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I. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING, PROJECTIONS AMD POLICIES (DPPPS

Subprogramme: Review and assessment of trends

Prograrmme element: Economic survey of ECWA countries

1. Under this activity, the 1979 issuel/ was devoted to the final biennial review

and appraisal of the implementation of International Development Strategy for the
Second Development Decade, The 1980 issueisdevotedto a survey of economic and

social developments in the ECWA region during 1978-1979. This survey is well
underwvay.

Subprogramme: Assistance and training

Programme element: Programme formulation and management

2; In addition to the management of the five programmes (Development Planning,
Projections and Policies, International Trade, Development Flnance and Administration,
Labour, Management and Employment, and Transnational Corporatlons) a number of
activities were carried out under this element and included:

(a) Participation in the Committee for Development Planning, New York,
26 March-6 April 1979, and preparation of two statements; "Some observations on the
Economic Performance of ECWA Countries during the seventies"; and "Identification
of Possible Elements for a New International Development Strategy in the ECWAregion";

(bi Preparation of a position paper on "ECWA's viewpoint on the New International
Development Strategy (IDS) for the Third United Nations Decade", for the June 1979
Session of the Preparatory Committee on IDS,

Subprogramme: Perspective planning

Programme element: Studies on perspective planning in the ECYA region

3. As a prototype model for the non-oil economies of the region, a long-term
macroeconometric model of the Syrian Arab kepublic's economy was constructed, The
mode specification, parameter estimation, and model validation through tracking

1/ Reports and review projects of this nature are carried out in co-operation
with all substantive programmes of the Commission., Such contributions are not listed
separately under each programme but figure only under the programme having the lead
responsibility for the project as a whole,
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experiments are completed. Work is in progress on extensive scenario exercises
through computer simulations. A final report on the Syrian Arab Republic modellincz

exercise will be shortly issued,

4.  Computer softwares, which are useful for the prospective long=-term rodelling
exercises for selected ECWA member countries, were assembled with the technical
assistance of UNCTED and DIESA, Among the computer prosrammes made available are
ordinary least squares, two-stage and three-stage least squares, other elements of
TSP (Time Series Programmes) packages and a simulation package for the econometric
model,

Subprogrammes: Plan harmonization and regional co-operation

Programme element: Study on possibilities of plan harmonization in the ECWA region

5. i meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Development Experts from ECWA
member countries was convened in the last week of August 1979, in order to provide
a regional input to the worik of the Preparatory Committee which has been entrusted
with the task of preparing the international development strateazy for the next
decade. 4 discussion paper on the regional development strategy was prepared for
the meetingsg/-(See detailed report on the follow-up action to ECWA resolution
76(VI) on the Third United Nations Development Decade)., (E/ECWA/97).

6. Other activities included:

(a) Participation in the Regional Development Seminar, held at Damascus
19-23 May 1979, and contribution of a paper on "New Development Concepts and
Strategies in the iArab World®; and

(b) Consultation with the Leacue of Arab States and the Council of Arab
Economicz Unity were held on 18-21 April 1979, in order to articulate the areas of
co-operation between ECYWA and these orgzanizations in long-term studies and regional
development strategy in general and long-term projections for the-Arab region in

particular.,

2/ See footnote MNo. 1,
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ITI. AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

Subprogramme: Establishment of a reliable data system

Programme e€lement: Review and assesment of the situation and trends in

agriculture, forestry and fisheries

7; The second issue of the annual bulletin "Agriculture and Development® was
published in both English and Arabic; The contents consist of two parts: the

first reviews major developments and trends in agriclutural production and trade

and regional food security during the seventies whereas the second addresses

itself to specific issues such as the problems and prospects of West Bank agriculture
since 1967; irrigation and agricultural development, and the analysis of some

salient features of Arab agricultural trade;

8. Presently, work is underway for the preparation of the third issue of the
bulletin in close collaboration with FAO,

Subprogramme: Improvement of agricultural planning

Programme element: Sector and subsector studies

9; Sector and subsector studies are undertaken with a view to assessing the
production potential in relation to the existing and anticipated domestic and

export demands for major agricultural commodities; Long-term alternative production
strategies are suggested for the most efficient utilization of the limited
agricultural resources; In this context, a sector study for the Yemen Arab Republic
"The role of agriculture in the long-term economic and social development of the
Yemen Arab Republic -~ E/ECWA/AGRI/79/10"™ has been completed and a similar study

for the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen is being finalized; Due to resource
constraints, it was not possible to initiate two other similar studies, cne for
Saudi Arabia and another for Oman, which were planned for 1979; However, a positicn
paper is under preparation, as requested by the Omani Government, on the agricultural
sector in Oman;

10, Work on the study on Regional Livestock/Feed situation in the Fertile Crescent
was initiated, but reoriented with a view to meeting urgent requests received from
FAO and the Conference of Arab Agricultural Ministers of the Gulf and the
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Arabian Peninsula; In addition to the advisory services rendered, a paper was
prepared on "Long-term feed development policy for the Gulf States and Arabian
Peninsula", March 1979; The purpose of this paper is to discuss long-term livestock
feed development policies and presents appropriate suggestioas for solving the
existing problems;

Programme element: Advice, assistance and training

11, ©Under this programme element activities included:

(aj ECWA assisted and collaborated with FAO in the preparation of the study
on "Agriculture towards 2000" in the Mear East and North Africa, which included
a separate part dealing with Agriculture towards 2000 in the ECHWA region;
Contributions made included the following two studies:

- "Agriculture Towards 2000: policies of crop production technology in the
Near East - E/ECWA/AGRI/79/6"; The study reviews the present state of
technology in the Near East region and to pinpoint major socio-economic
factors inhibiting the adoption of new technology for crop production;
Strategies and policies have been proposed for accelerating the adopticn
of new technology;

- "Major livestock technological improvement policies in the Near East -
E/ECWA/AGRI/?Q/S"; This paper examines the present and anticipated future
policies regarding technological changes in the field of livestock for the
countries of the ECWA regionﬁ

(bi Under the focal point reponsibility for desertification, a document was
prepared on "Regional plan of action to combat desertification in tke ECWA region -
E/ECVA/TT", which was submitted to the sSixth session of ECWX, Baghdad, April 1979;
As follow-up to this document and the related resolution, Res; 71(VI), preparatory
activities have been initiated for holding a meeting on "Agricultural Besource

Conservation, Management and Development" during the last part of 19080;

(ci ECWA joined a FAO Identification Mission to the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula
(September/December, 1979). Major contributions were made in the field of feed and

livestock analysis and in the preparation of the central mission document;
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(d) Advisory services are presently being rendered to the Government of
Lebanon (Ministries of Labour, Social Affairs, and Agricuvlture) regerding
reconstruction of Southern Lebanon,

Subprogramme: Enhancing food security

Programme element: Food security studies

12, This programme element covered the following activities:

A one-man mission was launched to the Yemen Arab Renublic and Democratic Yemen
with a view to following-up the récommendations contained in an earlier study on
food security in the Yemen subregion and to exploring possibilities for related
action=-oriented activities;

£ study on "Food security in Oman - E/ECWA/AGRI/79/6" was initiated and completec
during 1979. A similar study, covering Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the United
Arab Emirates is being completed,

A study on "Food security in the ECWA region: fAnalysis of production and
consumption problems, March 197¢ - E/ECWA/AGRI/70/1", was prepared for the World
Food Council as ECWA's contribution to their documents for the Fifth Ministerial
Session in Ottawa, September 1979;

Subprogramme: Promotion of agricultural integration

Programme element: Regional study of the medium~term agricultural

development plans

13; A study was carried out on "Comparative analysis of agricultural development
plans of selected ECWA countries = E/ECWA/AGRI/?Q/B"; This study analyses and
compares the current medium-term agricultural development plans of selected ECHA
countries, with a view to enhancing thelr mutual awareness of each othz:rs' plans
and identifying areas of fruitful co-operation;

Programme element: Comparative analysis of farm enterprises in ECWA countries

14, Work was initiated on the collection of data and information pertaining to

farming systems under dryland farming conditions in the ECWA region.
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15, Assistance was rendered to FAO headguarters in processing farm management
data collected from the Syrian Arab Republic,

Programme element: Studies/reports and meetings on agricultural production

and trade adjustment issues

16; A study was undertaken on "An analysis of some salient features of Arab trade
in agricultural commodities during the 1971-1975 period - E/ECWA/AGRI/?Q/&";

This study attempts to pinpoint some underlying factors contributing to the latest
developmant in food imports of the 'egion and focuses special attention on unit
values of major food commodities; The implications of the recent developments in
food trade for the region's food security positicn are highlighted;

17. A study on agricultural production adjustment issues was initiated during 1979.
This study is expected to be completed in the middie of 1989,

Subprogramme: Rural and agricultural institutions

Programme element: Survey report on the agricultural and integrated rural

development in ECWA countries

18, The following activities were carried out under this programme:

(ai A study was initiated and completed on "Pastoral system in the ECWA
region: Some policy considerations - E/ECWA/AGHI/79/9"; This study treats the
pastoral subsector as a way of life and a production systen adopted to the technical,
economic, social and political environment of the steppes;

(bi In co-operation with the Social Development Prograrme, the study of
share-cropping and land tenure in the Yemen Arab Republic, funded by the World Banlk,
was carried out; This study, which is based on field surveys, aims at identifying
the institutional weaknesses and proposes appropriate solutions for solving the
problems which hinder the adoption of yield-increasing technology;

(c) A discussion paper was prepared on "I‘ajor socio~economic policy issues of
fecd development in arid areas of the ECWA region, March 1979", This paper was '
presented to the FAO Regional Seminar on Rainfed Agriculture, Amman, 5-10 May 1979.
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ITI, UVATURAL RESOURCES

Subprograrie: Energy resources

Programne element: WMedium and Long=-term projections of the demand for and

supply of Energy in the ECWA region

19; This project, initiated in 1977, was ready in draft form at the end of

July 1978; A revised draft was presented to the First irab Energy Conference which
was jointly organized by the Organization of Arab Petrcleum Exporting Countries
(OAPECi and the firab Fund for Economic and Social Developnment AFESDi from

4 to 8 March 1979 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates;

20; The zbove Conference revealed the need for and usefulness of undertaking a
revision extension of the energy projections study, which was subseqx;ntly'started

in the second half of 1979, It is a revision in four ways: (a) the approach is
different, more emphasis is put on the Arab producers' point of visw, and the world
energy Picture for the coming two decades is examined in the light of that viewpoint;
(bi the projections are based on more up-to-date information and data in all energy -~
sectors covering up to 1973 and sometimes 1979; (ci sorme of the basic estimates, such
as future gross additions to ~il reserves and Arab group domestic product, are
reassassed on the basis of thorough studies esoec1ally preparsd fer the purposes;

and (d) the methodology is partially revisad. It is an extension in two ways:

(a) the stucy covers the whole Arab world (21 countrles} instead of the ECWA region
(12 countries), and (b) the projections extend to the year 2000 instead of 1900,

and complete energy balance-sheets are developed for the years 1985, 1990 and 2000.

21. The project was expected to be completed befor: the seventh session of the
Cormission and it is hoped that the study will be publishad in book form under the

title "Arab Energx: Prospects to 2000",

Prograime element: JAspects of the role and operation of energy institutions

in selected Arab countries

22, This study, which was presented to the First Arab Energy Conference
(4= borch 1079, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emlrates), was later revised and publishec
as an ECWA document (E/ECWAINR/IO) in English (June 1970) andé in Arabic (Augucst 1079).
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This study covers th?ee major oil-exporting countries (Xuwait, Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates), two minor cil exporters (Egypt and Syricn Lreb Repubiici
and the two Yemens, It exominas the role and oparation of the institutions in
these countries which are specifically concerned with the supply of oil products
for th: domestic market, with the generation,Atransmission and distribution of
electricity and, where relevant, with the supplv'of gas, with unclear energy and
with research on non-conventional energy sources. This study 2lso makes specific
recommandations for the considerations Of the Governments.of

each of the seven countries surveved., Finally, a regional comparative synthesis

is attempted and prospects for action are discussed.

Programme element: Action programme for developing the enersy economy of

the least developed countries in the ECWL rezion

23; The first draft of this report was completed in Noﬁenber 1979; It consists of
a comprehensive analysis of the energy situation and prospects of the tuwo Yemens:
this covers both traditional forms of energy, such as wood and animalepower, and
also modern types like oil and electricity; The analysis is followed by the
formulation of a programme of action for the consideration of both Governments,
which covers such diverse matters as price policy, education and training,
strensthening of institutions and regional and subregional co-operation;

Programne element: Implications of the economics of oil refining for the

future utilization cof crude cil production in the

ECWA region

24; Work was started in July 1879 on this project; Discussions were held with
officials of OAPEC and OPEC and visits were made to a number of member States;

The study is primarily concerned with the extent to which the capacity of refineries
in the ECWA region should be raised above the level needed to nect Member States'

own requirenents.
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Programme clement: MNon-conventional scurces of energy in the Arab World:

Research an¢ development activities, ongoing programmes

and future possibilities

25; Preparatcry work on this projcoct has already begun; The energy sources to be
covered are solar, biomass, wind and geotheormal energy; Corsultancy reports will
be prepared on each of these sources, as well as a synthesized ECYA report which
will be submitted to a regional Meecting in March 1981'together with invited coaintry
papers; This project will be undertalken as a regicnal preparation for the

United Nations Conference on ilew and Renewabls Sourccs of Energy (UNERG&, to be
held in New York in August 1981;

26s OAPEC has agreed to co-operate on this prcject, and agrcement was reached
whereby OAPEC will nrepare the consultancy on solar energy while ECUA will be
responsible for the rest of the project but at the Arab world level instead of

the ECWA region level,

Other activities

27; These activities focused mainly on co-cperation with OAPEC and the Arab Fund
wFESﬁiin the preparation for the First Arab Energy Conference (4-C larch 1279,
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emiratesi, including contributions to the preparation of
the proceedings of the!:onference; Co-operation with OAPEC clso inciuded
co-ordinating the work programmes of both orgonizations in crder to ensure
complementarity and avoid duplication of efforts and preparations for the

Second Arcb Energy Conference (March 1682, Doha, Qétaril Tn this connexion, a
nemorandum of agreed proposals has been signed with OAPEC,

Subprograrme: Mineral resources

Programme £lement: fAn expert report on improvenent of national mining codes

and assessment of the situation with regnrd to full sovereignty

of member countries over their minersl rescurces

28. Implementation of this programme element, rescheduled due to personnel turmover,
was started in March 1979 and is expected to be completed by mid-198C, The study
covers the existing mining legislation and its historical review, its role in the



development of local mineral resources and in inter-country co-operation in this
sector at the regional level, It also exenines legnl aspects of technical
assistance from bilateral and multilateral aid agencies as well as contracts with
transnational companies;

Programme element: [Analysis of technical documentation end collection and

processing of mineral economic information with regard

to present and future supply and deiand

29; Work on this project is in progress and the related report is expected to be
completed early in 1980; The study presents statistical data on domestic production
of and foreign trade in mineral commodities for the neriod 1974-1977, sepurateTy

for each country of the ECWA region, and 2lso collectlvely for the whole region,
Based on the above statistical data and the notional Cevelopnent plans forecasts,
are made for set target years of future supply and demand of m1ner 1 commodities

for the individual countries and for the ECWA region as a whole.

Other activities

30; ECWA supported the efforts of the United Matiosns Outer Space Affairs Division
for holding a United Nations training seminar on rawte sensing of ecrth resources
in the region; The seminar was subsequently orsanized in co=-operation with the
Syrian Government and held in Damascus between 1-13 Decamber 1979;

Subprogramme: Water resources

Programme element: Introduction of an adequate systen for collecting, conmpiling

and analyzing water resources data in the region

3l. A preliminary report on the subject has been completed and circulated to
nember Scates and relevant regional and international crsanizetions for the:w
corments, on the basis of which a revised report will be issued during 1980.

32; This study revealed the existence of differences among manber States with
regord to the suitability and effectivencss of their existing network systens,

the poor coverage of watar resources data in the region in general, the predominant
use of conventional networks, absence of sone modern techniques and methods,
diversification in the types of instruments used for measuranant purposes and the
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inadequancy and lack of unifermity of terminology used within the region, a
situation which is affeecting adverse the transfer of information in this field at
the regional level; The study further contained certain reconnendations which
may assist member States to ramedy this situation;

Programme elaaent: Assessment of the water resources situation in the

countries of the ECWA regioq

v

33« This study covered essentially the availability of water resources and the
status of the hydrological and hydrogeological investigacions carried out in the
ECYA region, The objective of the study was to provide a regional outlook of the
water rescurces situation in an effort to assist member States to formulate plans
of action and recormendations in this field, A prelimincry report was issued,

It included proposed recommendations at national, regional and subregional levels,
These mainly focused on multilateralco-operation and co-ordination in the field
of water resources' develonaent such as developing the rajor sharcd sandstone and
carbonate rock aquifers in the region., Shared surface water resources developnent
plans were also pointed cut., The study contained further a proposed mechanism

to facilitate mutual co-operation and co-ordination at the regional level, The
report was circulated to member gountries and relcvent international and regicnal
organizgtions for their comments., A final report on the subiect will be issued

in 16720,

Programme element: The establisiment and/or strengthening of legal and

adninistrative infrastructures for water resources development

anc¢ nanagement in the ECWA region

.

34s Aninterim report has been prpared which covered a comparative review of the
existing legislative codes in the ECWA region such as legislation in force,
ownership of water and its use, legislation on harnful effects of weter, quality
and pollution control, groundwater, water rights adminis?ration, specicl water

development agencies and control of hydraulic structures,
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Prograrme clement: Follow-up on the recormendations of the regional and

international water conference in co-oneration with
member States of ECVHA

35, Activities in this area are rcported in.a separate document in connexion with
the agenda item dealing with the establishment of the Rezicnal VWater Resources

Council,

Other activities

36; As a follow-up to the section of ths Mar del Plata Action Plan which relates

to the Commnity Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, ECUA participated in the

first mecting of the Technical Support Tew: which was recently formed and included
representatives from WHO, FAO, UNICEF, ILO and ECU: with the UNDP Resident
Representative in Lebanon as a focal point for this exercise; This team is expected
to assist concerned government agencies in Lebanon in undertaking various water-
relate§ activities within the fremeworz of the Drinking 'feter Supply and Sanitation
Decade.

IV, INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMEL

Subprogramme: Regional co-ordination of policies in the
industrial field

Programme elenent: Co-ordination of industrialization Plans and prograrmes

37; The first part relating to the study entitled "Co-ordination of industrialization
plans and programmes® has been completed in draft form; This part reviews briefly
the incdustrialization policies and the various instruments which have been s0 far
rescrted for influencing industrial development in most countries’of the region;

In this connexion, the relevant elements of trade and fiscal and rnionetary policies
are examined; Efforts made to develop moda}ities of regional co-operztion to promote

industrizlizetion are also briefly reviewed,

38; The second part of the study is in progress; It will cxmmiine the extent to
which industrial plans and programmes in the various ECWA countries lend themselves
to inter<country co-operation and accordingly propose approachas to the formulation
of regional policies of industrial co—operation; Substantiél collection of data
and information ha§e already been undertakaz;



Subprogramme: Development of selected industrial branches

Prograrme element: Develcpment of branch industries - I. Enginecring

39. Telecormunications equipment: Work continuzd cn elaboration of the potentials

of this industry in the region. A draft of techno-economic study on manufacture of
telephone cables has been completed; The study presents a broad plan for development
of the industry in the region; Various aspects like demand, processes of
manufacture material inputs and their availability linkages, and economics of scale
have been discussed in the report; Demand estimates for telecommunications equipment
as evolved in the preliminary studies prepared in the year 1978 were revised in

view of additional data ccllected.

40; In view of the revealed high potentials for the industry and the fact that
technology in the telecommunications équipment industry has been changing at
relatively faster pace, it was decided to study the industry in more depth than
originally envisaged especially in the areas of technology and its economic
implications, so that more reliable technical and economic details could be

provided to the decision-makers in the region; Further information was, therefore,
obtained through visits to corporate offices and plant of three leading manufacturers

of telecommunication equipment. Relying on the data base, revisions of the preliminary

studies prepared earlier and their transformation into a comprehensive study have
been undertaken,

41, Electrical equipment: Work continued on identification of concrete viable

project in this vital industry branch. Demand estimates for electric generation
equipment, hydro steam, gas, nuclear, etc; and transformers are being constantly
revised; Assistance of a consultant was secured; A report providing technow-economic
data on manufacture_of various types of equipment and recommendations on strategy
for development of the industry in the ECWA region was completed by the consultant;
Furthermore, visits were made to plants and corporate offices of two leading
manufacturers of developed countries to collect reliable technical and financial
information which would serve as a base for further prefeasibility studies; This
procedure followed refers to generators, turbines and transformers ouly; The
prefeasibility studies on these major heavy and complex itemsare in progress and
will be completed by first quarter of 1980;
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42, Construction equipment: Work in this area is in progress. In addition to analyzing

of investment plans of a number of: countries, data have been-collected on
existingstocks of various types of equipment such as bulldozers, graders, loaders,
scrapers, road rollers pavementfinishers etc, including past demand as revealed by
the actual sales of construction equipment in the countries of the region; In

order to make long-term projections of demand and to be able to evolve an integrated
plan of action for this industry, more extensive field work and data collection

Wwill be needed,

43, Fabricated process equipment for chemical industry: Work on this project has

already started, Secondary data has been corpiled, Work in this areaz will cover
examination of prefeasibility of regional manufacture of chemical equipment and
data collection on existing and envisaged development programmes for chemical

industry (including petrochemicals) and oil refining.

Prograrme element: Development of branch industries - II. Petrochemicals

44; Preliminary country surveys on the general status of chemical industry

(Jordan, Syria, Iragq, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon) undertaken in 1978, have been
finalized; Close co~-ordinaticn has been maintained in this regard with OPEC ,
OAPEC, UNIDO and Gulf Organization- for Industrial Consultancy; Furthermore,

work is in progress in relation to the study on strategies for establishment of
petrochemical industries in ECW.L/Arab regions; A brief account of the study will be
submitted and delivered in the Second International Seminar on Petrochemicals to

be held in Baghdad in March 1980,

Subprograrme: Review and appraisal of industrial development

Programme element: Review and appraisal. of indusrial development

45; As part of the preparations for the Third General Conference of UNIDO to be
held in January/February 1930 in New Delhi, in depth studics were carried out,

in co=-operation with UNIDO, on six countries of the region: Iraq, Syria, Jordan,
Szudi Arabia, Xuwait and Lebanon; The studies relate to analysis of past trends

and problems of industrialization,
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46; Work on future growth prospects and likely scenarios is continuing and has
been completed with respect to Saudi Arabia znd Syria; For the studies on Iraq,
Jordan and Kuwait, projections of future growth petentials will be completed by
the end of the first quarter of 1980.

47; Depending upon the availability of data, the variables of industrial economy
which have been analyzed include: output, input, value added, employment, wages,
labour force, productivity, capital stock, skill compcsition, size and regional
distribution of manufacturing establishments, number of establishments, their
structure and pattern of development, export and import of manufactured goods,
industrial finance, sectoral demand patterns, aspects of industrial strategy and
policy etc;

48; Work has also been undertaken on conversion of foreign trade statistics of
manufactured products to ISIC classification; This activity, apart from assisting

in ECWA's project on inter and extra-regional foreign trade in manufactured products,
will also be beneficial in carrying out other subprogrammes in the field of industry.

Other activities

49, Assistance was rendered to governments and covered:

(i) preparation for the Lebanese Government cf two papers entitled:
"Qualitative and Quantitative Objectives of Industrialization Policies"

and "Industialization Policies and Strategies for Lebanon";

(ii) assistance in the formulation of proposals for the development of rural

industries in southern Lebanon;

(iii) assistance to Jordan for the development of joint facility for the

. fertilizer and mining companies;
(iv) assistance to Jordan for the development of inorganic chemical industries.,

50. Following a tripartiteagreement reached between UNIDO, IDCAS and ECWA, early
in August 1979, ECWA provided substantive support to the secretariat of IDCAS in
the preparations for the Fifth Arab Industrilization Conference which was held

in Algiers in Hovember 1979, The work done included:
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(i) preparation, jointly with an IDCAS consultant, of a study entitled "The
Present and Planned Industrial Situation in the Arab World";

(ii) preparation of a study entitled "Projected Arab Industrial Devélopment for
the Year 2000: Alternative Scenarics®;

(1ii) participation in the preparation of the discussion paper intended for
the Arab Ministers of Industry and entitled "Long-term Arab Industrialization
Strategy";

(iv) Preparation of a position paper on "Regional Development of Selected
Branches of Capital Goods Industries in ECWA region" which was submitted
to the Conference as a background docunment,

V. INTERNATIOMAL TRADE AND DEVELOFMENT

Subprczramme: Assistance in expanding and diversifying exnort trade

Programme e3lement: Liberalization of non-tariff barriers

51. A study of barriers facing products of export interest to the ECWA countries

in selected cdeveloped markets was completed; The study is in two parts; The first
part is entitled "Non~tariff Barriers to Trade in Products of Current Export

Interest to ECWA Countries in Nine Developed Marlets" and is analytical in nature;

The second part, consisting of two volumes and entitled "Barriers to Trade in Products
of Current and Potential Export Interest td ECYA Countries" contains a detalled
inventory of both tariff and non-tariff barriers, ‘

Subprogramme: Intraregional trade

Programme element: = Trade expansion and economic integration

52; Work continued on the study entitled "Economic Co-operation and Integration in
Western Asia"; The following major portions of the study were completed:
(a)_chapter on the evolution of econonmic co-operation in Western Asia; (b) chapter
on main obstacles to and benefits from closer economic co-operaticn in Western Asia;
and (cs a statistical compendium of intraregional trade classified according to
Standard International Trade Classification, International Standard Industrial
Classification and by end use; The services of a consultant were engazed to prepare
the chapter of the study on the forms and feasibility of economic co-operation in

Western Asia.



- 17 -

Other activities

53; Other activities included preparation of a paper on the Subétantial New Programne
of Action for the 1980s for the Least-Developed Countries which was submitted to

the leeting of the Group of High-Level Experts on a Comprehensive New Programme of
Action for the Least-Developed Countries which was held in Geneva hetween

26-30 November 1979.

VI. TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATIONS AND TOURISM

Subprogramme: Transport integration

Programme elenent: Development of integrated transport and communications

network in the ECWA region

54; A study of the Master Plan for the Development of Integrated Transport System
in 12 countries of the ECWA region, namely: Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Xuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, PDRY, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, UAE, and YAR, has been completed; In this
regard, a report entitled "Duvelopment of an Integrated Transport System for
Western Asia - Modal Reports, Part II" was issued and circulated to Member
Governments for their comments; This was followed by preparation of document
E/ECWA/TRANS./Add;l entitled "Note from the Secretariat on the Development of an
Inteprated Transport System for Western Asia" which was also circulated to Member
Governments; This document provided a review of the transport infrastructure
developrient in the region, and highlighted the main prblem areas for the integration
of transport in the region; Assistance was sought from the Metherlands Economic
Institute and the Netherlands Maritime Institute in the form of consultancy
services for finalizing the report ca the Master Plan;

55; In implementation of Resolution 73(VI), adopted at the sixth Session of ECHA

in April 1979, an Intergovernmental Meeting is scheduled to be held in February 1986,
to review the report's findings and to make recormendations for future work with
respect to this project;



Other activities

56, Other activities during the period under review included the following:

(ai A Seminar in Port Operations was held at Basrah, Irag, from 5-15 lovember
1979;. Tt was jointly organized by UNMCTAD and ECWA, and financed by UNDP; The
Seninar was hosted by the Government of Iraq; Eight member countries paricipated
in the seminar, namely: Kuwait, Lebanon, Jordan, Irag, Syria, UAE, Oman and the PLO,
Lectures given provided the participants with up-to~date knowledge and modern
techniques in the field of maritime transport, port oparations and management,
containerization and container handling; The 8Seminar aimed at providing a forum
for exchange of ideas and experience among participants, thus enhancing regional
co-operation in the field of maritime traansport, shipping and ports; It also
cimed at more effactive co-ordination and co=operation in manpower developmznt and
training ig order to improve managerial and professional competence in port

operations;

(b$ Participation in the Co-ordination Committee Meetings of the International
Telecormunication Union (ITUj on the Project Middle East-Mediterranean Regional
Tel econrunications iletwork Prcject RAB/?S/OZ7 which is to be implemented in
co=ordination with ECYA, UMDP, Arab Telecommunications Union (ATUi, Arab Satellite
(ARABSAT) and other regional organizations;

VII. LABOUR, MANAGEMEMT AND EIPLOYMENT

Subprogramme: Employment policies

Programme element: Analysis of levels and structures of wages and other income

from work in coun.tries of Western Asia

57; The draft of this study consisting of six chapters, a conclusion and statistical
appendices, has been completed; The study presents the general employment and
manpower probleins in the region with reference to both domestic and migrant labour;
forces; It also describes and analyzes the levels and structures cf wages and
relating them to the movement of labour, both within national bounderies and
internationally; As such, it fills an important gap in the knowledge of regional
labour market structures and mechanisms and complements the growing 1iteratu?e on

the nature and problems of the labour force in the countries of Western Asia.
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58, In this connexion, efforts are being made to obtain extrabudgetary financing

for a meeting on "Problems and Prospects of Labour iiovement in the ECWA region®.

Other activities

59; Pursuvant to ECWA resolution 59(V$ on the Brain Drain from the ECWA region;
and following discussions with the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development
and the Xuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, arrangements h=ve been made,
through a censultant, to start the study in accerdance with the provisions of the
resolution; In view of the limited amount of available resources, the study will
be devcteg to a2 detailad examination of all aspects of the brain drain problem

in Jdordan.

Programme element: Quantitative evaluation of the besic needs for the lowest

income 8roups in 8elected West Asia dountries
{completion date 1979)

60, The study could not be undertaken owing to lack of resources, However, a
project proposal and a draft hackground document have been prepared on the subject,
Efforts are currently underway to secure the required funds for the study.,

Subprogramme: Improvement of manpower planning

Programme element: Menpower demand and supply in ECUA countriecs: present

situation and future evolution

61, This project was defered owing to lack of resources.

Subprograrme: Promotion of regional co-cperation in the

field of huran resource planning

Programe element: Monitoring of progress in the implamentation of the plan

of action on manpower and employment plenning in the ECWA

region with special reference to regional co-operation
in this field

62.. This study has been eliminated due to lack of resources, However, progress in

som2 areas was reported under the ongoing review and appraisal and survey exercises.



VIII. SOCIAL DEVELOP!ELT

Subnrogramme: The integration and participation of women in

national develcpuent

Programme element: Review and assessment of the gituation of women within the

context of the international devclopment strategy

63. Towards implementation of ECWA's Regional Plan of Acticn for the Integration of

Women in Development, the following documents and studies wera prepared:

(i) A regional programme of acticn for the second half of the United Ilations
Decade for Women, 19£1-1985 (E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF,.4/2);

(ii) A study entitled "Recent Changes and Trends in the Situation of Women
in the ECWA Region" (E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF,4/3);

(iii) A report on special measures of assistance to Palestinian women
(E/ECWA/SDHS/COIF . 4/5) ;

(iv) L study of the social and economic conditions of Palestinian women
(E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF, 4/6) .«

Other activities

54, These activities included the following:

(ai In preparation for the World Conference for Wonen, 1980, a regional
preparatory meeting was held in Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, 9-13 December 1979;
The meeting approved a regional programme of action for the sacond half of the
United Nations Decade for Woren, 1981-1985; It also discussed and epproved special
measures cf assistance to Palestiniar wouen, which is an agenda item for the

HYorld Conference.

{b) Implementation continued of the programme financed by the Voluntary Fund
for the Decade for Women. Three projects were conpleted:
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(1) A workshop on integrated development and extension services for women in
rurel areas, held in Baghdad, Traq, Uomen rural extension vorkers and
agriculturcl engineers from six ECHA countries attended this worlkshop,
which includec¢ field visits and the preparation of =2 specinl manuel for

woren extension workers;

(1i}) A workshop on national development planning for the intesration of women
in development, held in Damascus, Syrian Areb Republicz for specialists
in general and sectoral planning from the TCWA menmbers. The workshop
emphasized the integration of women in development as an cssential objective

of socizl and sconomic plenning;

(iii) A training workshop for child care housemothers/teachersand administrators,
held in Lebanon. Tais workshop, held in Al-Smoud Home for Palestinien
children emphasized health, nutritional care, and the soclal and emotional
growth of children;

(iv) ECWA participated in an interagency nission, organized by the UNDP; to assess
efforts to increas: the participation of women in agriculture and rural
cevelopment in Syria. The mission recomnended project activities znd new

programe approaches for the involvement of rural women in development.,

Subprograrme: Developmental social welfere

Progreome ¢lement: Regiunal survey on social development and social welfare

services, training resources and requirenents

65. Worlz continued on the survey of social services in the countries of the region,
with the collection of socizl statistics. Profilcs werc counleted for three countries

and transmitted for governmental review.

66. Research was initiated on programming for the rchabilitation of the disabled,
with special focus on Lebanon. This work is in preparation for the International

Year for Disabled Persons, 1971,
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Other activities

67. Other activities included:

(c) Participstion in the U'DP organized interagency task force on "Assistance
o the Polestinian Peoplet, 1o paper was prepared on social needs in the occupied

Arcb territoriss, and possible projects of assistonce were icdentified;

(b) Advisory services were randered to non=zoverniental orgenizations in
Lehcnon in programme planning qnd implementation for the follcwirg arcas: youth
programmes; vocational tralnlng, health manpower training; and comnunity dcv0100ment.
Advisory services were also provided to vuwait and to Abu Dhebi in the evaluation of
social service institutions;

(c) A research study entitled "Social Davelopuent Plans and Programmes in

<

Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Demccratic Yemen™ wes completed;
] H H
(d) ECWA participated in the Interregional Seminar on the Aging held in
Yiev, USSR, froa 14 to 25 May 1070. £ position paper on the situvation of the Lging
in thes ECYA resior was presanted;

(¢) Preparation of the first droft of o report on Drug Abuse Problenms

concerning School Age Population in Lebanon was completed,

Subvrocrarmes Social aspects of integril zd rural dev =ik

Prograrme element: Role of cormunications in intecrated rural development

68, The rural communications methods used in various countriss in the region were
iuwcd. Planning for the improvenent of thesc mcethods wos carrizd out in

enllaboretion with the Internatioral Centra for Agriculturcl Rasearch in Dry

Arecs (ICARDA) and the Mear East Regional Office of the Food and Asricultureal

Craanization., Preparations were made for a workshen on exozrimantal trainino

nethodolories for trainers of rural Auveloprent workshop, Tha workshop, supported

bv tne Joluntzry Fund for the Decade for Ucmen is to bz held in fpril 1900,
) J 3

Programne element: Review and assessment of the situction of integratec

rural development

6c., Work progressed on the study of the organizational structures dealing with
integratsd rural developnent in se16cted ECHA couptrles. Data ware collected on

zovernnent policies and muchlnerlbs.



Other activitics

70. Other activities included: providing assistaznce %o the Lebonese government in
planning for thc reconstruction of South Lebanon, especially of the nesds for rural
incdustrieclization and rursl development., A report was brepared, identifyins areas

o

where fincacial and technical assistance are urgently needed,

Ti. 6n activity in the field of social develonment not falling under 2 particular
subprograrme pertains to the project entitled "Potantinl and Socio=Econonic Study
of the Palestinian Arab Poople", Within thz contoadt of this project, tne following
activities have been undertale :

(2) Based on extensive library research concentrating on the pre-1043 neriod
in order to establish z bascline against vhich the nost-1042 cconomic and social
situation would be cvaluated, a draft revort entitlsd “"Thz Palestinians in perspective,
a survey of nre-1048 Palsestinian Society in its Momeland® has been completed;

() 1In preparation for field surveys, a questionnaire has been developed and
pratested with 60 families to determine its 2lidity and raliability, as well as
&ny nractical problans inadministeringit. Consequcntly, the questionnaire has
been reviewed. All preparatory work fop undertzliing the survey has olso baen

conpleted,
IX. HUMAM SETTLEMENTS

Suborograrms: Formulation of low~cost housin~ policies

Prograsvic elenent: Housing finance

72. ‘ork on the study on housing finaince in the LCHA romion wes complcted, Jordan,
Syria, Iraq, Xuwait, and Lebanon hove been covereds  This study consists of = survey
of financial irstitutions in the field of housing and an cvaluation of their
policies, including credits and loans for low-income groups. The completed papeor
was presented as a major docunent to the,Regional Ieeting’on Huren Settlements

Finance and ifenagenent (Al-Ain, ULAE, 25.20 Novembor 1079),
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Prosremme element: Review and appraisal of housing situation in the ECHA

———

region within the Context of the intarnetional developnent

strategy of the second Ui devs ;lopment decade

73. A study entitled "Overview of Hunan Scttlenents Issues in the ECUA Region®
was presented as a major document to the Regional Keeting on Human Settlenents
Finance and Management (Al-Ain, ULAE, 25220 Woveuber 10 7,,.

Subprogranme: Urbanization and urban nlanning

Progromne clement: Review and eppraisal of urban planning situaticn in the

ECWA region with the Conteyt of the international

development strategy of the second U develooniont decade

T4e A background revort entitled "The Situation ¢f Human Scttlewents in the ECHA
Region™izms submitted to the Second Session of the Commission on Human Settienments,
The report also deals with the rural scttiement situation in the RECUA region,
Advisory Services

.

75« 1In the field of humen scttlements, advisory services werc DPOVJdCQ to the

Governmnent of Lebanon - The Council for Reconstruction and Dcvclopucnt. Upon their
request two reports were submitted, one dealt with rent control and rent policies
vhile the other dealth with housing costs, its relationship to houschold incone and
proposals for financing,

Other activitiss

76, In the field of hunan settlements, major activities during 211 4 quarters of
127S consisted of preparing for, organizing and holding the Regional ieeting on
Human Scttlements Flncnce and Managerent in Al-iin, United Arab Emirates from
25«29 lMNoverbar 197;.

7T« The liecting was the fourth in a sericss of rezional meetings convokad by the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements throuzh its Habitat Foundation component,
1t was sponsored by the United Mations Centre for Human Settienunts, ECWA, UNEP, UNDP
and the Governmnent of the United fLrab Emirates, The Mecting discussed the financial
anc adwinistrative dinensions and instruments required to solve current humen
settlenments problems in order to ensure environmentally sound human settlenent -

Prograres .
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ECYL prepared six major papers which were prbsentcd to ¢ 1e Reglonal Meetings
(= ) P0L51no Finznce in the ECWA Region (E/"C”A/SDES/CO”F‘3/¢), (b) The Role of the
Lirab DGV&lODM*nt Fund in hun n Settlement Finance in the ECHA Region
(E/LCUH/QDHS/COrF 3/3), (c) Urbanization and City Management in ECHA Countries
(E/ECVHA/SDHS/COIF ,374) (d) The Traditional Areb City between futhenticity and
Modernity (E/ECHA/SDHS/CO%F;3/5§; (e) Overview of Human Scttlamnents Issues in the
ECUA Reaion (E/FCHA/SDES/CONF.3/6); (f) The anagement of Physical and Human
Resources for Human Scttlements Development in the ECHL Rezion (E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF;3/7S;

78. A final report on the regional reeting in bcth Arobic and English is in the

process of finalization.

Do Hork has begun on a data bank on human settlencnts development in the ECHA
rezion, Thi dota banik coasists of relevant information pertaining to human
settlenents such zs population distribution, number of cwelling units per country,
anrucl srowth rate, physical planning standards, collection of socio-economic data
directec towarcds spatial planning, etc, & hunan scttlements library has been
started for usc by United Nations staff for missions end reports. The data benk
is on ongoing activity. Already, in 1979, substantial hgnmz1settlements information

has been collacted on Bahrain, Jordan and the two Yemens,

80, Follow=-up in connexion with the operation of the Arab Urban Development Institute
(LUDI) continued, Final approval for the functioning of AUDI was given in late

1079, It is expected taht in 19380 AUDI will be opurhtlve.

X, DEVELOPIENT FINANCE AWD ADMINISTRATION

Subprogramm: Finsncial mobilization and budgetary developm:nt

Prograruie clement: Financial planning in selected countries of Western Asia

o1, Vork continued on the study entitled "Evaluation of Governnent Budgetary

Systems and its Role in Devcloprment Planning in Selected Countries cf Western ASLa"
The first draft of a paper on the budgetary systems in the countries of the region was
complct-“. The paver examincs the major institutional, conceptual and operat tional
aspects and shortcomings of the prevailing government budgetary systems and their

use as a tool in sociou-cconomic planning. The paper constitutes port of the large

study under this programme clement which will be completed in 1200,
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Progremme elzment: Review and 2ssessment of trends in developnent

finance in the ECWA region

82, A report on the status of public administration and finance in countries of
Western Asia was completed, It briefly examines major changes in public
aduinistration and finance systems in the countries of the region, identifies
priority arcas for action at the rezionzl and global levels under the United Mations
Programme in Public Administration and Finance for 1980s, along with modalities
ained at promoting affective co-operaticn in the implenentation ot the Prograrme,
The paper was subzitted to the Interagency Uoriiing Group and the Fifth lLeeting of

Experts on the United Nations Programme in Public Administration and Finance.

83, Subprogramie 2 and its three elencnts wers differsd cwing to non-availability
of resources,

5S4, Other activities included preparation of thu 107¢ issue of ECHA publication
entitled "Selected Studies on Develcpment Problens in Countries of Western Asia®,

XI, SIIENCE AMD TECHNOLOGY

Subprogramme: Transfer, development and choice of technolqu

Prooramme element: Instituticnal mechanism for the transfer and

developrient of technologl

85; Work on this region~l oproject was initiated by ECWA in Octeber 1277, and
included a number of technical and intergovernmental wmeetings (197?—19785 which
culninoted in the preparation of a feasibility study on the establishment of the
Arat Rezional Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology (E/ECWA/CITLZ/RevLBi;
As per ECHA resolution 61(Vi, the study was then subniitied to the Economic and
Sccial Council of the League of Lrab States at its 26th session in Februery 137°

for discussion; The Council reviewed at this session two proposals con the

subjcct submitted respectively by ECHL and the Feceration of fLrab Scientific
Research Council, and decided subsequently to invite representatives of the two
orgenizations and of member States to a techrnical ueeting tc discuss’the
aforenentioned proposals and adopt an Arab position in their regards, This meeting
was later orgonized by the secretariat of the League of fireb States in Tunis between



- 27 -

4=6 June 197¢ and resultec in the forration of a committee composed of ‘representatives
from ECWA, the Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils and the secretariat

of the League of Arab States to preparc a unified proposal on the subject

including the draft constitution of the proposed centr&; It wos further deciced

that an expert group necting of representatives of irab governments and concernecd
organizations will be held to discuss this joint proposzl prior to submitting it
azain to the Economic and Social Council of the Arab Leo 'e: As a follow=up to these
decisions, an expurt group meeting involving ECWA, the Faderation of Arab Scientific
Research Councils and the secrctariat of the League of Arab States was orgenized

by the latter in Tunis between 11-16 July 1979 and resulted in the preparation of

the draft consitution which was to a large extent based on ECYA's feasibility

study; A meeting of intergovernmental group of experts con the subject was later

helc in Tunis under the auspices of the League of Arab States from 22 to 25 October
1979; The meeting also recormended that the revised draft consitution be submitted
to the legal committee of the League of frab Statas for the purpose of reviewing

the legal aspects of the constitution prior to submitting it td the.afcre mentioned

Council at its session in February 1980 for discussion and adoption,

Programme e€lement: Selected aspects of technology choice

86; Work continued on the above project which focuses on the role of Consulting
Engineering and Design (CED) capabilities in the sclection, transfer and
cevelopment af technology in selected ECHA countries; A detailed description of
the project was prepared and sent to 2 number of mamber countries requesting them
to ascertain their interest in this project, and to extend some assistance and
co=operation to the staff of the secretariat in collecting data rost of which are
not readily available from published documents and which can only be obtained
through field work; Except for one country which indicatec its inter=st in this
project but was unable to extend ECWA any assistance due to prinr commitments and
current work load, none of the other countries, to-cdate, rasponded to the secrstariat's
note verbale on the subject; It was subsequently decided to carry out this study
on Lebanon; Work is now in progress and is expected to shed sore light on the
present situation in the CED area in Lebanon;
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Subprogramme: Application of seience and technology

in selactad sectors

Programme element: Technology for the development and management of

land and water rescurces

87, Work on this project was discontinued as 2 result of staff turnover and
difficulties in recruitment. Furthermore, this programme clement will not be
carried over to the next prograrme budget hecause the nature and purpose of this
project arc not in line with the orientation and objectives of the already approved

1980-1981 work programme which fits within a five=ycar EC) strategy in this field.

Programme element: Computer technology application

as, A preliminary report entitled "Some Aspects cf the Status of Computer Technology
in Sclected Countries of the ECWA Region® has been completeds This study covered
the present status anc use of computer techrology including its mein applications in
the ECHA region, identified shortages in varicus categories of computer manpower

and deficiéncies: in existing training prograrmes aad facilities, and included some
analysis of the underlying reasons for this situation, The study further suggested
some corrective measures for developing manpover ir this figld and channelling this
technology into productive uses which can centribute to the attainnent of the

development objectives of member States.

Other activities

89; In the context of the arrangerments made betwean ECHA and the Science and
Policy Research Unit (SPRU& of Sussex University, ECW. participated in and also
selected four candidates respectively from Iraqg, Jordon, Kuwait and the Yemen Arab
Republic to participate in a workshop on "The Transfer ond Lbsorption of

Industrial Technclogy", organized by (SPRU& of .8ussex Univursity from 27 September

to 22 November 1979.

90; Contacts with UNCTAD's Transfer of Technology Division have resulted in UU'CTAD's
confirmation of accepting two to three candidates from the rugion to be

sclected by ECWA for participating in UNCTAD's inhcuse training prosramme which will
be held in Geneva during the first quarter of 1986; All member States were inforned
of this additional training facility and were requested to send curriculum vitae

of suitable applicants to ECWA for evaluation.
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1. Preparatory work was undertaken for organizing a Seminar on the Arab
Brain Drain in Beirut, between 4-. February 1780, Contacts were made with
thirty five selected speakers to prasent papers that were expected to shed soie
light on the mechanics of the brain drain phenomenon in the Arab World, its
~agnitude, causes, economic and social consequences and possible reredies.
In this connexion, the se=inar papers focussed on a number of specific issucs
relating to the problematic znd educational dimension of the Arab Brain Drain,
the circulation and inportation of high level manpower in the Arab countries,
cultural alienation and the brair drain in the Arab world, the impact of this
phenonencn on Arab research and acadenic institutions, the brain drain with
special refercence to the redical and engineering professions, the experience
of selected countries in coping with this phenomenon as well as other
research areas that can assist in identifying the causes and consequences of

the movement of Arab high level manpower,

XII. STATISTICS

Subprogramne: Statistical services

-—————

Prograrme elenent: Develeprent of ndequate and reliable statistical series

-

and indicators o1 various denographic, social and eccnonic

- ean WA - O

aspects of the countrles of the Arab Norla.

e

o2. Statistical data hzve beern collected ard compiled for inclusion in the
third issue of the “Statistical Abstract of the Region of the Econoriic
Corziission for Western Asia®, The issue is presently under print and will be
published early in 1080. Data is also being collected from the African Arab
countries and work is in progress for the publication of "Statistical

Indicators of the Arab World®.

Programne elenent: Orpanizing the > national statistical systeums and ::.etho-

[PEPES- .

dolozical practlces cf the meinber States of ECJA

e et e e . i

e3. York is in proszress for the preparation of studies on the state of

foreisn trade and industrial statistics in the ECWA Countries.
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Programue_element: Development of national accounts, prices and finance

statistics

— e e o e

o4, Work on this programme element included:
‘a) Publishing Bulletin Mo. 2 on Matioral Accounts Studies (79--2563)
entitled "Gross Donestic Product of the ECWA Countries throughout the period
1060.-1976". The Bulletin deals with the econonic growth of the ECHA region
in the said period by considering the GDP estimates at current and constant

prices;

‘'b} Preparation of Bulletin Mo. 3 on Yational Accounts to be published

in 1633;

¢’ Publishing a "Summary of the U Manual on Mational hcecourts at
Constant Prices [79-23°7) as well as translations of several U™ publications

on national accounts to be used by Arab officials, fellows and researchers;

'd’ Publishing Bulletin Wo, 1 on Price Statistics in the ECHA region
entitled "Consurer and Wholesale Price Indices in the ECW.L Regior 11060.-1277) ¢
{70 24621};

‘e’ Collection and corpilaticn of fipgures on prices and index nunbers
for the period’1960=19?? in preparation for publishing Bulletin Mo, 2 on Price
Statistics in the ECWA Renion.

Programae elerent: Rendering technical assistance in statistics to the

aeber States

a95. Technical assistance was provided to:

{a) The Yemen Arab Republic in settiaz up and publishing, jointly with
ECWL, the "Mational Accounts of the Yewen Arab Republic for the Years
1069/70-197€ /77" (75-2463);

'b°  The Yenen Arab Republic irn the UMDP institutional Support Project
decentralized to ECWA;

{c} The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen in finalizing the
Republic's first issue of the statistical yearbook. The yearbook will be

published in January 1°9%0;
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id} The Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics,
Baghdad in conducting a Working Group on Hational Accounts at Constant Frices
and in preparing teaching materials for and conducting a Training Workshop
on Commodity Balances and Input-Outpbut fnalysis.

Subpro grame: Cowparlsons of rval 1ncales and

purchasing powers in the ECHA

O ]

countries

. i o e

Programie elenent: Study of tbevlﬂtepnatlonal real 1ncore connarlsors of thn

PRPOTSNS PR P e S S

“CWu Pe01on

06. “Draft Preliminary Estiates of Real Gross Domestic Product by Tir

Econoiic Activity for the Arab World /1Ca0.1C77)7 {7C.2744) has beer published

Other act1v1t1es

97. ECWA participated with the ' Statistical Office in orpganizing the
First Technical 'leeting of Arab Statisticians on ilational Household Surveys.
ECWA alsc participated in the Consultative ifeeting on the National Houschold
Survey Capability Progravi:e NHSCP. held in Mew York. Later ECHA prepared
and subritted to the UNDP a project proposal for the establishuent of a
Household Survey Unit at ECWA.

XIII, POPULATION

Sub-programie: De wowraph1c Data

Prosraime element: Regional surveys

~ e L e e e -

S Preparatory wor's on the census of Palestinians continued during the

3

past year. A €ensus Expert was recruited, ard an advisory cormittee and a
technical committee were formed. The advisory committee is discussing with
the Government of Jordan the provision of the special tabulations naeded
fron the recently conducted census iw ths country and will shortly be
contacting the governments of the Syrian Arab Republic and Yuwait for the
saine purpose. The techrical coirzittee has cowpleted » 1list of tobulations

containing the core tablss of the Polestinian census.
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Prograsme elenent: Country surveys and censuses

ac. The United Yations Headguarters decentralized to ECWA executing agency
functions with reszard to the country project "Denopraphic socio-econonic
survey of ninz towns in the Sultarate of Oaan®. The survey was coiplated
during 127G and the results printed by the Goverioit.

100, ECWA continued to offer to the countries of the region advisory
services on population data collection. Migsions were effected %o Yeen,
Onan, Syria, Jordan and Democratic Yenen. Projects were develoned for
Lebarion fmulti-purpose survey), Yene:. Internatiomsl igration Survey, and
Civil Registration!, Syria fPopulation Census of 1830}, Oren (a-Housing and
Population Census planned for 1081 and b--Socio-Economic and De cgraphic
Survey in selected towns and rural areas) and Daiocratic Yeuen ‘Population

Research Centre and Preparatory nroject for 1063 Population Census).

101. As a step towards iiproving understanding of population and housinzg
censuses in the region particularly in view of forthconing national activities
associated with the 1970 round of population censuses, a2 conparative study

-~

73 and 2 draft coipleted in 1970,

-

of census questioinaires was initiated in
A similar coasparative stuly on population census tabulations was also
completed in draft form in 1970, Cories of these studies zre available on
request. Both studies have been distributed to sovornent and national
experts for comrents and will be finalized durine 19730

Prograpme element: COﬂyllathh ana evaluat1on of de1orra0h1c socwoLﬁcono~wc data

102. HWori continued on the coipilation and analysis of denogrephic a

related socic-econciic data for the countries of the ECWA region. The second
inventory of sune 54 devographic and related indicators was published in 1773
under the title Derugraphlc 34ﬂ Rolate” Soc1ou LCOon

R -,

tlg Data Sheet. lOP Countrles

e Ry,

'Qf tne ECWA Reglon. It pointed out the inmportant £aps in the formulztion

statistics in the region. Estinates haove, therefore, been undertalen ond the
results will appear in the forthcumin< issue of the data sheets in 1020, In
addition to their wide idistribution within .2nd outside the region, these
aata shects constitute benclmwar!s data for the population labour force and

educational projections of the Uaited ’ations systei.
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Programme elenent: Population Bulletin of ECWA

103. The Population Bulletin of ECWA continued in its role as the major
scientific journal in the fieid of nopulation in the region. Tasnesg og. 16
and 17 for 1979 are at an advanced stame of preparation and will be published
during the first quarter of 1000,

Provrg¢1e elﬂlent DISSC‘lP thW of populsntion data and resenrch

LR S ..-..4..-M‘.-‘-‘a‘._..-..-..-...----w._..--.

104, The Population Reference Cenire continued its rapid expansion and Las
beconie a focal point for rescarck and information of population atters in
the resion. The Centre has continved to undertake a wajor clearing-house
activity which includes the lissemination of research findings to governr.onts
and researchers in the region and assistance to researchers in obtaining
research grants and to pote-ntial trainees in obta s trairing faellowshins.
The latter services include! the maintenance aad up datin; of co*ppehen31ve
information of doror agencies and research and training institutions within
and outside the region.

Subgggogra;ue; Pe@ogr DJLC pPOJeCthzS and po1101bs

B e L IR VI PO

Programae elerient: Demographic studies and studies on the deternlqants

and consequences of Fopulation trends
105. Due to difficulties iz the recruitment of qualified denosraphers,
these programe elencuts could not be fully completed, Yevertheless, work
on the population situation in the ECYL rerion has been initiated and tiree
counntry profiles have bheen completad and publishad {Bahrain, Jorda: and Yeaen!.
In addition, the Arabic versic: of FCHWA's hogl: entitled The Population

Frq”ewo k was published during 1070, Copies are available on request.

rograe eleleﬁt Tomit orlA,, ”ev1aw and arpralsul of the 1* 1enentatlor

L= bl s e D N e - v . E——. e —— et~ - .t O m.——mae e

of the Worlg plan of “ctl d relatea reg onal recoiuer d tio

106. The Second Regional Population Confarence of LCWA was held in Damascus,
Syria from 1-6 Decenber 1979. It was attended by representatives of countries
of the region in addition to a muiber of scholars from the region’s
wilversities. Papers of the conference were presented by experts fro: within
and outside the region. A set of recomcendations emanated fron this conference

and were widely distributed.
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107. A major study on the lersl aspacts of intraregional nigration was

initiated durines 1078 and was cunleted in 1070, The results are appearing

in the PODU‘RtlJW Bvlletlv Yos. 15 and 16. It is intended to publish the
no
-

=)
o]
fde
i
i3

full study in boolz for: durdn: 19730 tosether with a brief swrary ©
findings. Other studies vnder this elenent have been delayed because of

recruitirent difficulties.

102, VWork has continued on the nra31c 'unn l of PopulgtWO Teerrc“"f'Iﬂuc1

SR M ek Wl A beis e o

will contain descriptions of all relovant population concepts tozether with a

dictionary of deographic ter.s in Enslish, French and Arabic. This publication

is scheduled to appear in 1000, Also wor: on an extensive bibliography of
pooulation and developuznt literature in the Arab world was initiated and is

als¢ scheduled to appear in 1200,

XIV, TRAUSIATIONAL CORPORATIG'S

Programe element: Establishnent of comprehensive infornation syster: on the

_opbratlﬂn uf tr @1onal cqrporatlons 1n tbj PCIA r 'wo~

10, Work under this progragie elansent included:

‘a) Completicn of a study e~titled “Laws and Regulations pertaining
to Foreirn Business opcrations with specific reference to Ti'Cs in the ECHA
Rerdons  In this comnexio:, -issions were wndertaken to a nuwsber of LCHA

weirher countries;

fh! Work was initizted in worls on bibliographical survey of the
existing stock of literature ¢ transnational corporations in the rejion, with
particular enphasis on naterials vritten in Arabic

7 A}

‘¢’ Contribution to thc wori: of the Centre on TNCs [CTC) on the global
survey of covern.ent institutions doaling with TUCs. ECYWA's contribution

daalt with these institutions i RCWA member ccuntries.
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Pro**a“ne elcne‘t; St u&y on trujsqatlonal bunulnq and insure nce

119, 4 study on “Transnational Banlss in Lebanon and Bahrain® has been initiated
I» this connexion & mission ©o Balwraln was vndertaken and phase I of the study

concerning information sathering and data collection on Bzhrain has been

Programe elenent: Study of T'Cs it the extractivs industric

111, A consultancy study on Ti'Cs in the Extractive Industries in the ECYA

Resion has been initiated.

Pro;r ¥ elﬁﬂgnt uﬂj of T”Cu he shlpplno sector

112. A consultancy study on The Operations of TIICs in the Shippins Industry

in the ECYA Rezion™ is uvnder brepar ation.
)
}{'\‘T . I.:’ ’V LD LOA - "_:]I‘ CO \)RDI‘ 7;\’1‘10""

113. The Environnantal Co.-ordination Unit ‘ECU) was established on 1 June 1070,
In 2ddition to co-crdination activities with UMEP and other United

Hations bodies, efforts of this uait focused on preparations for holding a
Regional Seriaar on Alternative Patteris of Develop :ent and Life Styles in

Yestern Asia.  In this regard, activities included the convening of threc

consultative vorlidng groups to drow the outline, discuss and co-ordinzte

docwments regarding the preparation of docwicntation. Consequently, the

foilowing documents have bee1 prepared throush consultancies:
‘it A “eyacte and an overview paper ‘E/ECUA/E 'V/MG,16/0):

Agricultural develop:ent and land onage ent in relation to
environignt  nnd food supply needs in the ECWA resion ~
("/ECHA/ENY MG.16/3) ;

srated approach £o water resources nanasenent ir rorpl
in the ECYA region ‘E/BECUAT V. UG.1G/4

‘iv!  Case study on the Asuan Hish Damic its impnct on the
environr.ent and its side.effects B/ECHA/E VG166

v} Present trends of industrizlization and urbanization and
their ecoro-ic, scucial and env1ronueﬂtal iwplicaticns
‘B/ECUA/EV/HG 1677
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‘vi. Environmental iuplicctions of ¢il and altermative sources
of enersy in the ECYL region 'E/ECYA, TV MG.16/5);

vii) The econosic, social ond envirowental i
ECHL region of nrasaat and future trends
relations 'E/ECHA/EW/WG.16/2°

wlications for the
in internntional

XVI. TECIWIICAL CO--OPERATION ACTIVITIE

i 7e~*ow31 aav’sorj sbrvlces HPQVlmb& bv ECW to the aecber S8totes

114, The services of nine regioncl advisors werc ode availeble to werhor
States upon their reouests te provide assistance in the respective ficids of
zional advisors

&)
g

actifities as indicated below., Iu certain instances,; re
narticipated in ricober 8tates ECWA sponsored reetings, seidrars and couforae.ces

with the aii: of sharing thelr expertise for the succsssful outcone of the

vieetings, seninars and conferences.

Bahr‘,.,l iy

v -

115. Advisory services in hu-an settlements and fadustrial Projects were
provided. In the former case, o resgional advisor assisted the goverment in the
ossessiont and eveluation of the activities undartazen by the iiinistry of
Uousins in the aren of physical plarning and human settlzrent., Tn the letter
cose, nssistance to the mover v ent wms rendered in the preparation of tenders
£or weldi: lectrode plont,

116, L resioral advisor in Human Resources Development activity narticipated
in and contributed to the proceedinus of two expert group meetings: viz., ‘il

-

study of youth needs ond attitudes and (11 defining bosic nseds of children,

Eoypt
117. Assistance was given to the roverment in the identification of projects
with specific referencs to double cropvping of Yice nud better utiliznticon of

Cotton cropped area.

Jordan

112, Advisory services were rendercd te the government as fllows: 'L assistonce

to the Departiient of Stotistics iu establishing the basis for household exponditure

survey; 1ii, assistance to the !lousiag Corporantion in the assess:ent of housing
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projects: [(iiil} revision of the nrospects of joint use of industrial
facilities for three .cjor industrinsl izining companies and ‘iv’  assistance
to the €ivil Registratici: Orpgon in the assessient of corbuters snd other

analvels requirecents for vital resistration,

A0 expert proup neeting oo Dasic Services for the Child in thoe Arabd

Rerlon was servicad Ly the resgionsl ndvisor in Hunnn Resources Developeit.

Onan
110, The fellowiim services were provided to the soverntent in five mission

Y

trins; i} Povulation Statistics - follow-up the prosress of the Socio..
Deizographic Survey and Populatior Census Project; ‘ii) Asriculture . assisted
the povernment i the Fcononic Study of Dates factories: ’iii' Dovelobient
Fiaoance - held training prograrsies for ~overnscnt officials in nublic finarce

and o sendinar on “Econouic Effects of the Public RBudsmets and cssistad in the

9]

study oi: the situatior of public budret and ‘iv’  Hunsan Resources Davelopaent
nssisted in appraisin~ project OV A/74,/02) “issistance to the linistry of Social
and Labour Affairs” and participatad in the elaboration of project worlt nla

for 1950 and in the traininy course on child welfarc.

Syria

120, Advisory services in five separote .lssions were rendered to the
soveririent in the followiraz fields: i} Developneut Planning . ‘2) cssisted
the government in the follow-up work in the develon::eat plariing ~nd discussed
yith the State Plowing Couidssion the progress cchieved on Syrin's Fennoslc
models; anc b assisted the Stct: Planning Comrission in the preparctivn of
trend projoctions for the five year ol-n: “ii' Ponvlatio. Stotistics -
assistod the Central Durcau of Stotistics in the revision of 1705 Ponulation
census project and followad up the finalization of the project docuieri; and
iii Statistics and ‘Cationnl Accuitits . z2ssisted the Centrzl Bureau of
Stotistics in the proparaticn of antional Incos indicators, uet domestic

production and nat products a2t 1075 prices.

” 1
v the

o= -
Lstcragency
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1
i

121. The services of fuur regiounl advisors were uade aveilnb
ollowing five ueetinns/cmferaices held ot differeat ties:

meeting o the ncads of Palestiniass o Remional Advisor in Hu .an Resources
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Development; (ii) Second Regional Population Conference of ECWA - Regional
Advisor in Population Statistics; (iii) Seminar on Phosphate Fertilizers -
Regional Advisor in Industrial Projects identification, formulation and
appraisal; (iv) workshop orsanized by the Arab Institute for Training and
Research in Statistics, Baghded - Regional Advisor in Statistics and

National Accounts who lectured in price statistics; and (v) Regional Preparatory
meeting for the World Conference on the UM Decade for Women 1980,~Regional

Advisors in Human Resource Development.

Unite¢ Arab Emirates

122. In the following four fields, five advisory missions were carried out to:

(1) (a) Human Settlements - discuss with the Ministry of Housing and Public

Works the proposed Conference on Human Settlements, Finance and Management

held in Al-Ain (b) Human Settlements - assist the government in establishing

a physical planning Agency; (2) Development Planning - advise the government

on the organizations of the Statistics Section; (3) Statistics and National

dAccounts - assist the Ministry of Planning in the establishment of National Accounts
Department and in the survey of wholesale and retail prices; and (4) Human

Resources Development - advise on the establishment of a training and research centre
and the reorganization of the Ministry of Social Affairs.

123. A Regional Advisor in Statistics and National Accounts attended and
participated in the following two neetings: (a) meeting of Arab Statisticians

for developing the National Household Survey Capability Programme, and (b) Committee
meeting to discuss and finalize statistical formats for data collection by

Arab Monetary Fund on balance of payments, public finance and money and credit

in Arab countries,

People's Democratic Republic of Yemen

124. The services of two Regional Advisors were provided to the government in

the following two areas over three separate missions: (1) Customs Administration -
(a) to discuss advisory and training services that can be rendered in development
finance, custom administration and legislation; and (b) to lecture and discuss

the penalty problems in customs law; and (2) Human Settlements - to advise the
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coverament on formulaticon of policies in plamins of Hunan ttlanents, urbo

ruoral, dispersed, concentrated, old and now; and in the formulotion of projqct

gocuant,

125. Six rissions to provide advisory services in the following four arsas were
undertalzen 28 follows: ‘1. Thman Ssttleaesents .- to discuss with tho pertine.t
rovern:gnt officicls natters relatad to house nunberine and hovsing bonk
cctivities: {2} Customs Adriristration .- "a’ to discuss with thoe relavant
officinls advisory and trainingz services that can be rendered in developaent
firamee, custons aduinistration oud legislation; (b)Y to coduct ccourse oo
pricipies of custons law; to narticipate irn 2 seninar for custos lazaders;

to evaluats the applicntion of existing custoas law and resulations; to advise

9]

ustous officials in this wor's; to review the ~anal on YCustos Resilations<

iy
o f

L)

¢} te advise on treinins for custosms officials and to present pronosed

e

resulations ard ad. inistrotive directivas related to custoias adritdstratica:

‘3" Developent Finance -+ to participate in the trﬂfalnf nrosratiie preparced by

the ‘ntional Institute for Public L&uiaistraulon; to participate with the officials
~t the Tastitvts for Public Adidristration in planmnins for the seninar on the

“Rule of the Budset and Govern-e:t accounting Systen 1un 1090 in the li-ht of

e

the roouiresents of the 2nd Cuinquenial Doveloprient Plord; and 47 pulation
Statistics . to assist the jovert.cnt in the inplerontrtion of civil registrﬂ“ioL

nrojact.

Gonpr‘ )

126. Tho Arab Plaaniae Institute in “uweit and the? Arab Iastitute for Trainins
and Research in Statistics in Baghdad for which ECUA is ths Executiny Lseucy

since July 1¢77, aund ovatber 1070 prespectively, have also begn the beneficiaries
of the services of the P04 Rezionnl Advisers. Papers for discussions oud
lectures on various subjects have bean prepared ~unid delivered ati neetiurss/

se inars organized by tho oo Ianstitutes either at their headmuarters or at

places away fros the hendguarter

12, Baclistonping services for suie of the ECHA resular worliprosrziic have

2lso beeu provided by soie of the Retionel Advisors. T particolar, in the
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field of Econoiic lisnects of Encray Developaent, & Regional Advisor has been

instrusental i the discussio: wit!: the QAPEC (fuwait) about co-oneration in

..
o
¢

respect of the vreparaticn for the conference on new and ronewable sources of
exerpy and also collected data and infornation fro: Bahrain, Taypt, Oater,
Saudi Arobia, and United ZLrad E:irates which arc useful to the rolevent

vorls prograrme of the division,

B. Regional projects decentralized to ZCHA

.
R e vl o - B T

123. The Econonic

fmency for two Rzsional Institutes. These are the Arab Planmning institute

[¢

locoted in Tuwalt and the Arch Testitute for Trainins and Research in Statistics
with its headquarters i» Baghdad. The foruer was decentralized to NCWA in

July 1¢77 while the traafor. of the latier was effected ir ove bep 1em7e,

The Arab Plasning Institute 'RAB ° 7/002)

.~ s momimin e - -

wnd

125, The Iustitute conducts short and lon~~turm trainin~s courses in social
aind econonic plamiius.  Short ter. courses. which usually lost for o little
over a ronth, include such subjects as Tplaentation of Develon::t Plannin-
and Project Dvaluation. Between January and ilarch 1077, a total of ahout 47
participants Tro: the various states in th: resion have followsd these courscs.
During the period of Decerber 107 to April 107¢, the Institute also orsonized

o

a bi weckly scndnar on 011 2n.d Developront where seven papers were nrasented.

2. The long-ter: courses ara of a duration of one year and two apeasz of

.
LD

concentration which storted in 1770 with enrollients of uine ond

respectively were Mlvanccd Planning Techniques and Doveloprent Planss

Trstitute has riade sigificn:tceontribmtions in the aren of research vhich
cantered on tha study cf the Patterns of Deonoric Developent in thz Arab

Countries. Ei-:t papers wvere published nnd circulsated acong the Institute

nemvers.  Four popers hnd been prenarad as baciground docusents for discussio:
in tha conference =i Yew Developent Concents a:d Stratesies aid their ralovecs

to the Lrnb Horld held in Dacascus in ay 1070,
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The Arab Institute for Treinin : oind Research in Statistics (4B 7O/020]

13, ne objectives of the Institute arc to provide training in various

statistical fields ond ~uvidance ol training for research on statisticol
) (]

setiodolory,  The Imstitute conducted the following courses:

it Advanccd course in Applied Statistics, fron October 1077 to July
1270, Bishtesy particinants froum differenct stotes of the region enrolled in
this course;

'1i)  Interrmediats leval coursce in Genurel Applied Statistics held in
Joprdon froa October 1073 .. July 1970, Four candidates participoted i this

course from four states in the region;

*jii} Course on Fishcery Statistics in Huwalt was offercd in Iebruary
1070 for four weaks. Twenty four cardidates from eleven states of the re~ion

participated in this coursc:

"ivy dddls lovel countryv course in Anwlied Statistics held in Tuunit
fror: 3.20 March 1070 to inprove the qualifications of goverunent statisticians
at the niddle levels. Sixteen participants fron seven states in the resion
enrclled in the eourssa:

vy Workshoo on llational Accounts hield in Baghdad in co.opapration

-~

yith BCHA, durins the neriod © .. 20 January 1970. Tweaty-two uoninges fro:

geven states particinated in this woriishop.

= "'“



