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INTRODUCTION

ODuring 1982-1983 the secretariat took a number of measures
toward the implementation of resolutions adopted by the Commis—
si10on at its tenth session and 4t previous sessions and which do
not fall under a separate agenda item. These resolutions are:
119(x) on the policy-making structure of the Commission; 115(x)
on the programme of work and priorities for the period
1984-1985; L17T(x) on international assistance to the earth-
quake-stricken area of Yemen; 118(x) on the programme of action
in favour of the least developed countries; and 123({x) on the
study of the economic and social situation and potential of the
Palestinian Arab people. This document contains a summary of
activities undertaken in pursuance of the above resolutions as
well as certain observations theretoe
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Ie ECWA RESOLUTION L19(X) ON THE POLICY-MAKING
STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION
Proposed_Amendment
le it is recalled that the Commission in its tenth session

decided in paragraph 2 of resolution 119{X) on the policy-making
Structure of the Commissions to have a meeting of experts to be
held immediately prior to the Ministerial Meetinge Thus para-
graph 2 reads as follows:

Decides thaty immediately prior to the ministerial meeting,
a meeting of experts should be held to discuss all agenda
items and report its recommendations to the ministerial

meeting for their adoption in final forme.

2a In its attempts to apply the abovey the secretariat of the
Commission has been faced with many administrative obstacles and
intricacies relating to the definition of the ministerial meet—
ingsy its official inaugural datesy ande in particulary the
expectation that a dignitary from the host country will be pres-—
ent for the inauguration.

3. The secretariat has asked the Office of Secretariat Ser-
vices for Economic and Social Matters (Headquarters) to qgive its
advice on this mattery but the advice received was inadequate
for solving the problems encountered.

fe Hencesy the Commission proposes that its resolution 119(X)
should be amended to dispense with paragraph 2 that the annual
ministerial meeting can proceed as it has in the past.

Se The amended resolution should read as followd:

0

Recalling its resolution 114(IX) establishing the Standing

Committee for the Programme, and €conomic and Social Council
resolution 1982/64 adopting that resolutions
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Taking__note of the report of the Fxecutive Secretary

(E/ECWA/L61)y particularly paragraphs 13-16,

la____Calls _upon memher States to he represented at the
annual sessions at the ministerial level;

2e __Decides that, for the purpose of rationalizing the
work of the Commissionythe Standing Committee for the Programme
meets prior to the annual sessions and reports as appropriate to
the ministerial meeting held thereafter on all programme matters

falling within its terms of reference;

visional agenda of future sessions a special item for discussion
related to a priority themey issue or problem facing the coun-
tries of the region.
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II. ECWA RESOLUTION 115(X) ON THE PRUGRAMME OF WORK AND
PRIURITIES FOR THE PERIODD 1984-1985

le In paragraph 3 of its resolution 115(X)s the Commission
requests the Executive Secretary to report to its eleventh ses—
sion the decisions of the legislative organs of the United
Nations with respect to the ECWA programme of work and priori-
ties for the period 1984-1985S.

2e The programme of work and priorities for ECWA for the peri—
od 1984-1985 was submitted to the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination (CPC) at its twenty-third sessiony held from 9 May
to 4 June and 29 August to 12 September 1983,

3. In its reviewy some members of the CPC commended the form
of presentation of the ECWA programme of works the redeployment
of resourcesy the setting of priorities and the identification
of obsoletey marginally useful or ineffective activitiese How—
every they expressed concern about the high rate of vacancies of
Professional posts which would impair the implementation of the
work programme. Other issues of concern to the CPC included the
high rate of inflation budgeted for in the programme budget,
Co—ordination of activities between the Commission and Headquar—
ters and the decentralization of activities from Headquarters to
the Commissione

4e The CPL was informed of the establishment and operation of
the Commission®'s Standing Committee for the Programmes the
agreements on co-ordination between the Commission and other
United Nations and regional organizationsy the new recruitment
drive and the difficult situations the Commission had encount-
ered in Beirut and upon its transfer to Baghdade

Sy In its proygramm=—-by-programme discussions the Committee
raised queries on the relationship between the FAO Near East
Commission on Economic and Social Policy and ECWA with respect
to the ayricultural programme since it noted that most of the
output was being submitted to that body; in the human settle-
ments programme queries were raised on programme element l.1 and
202; in  industrial development concern was expressed that too
much emphasis was placed on heavy industries; in tabours manage-
ment and employments the Committee took note of the transfer of
that programme to population as a subprogramme; in the natural
resources proyramme concern was expressed that most of the out-
put was planned for 1985; and in science and technologyes the
priority assigned to programme element 1.5¢ as well as its lack
of output, were of concern to some members of the Committee.

6e Following its discussionse the Committee recommended to the

General Assembly approval of the Commission®s programme of work
and priorities for the biennium 1984-1985,

4
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Te In its review of the proposed programme budget of the Com—
mission for the biennium |984-1965s the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and BAudygetary Questions ({ACABQ) commented that
the Commission's budget was Sle.6 per cent higher than it had
been i1n the biennium 1982-1983; the rate of inflation estimated
at 36 per cent was too highy and the vacancy ratey, estimated at
more than 27 per cent for the proposed budgets had increased by
two per cent from the 1982-1983 bienniume Howevers the ACARQ
was informed that the rate of real growth was calculated at 3.8
per cent over the revalued basee.

8e Following its discussiony the ACABQ recommended a3 reduction
in the Commissions's proposed programme budget for the biennium
1984-1985 from 3US 299584+500 to $US 274079+800y a reduction of
SUS 2+9504+700¢ Dy increasing the turnover deduction from S to 13
per centy by reducing the number of international General Ser-
vice staff allowed and by not approving a new P-4 post for the

Electronic Data Processing Unit (EOPU)e With respect to the
tattery the ACABY recommended thate §n the light aof the high

rate of vacancyy the resources requested for the EOPUy a P-4 and
A P-3y should be provided through redeployment far the P-&4 and
through the use of a vacant post for the P-3,

e The recommendations of the CPC and the ACABQ were approved
by the General Assembly. The programme budget for the biennium
1984—-1985 contains one new P-4 post for the programme of indus-
trial developmenty and one P-4 dnd one local-level post for the
population programme. Total human resourcessy by postsy approved
by the General Assembly for the biennium 1984-1985y under sec-
tion 14 of the reqular budgets consist of 106 Professional posts
and 207 local-level postse
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IlT« ECWA RESOLUTIUN 117(¢(X) ON INTERNATTOUNAL ASSISTANCE TN
THE EARTHQUAKE-STRICKEN AREA NF YEMEN

le In its resolution 117(X) of 11 May 1983 the Economic Com-
mission for Western Asia appealed to all Member States of the
United Nations system and to the internationals regional and
national organizdtionsy institutions and funds to contribute
generously to the provision of the necessary financial and tech-
nical support for the implementation of the reconstruction and
rehabilitation programme in the earthquake-stricken areas of
Yemens The Commission also urged the secretariat of the Econom—
ic Commission for Western Asia to continuey within the limits of
its capabilities and resourcesy the follow-up of the implementa-
tion of the reconstruction and rehabilitation programme. It
further requested the Executive Secretary to follow—up the
implementation of the resolution and to submit a report thereon
to the eleventh session of the Commissione

2e Follow-up action by the Coamission was undertaken in two

phgses: the first in the mid-1983, and the second in February
L9843

(a) During the first follow-up exercisey nearly seven
months after the catastrophes the picture was bleak, Only 20
per cent of the anticipated cost of reconstruction of thase
demol ished houses that could be rebuilt through the tender proc~
ess was available. That cost did not include other completely
demolishied houses in scattered smaller villagess and the par-—
tially demolished houses; nor did it include destroyed
facilities such as water wellsy schoolsy mosquess health care
centresy etce. Expectations for assistance was centered on a
decision by the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) which was sched-
uled to meet in August 1983,

{b) During the second follow-up exercise the situation had
improved tremendouslye. The Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) had
decided to grant 4 donation that would cover the remaining needs
for reconstruction work intended to be executed through tenders,
leaving even some surplus for other houses either totally or
partially demolishede. In addition it provided for loans in
sufficient amounts to cover the requirements of the remaining
demolished housese Such Tloans would be available Ffor the next
phasey where as this phase is concentrating on reconstruction in
the larger populated areas where damage was widespread.
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3« Following is a brief review of the two follow-up exercisese.

Ae First follow-up phases mid-1983
4e The first follow-up phase reviewed the cash contributions
received from donors up to mid-1983, and made an estimation of
the fiscal resources levied Ffor reconstruction purposes under
law Noe 15/1983s and a comparison of the total available
resources from these two sources as against the requirements of
the reconstruction programme. It also reviewed briefly the two
supporting projects financed by the World Bank and the United
Nataions Development Programme, together with the steps taken and
the phased plan of action for the implementation of the pro-
grammee

le Cash _contributions
Se In addition to the relief contributions in kindy and aid in

the form of various support proyrammes and development projectss
some cash contributions have been receiveds These are recarded

in a Jist with the Executive Bureau of Reconstructjon, The con-
tributions were received in large and small amounts aof djfferent
currencies from gavernmental and non—gavernmental donorse Some
donors paid in consecutjve instalmentsg,

be The ECWA secretariat has summarized the cash contributions
as follows:

{a) Total <cash amounts received ¢till mid—-1983 were about
1840 million Yemen rialse or about 3US 4J.4 millione This does
not include the anticipated assistance from the Gulf
Co-operation Council;

(b) The major part of the monetary assistance came from
Saudi Arabiavy whose contribution amounted to 7l.9 per cent of
the total, followed by Qatars who provided 13.9 per cent of the
total contributionse
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Te The cash contributions are tahulated as follows:

Summary of contributions to the earthquake-stricken
areas as at 3 May 1983

Donors Rials - uss Percentage
{(mitlion) {(million)
Saudi Arabia 132.3 29.1 Tle9
Qatar 256 S e6 13.9
Expatriates and 19.0 4e2 10.3

individuals

Others Tel 1.5 3.9
TOTAL 184.0 40«4 100
8e It is to be noted that the major part of the donations from

tndividuals came from Yemeni expatriates through the Embassy of
Yemen in Kuwaite These donations represent 69«1 per cent of the
total amount donated by expatriates (13.2 million Yemen rials)
Or about 7e2 per cent of the total cash contributionse

Fe The Government issued law Noe 15 of 1983 whereby it levied
a tax for the benefit of those affected by the earthquake. This
included an additional tax of 1 per cent on all importsy 2 per
cent on kat and 1 per cent on industrial and commercial profits,
in addition to a specified amount imposed on the issuance of
passportsy identity cards, driving licenses, air tickets, build-
ing permitsy work permitsy commercial registration and
municipality work permitse.
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10« Estimates made by the tCwWA secretariat on the basis of data
contained in the Statistical Yearbook of 1982,y (adequate data
were available for all estimates except for driving licencesy
commercial registration and municipality work permits which were
arbitrarily estimated) show that income from such additional
taxes for the biennium 1983-1984 may reach 173.0 million Yemen
rialsy of which about 155.0 million rials come from additional
dues on imports (89.6 per cent)s about T2 million rials from
the additional tax on kat (4.2 per cent)y 3el million rials from
the additional tax on profits (l.8 per cent)es and the balance
(4«4 per cent) from other duese.

lle« The following table summarizes those estimates in (millions
of Yemen rials)e

Type of tax Estimates for 2 years
1 per cent on imports 15%.0
2 per cent on ka Te2
1 per cent on profits 3ol
Others Te7
TOTAL 173,40

3. Total available cash_resources
12« 0On the basis of the above calculationss it is expected that
by mid-1985 the Government will have at its disposal around
3600 million Yemen rialsy oOf which about 185.0 wmillion will
have come from donations and 17%.0 million from the additional
taxese In mid-1983,y the Executive Bureau had collected 280.0
million rialse

13¢ Such amounts are indeed very small if compared with what
was proposed by the reconstruction programme prepared by the
joint mission ($US 2.8 billion).

14« It seemedy as a result, that probably external and internal
1oans were necessary to finance the reconstruction operationsy
in which case a revolving c3pital fund would be generated from
loans and recoveries from the beneficiaries over the con-
struction periode Likewise it would be necessary to extend the
reconstruction period beyond the time period suqgested by the
programmey particularly in view of the long period required to
recover the loans from beneficiaries and to recirculate them.
It was expectedy howevery that the Gulf Co-operation Council
would allocate new funds for the earthquake-stricken areas dur-
ing August 1983.
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4e _The World Bank_Project and the UNDP Pro ject
15« woth organizations have submitted a support project. From

3 practical point of viewy they can be considered one project

since both are concerned with extension wunitsy, and the World

Bank would be the executing agency for the UNDP project. That

would add an amount of $US 500,000 as an input to the World Bank

Project which is estimated at sUS 1.5 millions and the two pro-

jects would become one project at a cost of $US 2.0 millione

The UNDP project includes allocdation of $US 475,000 over a peri-

od of 18 months for a sub—-contract to make available the

services of six experts for a total of 36 mans/months {civil enqgi-
neeres architecty mechanical and electrical engineery surveyors

town planner and sanitary engineer). The balance is for the

purchase of two vehicles and for sundry expensess

16e The World Bank Project mokes provisions for the con-—-
struction of twenty standard earthquake-resistant buildings as a
pilot project for demonstration to neighbouring villages in the

areas not covered by the ptlan. It also provides for six exten-—
si10n teamsy each comprising an enginnery a wasonry instructory,
two technical assistants an- a representative of the

Agro-Lo-operative Bank through which loans would be grantede.
The tasks of the teams would be to supervise the implementation
of the construction of the twenty buildingse to determine the
range of damage in the cracked buildings and to supervise the
implementation of repairs on the new buildingse.

17« The project includes the establishment of a central unit as
an extension nucleus in the Executive Rureaus The unit could
comprise a3 technical manaygery an administrative assistantes a
guidance and information materials officery an accountant, a
video technician and a3 secretarye. It could be provided with 9
vehicles and 8 video sets.

18 The Executive Bureau has concentrated on the reconstruction
of houses and has not been involved so far in the reconstruction
of public facilities or in establishing new infrastructure and
services projects in the affected arease.

19« UOwing to the extensiveness of the stricken area and the
widespread damage in the villagesy most of which have a small
number of dwellingss priority has been given to popular concen-
trotions which contain relatively larqge numbers of demolished
housese where reconstruction operations can be carried out by
bidse The selection is based on two criteria:
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(a) Villages that contain 25 houses or more;

{b) 75 per cent or more of the houses are damaged by the
earthquakee

20 Thussy 124 concentrations have been identifieds which
include 134000 completely demolished houses. The ECWA secretar—
iat has compiled and tabulated the fragmented data relating to
the concentration to which the reconstruction operations by bids
would be appliede They show that there are 9,325 completely
demolished houses and 94242 cracked housesy or 184567 houses in
totale. It appears that a number of cracked houses have been
considered completely demolished (perhaps four thousand)s thus
raising the number of completely demolished houses to about
139000 and decreasing the number of houses which are considered
cracked to about 5+500. The joint mission®s report had esti-
mated the number of completely demolished houses in all affected
areas at 154000 and the number of partially demolished at about
27+000e It appears that the picture now is almost reversede.
The number of completely demolished houses in all afflicted
areas is now estimated at 25,000 and that of the partially
demul iwhwd houses about L7¢000e In othear wordsy the number of
completely demolished houses in the selected villages represents
about half of the completely demolished houses in the whole Dha-
mar regione

2le In order to accelerate the implementation of the recon-
struction programme in the selected villagessy the affected area
has been divided into 80 sitess The selected villages are situ-
ated in 14 of theme.

22« It has been decided to invite bids for the selected areas
and at the same time the Executive Bureau will undertake a study
of the qualifications and capabilities of the contractorse. It
is to be noted that the bidding regulations specify that 60 per
cent of the manpower should be 1local workerss Conseqguently
around 40 per cent of the total cost will be in Yemen rialse

23. A revised model has been selected from among the alterna-
tives proposed in the reconstruction programmesy according to
which a house will consist of three roomss a3 bath and a kitcheny
to be built on 50 m2. The estimated cost for one house is about
704000 Yemen rialse Thus the total cost of bids will be around
900 million Yemen rials, of which only about 230 million rialsy
or about 31 per centsy is available at presente

24« It is expected that all bids have been opened in October
1983y whereby the precise and final cost per house should be
knowne Consequently, the same amount per house can he allocated
for operations outside the frame of bids.
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25« The cost of the remygining completely demolisned houses is
also estimated at about 900-1,000 million Yemen rialsey while
repairs will cost about 400 miilion Yemen rialse. Services and
facilities require 400-600 million Yemen rials. The total costy
thereforey is estimated at around 24800 million Yemen rialse

26 A topographic survey of the affected areas is currently
being undertaken for the preparation of technical specifications
for the bids. Most of the conditions have been finalized and
office work will begin upon completion of the survey.

6« __CLoncluysion

2T7e From the aboves it is evident that the burden of recon-
struction far exceeds what the Government of Yemen can afford.
International support is still needed in a3 stronger and more
intensive form. It is extremely important that the interna-
tional community be reminded of its responsibility towards the
alleviation of the consequences ot this disaster that struck one
of the teast developed countries in the region. Yemen cannot be
left alone to shoulder the burden of the disaster:s whose effects
will continue to be felt Ffor g tong perioed and will eat up a
large part of the country®s resourcese Such resources are badly
needed to improve the standard of 1living of its citizens and to
achieve progress in the field of socio-economic development.

28. The picture has greatly improved since June 1983. [Tenders
have been analysed for 14 sites which were selected for recon-
struction by contractorse.

29 Yemen hass in facty analysed ten bidsy for ten sites, while
Saudi Arabia has undertaken the analysis for the other four
sitesy for which a grant of 250 million Saudi riyals was qgivene.
The grant will enable the building of 4,000 houses as well as
the necessary schools and facilities. The four sites selected
are: Dhamane Maabarsy Rasaba and Dhorane
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30« The GCL®s decistion has proviaged another ¢ US 43 milljion as
follows:

$US (milions)

Saudi Arabia 15
Kuwait 10
United Arab €mirates 8
Qatar 5
Oman 5

TOTAL 43

3l The GCC has also provided loans amounting to $ US 145 mil-
lion under the terms of the development funds of the o0il coun-
triess This amount may not be needed immediatelys since
donations and other available resources are sufficient for the
present stage of operationse.

32« Lontributions have been received from Arab donors as fol—
Tows:

Saudi natiopnals 75 million Saudi Arabian riyals

Kuwaiti nationals 4.5 million Kuwaiti dinars

Abu Dhabi nationals 10« million UAE dirhamse to be
dispersed through the Abu
Dhabi Fund

Qatar nationals 40 million $US

33. The following donations have been received from non-Arabs:

European Economic Community (EEC) 10.0 million Netherlands
and the Netherlands guilders

Federal Republic of Germany 100 million DM

UeSeAe 3.0 million ¢ US

in addition to S5 million quilders from the Netherlands for the
rehabilitation of the C(entral Hospital at Dhamar and 5 million
deutsche marks from the Federal Republic of Germany for rural

water developmente. The [slamic Bank has also undertaken the
building of a number of schools in the area. Certain countries
have forwarded donations in kinde Socialist countries of East-—

ern Europe including the Union of Soviet Socialist Repudblics
have contributed an amount of 1ron and wood; Japdan has contrib-—



E/ECWA/XI/S
Page 14

uted 304000 tons of iron for reconstruction purposess and India
has provided technical assistdncee.

34a The UNDP contributed $ US 2 millione. UNICEF has contrib-
uted first aid serviceses

35« Total cash aid now amounts to 850 million Yemen rialsy and
together with loans the amount equals 1./ billion rials.

3be At the time of the missions the Central Bank had 400 mil-
lion rials both from donations and taxes levied for recon-
struction (taxes are now estimated at 100 wmillion rials per
yeary or 200 million in two years).

37« The final amount that will be at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment will bDe 1e25 billion rials in addition to 750 million
ridls in loanse.

38« It was finally decided to have 94600 houses built by ten—
dery in addition to a maximum of 34000 by other meanses bringing
the total to 129600 housess

39. Average cost per house is estimated at 80,000 rials. This
covers bricksy sanitary suppliess painty electricitys and iron
Windows .

40. Quotations were received from 136 firmse A team of 16
engineers and architects evaluated the bids and selected these
offers for each site; except for two sites where there was only
one bide

4le The problem of repairs remains unsolved. No solution is
yet in sighte

42, In addition the World Bank's and the UNDP's projects seem
to be falteringe The final decision is still in doubt.
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Ive E£CWA RESOLUTIONM 118(X) ON THE PROGRAMME 0OF ACTION
IN FAVUUR OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

le Pursuant to the provisions of the Substantial New Programme

of Action (SNPA) for the 1980s for the Least Developed Coun-

triesy which was adopted by the United Nations Conference on the

Least Developed Countriesy held at Paris from 1 to 14 September

198l and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in

resolution 36/194 of 17 December 1981y ECWA adopted resolution
118 (x)» which calls for a number of measures in support of the

SNPA and its i1mplementation at the reqgional level,

2e Resolution 118 (X) affirms the need for ECWHA to endeavoury,
within the limits of its resources and capabilitiesy to imple—
ment as far as possible the SNPA for the least developed coun—
tries in the regione It calls upon the secretariat to focus its
advisory activities to the greatest possible extent on the least
developed countries of the reqgions to utilize its resources to
strengthen infrastructures and to expand training opportunities
therein and to plany monitor and implement joint ventures
between those countrieses It further requests the secretariat to
diligently seek to explain and support the needs and require-
ments for development and for the implementation of development
plans in the two least developed countries of the region in
international forums and meetings which it attends and in the
studies and reports which it prepares or helps to prepare for
submission and to accord priority to those countries in the
joint programmes proposed or implemented by the secretariate

3. It also uryges States Members of the United Nations ands in

particular, the member States of the Commission to supporty bol-
ster and strengthen the secretariat's ahility to jmplement the

provisions of this resolution.

“e Pursuant to thesa provisionsy the efforts of ECWAs as the
faocal point for the implementation of the SNPA at the reqgional
levely were therefarey directedy on a priority basiss in favour
of the two least developed countries of the regione According-
lys within the framework of a programme of actiones a3 number of
activities were undertaken in favour of Democratic Yemen and
Yemene
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Se Within the framework of ECWA's reqular programme of worky
assistance to the two least developed countries was rendered in
the areas of development planning; financial management; indus-—
trial development and industrial project identifications formu-
lation and appraisal; transportation and communication;
demography; agricultural development; and statisticse.

6e In the field of development plannings a team of two
regional advisers and one consultant undertook a mission to Dem—
ocratic Yemen and prepared a comprehensive country presentation
for 3 donors® review conferencey tentatively scheduled to be
held in 1984 with the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) serving as the lead agencye. With a view to facilitating
the convening of the conferenceys ECWA is in contact with the
Government of Democratic Yemen and the United Nations agencies
concerneds During the same mission and at the request of the
Governmenty the team also prepared a project document for UNOP
technical assistance to the Ministry of Plannings The objective
of the project is to build-up the institutional and technical
capabilities of the Ministry in plan formulation and implementa—
tion and national accountse.

Te In February 1984y @ mission was undertaken by the regional
adviser in development planning to assess the economic situation
in Yemen in the light of the deterioration in foreign exchanges
reserves and the continuous balance of payments deficitss. The
report submitted to the government disucssed overall fiscal and
monetary policies. It reviewed priorities for government cur—
rent and capital expenditures and offered proposals to increase
revenues. Proposals were 3ls50 made to achimve o better balance
in reserves and foreign exchanges

Be In fulfilling its mandate with respect to the monitoring of
the implementation of SNPA at the regional level, ECWA prepared
a report on the implementation and follow-up of the SNPA in the
two countriese. It examines the difficultiesy achievements and
shortfalls in the implementation of the SNPA by the two coun-
tries as well as by donor Governments and organizations and it
recommends remedial actionse. In carrying out this activityy
ECWA has maintained contacts with various United Nations and
regional organizations and will intensify these in connection
with preparations for the mid-term review of the SNPA.

Ve In the field of financial managements assistance was
extended to Yemen during a aission in which programme budgeting
as a necessary tool for the implementation of the five-year plan
was introduced. Alsoy elaborations were given regarding a pro-—
posal for the preparation of a macro-econometric model for
Yemeny including 3 detailed work plan and means of co-operation
between the Government and ECWA.

146
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10¢ Following the devastating earthquakes of late 1982, fol-
low—up action was taken on ECWA resolution 117 (X)es on the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the earthquake-stricken
area of Yemen (See report to item 6 (b-iii) of the provisional
agenda) «

l1le In the field of industrial development and industrial pro-
ject identificationy formulation and appraisaley assistance was
provided in connection with the New Delhi Declaration adopted by
the Third General Conference of the United Nations Industrial
Development Organizations to assist the least developed coun-
tries to establish comprehensive inventories of their resources
and prepare industrial programmes to support endogenous exploi-
tation of these resourcese

12« The Industry Division has formulated a resource
based-industrial development programme in Yemen and Democratic
Yemen to be carried out mainly through extrabudgetary resourcess
The programme J3ims at identifying national and subregional
industries based on the natural resources in both Yemense The
project document has already been submitted to concerned offices
in ECWA to be transmitted to potential donorse

13« Technical assistancey through regional advisory servicesy
was extended to Democratic Yemen with respect to the following
issues:

(a) Solar sea-salt complex: Evaluation of the most recent

proposals submitted by a consultant were carried outs and rec-
ommendations for its rehabilitation and modernization were subw

mitted;

(b} Mini-steel plant: The feasibility study prepared by
Dastur International on establishment of a scrap-based
mini-steel planty was evaluated and a report submjtted}

(c) Glass industry: Terms of reference for conducting an
opportunity study for the development of an integrated glass
plant have been formulated;

(d) Ceramic industry: Various reports were analysed to
ascertain the availability and suitability of different raw
materialsy and recommendations were submitted;

(e) Electric sector study: Analysis of a consultant®s
offer to carry out 3 detailed study of the electric sector in
Democratic Yemen was made and a report incorporating recommen-
dations was submitted.

l4« In the areas of transport and communications assistance was
provided to Democratic Yemen in evaluating the present status
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and future prospects of the transportation aspects of a salt
production complex in Adene.

15. Wwith respect to demographic issuess ECWA assisted the Gov-
ernment of Yemen in the analysis of the 1981 demographic survey
and in the preparation of the 1985 population censuse In con-
nection with the Jlatters ECWA participated in a Tripartite
Review Meetingy held in Yemen in December 1983, and inter altia

discussed possibilities of further participation in the 1985
population censuse

16 In Democratic Yemens ECWA rendered assistance in developing
proposals for a survey of household economic activities.

17« In the field of agricultures ECWA conducted a number of

studies for UNDP covering both Yemens and dealing with grain

quality controle food preservationy diet improvement on the fam—

ily level, as well as price policies in agriculture in Yemen and

rural poverty alleviation in Democratic Yemen. The secretariat

participated in a FAO/ECWA Regional Intergovernmental Consulta-
tion on Rural Development in the Near East Region as follow-up

to WCARRD and in the Expert Group Meeting on Review of Experi-

ences with Rural Development Projects in Countries of Western

Asiae

18« In the area of statisticsy ECWA continued rendering assist-
ance to both countries within the framework of a national house-—
hold survey capability programme in which both countries are
progressing in the execution of surveys and related worke With-

in the framework of the development of statistical services in
Yemeny regulay statistical activities and socjo-eeconomic surveys

continued to be undertaken during the perjod under reviews
These included an agricultural household surveyy a survey on
women's participation in economic activities in rural areasy a
report containing proposals to imprave and extend systems of
data collection for the purpose of fFallaw~up and evaluation of
annual development plansy two comprehensive studies on foreign
trade statisticsey and data-processing procedures for the field
surveyse

19 Activities were carried out with financing by or as joint
actions with other United Nations agenciese The emphasis in
this category of activities was placed on statisticss household
surveys and demographic surveys and was concentrated on Yemene
Thusey in the context of the UNDP-supported household projecty
assistance was provided to Yemen in areas of an agricultural
household surveys a household income and expenditure surveys
quidelines for a household surveyy, training of staffy
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data-processing and use of computers in a8 S0OCio—- economic Ssur-—
veYye

20e With the assistance of the United Nations Industrial Devel-
opment Organization (UNIDO)es advisory services were provided by
ECWA in the identi- fication of joint industrial projects
between Yemen and Democratic Yemen. A mission was undertaken to
both Yemens to discuss the candidate joint project with the
officials concerneds The idea was well received and accordingly
@ report was prepared incorporating several joint industrial
project i1deas together with a tentative plan of actione.
Although more than 15 joint projects were suggestedy it was
recommended that only four projects be implemented at this
stagey in order not to overburden the concerned departmentses

2le HWith the assistance of the International ULabour 0Organisa-
tioney ECWA developedy in the area of labour statisticss tabu-—
lation plans for the agricultural household survey and a
questionnaire on the employment of womene.

22 During the reporting periodey the Commission executed and
administered projectsy financed from the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women. The main activities undertaken
during 1983 included: (a) case studies on the position of women
in the national plan of Democratic Yemen; (b) a study in Demo-
cratic Yemeny in co-operation with the General Federation of
Yemeni Womeny assessing the situation of womene identifying
needs and formulating activities for meeting those needs; (c) a
training workshop in Democratic Yemen on the production of com-

munication end audiovisual material for the female extansion
programme; and (d) a training workshop for 29 womene teaders on

oon-govarnmental instijtution buildinge In additjony ECWA pro-
vided technical support to a one-year training and production
projecty executed by UNDP for developing skills of women workers
in national handijcrafts in Democratic Yemens

Ce_ _Assistance_ from_other sources
23e A number of countries not members of the Commission as well
3s institutions also extended assistance to ECWA for a3 number of
projects in favour of the two least developed countries of the
regione

24« In co-operation with the Agence Francaise pour la Maitrise
de 1'Energie (AFME)y ECWA is i1nvolved in rendering advisory ser—
vices in several projects in Yemen which cover training for the
use of solar energys architectural design for community centres
in rural areas {(for a wWorld Health Orqganization/ UNDP project)
and the investigation of non-baked brick technologye The latter
activitye 1f found successfuls will also be conducted in Demo-—
cratic Yemens
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2%« Also in co-operation with AFME, FCWA s expected to under—
take a pilot project on computerizing data on wellss The objec—
tive of the project is to study the application of solar energy
to small appliances (water pumps) in Yemeny whichy if found suc-
cessfuly will certainly attract 3 number of other similar pro-
jects in both Yemense

26 The Government of the Netherlands is supporting ECWA by
financing a project for a study on integrated agricultural
development in a particular mountain region of Yemene. For this
project an expert meeting is planneds in which ECWA will partic-
ipatee.

27 An understanding between ECWA and the Arab Industrial
Development Organization has recently been reached on
co-ordination of activitiess setting-up of joint programmes and
formulating priorities and identifying areas of assistance to be
rendered to both Democratic Yemen and Yemene

;U



E/ECWA/XTI/S
Page 21

Ve ECWA RESOLUTION 123(X) ON THE STUDY NF THE ECONOMIC AND
SOCTAL SITUATION AND POTENTIAL OF THE PALESTINIAN
ARAB PEOPLE

le During its tenth sessiony the Commission considerad the
ttem on the study of the economic and social situation and
potential of the Palestinian Arab people. The Commission based
its consideration on the information submitted by the secretari-
at in document E/ECWA/166 and the contents of the report prepa-—
red by the consultanty, TEAM, entitled "Final report on the eco-
nomic and social situation and potential of the Palestinian Arab
people in the region of Western Asia"y which was submitted to
the tenth session as document E/FLWA/166/Addele Howevers the
TEAM report was not distributed early enough because the con-
sultant had had difficulties in its finalization due to the
events in Lebanon. Moreovers the documents annexed to the study
were not ready for the session for the same reasonse In addi-
tione certain delegations thought it would be useful to submit
the findings of the 8tudy to the International Conference on the
Question of Palestine to be held at Paris (the site was subse—
quently changed to Geneva) in Auqust 1983.

2e Therefore it was agreed in the sessiony following deliber—
ations on the various aspects of the subjecty to adopt resol-
ution 123(x) of 11 May 1983y which providesy inter alia:

(2) To_refer the report contained in document
E/ECWA/166/Addel of 5 May 1983 entitled "Final report on the
economic and social situation and potential of the Palestinian
Arab people in the region of Western Asia"™ to member States for
study with a view to the submission of their observations or
amendments to the ECWA secretariat not later than 15 June 1983;

(b) To_establishsy in accordance with the desire of member
States for the submission of adequate information on the situ-
ation of the Palestinian people to the International Conference
due to be held at Paris from 16 to 27 August 1983 at UNESCO
headquartersy a sub-committee composed of the following members;
Egypty Iraqes Jordans Kuwaity Lebanony Palestine Liberation
Organizations Saudi Arabia and any other member States wishing
to participate thereiny which will meet from 28 June to 1 July
1983 at the headquarters of the ECWA secretariat at Baghdad in
order to redraft the report mentioned in document
E/ECHA/166/Addelsy in the light of the observations received

from member States and the deliberations of the sub-committee
and with the omission of the list of documents contained on pag-
es 131 and 132 of the said document, and to put the report into
final from as a document issued by the Economic Commission for
Western Asia for submission to the above-mentioned International
Conference on the Question of Palestine;
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(c) To__reyuest the Executive Secretary to send the study
prepared by TEAMy the Arab engineering and management consultan-
cy firmy on "The economic and social situation and potential of
the Palestinian Arab people in the region of Western Asia+"”
together with the documents annexed theretos to the member
States for study prior to its discussion at the eleventh session

of the Economic Commission for Western Asia;

3. The sub-committee held a number of meetings at ECWA head-
quarters and agreed on a brief study on the subject to be sub-
mitted to the International Conference on the Question of
Palestinee Copies of the study were circulated to member States
at that timee.

Members have now been provided with a complete set of the
annexes to the TEAM report mentioned above for their perusal
prior to the consideration of the item in the eleventh sessiony,
as required by resolution 123(x) of 11 May 1983.
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