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As a follow-up to the 1875 World Conference for International Women's Year,
ECWA organized a regional meeting held in Ampan 29 May - 4 June 198 to finalize
the Rezional Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in Develonnent, which
was adopted by the Comumission at its fifth session, Amuan, October 1978;

AS a result of the 1975 Yorld Conference, the Ceneral Lissenbly adopted
resolution 30/3520 of 15 December 1975 calling for a world conference in 1930
to review and appraise the developments of the first five years of the
United Nations Decade for Vomen, with special emphasis on employment, health
and education. General Assenbly resolution 33/189 further called on the regional
preparatory meetings to adopt regional programmes of action containing practical

activities and projects based on the priorities of the resgion.

In implementing this resclution, ECWA, in co-operation with the secretariat
of the 1980 world conference, orzanized a regional preparatory meetinz, which
was hosted by the Government of Syria, from 10-13 Decenmber 1979, Thirty-four
delzgzates participated fron the followinz ECHA countries: Bahrain, Democratic
Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Huwait, Lebanon, Oman, PLO, Syria, United Arab Enirates,
and Yemen Aiab Republic. In addition, representatives from the Arab League,
its specialized agencies, and United Nations and international organizatiomns
attended the neeting.

The agenda of the meeting was based on four besic documents. The first
document “Recent Changes and Trends in the Situation of Women in the ECWA Region"
(E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF.4/3§ reviewed progress achieved in the integration of women in
develupment. The paper concentrated on the sectors of education, enaployment ;
and health . It also contained sections on rural and Bedouin women and it
described programmes and activities undertazen by the countries of the region
in the above fields., (fAgenda itve: 4: Review and Appraisal of Progress nmade
and obstacles «ncountered in the integration of women in development in
Western Asial. |

The discussions pointed out 3 major trends, The first trend deals with
the development of prograsmes of women for spall-scale, scattered efforts to
systematic and well-organized cross-sectoral prograrming waich integrated the

objective of women‘s participation into the framework of comprehensive national
P

developnent pians. The second trend dealt with the experiences in some countries
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in moving away from traditional doiestic women activities towards riaking then
an important element in huian resource development. A third trend enphasized
the importance of the family and mother-child care,

The discussions alsc pointed to the lack of data and th: need for clarifying
and unifying concepts and terminologies so that comparative afforts can truly
take place. The rain inpact of the discussion centred arcund the need to
identify practical neasures 3at would achieve woimen's increased integration

and participation in developien t

The Regional Preparatory ieeting also reviewed a second docunent entitled

"Regicnal Programwie of Lction for Vestern Asia for the Second Half of the
United Hations Decaoe for Wo1en. Eguality, Development, Peace, 1981..1035"%
(E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF, 4/2/?cv 2) It constitutes a detailed complenent to the
Regional Plan of Action for the Ihtegration of Women in Develcopment in
Yestern Asia. The docunent delineated specific programmes, activities, and
projects in variocus fields, relevant to the integration of wonen in development,
and in particular, in education, health, employment, for implementation during
the period 1681-1905,

The third and fourth docuzents dealt with Palestinian women; In inplenenting
a decision of the 2nd Preparatory Committee of the 1980 world conference and in
fulfillment of General Assembly resolution 34/160 on introducing an agenda item
in the 1980 World Conference entitled "The effects of Israeli uccupation on the
Palestinian Yomen Inside and Outside the Occupied Territories”, ECYA prepared
two documents; The {irst document, entitled "The Social and Economic Conditions
of the Palestinian Hmnen Inside and Outside the Occupied Territories®
(E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF, 4/6‘ presents detailed inforuation on the conditions of the
Palestinian wonen 1. lands occupied in 1948, in 1967 and in refugee camps in
the host count:ies, The sacond document "Special !ieasures of Assxstance to the
Palestinian Women® (E/ECUA/SDUS/CONF.4/5/Rev.2) proposes specific activities
to assist in improvinz the conditions of the Palestinian women, with special

enphasis on education, employment, and health.

The prograrmme of action and special measures of assistance were adopted

by ECHA at the rezicnal preparatory meeting and they were submitted to the

preparatory comriittee of the 1980 world conference as part of its docunents.




w3

¢

The Preparatory lieeting also reviewed the activities of ECHA in its worl:

rogramie on women, With special enphasis ca the 19 technical assistance projects
< ] J

that are supported by the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Wonen.

The Regional Pprenaratory jeeting closed with recomnendations to the 1930
World Conference dealing with (1) supportins the endeavours for 2z Jew international
Economic Order; (2) endorsing technical co-cperation for enhancin:; the
self-developrent and hunan resources ncbilization of the developing countries;

(3) organizing international and regional seminars on the participation of women
in political action and liberation moverments; (4) callinz on United ilations
organlzations to undertalte comprehensive study for identifying needs of Palestinian
women in the Occupied Territories and to formulate the appropriate presrame;

(5) calling of United Hations agencies to direct attention to the needs of the
Lebanese wonen in general and women in Southern Lebanon in narticular; i3,

(6) organizing in 19685 zn interaciional conflerence to review and evaluate

conditions of wonen,

The Regional Preparatory tieeting further recommended to thz Preparatory
Comnittee of the 1930 Vorld Conference to adeont Arabic as one of the official

working lansuages of the slobal conference,

ECWA is in the process of coatacting sgovermments to initiate the process of
forming their delesations to the 1080 World Conference, to be held in July 1930
in Copenhagsen, It is furthor investirating the holdin~ of a meetin~ for the
delezations prior to the 1980 Yorld Cenference in order to exmiine the Agenda,

to study its docunents, and to co-crdinate Arab efforts in Copenhoren.
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