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Under paragraph 4, page 2, the following three items (a), (a'), and
(a") should replace item (a),

(a)

(a')

As part of the overall effort of the United Nations System,

ECWA secretariat has maintained tlose co~operation with UNCTAD

in assisting the developing countries in their effort to promote
economic and technical co-operation at both the regional and
interregional. levels, In this connexion, ECWA's involvement
included active participation in the deliberations of the Asian
Regional Meeting on Economic Co-operation among Developing
Countries (ECDC), held in Manila on 7-15 January, The Meeting,
which brought together the Asian Countries of the Group of 77,
including ECWA member countries, dealt with some of the outstanding
issues relating to ECDC, namely: (i) formulation of a Global
System of Trade Preferences among developing countries (GSTP);
(ii) co-operation among State Trading Organizations (STO0s);

(iii) establishment of Multinational Marketing Enterprises (MMEs)
and (iv) 8trengthening of Subregional, Regional, and Interregional
Economic Co-operation and Integration. The recommendations of

the Meeting, which will be presented to the Interregional Meetings
of the "Group of 77", are appended to this report (Annex III).
ECVWA secretariat will continue to be seized with these and other
issues of relevance to promoting co-operation among the countries
of the region on a regional and interregional basisj

With regard to the strengthening of subregional, regional and
interregional. economic co-operation and integration schemes,
ICWA secretariat has embarked on a major study examining various
aspects of economic co-operation and integration efforts in
Western Asia. The main objective of this study is to contribute
towards a better understanding of the economic factors conducive
to co-operation, and those that presently hinder or obstruct it,
and, consequently, to identify forms of co=operation to which
current efforts should be directed, as well as the feasibility
of and prerequisites for the realisation of more advanced forms
of co-operation. In carrying out this study, co=operation and
co-ordination has been and will continue to be sought with the
governments of the countries in the region, the Council of Arab
Economic Unity, the League of Arab States, the regional funds

and organizations, UNCTAD and the Economic Commission for Africa,
Major parts of this study, which have been completed and those
parts that are in the process of being completed, deal with main
obstacles to and benefits from closer economic co-operation in
Western Asia, evolution of economic co-operation and integration
in Western Asia, and commodity trade and factor movement, including
a compendium of intraregional trade flows, It is envisaged that
the finding of this study will be submitted for the consideration
of an Expert Group Meeting on Issues of Regional Co=-operation
and Integration to be convened in 1980 or 19813
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(a") Within the framework of regional industrial cowoperation and
integration, ECWA has completed part of a study on co~ordination
of industrialization plans and programmes, This part briefly
reviewed the industrialization policies and the various
instruments used for influencing industrial development in
most countries of the region., In this connexion, the relevant
elements of the trade, fiscal and monetary policies as well as
efforts to develop modalities of regional co=operation for
promoting industrialization were also briefly examined. The
remaining part of this study, which is in progress, will examine
the extent to which industrial plans and programmes in the
various ECWA countries lend themselves to inter=-country
co-operation and accordingly propose approaches to the formation
of regional policies of industrial co-~operation,

Under item 4(g) on page &, the second sentence should read Mesevaces
The Institute conducts annually short and long-term training courses in
various economic and social aspects of development., In 1979, those courses
included such subjects as development planning, advanced planning techniques,
follow-up of the implementation of development plans, and project evaluation".

To item 4(j) on page 5, the following paragraph should be added: cscecese
Efforts are underway to have a fresh look at the technical assistance needs
of these and other ECWi member countries in this field, with a view to
formulating more comprehensive programmes in line with development priorities
and objectives (see document E/ECWA/91 in connexion with item 6(a) of the
agenda). ECWA prepared a paper for and participated in the deliberations
of the meeting of the Group of High-level Experts, held in Geneva,
26=-30 November 1979, as part of the preparation of a Substantial New Programme
of Action for the Least Developed Countries to be submitted to the
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, scheduled
for 1980,




1. The Economic Commission for Western Asia, since its inception,

has been active in promoting regional integration and co-operatiom

among developing countries at the subregional, regional and interregional
levels, Every Commission session adopted one or more resolutions in

this respect and follow-up to these resolutions has been regulaily

reported to the Commission.

2, At its S8ixth session, tne Commission adopted Resolution
70 (V1) which stressecd the role of member countries as well as
developed countries and intergovernmental organizations in promoting
co-operation among developing countries. Tais resolution celled, in
its operative paragraph 5, upon the ixecutive Seccretary of the

Commission to intensify his efforts with respect to:

(2) Developing, co-ordimating and servicing a regional

information system;

(b) Monitoring ond reviewing, on a continuing basis at the
regional level, progress in such co-operation with which the United

Nations system is associated;

(¢) Placing increasing emphesis on such co-operation in the
research and analytical work of the Commission in various sectors,
especially in the context of the formulation and review of international

development strategics for the 1980s;
P 5

(d) assisting developing countries oi the region, together
with subregional economic and other functional groupings, upon their
request, in identifying ond cxploiting increased opportunities for
effective co-operation through inter aliz, the preperation of
intensified programmes of co-operation zs rcquested by the Ecomomic
and Social Council in its resolution 1978/74, including the formulation

of inter-country projects;

(e) Collaborating with the other regional commissions and
intergovernmental organizations in the implementation of joint

projects to promote co-operation between countries in two or more

regions through intcrregional action programmess
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(£) isttracting and channelling additional financial and other
forms of contributions to assist economic and technical co-operation
among developing countries, including the supply of financial.
resources to facilitatc the perticipation of the least-developed

countries and the expansion of fellowships and traince programmas,

3. Regarding the development of a regional informetion system,
some progress heas been made towards the development of sectoral
sources of information., In this regard, a directory of treining
courses and programmes and consultancy services available in countries
of the ECWA region is under consideration. Such a2 dircctory will

form a good basis for the establishment of a rogional information

system,

4. within the frazmework of this resolution and previous pertinent
resolutions, iICW.. continued to monitor, review and undertake
promotional, operational znd supportive activities with a view to
intesifying co~-operation and integfation. «.ction in this regard

included the following:

(a) 4 major study on economic co-opceration and integration
in Western Asia has been underway. One major objective of the study
is to contribute towards a better understanding of the economic
factors conducive to co~operation and thosc that presently hinder
or obstruct it, and conscquently to identify forms of co=-operation
to which current efforts should be directed as well as the feasibility
of and prercquisite for the rcalization of wore advenced forms of
co~operation, In carrying out this study, co-operetion and co-ordination
is being sought with the Governments of the countries in the region,
the Council of .irab Economic Unity, the League of irab States, the
regional funds and organizations, UNCTAD and the Kconomic Commission

for ifricea.

(b) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by ECw..

through its regional advisory services to countries of the region

covered the following ficlds during 1979: Devclopment Planning,
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Industrial Projects Ilcntificativun end Formulation; Human KResources
Development; Statistics and Naticnal .ccounts; Social Aspects of

Humen Settlements; Population Statistics; agricultural Projects
Identification and Formulation; Lconomic aspects of Energy Development;

and Development Tinance and Customs administration, ¥

(c) A regional seminar on alternative Patterns of Development
and Life styles has been jointly held by £CWA and UNEP in January
1980, Preparations ior this meeting included three preparatory
and co-ordination mzctings. among the objectives of the Seminar were
the promotion of eawcrzness of alternative policies, institutional
frameworks and actions and regional co-operction conducive to

environmentally sound development and lifestyles in Western asia.

(d) &CWai completed preparations for and held a seminar on
irab brain-drain in Deirut in February 1980, The Seminar focused
on the movement of .,rab highlevel manpower analysing its causes
and effects as well as the mechanics of this phenomenon. It reviewed
the expericnces of sclected arab countrices in this regard and proposed
possible avenues of action. The Economic Commission for Africe

has participated in this Seminer.

(e) ECW. hes been active in the preparations for the
establishment of an 4rab Regional Centre for the Transfer and
Development of Technology. These preparations included a feasibility
study, two interagency mectings and a joint mceting of representatives
of irab Governments znd irab Regional Orgenizations (held in 1978).
Supported by the Commission's resolution 1 (V) and with the
participation of the Federation of srab Scientific Research Councils
and the League of irab States, a working group meeting was held in
July 1979. The working group prepared a draft constitution which
was later reviewed and revised by an intergovernmental meeting held
in October 1979, The constitution will mow be submitted to a legal
committee of the Leagux before it is referred to its Economic and

Social Council.

% Yor further details see E/ECHA/91,
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(£) 4 peper on strengthening TCDC in the water field at

>

subregional, regionzl cnd interregiovnal levels hes been submitted

for discussion in thc giomel water mecting (30 December 1978 -
3 Januery 1979). The wmceting decicdoed to establi an ad _hoc
intergovernmental comaittee to stuly the sibility of establishing

1

a Reglionzl Water RKesourcas Council. This Committee had a preliminary
i .

meeting in January. In cnothier meeting in O ptgmber 1879, the

d "astablishment of a

committee comsiderced an £Cvia report entitle
Regional Viater Resourccc Council®™ and made soume recommendations

regarding its terms of reiirence,

() ©Cii is th: Lzecuting wpcency for the USDP - assisted
project "The ..reb Planning Institute for Development " (K.B/77/002).
The Institute counducic yuarly short end loug-term training courses
on social end economic Guvelopment which iucluded, in 1979, advanced
planning techniquas, Cevelosment planning and projcet evaluation.

K}

The Institute's vescerch activitics concentrated on studying the
problems oi ccounomic dovelopment in the Lreb countries. wnother
project for whichr 0l became the Executing .goncy in November 1979
is "The arab Institute for Training and keszarch in bStatistics,
Baghdad" (R.B/73/003), Thc Institute conducts seminars and courscs

at its headquarters oo wzll &s in other countries of the Kegion., It
t

o]
ot
O
ct
[
[N

also awards fcllowshiysc ior trainces. Its curre
included a2n advenced coirse in applied statictics, a course on
fishery statistics cnd tuo intermediate-level ccurses in epplied
statistics, one ofifercd in Kuwait and the other in amman in addition
toc a workshop oun national accounts held in co-operation with BCwa in

Baghdad, This arce is rurther covered in EfECu4/91.

(h) Follow=-us 0Tk im cos.nmexiocn wiin the establishment of
the wrab Urban Devclopuaent Institute (LUDI) continued. parlier
work comnsistud of tih: prejarction of a proja2ct document for the
Institute., Lectinge wita the .rab Towans Orgyenization concerning

the esteblishment of AUDI were also held, Tue project document

was studied at the Firtnk Conference of the .rab Cities Organization
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held at Rabat, Horoccu, ia June 1978 which approved im principle the

2

wouli srabia's offer to host it in the city ot

2]

(A
[

projecet as well a
Riyadh., 4&Cvi revicid the project document whicn specifies the
objectives of the pro::ct and which Jeals with programmes and

%

activities, rosources uedad end the institutional framework and
orgzanization of the institute. Lpprovael for the functioning of
the projcect was given in late 1979. It is crypected thet in 1980
«UDL will be operative with &Cha being executing Lgency of this

project,

(i sCli paviicipeted Jurinyg the lest quarter of 1979 in
a FA40 missicn to the suli and idrebien Peniasuls with & view to
essessing possibiliitee Zor co-opceretive prolects in the field of
storage, range mondgomacut, risheries etcs.e, ¢n¢ to exploring
possibilitics for iastitution building in th: agriculturel field.
This mission wos unlertalizn at the request of the Cenference of

Ministers oi sipriculture of the Gulfi and Arebiocn Peninsula.,

3 e

(j) sctiong by ullis in favour oi its least-developed member
countries heve been ccversly coustrzinad by the lack of adequate
resources.  While wiapuccic on the problem cnd raquirements of these

countries has maeted weny aspects of the Commission's Workpropramme,

L
I
e}

thaore has not beuvn suslicient activities in torms of special
propraimmes desipgned ciclusively for that purpose. The subregional
training progreamme in Public Finence and Alministration (TAJ-737500),
erising from a regioncl preject which had boen curtailed for financial
considurations, providel scme advisory services to tha Yemen Arab
kepublic, ti: Peoplos! Lomocratic Yemen and Caen, perticularly in
tiie area ©f customs l.jisliation and azdministration. Under this
project, & course wes conducted n taoe chenbhrab Rupublic on
principles of custowms lzw, #Cha clso participated in a scminar

tor customs lezaders to azveluate the epplication of existing customs

laws and regulations cnd in a training progromme prepered by the

Nationel Institute for Public Administration.




5. uCiin has contiunv.d to empnasize suci: co-operation in its
rescarch and anmalyticel worik inm various sactors particularly in

the context of tho formulstion and review of international dizvelopment
strategies for thc 15C0c., In this reperd, £C/L held o meeting of
government experts in sLugust 1979, The bachkground document prepared
by BCWi for this mecting highlishted the intarnationel anc regzional
dimensions in the lcy Diuvelopment Strategpy putting particular

emphasis on the uCWi. rogion's responsibilities and potential

contributions at the international lovel as wel

-

as at the levels

of developed countriwg, neijhboring countrics, the third world, and
the promotion of ruziomnal collective self-relioucce. The meeting
further icentiiied a sct of principles to b= adogted by the
International Stret:sy. These principles raflact the objectives

¢t co-operation amony doveloping countries. This issue is being
onsidered by this suwscion of the Commission under a separate agenda

o
item (document i/uCii/ 97).

e At the interregional level, ECWw. hac beon exchanging ideas and
proposals with other vrcpionel Commissions with 2 view to implementing
joint projects to prowets co-operation betweun countries in two or

2 0.

more regions, Droal crues of concern wnich lend themselves to

» .

co-operation witn oth:r recional commissionc have been identified,

nd eiforts arc undorwey to develop speciiic ;0int action programmes,
idlrecady, &CvWi has co=-o.orated with u©CA on threo projects, namely,

the brain-drain issuz, 2 statisticel abstroct covering the areb

world, and & documentotion centre., ¥

7. The first issuc of ECWA's annual stotistical abstract covered
all the irab couantriz:s., The szcond issue, hLovever, covered the
countries o: Uestorn [oia only. This was Jue rertly to avoiding
duplication with soue vorional orpganizaticas publishing statistical
material covering tho wiole Aradb sorld and weinly due to financial
restraints. The third issue of the abstroct ic under publication,

1

Py

is designed to £ill tiie vacuum created br the non~issuance of the

% These proj:cts have been reported upon to the sixth ession
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statistical abstrcct of the League of Arab Ctates., The issue consists
of one part entitlad "Th: Ctetistical abstrect of the BCwa region”

and another part antitlaed t
which focussed o1 sclrzctod Zecotures

¢
welfarc covering, ac icr cs yossible,

& In the coataxt 0: o
Lrab regioneal organications, BCWiA held
0i +rab States end tia Council ol arab
1979) in order to crticuleate the areeas

and these orgeaizaticuc ian long~term s

Incdicators of the arab World"

socic~cconomic development end

the pericd 1970-1976,

recments conclud @4 boetween sCha and

contgsuitotions with the League

sconvmic Unity (18-21 Lpril
0f co~ouwarction between ACU.

tucizc end regional development

)

strategy in gemeral and loag-term projections xor tha ,rab region in

particular. Furthoermovr.o, uCi. co-operated with tue organization of

srab Petrolzum 5xportiu~

[

-

Countriss (0.PiC) ond the drab Fund for

EConomic end focial Lavolopment (AFESD) in the preparations ior the

First ireb snergy Coui:xrencc

{(Merch 1979, ibu Dhebi, United ared

Bmirates)., It clco providced substantive support to the Lecretariet

oi tihe Industrizl Dovolopiment Centre for wreaw otates (IDCLE) in the

preparatiouns for tine fiflth arab Incdustrialise

was neld in Algiers in loveamber 1979,

9. Within the {remowork of this re

tiun Contzrence which

solution as well as earlier

resolutions, i&Cii coutinuced to itencify its co~opcration and

co~ordination activitiocs with aradb and regionel organizetions and

bodies., Thus furthizr to clreacy establish

with several regional

BfuCviin/79, the sceretoriat dzvelope

orab Towns Orgamnizatiou. .3 go Iidc &

vodies, as rcyorted to the

4 links eand egreements
ixth Session
4 rerxinal relations with the

reemant sres  alsce reached

with the Orgenization ol .rab Petroleum Usporting Countries whereby

0iPiC would perticipats in the regional preparatory meeting on new

and rencsweble cnery racources to be held in 198l. For the
sutsequent UN Conicrouce on the subject, #CYWL will prepare a

synthesis peper wuich will meke iull acknowlodpgement of OakiC's

contribution.

Chi wili also participate in the Second .rab Energy

i
Conierence in 198Z and precent a peper on wind, biowmass and geothermal
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energy. sLnnex II prevides an updated brief of ECWA's co-operation

arrangements with .rab Legionel COrpanizationc,

10, In terms of roisiug funds to promote cconomic and techunical
co-operation among devcloiing countries, iCvil has initiated contects
and comsultations witn sources within the region as well as with
developed countries au¢ ULDP. The Government of France has financed
en expert im Statistice while the Wetherlands Government has mede

a2 substamtive contribution to fimance the implementation of projects
a), e), £), h) aad i) listed below. Those projects for which fuands

are being sought are as iollowss

a) Standardization and Harmonization of iHeational Stetistical

]

Systems of the LCW. Countrizsy

b) Information Lupport for Promotion of Technical
Co-operation awong Bev:lopzing Countrics;

c) Development oi Institutional Jupport for Rural

Development in the Yemen irab Republicj

a) «wssessment of Training Needs in igro-Industries;
e) ceminar on tae role of Comsultiap inginecering and

Desipgn Functions in tuo Development Process;
£) Country and Intcrcountry Food Steurity arrangements;

g) Assistonce in Mediuw and Long="era Plauning and

Projection Modelsy

h) Identification or Regional Industrial Projects;
i supert-Grouy liceting on Icsues of Lconomic Co-operation

3) Management, Conservation and Development of agricultural

Resources;

2

k) i Tepionel Intervovernmental expert meeting to consider
follow-up mecsurcs with a view to implemcenting

the feasibility

ti
study prepared by ECWL r:zarding the establishment of the arab

Documentation Centre,
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11, In its operative peragféph o, LCWi resolution 70 (VI) also
called upon the Exzocutive secretery, in co-oparction, where

fe

[

s

o

ble, with the hiccutive Secretaries of tie other regional
commissions, to concult the idministrator ol UiDP, with a view

to reviewing prescut proectices for determining the utilization

o

of regional indicative [lenning figures, in order to involve
Jeveloping countrics, turough their respective regional commissions,

in the collective sotting of priorities for this purpose.

12, In this rec.oct, comsultations with UlIDP resulted in a set

of recommendations resarding the setting ol regiomal priorities

tor the third cycle ro-ionsl progremmes. Thosce recommendations,
which took into comsciizrction the views of thh regiomal commissions,
will be considered by ti: forthcoming UNDP Governing Council. The
recommendations are attachad as Annex I. Furthermore, General
wcsembly Resolutiom 34/207 was recently adopted. It reguested,

in operative pars_ranh 5, the .idministrator of the United Netions
bevelopment Programme to prepare, in co-opceration with the Executive
Secrateries of the rozioanzl commissions, proposals for enhancing
the collective involvuacat of the countries of 2ach region, in the

-

identification and the initiation of regionesl projects and

activities as well 25 in the determination of priorities for

intercountry proyrommes,




ANNEX I

METHODOLOGY FOR REGIONAL PROGRAMMES

Recommendations of UNDP Administrator#

(a) Each Regional Bureau will review the ongoing regional programmes to
determine their effectiveness and to draw lesscns which can be used for the

benefit of the programmes for the third cycle.

(b) Governments, Regional Commissions, intergovernmental regional and
subregional groupings, and agencies will be advised of the proposed programming cycle
for drafting the third cycle regional programmes, and requested to provide views

on priorities for the programmes.

(cj‘ Agencies which normally convene regional and subregional sectoral meetings
of Governments will be requested to seek the views of these sectoral meetings,
specifically on programmé priorities for the UNDP regional programmes; UNDP will
be represented at such meetings; In addition, the Agencies will be requested to
provide sectoral analyses of regional trends and requirements in their areas of

competence.,

(d) Using the above as inputs, the Administrator will prepare draft regional
programmes taking into account also pertinent decisions of the General Assembly

and other global and regional United Nations system conferences and meetings,

(e) In order to ensure the collective involvement of Governments in the
final determination of priorities among the various inputs above, the Administrator
will convene in collaboration with the Regional Commissions a special meeting of
the Governments in each of the areas covered by the regional programmes to discuss
and review the draft programme prepared by the Administrator at (d) above; Each
Government would decide on its appropriate representation, the only requirement

being that the representatives should be fully briefed and empowered to speak on

# Determination of priorities for Intercountry Programmes, Working paper
No. 2, UNDP Interagency Consultative Meeting, 17-19 December 1974, Geneva,




ANNEX I
Page 2

behalf of the Government regarding the priorities for the regional UNDP programme;
The meeting would elect its own Chairman from one of the Government representatives;
In this respect, the Administrator would like to suggest that Governments might
agree to elect as Chairman, the Vice-President or a member of the Governing Council
from the region concerned; All Agenciss would be invited to participate in these

meetings,

(f) The Administrator would thereafter review the draft programmes in the
light of the conclusions of the above meetings and prepare a final programme for
each region which would be submitted to the Governing Council together with a

report of the main conclusion of the intergovernmental meeting.

(g) The Administrator would, as in the past, undertake thes necessary
consultations to ensure that subregional interests were equitably dealt with;
The practices which have been developed in some subregions of identifying projects
by having special programming missiocns and collective consultations with Governments

in the subregion would be continued and extended.
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