Sudan(2) Turkey and Democratic Yemeny by the rep-
resentatives of the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development (AOAD) Economic Commission for HWestern Asia
{ECWA)(S) Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAGQ) (5} International Fund for Agricul tural Development
(IFAD)y International! tLabour Organisation (ILO)s United Nations®
Development Programme (UNDP)s United Nations Educationals Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)y and the World Food
Programme (WFP)e. In addition the meeting was attended by three
consultants from Egypts Jordan and Pakistane

2ae This Intergovernmental Consultation on Rural Development
was the first in the ECWA/Near Eastern regiony held as a fol-
low-up tothe programme of action of WCARRD and in response to
the decisions of member countries for a continuous moni toring
and avaluation of the progress made in the field of agragarian
reform and rural development. The objectives of the consulta-
tion were:

(3) to review the national agrarian reform and rural
development policies and programmes and to asses the progress in
the alleviation of rural poverty since the WCARRD (1979);

(b) to identify the factors which most determine the suc-—
cess or failure of agrarian reform and rural development pro-
grammes ;

(c}) to outline and adopt a common regional position with
vregard to the formulation and implementation of national poli-
cies toward achieving the aims of the WCARRD programme of
actione The programme of action for the WCARRD follow-up
involves assistance to member countries of FAO and ECWA in iden—
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tifying and reviewing policies and programmes and implementing
activities aiming at the improvement of their agrarian reform
structures and the development of their rural arease

3. The documentation for the Consultation included two docu-
ments prepared by the ECWA secretariat on ™Innovative experi—
ences in rural developmen t projects™ and "The role of pricing
policies in support of small farmers;™ one document prepared by
IFAD on "Monitoring and evaluation of rural developmen t pro—
jects;" and five documents prepared by FAD on "The programme of
socio-econ omic indicatorse” "Improving the delivery system of
agricultural services for small farmerse™ "Trends in alleviation
of rural povertys® "Major land tenure changes in the Near East
Regione™ and "People’s participation in rural development.”

L In addition to the above eight documentse a major agenda
item of the Consultation was the vreport of the Expert Group
Meeting on Review of Experiences with Rural Development Pro—
jectsy which was held by the secretariate in Baghdady just prior
to the Consultatione from 29 September to 2 October 1983.

Se After intensive deliberationse the Consultation reached
the following conclusions and recommendationse.

Ae I[nnovative experiences in rural _development projectss

be The Consultation appreciated the innovative experiences
as cited (settlement of agricultural graduates in Iraqe Egypt
and Sudan or providing them with loans and assistance in Cyprus;
massive literacy campaign of Iraq; Nubin resettlement; the Hema
grazing system in the Syrian Arab Republic and the regional
development approach to rural development in the Jordan valleyey
etc)y and recommend that the term °*innovative® should be broadly
defined to include all successful and effective experiences in
the context of WCARRD countries in the Near Eastern region
should take the initiative to compile and evaluate their suc-—
cessful experiences in the field of rural development and
agrarian reform for possible replication elsewhere. FAQ was
requested to institutionalize the process of identification and
evaluation of innovative experiences for dissemination among the
countries and to ensure that specific innovative experiences of
the countries would be discussed in subsequent meetings organ-—
ized by FAOy ECWA and other agenciese.

Be Major land_tenure changese.

Te The Consultation noted the slow progress in initiating
new agrarian reform programmes in the post—WCARRD period and
recommend that:
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(a) Governments should proceed wore vigorously with pro-
grammes of land redistributiony tenancy reformsy land consol-
idation and allied institutional changes, as adopted by
countries in the WCARRD programme of action;

(b) Steps should be taken for the independent evaluation
of the real impact of the implemented and ongoing agrarian
reformse including their impact on wowmen;

(c) Special emphasis should be placed on spending up
existing measures and adopting new ones for combating fragwenta-
tion of farm holdingssand different experiences of wvarious
countries in that field should be analysed for their dissem—
ination;

{(d) Land reclamation and land settlement schemes should
be evaluated in order to better orient those schemes towards the
benefit of the rural poor;

(e) Agricultural censuses and sample surveys should be
carried out on a reqular basis by all countries and those cen—
suses and surveys shouldbe broadened to cover data on land own-
ership in addition to data on land holdingse

Ce _Growth with_equity

8« The Consultation appreciated the study presented by FAOD
on the assessment of absolute poverty in the Mear Eastern region
and considered it a pioneering analytical approach for the
assessment of the relationship between economic growth and the
alleviation of rural povertye.

9« The Consultation recommended that the study should be
published after updating the data and widening its scope to
include such Factors as terms of trade, pricesy employmenty Yand
markets and sectoral flow of resourcese

10. The Consultation also recommended that the analytical
framework wused in the study should be applied to coun-
try-specific studies to be undertaken by the countriesy with the
possible assistance of FAO/ECWAs and that the results of those
studies should be examined in a followup meeting.

11. The Consultation fully endorsed the need for measures to
promote the effective participation of people in the economic
and social aspects of rural development policiesy programmes and
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projectse [t recommended that further steps should be taken
for:

(a) The removal of obstacles in the way of the rural poor
s0o that they can improve their economic and social conditions
through the organizations which represent their interests;

{b) Decentralization of government services to local lev-
els;

(c) Increasing the access of the rural poor including the
landless to productive assets including Yand and credit;

(d) Facilitating the meaningful participation of rural
women in farm production and rural institutions;

(e) the promotion of non-governmental organizations
(NGOS) in the rural areas in order to mobilize local development
initiatives to meet their own needs and that a meeting should be
organized on the participation of NGOS in the field of agrarian
reform and rural development.

s e e e i e st . . . e e e, o T o o A o — S ]2 T A i oo i

12« The Consultation noted with satisfaction the studies
being carried out on agricultural price policies in the
ECHWA/Near Eastern region which will be discussed at the next FAO
Near Eastern Regional Conferences« It recommended that price
policies should be designed which keep in view Ffarm pro-—-
duction/land tenure relations obtaining in the countriesy and
which take into account the interests of:

{3) The landless and the subsistence farmersy who are net
buyers of food

{b) Nowads who are major producers of livestock and live—
stock products but who by-passed by the price system;

(c) Urban consumerse.

Fe Delivery systems for swmall farmerse

13. The Consultation noted the management problems arising
from the multiplicity of organizations and agencies providing
inputs and agricultural services to the diverse categories of
farmers and recommended that co—-ordinatio n among the delivery
agencies should be improved and effectively Ulinked with the
receiving systeme In this reqgarde the Consultation observed
that the ultimate success of the rural development programme was
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critically tied to the nature and strength of a receiving system
which was defined to consist of a set of forwmal and informal
institutionse with a broad-based participation of rural house-
holdse

14 The Consultation further observed that the achievement of
distributive justice and growth was dependent on the horizontal
and vertical linkages between the receiving and delivery systems
on the cone hand and basic supportive research and training sys-—
tems on the othere

15« The Consultation also observed that local governmente
where appropriatee in addition to instituting accountability
should be trained and tuned to the needs of small Farwmers and
the rural poore

Geo_Monitoring and _evaluation
16« The Consultation appreciated the work of IFADe FAD and other
United Nations agencies in promotingthe establishment of moni-
toring and evaluation systems as 2 part and parcel of all agri-
cultral and rural development projects in the Near Eastern/ECHA
countries and made the following recommendations:

{3) The Near Eastern/ECWA countries need to focus on build-
ing national capabilities to carry out monitoring and evaluation
activities at the project levely and on using local institutions
and expertise within and outside the Government to design and
carry cut those activities;

(b) In the case of large integrated rural development pro-—-
grammess having components of various agenciesy it was necessary
to establish suitable co-ordin ating mechanisms to identify a
central or "lead™ agency that would be responsible for the over-
all monitoring and evaluationy while the individual ministries
or agencies continued to review progress in the areas of their
direct interest and responsibility;

{c) The consolidation of work mechanisms for monitoring and
evaluation should be viewed as part of establishing or strength-—
ening permanent national capabilities in the countries. That
could be achieved through the creation of special unitse.

{d} The Consultation recognized the difficulties which cer—
tain countries encountered in setting up benchmarks for a period
around 1980 and in organizing data collection systems for moni-
toring and evaluation in the second cycle of the periodic
reporting to the 1987 FAQ conference. The meeting agreed that
it was necessary for countries to start preparing long-tesrm pro-
grammes of integrated censuses and surveys for providing the
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required indicators as frequently and efficiently as possible
and to seek suitable technical assistance for that purposee.

17« The rvecommendations of thas Intergovernmental Consulta-
tion are being taken into account by the secretariat in the
implementation of its 1984-1985 work programme. Howevery the
scope of the secretariat®s activities in the Ffield of rural
development is constrained by the limited resources of its regu-
Var budgete. A fuller implementation of the Consultation’s
recommendations will largely depend upon the secretariat®s abil-
ity to mobilize extrabudgetary resources (see ECWA
documente.E/ECWHA/AGR/IG.1/10)«

o
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8(b) THE WESTERN ASTA REGIUNAL PREPARATORY MEETING
OF THE INTERNATIOGNAL YOUYH YEAR

le The United Nations General Assembly in its resolutions
347151 of 17 December 1979 and 35/126 of 11 December 1980y des-—
ignated the year 1985 as International Youth Year. Partic—
ipations Developmenty Peacee In its resolution 36/128 dated 13
November 1981 it also endorsed the Specific Programme of Meas—
ures and Activities for International Youth Year which was
prepared by the Advisory Committee for the International Youth
Year and included in the report of the Secretary General to the
general Assembly (A/36215; see also A/37/23T/Add/1)e The Pro—
gramme stressed specific measures and activities which should be
undertaken prior to and during the Internationa! Youth Year and
the importance of holding regional wmeeting for the purpose of
realizing the objectives set for the Yeare.

2a Furthermores on the basis of General Assembly resolution
Noe« 36728 dated 13 Movember 1981 and the Economic Commission of
Western Asia resolution 1i2(ix) of 12 May 1982y the secretariat
of ECWA planned regional wmeeting for the International Youth
Yeare That meeting was attended by States members of the Com—
missione In co-operation with the United Nations Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairse ECHA invited member
Statesy Arab regional organizationses sub-regional organizationse
international organizations and non-governmental organizations
and unions concerned with youthe to attend the Regional Prepara—
tory Meeting Devoted to the International Youth Year for WNestern
Asiae

3e The Western Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting was convened
from 9 to 13 Dctober 1983 in ECWA headquarterss at Baghdad with-
in the framework of the objectives of the International Youth
Year?: Participationy Oevelopments Peacey and with the aim of
creating wider and deeper understanding of the actual situation
of youthe their problems and aspirations in order to integrate
them into the economic and social development efforts in the
region of Western Asia. The Meeting also aimed at examining the
" situation and needs of youth in the region with a3 view to
exchanging experiences gained during Youth Year and adopting a
Regional Plan of Action for Western Asia for the International
Youth Year and beyonde

4 The ECHWA secretariate in the light of these aims and objec—
tivesy prepared two basic working documents, namely:

{a)} The situation and needs of youth in western Asia;
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(b) The Regional Plan of Action for International Youth
Year in Western
Asiae

Se Other documents sent by the secretariat of the Interna-
tional Youth Year and UNESCO were also made available to partic—
ipants as background documentse

P8 The meeting was attended by representatives of the follow-
ing members of ECWA: Bahraine Eqyptey Iraqe Jordane Kuwaitye
Omane Palestine Liberation Organizations Qatars Saudt Avrabiae
Yemen and Democratic Yemene

Te The Socialist Republic of Romania participated as an
observere

8. The meeting was also attended by the following Arab
regional organizations: The League of Arab Statess the Arabd

League EducationalsCultural and Scientific Organizations the
Arab Labour Organizations the Arab Organization for Social
Defences the Co-operation Council for the Arab Gulf Statesy the
Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf Statese

% The following international organizations also participated
in the meeting: The United Nations Development Programmes the
United Nations Volunteerss the United Nations Educationales Sci-
entific and Cultural Organizatione the International Labour
Organizationsy and the Advisory Committee for the International
Youth Yeare

10« The following non-governmental organizations were also pre-
sent: Yhe International Planned Parenthood Federationy the
International Union of Studentse the World Federatioin of Demo—
cratic Youthe

ile The substantive Agenda of the meeting included:

(3} TYhe situation of youth in the Western Asia region:

{i) issues and problems;
(ii) policies and programmes for youth development.

{b) Approaches to development and the participation of
youth;

{c) Administrative structures for the implementation of
youth policies and programmes;

(d) Youth and peace in Western Asiaj;
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{e) Regional Plan of Action for the International Ycuth
Year and beyonde

12 The regional inter-governmental meetinge in addition to
adopting the Regional Plan of Action for Western Asia for the
International Youth Years highlighted the following recommen—
dations contained in the Regional Plan of Action and Submitted
additional recommendations:

(1) Requests the Secretary General! of the United Nations
to convene a World Conference in 1985 on the International Youth
Year: Participationy Developments Peace under the aegis of the
United Nations for the adoption of the Global Plan of Action on
Youthe

(2} AlVso requests the Secretary General to consider the
period 1986-1995 as the United Nations Decade for Youth in order
to intensify efforts required for the formulation and iwmplemen—
tation of policiesy programmes and activities in the field of
youth to be undertaken at the nationale regional and interna-
tional levelse.

{3) Requests the Executive Secretary of ECWA to take all
necessary steps to convene a reqgional wmeeting for represen—
tatives of the national co-ordinating committees in Western Asia
in early 1985 to be organized by ECWA in co-operation with the
Secretariat for the International Youth Year as well as con-—
cerned international and regional organizations in order to
evaluate the achievements of the International Youth Year.

(4) The members states of the Economic Commission for
Western Asia which have not already done so should set up
National Co~ordinating Commi ttees or other forms of
co-ordination for the IYY with broad participation of young peo-
ple and representatives of youth organizations and provide them
with the necessary technical and financial resourcese

{(S5) Regional interagency consultation and co—ordination
should be strengthened as a useful tool in planningy promoting
and implementing activities in the field of youth in the context
of the impliementation of the recommendations concerning the
International Youth Yeare

{6} The Secretary General of the United Nations should
take all necessary measures to strengthen the ECWA secretariat
in order to enable it to fulfil the extended mandate entrusted
to it in the fiel'd of youths including the implementation of the
Western Asia Regional PTan of Action for IYYo

(T) AWl members of ECWA should keep the secretariat as
well as the IYY secretariat informed of their national activ-
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tties concerning the preparation and observance of the Interna-
tional Youth Yeare

(8) TYhe ECWA secretariaty in close co-operation with the
[nternational Youth Year Secretariats should take appropriate
measures for the dissemination of information of particular rel-
evance to national measures and activities undertaken by the
memberse.

(9) Urges the wmembers of ECWA to make voluntary contrib-
utions to the United Nations Trust Fund for the International
Youth Yeare

(10) Requests the Secretary General of the United Nations
should bring the present Regional Plan of Action with its rec—
ommendations to the attention of the General Assembly at its
thirtyeighth session and to the Third session of the Advisory
Committee as a contribution to the global plan of action on
youthe

13- In additions the meeting passed the following resolution:

The Meeting calls upon the youth of the world to support
the struggle of Arab Youth in their just cause for lifes freedom
and peace after their exposure to immense suffering from wars,
occupation and aggressiony and in particulars:

(2) VYo provide all forms of assistance and support to the
Arab Palestinian youth for their legitimate rights and
self-determination and the establishment on their own soil their
sovereign state under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organizationy the sole legitimate representative of the Palesti-
nian Peoplees

(b} VYo provide all forms of support and assistance to the
Arab youth in Lebanon and to assist them to overcome their hard-
ships through safeguarding the independence and unity of their
countrye.

(c) To exercise their good offices to appeal to I[ran to
accept all Iraqi and international peace initiatives to end the
bloodshed caused by the Iraqi- Iranian war which entered its
fourth year®.

4 The delegation of Democratic Yemen expressed its reserva—
tion on parae (c) of this resolutione
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Annex (Il

8C THE WESTERN ASIA REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEEVING FOR THE
SEVENTH UNITED CONGRESS ON THE PREVENTION
OF CRIME AND THE TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS

le The Western Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for the sev-—
enth United Nations Congress on the Prevention Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders was the 5th of a series of regional pre—
paratory meetings convened to discuss the provisional agenda of
the Congressy to be held in 1985 in pursuance of General Assem—
bly resolutions &15(v) and 36721 and Economic and Social Council
resolution 1982729 and to make appropriate recommsendations con-
cerning the preparations and documsentation for the Congresse
The secretariat of the Econonic Commission for western Asia
(ECWA) assisted in organizing this meeting in terms of logistic
arrangements and in—-session technical discussionse.

2e The Meeting was held at the headquarters of ECWAs Baghdady
from 12 to 16 December 1983. It was attended by over 50 partic-
ipantse including representatives and experts from 9 States mem—
bers of ECHWA, intergovernmental and non—governmental
organizationsy the Executive Secretary and secretariat of ECWA,
the Resident Representative of UNDPy the Secretariat of the Sev—-
enth Congressy and the representative of the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 1982/30.

3. The 1list of five substantive topics for the provisional
agenda of the Congress recommended by the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control at its seventh session and endorsed by
the Economic and Social Council was adopted as the agenda for
the Meeting. These topics were:
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le New dimensions of criminality and crime prevention in
the context of development: challenges for the futuree

2« Criminal justice processes and perspectives in a chang-
ing world.

3. Victims of crime.
4« Youthe crime and justicee.

5« Formulation and application of United Nations standards
and norms in criminal Justicees

4o Discussion of the topics was fFacilitated by the document
Prepared by the Crime Prevention and Criminal justice Branch of
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
(CSDHA) entitled "Discussion quide for the regional and interre—
gional preparatory meeting for the Seventh United "Nations Con—
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders®™
in addition to other documents submitted to the meetinge.

Se As envisaged the Meeting discussed the situation in the
ECWA region with regard to crime Prevention and Criminal justice
covering the various items of the substantive agenda and focus-
sing on Ffeatures and characteristics that are specific to the
regione In additions it adopted one resolution entitled "estab—
lishment of a United Nations Arab Regional Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenderse.” The opera-
tive paragraph of this resolution reads as follows:

Requests the Secretary General of the United Nations to take
Appropriate measuresy in Co-operation with the Pan Arab Organ—
ization Ffor Social defence of the League of Arab States to
establish a United Nations Arab regional institute for the pre—
vention of crime and the treatment of offendersy to perform the

following functions:

(23) To train criminal Justice personnel, including poli-
Cy-makerssy judgesy prosecutors, lawyersy police and correction
officialsy and social workersy with a view towards raising the
level of efficiency and enhancing the effectiveness of their
performance, placing particular emphasis on a system-wide inte-
- grated approach;

(b) Yo assist member States of the region to develop and
strengthen their Capacitys at the national level,y in the area of
crime and criminal justice data bases;
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(c) VYo provide technical assistance and technical advisory
services to Member States of the region in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice;

(d) Yo conduct research and to organize seminarssy Symposi-—
umse and training courses on priority issues in the regiony par-—

ticularly in relation to crime in the context of overall social
and economic development;

(e} Yo serve as “a clearing house” for the collectiony
analysisy and dissemination of data, and facilitate the exchange

of information in this fieldy at the subregionale regional and
international levelse.




8{(d) THE WESTERN ASIA REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEEVING FOR VHE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATIONe MEXICO CITYe AUGUST 1984

le The United Nations will convene an International Conference
on Population at Mexico City in August 1984y which will review,
inter alia » the implementation of the provisions of the World
Population Plan of Action which was adopted by the World Popu-
Vation Conference held at Bucharest in 1974. The Economic Com—
mission for Western Asia (ECWMA) had initially plamned to
organize a regional wmeeting in preparation for the Mexico City
Conferencee. Howeversy since the League of Arab States was also
planning to hold a workshop on the same subjecty ECWA and the
Leaque of Arab States agreed to convene the meeting as a joint
activityo. This was regarded as a concrete step in the pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 3876 on ®"Co-operation between the
United Nations and the League of Arab States™ as well as to the
Secretary-General®s report to the General Assembly on the same
subject (A/38/7299 and Correl)e

2o The regional meeting renamed Population Conference for the
Arab World will be held at Amman from 25 to 29 March 1984y host—
ed by the Government of Jordan (Royal Scientific Society) and
fiananced by the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA). Invitations for attending this wmeeting were sent to
ECWA member Statese other Arab countriese concerned interna—-
tional and Arabd regional organizationss United Nations technical
advisers in demography in the reqgions and interested insti-
tutions and centrese

3a Relevant technical papers related to the agenda of the Con-—
ference are being prepared by both parties with a view to facil-
itating the adoption of a common positionsdeclaration during the
meeting as an input to the forthcoming International Conference.
The main topics of the agenda include:

l« Demographic situation in the reqione
2« Population and economic correlatess
3. Population and social servicese

4 Population policies.

fe Upon the conclusion of the Population Conference for the
Arab Worldy the Executive Secretary of ECHA will report its
findings and recommendations to ECWA's eleventh session for its
consideratione




