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WORK PROGRAMME

Introduction

The present document on the Work Programme of the Economic Commission
for Western Asia (ECWA) is submitted by the Executive Secretary to the first
session of the Commission, with a view to assisting the representatives of
the Member States to establish the objectives and priorities of the activities
of the Commission in the years to come. I feel that these proposals are
consistent with the development needs and priorities of the countries in the
Region, but they are initial suggestions which the Governments may wish to

discuss, amend and supplement as appropriate.

Various General Assembly resolutions, including Resolution 3199 (XXVIII)
of 18 December 1973, have set a pattern for the formulation and presentation
of programmes and budgets of all United Nations organs. The General Assembly
has already approved the biennial programme budget for 1974-1975; this took
place prior to the establishment of ECWA. The 1974 programme is now being
executed on an interim basis, with adjustments necessitated by the staff
available and the new circumstances. The activities to be carried out under
the 1974 programme are presented below (Chapter II) in a summarized fashion,

designed specifically for the information of the Commission.

The proposed programme for 1975 (Chapter ITI) is based on a fresh
approach to the development problems of the Region. Should it be approved by
the Cormission and subsequently, by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC),




the General Assembly will be called upon to allocate,

late in the year, the
financial resources necessa

ry for its implementation., The actual execution
will be contingent upon the redeployment of the existin
legacy of UNESOB - and upon the recruitment of new staf
expanded programme of work,

g manning table - g

f to cope with an

In chapter IV, some views are Presented

on the possible content of the
medium~term plan (1976-1979)

» 1t being understood that, in the light of the
discussions and Tecommendations of the Commission,
programme for 1976-1977 will be presented to the se
Commission, early in 1975,

a detailed plan and

cond session of the
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CHAPTER I

Overall approach

1.1, The Economic Commission for Western Asia has received from the Economic
and Social Council a broad mandate spelled out in Rasolution 1818 (LV) of

10 August 1973 (see Terms of Reference of the Commission in document E/ECWA 3).
Within the limits of this mandate, the Commission has to develop a work pro-
gramme based on the needs of the Member States at the present stage of their
economic and social development, bearing in mind the manpower and budgetary
constraints. The present authorized staff of 106 (46 professional znd 60
general service), and the financial resources close to $ 1.2 million, are
expected to be substantially increased, but point to the order of magnitude

of the activities which can be reasonably carried out by the Commission.

1.2, The general objective assigned to ECWA, namely, to foster "economic
reconstruction and development in Western .sia", can be achieved by the
extension of ECWA services at both the country and regional levels. The
twelve Member States will, no doubt, wish to receive assistance from ECWA in
areas of their needs which is over and above that which is provided in the
UNDP country progrommes. This type of assistance, anchored to specific needs,
may be especially relevant to the circumstances surrounding the least
developed among the countries of the Region. There arc, of course, many
development problems which can be best tackled by a regional approach. The
Coumission will, no doubt, wish to strike 2 balance between national and
regional activities and give the Executive Secretary sufficient indication
for the relative emphasis it wishes to place on these two types of ECUA

services.

1.3, In paragraph 1, Resolution 1818 (LV) gives the Commission the possi-

bility of rendering three kinds of services to the Member States:

(i) undertake or sponsor investigations and studies on econouic,
social and technologicael problems and developments within the
territories of Western Asia;

(ii) undertake or sponsor the collection, evaluation and dissemina-

tion of economic, social, technological and stétistical informa-~

tion; and,




(iii) perform advisory services at the request and for the benefit

of the Governments of the Region.

The same paragraph of the resolution indicates that ECWA is required
to assist the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), at its request, in dis~
charging its functions within the Region, in connection with any development
problens. In practical terms, the Secretariats of all five commissions, as
subsidiary organs of ECOSOC and parts of the global UN set-up, are requested
to prepare data and statistics, draft reports and participate in meetings,
in response to General LAssembly and BCOSOC resolutions. This type of activi-
ties, often of a continuing nature (for instance, as in the case of the
Second UN Development Decade exercise) takes a relatively heavy toll of staff

resources.

1.4. For investigations and studies, an organ such as ECWA enjoys some
comparative advantages: it has an intimate knowledge of the Region from which
o large proportion of its staff originates. It has also access to worldwide
expertise and is capable of carrying independent analyses of current and
future needs for the economic and social development of the Region. As an
organ of overall responsibilities, it can develop the staff capability of
responding to the nultidisciplinary nature of most of the problems facing this
part of the world. The Executive Secretary acknowledges the dangers of
excessive indulgence in studies, especially if they are not operationally
oriented. He still believes that ECYA can make a meaningful contribution to
the development of the Region if the studies it undertakes meet the following

eriteria:

(1) they should be closely related to the needs and priorities

expressed by the Member States;

(ii) they should generate ideas for development opportunities. ECWA
comes into the international picture at a time of major changes
for the Region. In the decades zhead, the Region will have large
funds ready for investment. With adequate co-ordination with

existing and future orgens involved in the same effort, ECWA could

play an important role in preparing studies, especially for




regional projects, which could lead to direct investment

opportunities and foster a much faster pace of development of

the countries of the Region; and,

(iii) the studies should not be open ended, but should comply with

imperative calendars.

1.5. The collection, evaluation and dissemination of information appears
to be an absolute must. ECWA needs to base its activities on sound and
reliable economic, social, technological and statistical data. It should also
play the role of a clearing house on information, bringing to the attention
of the countries of the Region and to its regional institutions an increased
quantity of well-organized information, data and analysis on relevant
development fields throughout the world, making available to the world,
through UN bodies or otherwise, informction on the countries of the Region
and, perhaps more importantly, keeping each of the countries of the Region
well-informed of development activities, investment opportunities and co-
operation potentialities in other countries of the Region. The Executive
Secretary attaches great importance to the project of establishing, as of
1975, a modern Documentation Centre for the collection, analysis, retrieval

and dissenination of deta and information.

1.6. Advisory services rendered to Governments offer the advantage of great
flexibility. They are made available at the request of the Member States and
can easily be tailored to the particular'needs of each country and to its
specific stage of development. They are usually available at short notice,
and are especially fit to cope with problems in the new areas of interest.
The Executive Secretary would like to recommend the strengthening of such
services vhich would help in establishing and neintaining a dialogue at the

working level between the national Ministries and the staff of the Comnission.

1.7. Concerning the areas of activities, the Executive Secretary believes that
ECWA should be highly selective and should concentrate on a few things, rather
than trying to attend to a range of development issues. Admittedly, advisory
services have to be nade available in a relatively large variety of sectors,

within the staff resources of the Secretariat and according to the requests of

the Governments. But for studies, the proposals for the 1975 progranme and
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for the mediun~tern plan (1976-1979) are deliberately limited to the following
fields where it is felt a nultidiseiplinary approach nay bring about some i

concrete results within a reasonsble spoan of tine:

~ water resources developnent;
-~ food deficit;

- fertilizers industry;

- industrial training and managenent; é
~ tourism; :
~ public finance and investment;

-~ natural resources:

- population;

-~ urban settlenents;

=~ co-operation among existing organizations;

- social attitudes and values in development; and,

- availability of douestic skills.

A number of carefully seclected projects in areas of regional priorities
(classified into priority A end priority B) are prescnted in chapter III for

the Comnission's consideration of the 1975 Work Progranne.

1.8,  ECOSOC Resolution 1818 (LV) emphasizes the necessity for ECWA to avoid
any overlapping with activities undertaken by the specialized agencies or with
the United Nations Development Programme. The Executive Secretary is anxious
to waintein close liaison with all UN orgens, but also with intergovernnental

organizations in the Region in the field of econonic and social developnent.




CHAPTER II

The 1974 Work Programme

(Substantive Activities)

2.1, The approach proposed in Chapter I can be applied only after a certain
‘period in order to enable the Secretariat to adjust to new priorities. The
implementation of the 1974 Work Programme, inherited from the past, is now in
progress. It is presented below, in an abbreviated form, for the information

of the Member States. A performance report on the activities of ECWA undertaken

in 1974 will be presented to the second Session of the Commission in early 1975.

2.2. Agriculture
A. Continuing projects and activities

2.2.1. Review of agricultural development in the twelve countries of
the Region. This review is done by the collection and analysis of all relevant

material and information concerning agricultural progress during the year.

2.3, Economic and Social Development, Policy and Planning

A. Continuing projects and activities

2.3.1. Review and appraisal of economic and social conditions and
developments. This project consists of annual reporting on current economic
conditions, of the first biennial survey of progress in achieving the Second
Development Decade objectives, and of the preliminary work for the mid-decade
survey (1975).

2.3.2. Substantive support to UN technical co-operation activities.
This service is provided to assist experts and Agencies of the UN System in
activities related to development planning and policies in the countries of

Region.

2.3.3. Advisory services in the field of statistics are made available

to Government and inter-govermmental regional institutions, at their request.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities

2.3.4. Regional Seminar on Manpower and Employment Planning. Work is
carried out in 1974 for this Seminar which is scheduled for April 1975 and which
aims at promoting concrete programmes required to induce a more rapid growth of

productive employment in the countries of the Region.

/...




2.4. Environment
A. Continuing projects and activities
2.4.1. Substantive support is provided to operational projects in the

field of human environment.

2.5. Human settlements

A. Continuing projects and activities
2.5.1. Substantive support is provided to UN technical co~operation

experts and projects in the field of human settlements throughout the Region.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities
2.5.2. With a view to assisting the Governments of the Region in
plenning and programming for the development of housing and building,
- a survey on housing is being prepared,

-~ a study on some aspects of housing and urban development
is being carried out,

- an expert group meeting on co-ordination of building
research is scheduled for 1974 to discuss alternative

housing techniques in line with low cost housing
requirenments.

2.6. Industrial development

A. Continuing projects and activities
2.6.1., Review and appraisal of progress in the menufacturing sector

consistent with the targets of the Second Development Decade.

2.6.2. Advisory services are made available to the Governments of the
Region to assist them in identifying, appraising and implementing industrial

development programmes and projects.

2.6.3. Problems and Requirements for Industrial Development in Selected
Countries of the ECWA Region. This is a promotional meeting between represen-
tatives of selected countries and donor countries and financial institutions in
the Region, as well as national and international organizations active in
industrial development in developing countries, for the exchange of views on
the development of industrial programmes and projects in the selected countries.

Preparation of specific projects is proceeding through staff missions to the

selected countries for discussion at the joint ECWA/UNIDO meeting scheduled for
October 1974. ' '
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2.6.4. Sectoral survey and expert group meeting on certain branches
of the food processing industries in the ECWA Region. This survey, which will
h cover vegetable oils, vegetable and fruit camning and sugar, will identify
problems facing these branches of the food processing industry in the various
i' countries of the Region for discussion at the meeting of national and inter-
" ---national experts scheduled for December 1974. This is a joint ECWA/UNIDO

activity.

2.7. Population

A. Continuing projects and activities
2.7.1. Advisory services to Governments and substantive support to UN
technical co-operation programmes are provided mainly to strengthen civil

registration systems and to organize population censuses and sample surveys.

2.7.2. 1In 1974, the following promotion and development of demographic
studies will be completed:

(a) Demographic characteristics of youth in Syria (in
co=-operation with UNICEF);

(v) Comparative study of fertility in Baabda hospital
and French Maternity (Beirut - Lebanon); and,

(c) Intra-Regional migration.

2.7.3. '"Population Bulletin of ECWA". 1Issues No. 7 and 8 will appear
in 1974.

2.7.4. Regional Research project and pilot survey. The following
activities are carried out under this item:

(a) Infant mortality survey in Damascus city (to be
completed in 1974);

. (b) Infant mortality survey in Beirut (to be completed
in 1975);

(¢c) Internal migration in Lebanon;
(d) Socio-demographic Survey in Sana'e; and,
(e) Socio~demographic Survey in five cities in Oman.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities

2.7.5. BExpert Group Meeting on Internal Migration. This meeting will

take place in Beirut in December 1974.
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2.8, Public Administration and Finorie

A. Continuing projects and activities
£.8.1. Substantive support to UN technical co-operation programues is

provided to all projects implemented in the countries of the Region.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities
2.8.2. Work is being undertaken in 1974 for a possible seminar on

computers planned for 1975.

2.9, Science and Technology

L. Continuing projects and activities
2.9.1. Efforts will be made to provide advisory services and substantive

support to Governments and to operational projects in the Region.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities
2.9.2. ECWA will follow up with the Governments of the Region on the
application of science and technology to development in order to determine their

interest in the regional plan of action.

2.10. Social Development

A. Continuing projects and activities
2.10.1. Advisory services and substantive support are provided respec-
tively to the Governments end to operational projects on social developunent in

the Region.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities
2.10.2. Preliminary work is being undertaken on the role of women in

national development in preparation for the 1975 Seninar on the subject.

2.11. Trade

A. Continuing projects and activities

2.11.1. Review and appraisal of developments in the external sector.
Relevant indicators on the level and structure of the overall trade and payments

of the ECWA countries will be updated.

2.11.2. Review and appraisal of developments in the field of trade

expansion and economic integration.

2.11.3. Advisory services to the Governments and to inter-governmental
regional organizations, and substantive support to UN technical co-operation

activities are provided.

/..
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2.12. Transport
A. Continuing projects and activities
.12.1. Advisory services in transport will become available to the

Governments of the Region as of July 1974, to assist them, upon request, in

improving the efficiency of their transport systeums.

B. Ad hoc projects and activities

2.12.2. A survey on transport problems in the ECWA Region will be
completed before the end of 1974.
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CIAPTER ITI
The 1975 work progranne

3.1. The programme classification proposed below is consistent with the
United Nations Programme budgeting system and with the classification used

by the Specialized Agencies in reporting to the Economic and Social Council.
The following programne areas are suggested as priority proposals (Group Ji
first priority; Group B: second priority) for consideration and approval by
Member States. Such a programme can only be implemented if financial resources

are made available and if staff can be recruited on tine.

3.2. Policy-making organs

It is anticipated that future annual sessions of the Commission will
be held in 1975 and in subsequent years for which adequate resources have to

be provided.

Under its terms of reference, the Commission nay establish subsidiary
bodies, as it deems appropriate, after discussion with any Specialized Agency
functioning in the same general field and with the approval of the Economic
and Social Council. For the purpose of planning the work load of the Secretariat,
it is assumed that a number of such subsidiary bodies may eventually be estab-
lished at the second session of the Commission, vhich will require adequate

servicing as from 1975.

3.3, Executive direction and management

The overall direction of the Secretariat of the Econonic Commission for
Western Asia is provided by the Office of the Executive Secrotary. This
programne category encompasses those efforts on the part of the Executive
Secretary and his immediate staff which are devoted to the implenentation of
the policy determined by the Member Stétes of the Comnission, the dircetion and
leadership of the staff, and the efficient nanagenent of the resources nade

available to the Commission.
The programne objectives are:
- to provide the proper interpretation of policies and the

direction needed to maximize the contribution of each ECWA
progrannc; '

/e
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- to co-ordinate, lead srl assoss the work done under each
programme within the purview of ECWA;

~ to follow closely on the major econonic and social develop~
ments in the Region;

- to ensure the effective and efficient utilization of resources
nade available to ECWA; and,

~ to co-ordinate the activities of the Secretariat of ECWA with
those of other United Nations organs and Specialized Agencies,
and to maintain close relations with the Governments participa-
ting in the work of the Commission.

Resources required: Professional and above: T2 m/m

Subgtantive activities

3.4.1. Continuing activities

This programme category enconpasses

— the activities aiming at keeping abreast with the develop~
ments in the countries of the Region in the fields faliing
within the competence of the Comnission;

- the reporting to United Nations Headquarters on nmany topics,
at the request of the Secretary-General, following up on the
General Assembly and EC0SOC Resolutions;

-~ the advisory services to be rendered, at their own request,
to the Governments of the Member States; and,

- the substantive support to operational activities undertaken
in the countries by the Specialized Agencies of the UN systen.

Resources required: Professional and above: 192 m/n

3.4.2. Ad hoc projects and studies

1. Priority 4
(a) Agriculture. The implementation of the work programne in

agriculture will be carried out in close co-operation with
FAO. The establishment of a joint Division ECWA/IKO is

under consideration.

3.4.2.1.,  Development of water resources

Justification. The scarcity or linited availability of water is a major

developuent constraint which faces, in verious degrees, all countries of
Western Asia. Increased water resources and more efficient water use is
a pre-requisite for any future developnent of the agricultural and indus-—

trial sectors, and is a necessity for the rapidly growing urban centres.

/...
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In the past two decades, wust countries of the Region have nade
- considerable, but piecemeal efforts to develop their systens of water
r3sources. A comprehensive approach to the planning and development
€ of water resources has been lacking. Throughout the world, there is
& growing awareness and concern about water problems. It seens obvious
that, unless urgent and significant action is taken in this field, the
Region will face a serious "water-gap" in not too distant o future, and
the full potential for the developnment of the ECWL Region nay not be

realized.

Objectives. The proposed project would study the following espects:
(a) Projections of demand for water in agriculture, industry and human

use until the year 1990 in all countries of the Region;

(b) Stock-taking of present and expected availability of surface and
underground water (including its quality), and planned water
resource development through non-conventional techniques (desali-

nation plants). The outlook for water availability in the 1990's.

(e) Ways and means of bridging the "water-gap" in 1990:

= ways and means to use nore efficiently water in the agri~
cultural sector;

- nmultipurpose water use (through recycling of water and
through agro-industrial conplexes);

- what to expect (technico~econonic approach) fron the new
technologies;

~ possible contributions of regional and sub-regional co-~
operation for bridging the gap;

- investigation of the possibility and usefulness of o Water
Resources Developnent Centre for Westarn Asio; and,

~ indication of an order of magnitude and priorities for the
investnent that nay be needed to cope with the problen,
using conventional znd non-conventional nethods.
Durztion. One year. Completion by end 1975.

Resources required. Professionnl 1 48 m/ﬁ

Consultants : 6 o/m
Research Assistants: 24 m/n

Travel : & ...

Remarks. Some elenents of the project will be used as g contribution
to the Worldwide Water Conference to be held in Buenos Aires, Argentine,

in 1977, and to a Regional Synposiun scheduled for end 1975.

[ene
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3.4.2.2. Incentives for acgcicrating cereals-livestock production:
a_short-tern approach to_the solution of the food deficit

Justification. The outlook for the world supply of cereals and animal

products is not very encouraging. In spite of a remarkable but a linited Y
success in sone countries of the Region, progress in cereals and livestock
production, on which the livelihood of the bulk of the farn population %
depends, has been discouragingly small. In general, food production in

Western Asia has not risen fast enough to support the increase in

population and to match the demand fronm rising per capita incomes. The

Region is already a nmajor importer of foodstuffs and the food deficit is

bound to widen steadily in the future.

Many factors are responsible for the present state of affairs, which
can be corrected only through a long-tern prograrmrie. However, inaediate
results can be obtained by providing more adequate incentives to farmers.
Until now, use of such incentives, as a component of agricultural policy,

hos received little attention in the countries of the Region.

Objectives. The proposed project consists of the study of the possibility
of introducing incentives, which nay have a positive impact in the short-
tern on the production of the cereals-livestock sector, by arriving at
appropriate relationships between wheat and barley, between cereals and
other cash crops, between cereals znd fodder crops, and between fodder

crops and meat and milk.

The study:

~ would be conducted on a country-by-country basis, leading to
a regional synthesis;

- would compile and evaluate up-to-date information on the feed
and forage production and the livestock resources, as well as
the plans and potentials for the developnent of the cerecls-
livestock industry; and,

- would attenpt at estimating present and future cereals-livestock
products' deficit in the Region.

The main ain of the study would be to give the Governnents of the
Region an indication of the policy alternntives for accelerating the

developnent of their cereals-livestock sectors in the short-teru.

Duration. One year (to be completed in 1975).

/...
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s /.
Resources required. TFrofesszov.l t 24 /o

Research Assistants: 18 n/n
Travel t§ ..

- 3 workshops (2-3 days each) at the national or
subregional level.

Renarks. (a) The findings of the study could be discussed at the neeting
of the FAO Near East Cormission for inimal Production and
Health, scheduled for .....

(b) This project nay be considered as a first phase (short-term
solution towards solving the food deficit) of a larger
project for 1976 and the following years on increasing food
production.

3.4.2.3. The intggrated rural developnent approach applied to projects
and to agricultural zones

Justification. Integrated rural development as an approach for the

developuent of the rural areas has gained inportance in the Region. In
fact, faced with the problem of rising rural unenployment and under-
employugnt, and the strong aspirations of the rural population to

| participate in the building of their countries, a new strategy euerged to

i help the rural communities escape fron econonic stagnation. The approach

‘ ains at drawing guidelines on integrating rural institution building with

1 increased productivity. Until now, efforts have been concentrated nainly
on the strategy and action at the national level, while relatively little
attention has been paid to the application of this approach to specific
agricultural zones or project areas. Measures for increasing productivity,
integrated with a purposeful programme of institution building (land
tenure, credit, extension work and marketing), and graduclly complenented

o, by factors such as technical innovations, input supply, processing, etec.

1 are the core of the approach to be applied to specific zones cnd project

| - areas, such as the Buphrates project (Syria), one of the major irrigation

projects in Iraq, the Al-Hassa project (Saudi irabiz), the Wadi Zabid

project in Yenen, the Ghor project in Jordan, etc.
Objectives. 1. To review and assess the strategy ond efforts for
integrated rural development at the national level.

2. To survey =nl assess the socio~econonic situation of the

farmers in selected areas of the ECWA Region.

/oo
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3. To foruulate a strategy for integrated rural develop~-
nent of the project area and to draw up a plan for implementing the

strategy.

4. To study the institutional problens of integrated rural
developnent of the project, including the relationships between the

project and the national institutions.
5. To assist in inplementing the proposed strategy for

the project area.

Duration. First phase (objectives 1 to 4): one year (1975)
Second phase(objective 5) : six nonths (1976)

Resources required. Professional : 36 m/m’

Research Assistants: 24 m/h

Travel L

Reuarks. The project will be implenmented in close collaboration with

the FAO Regional Office for the Near East, which is inplementing a

programne of integrated rural development ot the national level.
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b) Industry. The implementation of the work programmeuin industry
will be carried out in close cooperation with UNIDO.
The establishment of a joint Division ECWA/UNIDO ig

under consideration.
3.4.2.4 Development of the fertilizer industry.

Justification. Food production has failed to keep pace with world

demand and, in many developing countries, the low levels of consumption and
nutritional standards are adversely affecting their cconomic growth. A key
factor in rectifying this situation is to increase the production of ferti-
lizers. The projected world consumption of fertilizers in 1980 would be
double that of 1970 for developed countries and triple for developing

countries.

Objectives. In order to assist the countries of the ECWA Region in
coping with the need for the increased production of fertilizers, BCWA will
devote a good part of its programme in industry in 1975 to the assessment,
promotion and marketing of the productive capacities of fertilizers in the

Region,
To this end ECWA will:

a) undertake a survey of the productive capacity of the fertilizer
industry in the countries of the Region in relation to present and future
demand on the world markets (in the light of the joint FAO/UNIDO statement
on fertilizers at the Third Industrial Development Conference of Arab States
in Tripoli in April 1974);

b) organize a consultation and rlanning meeting with representatives
of member states, governmental and inter-governmental organizations in the
Region active in indusirial development, and UNIDO (or FAO/UNIDO Fertilizer
Industry Technical Advisory Group - if constituted) to review the state of
the fertilizer industiry, its future expansion and the rationalization and

coordination of productive capacities in the Region.

Tt is hoped that, as a result of these efforts, a plan of action
would evolve for guiding the future development of the fertilizer industry

in the Region.

[oes
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Duration One year. Completion by the end of 1975,
slesources required  Professional s 24 m/ﬁ
Consultants : 6 n/n

General Service : 12 m/b

Travel s 8 oeee

3e4.2.5 Industrial infrastructural development: manpower training

Justifications To speak of the availability of capital and the uti-

lization of natural resources for industrial develcpment, where there is a
lack of adequately trained and skilled personnel, is to overlook a serious
bottleneck to this development. The shortage of skilled personnel in the
ECWA Region is aggravated by the inefficient use of existing skills in the
managenent of human and material resources. Unless treated expeditiously and
effectively, this problem is bound to become progressively more acute with the
advances in industrialization of the countries of the Region, resulting from

increased flows of capital and its use in development projects.

The dimension and urgency of the problem, as well as the wide dis-
parity between the countries of the region in the availability of skilled
personnel, dictate an overall regional attack on this problem rather than
treating it piecemeal, or country by country. ECWA intends, therefore, to
investigate the possibilities for cooperative efforts in the field of indus-
trial training between the countries of the Region, or any number of then,
in cooperation with the activities of governmental and inter-governmental

organizations in the Region and of UNIDO, UNDP and other UN bodies.
Objectives. For this purpose ECWA wills

a) undertake a preliminary survey of industrial training facilities

and capabilities in the Regiong

b) carry consultations with the Governments and institutions in the

Region in the light of these findingss; and,

c) convenc a planning and promotion meeting of experts in the field,

government officials, representatives of governnental and inter-governmental

[ooe
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organizations active in the field of industry and its promotion, and of
UNIDO anc. UNDP, in order to draw up a coordinated approach to the needs
of industrial training in the Region and agree on appropriate specific

institutional arrangements to deal with these needs.

Duration One year. Completion by the end of 1975.
Regources required Professional s 12 m/h

Research Assistants : 6 n/n

Travel t % ...
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¢) Natural resources and energy

3.4.2.6 A strategy for action on alternative uses of oil,

Justification. The countries of the TCWA Region are endcued with

a substantial part of the world reserves of cil, which at present is uainly
consumed as fuel. The latter does nct represent a maximization of the economic
value of oil which can be put to more remunerative uses. 0il can be processed
into fertilizers, petrochemicals, synthetic protein, pharmaceuticals, cic.
Moreover, in the long-term, the economic importance of oil as a fuel nay dcorease.
Indeed, the western world is already engaged in a major search effort for alter—
native sources of energy, particularly after recent developments in the oil
situation. It is of crucial impcrtance that the oil-rich countries of thce LCHA
Region consider a strategy designed to enccurage the processing of thc " raw
material® oil into products other than fuel in gradually increasing proportions
and that the Governments of LCWA fully participate in the establishment and ex-

pansion of these industries in the ECWA Region and in other regions cf the vorld.

Objectives.

1. To assess the present end-uses of oil in the world (by regions).

2. To assess the medium- and long-term outlcok for the usc of oil
as a raw material for industrial and agricultural development (the uses other than
fuels) in the ECWA Region and the other regions of the world.

3. To definc and study the ways ond means for implementing o strategy
designed to enccurage the use of o0il as a "raw material' for industrial ond ogri-
cultural development (optimal end-use allocation of oil).

4. To study the modalities for, end feasibility of, establishing
such industries in the ECWA Region, joint ventures in this field in other developed
or develeping countries, cte. and the ways and means of participating in the deve-

lopment of these irdustrics and in the coordinetion action needed.

Duration In 1975. First phase (objectives 1,2 and 3)
In 1976. Second phase (objective 4)

Resources required.

30 m/m

Rescarch Assistants ¢ 24 m/ﬁ

Professional

Travel TR TP /
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3.4.2.7 Regional Co—-operation in the Development of Mineral Resources

Justificaticn. In their efforts to diversify their economnies, the

Governments cf the ECWA Region have nct yet taken full advantage of the poctential-
ities resulting from the development of their mineral resources. The present
piecemeal approach to mineral exploration stands to goin enormcusly from & compre-
hensive, integrated and regional apprcach. It is indced necessary to proceed by
utilizing the mest modern techniques of phetogeolegy, geophysics, geochoeniptry
and the like in mineral exploitaticn , and endecavour to establish or strongthen
the relevant infrastructure cf naticnal and regional services and acccleratc the

process of training in the required fields.
Objéctives.

1. To survey the situaticon pertaining to the development of mineral

resources in the countries of the Regicn.

2. To assist in the improvement of mining codes or legislation and
the establishment cf the institutional frameworl: for mincral resourccs dcevelopment.

3. To study the pcssibilities for regiocnal co-cperation, narticu~
larly through the establishment of a Regicnal Mineral Resources Development Insti-
tute. The training o¢f local technical personnel and participaticn in the develop-

ment of mineral resources, through basic mepping and systematic exploratiocn, would

be among the major objectives of the Institue.
Duration. One yeaor (1975)

Rescurces required.

o

18 m/m
6 m/m
Research Assistants 1 12 m/m

Professicnal

Ccnsultants

Travel : HEE R

Remarks. Co-operaticn cof the Natural Resources and Transpert Divisicn

(UN New York) will be sought. ECWA will continuc to assist in this project in

subsequent years.




d) Public rdninistrotion and finonce

3.4.2,8 Tr-ining programme in Public Fincnce and Development
AMpinistration.

Justificotion. The opp.rent lack of adequately skilled cadres in ‘l

in the field of public finance in the People's Democratic Repﬁblic of Yemen,
the Sultancte of Omen and the Yemen /rob Republic hes been o serious bottle—
neck in the running of government mechinery ond in the implementotion of
public progrommes. The present nature of fiscal ond financial institutions
makes it necessary thot recl efforts be made to upgrade high-ronking
officinls, 28 well os lower cadrcs, responsible in the field of public

finonce.

Vhile troining for senior officials could be organized more
efficiently in Beirut, the t..sk of truining lower cadres could best be
accomplished with the help of country-bosed troining progrommes especinlly

cilored to fit loczl needs. Consultctions vith the Governments concerned
will determine the most immedicte problems to be teockled in these loeal
programmes. lore cttention vwill be devoted in these progrommes to opera—
tional activities which help carry out the decisions token, nonely, in

the field of tox implementotion cnd tox cdministration, budget exccution,

governuent cnd public enterprise sccounts, and cuditing.

Objectives. The proposed project would:

~ provide for holding in Beirut a training session in 1975 in
the context of the troining progrommes, initicted in 1973, cnd cddressed
esgentially to high-ronking officicls in vositions of regponsibility in
their respcctive countries. These troining progrommes have been providing
courses which (a) enphesize the fundementols of the different subjects
offered in the progromme for the purpose of giving the participants o
broad knowledge of public finonce cnd its relotionship to other disciplines;
(b) stress the development of the participants' knowledge in the ficlds of
direct relevance to their work; cond, (c¢) underline the practical aspects of
the troining, without losing sight of the acadenic content:

~ provide for holding loc2lly in the countries concerned troining
programmes, with o view to tackling concrete cspecty of incdequacies in

ekills, as felt by the governments, -t lower echelons of the administrative

[ens
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3.4.2.7 Regional Co-operaticn in the Development of Mineral Resources

’ Justification. In their efforts to diversify their econonies, the

Governments cf the ECWA Region have nct yet token full advantage of the pctential-
ities resulting from the development of their mineral resources. The prescnt

piecemeal approach to mineral exploration stands to gain enormcusly from 2 compre-

hensgive, integrated and regional apprcach. It is indeed necessary to procced by
utilizing the most modern techniques of photegeoclegy, geophysies, geoclheniptry

and the like in mineral exploitaticn , and endcavour to establish or stroengthen
the relevant infrastructure ¢f naticnal and regional services and accclerats the

process of training in the recuired fields.
Objéctives.

1. To survey the situaticn pertaining to the development of mineral

resources in the countries of the Regicn.

2. To assist in the improvement of mining codes cor legislation and

the establishment cf the institutional framework for mineral resourccs development.

3. To study the possibilities for regicnal co-cperation; narticu-
larly through the establishment of a Regioconal Mineral Resources Development Insti-
tute. The training of local technical personnel and participation in the develop-
ment of mineral rescurces, through basic mepping and systematic exploraticn, would

be among the major objectives of the Institue.
Duration. One year (1975)

Rescurces regquired.

Professicnal

18 m/m
Ccnsultants : 6 m/m
Research Assistants : 12 n/m

Travel . - 2N

§ Remarks. Co-operaticn of the Natural Resources and Transpcert Divisicn

(UN New Ycrk) will be sought. ECWA will continuc to assist in this project in

‘ subsequent years.
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mochinery.  Consultotions with governuents will determine arecs of emphosis

in each loccl training progromne.

(=) The treining progromaes are conceived ~s o continuing ECVA
activity until an adequote chdre, in nunber -a well os in quolity, hos been

constituted in the countrics concerned.

(b) The Regional Project for Public Finrnce and .dministrotion
(PROPFAD), vhich is decentr-lized to ECTA, will be responsible for this
troining progromme within the stonding terms of reference and present

fincneing fron the UN Reguler Progronne.

3.4.2.9. Regionel finonei 'l resources: prospects ond uses

Justification: .o o result of the recent developnents in the

world oil situstion, the oil-producing countrics in the ECU. Region nre
expected to derive vast revenues fron their oil exports. The utilizotion
of these lorge resources poses certrin greve problens, both withdin and
outside the EC'L. Region. It is, therefore, of crucinl inportance thot
these finoneicl resources be put to productive use, with the help of
existing or newly creoted ncotionsl ond regional institutions snd in
cssocintion with intern~tionsl fincneisl institutions, to Pronote o nore
£ well as other .radb

~nd developing countries, within the fronevork of ¢ st~ble internctioncl

ropid development of the countries of Vestern Laie,

(‘J

econoriic order -~nd monetnry systern.

Objectives.
1. ..sscss the prospects for the -ccumulntion of finoneicl re-
sources in the Region over the ncext 10 to 15 ye~rs, tcking into :ccount

existing ~nd relev~nt new studies.

2. Exzplore ltern~tive uses of rogion~l fincneinl resources in
the ECVL Region, in the light of inveotment opportunitics in both capitnl~
surplus ~nd crpitel-deficit countries in the Region, nd the use of excoss
funds in other ;r*b countries, developing countries, ~nd in indus striclized

countrica; ond,

/v
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3. Investigote cppropricte chonnels for the efficient use of
these fin~necirl resources, through - ¢ reful study of existing nationnl,
regionnrl ~nd intern-tional finineinl ingtitutions, nd by exploring
possibilities for further co-oper-tion ~nd co-ordinntion of their cetivi-

ties, ond the estoblischment of new institutions vhenever necessary.

Durction: one year; to be completed in 1975.
Resources required: Professionnl : 24 m/n
Consultants : 6nm/m

Reserrch lssistonts ¢ 12 mﬁn

[ons
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e) Economic development

344.3,0 Cooperation with existing institutions in the Region

Justification Regional cooperation has often been recognized as
a strategic factor for the development of the countries in the Region., All the
potentialities have not been explored yet and there is plenty c¢f room for co~
operative efforts designed to meke better use of existing facilities, to take
advantage of regional complementarities and to secure economies of scale for

productive investment,

Actually, the spirit of cooperation is very much alive in the Region,
Not only the United Nations system (including ECWA), but many inter-governmental
and non-governmental organizations are also actively engaged in the economic and

social development of the Region,

In a situation like this, it is of utmost importance to coordinate
activities, with a view to securing maximum use of scarce resources and avoiding,

wherever possible, duplication and overlapping of work in the Region,

Objectives The proposed project would include:

~ the preparation of an up-to-~date register of 211
existing organizations and institutions (local, sub-~
regional and regional, as well as inter-governmental and
non-governmental, some of them located outside the ter-
ritorialljurisdiction of ECWA) engaged or interested
in economic and social development activities of the

Region,

~ A survey of the relatively more important among such
organizations and institutions in terms of their aims and
objectives, organizations and functions, institutional

associations with other agencies, etc,

- An analysis of the work programme of these organizations

and institutions with a view to:

a) assisting and strengthening them in the discharge of their res-
ponsibilities;
b) creating new instititions and facilities where warranted; and,

c) undertaking joint action programmes, with ECWA participation,

oo
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Duration Ome year (1975),

desources required Professional: 12 m/m

Research Assistants : 6 m/m

“Th @
Travel : U eooe

3e4.3.1 Establishment of an ECWA Documentation Centre

Justification There is no denial that scientific research can be a

nost effective instrument in promoting economic and social progress in the
countries of Western Asia., A serious handicap to the application of research to
the solution of the Region's development problems has been accessibility to re-
levant information, Socio-cconomic information on the countries of Western Asia
is not only deficient with respect to coverage and quality, but perhpas more
seriously it is, quite often, not readily accessiblae to the research worker,
whether he is an academician, a government official or an international expert,
In a broader sense, the question of access to information extends to embrace

the results of theoretical and applied research in other parts of the world that
coilld or should be brought to bear on solving the problems of the Region, ECWA,
by virtue of the links it has with the countries of the Region, the academic

and private research institutions, and the international community at large,is
in a position to take initiative in this respect and establish a Documentation
Centre in support of research activities on the problems of the Region to serve

all concerned with the promotion of development in Western Asisa.

Objectives The proposed project would

i e it et

~ involve collecting, classifying and storing selected kinds of
information and documentation which could serve to promote a
better understanding of the Region's problems and contribute to
their satisfactory solution (including factual information, re-
ference works and relevant results of theoretical and applied
research emanating from private public and international sources
from within and outside the Region)} and,

- provide a variety of services (including research abstracts, biblio~-

graphies, copies, etc,,) based on the Centre's collection of

[eon
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documentation.and make its facilities available to n selective but

“ world wide audience,
- To the extent possible, the Centre's documentation will be mede
available in Arabic, English and French.
Durction One year, Compleition of the first phase by the end of
1975.

Resources Required Professionnl ¢ 12 n/n
v Travel ¢ L S

Remorks The objectives of the project are to be realized over a
period of several years, extending into 1980, with 1975 representing the first
phase znd involving preparatory activities relating to the establishment of the

Centre,

Jugtification Efforts at economic co—bperation among the countries

344.3.2 Regional co-operation for the promotion of tourism
of the Region have, in the past, been mainly concentrated in traditional areas
of trade and industry. For various: reasons, these efforts have had only limited
successes, While such efforts need to be intemsified in order to find nore
workable arrangements, other areas of co-operation should be seriously explored,
A potentially promising field in this respect is tourism, While tourism has been
of real economic significance for only one oriwo countries in the Region (Lebanon
and, to a lesser extent, Jordan), its full potentiality in these two countries,
and in the rest of the Region, remains to be explored and exploited, This
| potentiality is likely to be put to best use through close co-operation bet-
ween the intcrested countries, given the rich and diversified touristic endowns .
- ments of the Region and the availability of other relevant complementarities

(entrepreneurship and finance),

In co-operation with international, regional and national bodies (both
, private and public) which are active in the field of tourism, ECWAl's efforts could
be usefully directed towards assisting the countries of the Region in identifying

possibilities and suggesting modalities of co-operation and investment (offering

/ooo
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o bundle of touristic services), and in helping to bring about the necessary col-
lective endorsement and action, A start in this direction would involve Jordan,
Lebanoh and Syria, Subsequently, Irag could be added to form, with these three
countries, a larger touristic sub-region., In addition, possibilities for co-
operation in the field of tourism, involving other countries in the Region, would
be explored, particularly between the people's Democratic Republic of Yemen and

the Yemen Arab Republic.,

Objectives The proposed project would:

~ Study the present situation of tourism in the Region, with o special

enphosis on co-operative aspects;

~ Formulate action~oriented proposals for the most promising areas of
co—operation, and indicate feasibility studies to be undertaken which

could eventually lead to actual investment; and,

~ Define the most appropriate modalities of co~operation and neans of
financing, with a special emphasis placed on possiblities of

leunching joint ventures involving specific countries and based on

a social cost benefit analysis, taking into consideration the op~-

portunity cost of investing in tourism.

Duration One year (to be completed by the emd of;1975)

Resourceg Required Professional ¢ 12 m/h
Consultants : 6 m/m

Research Assistants : 24 m/h

Travel R P
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Zebde3e3 The brain-drain problem: causes, consequences and renedies

Justification Among the more serious handicaps to accelerating the

pace of econonmic and social progress in countries of Western Asia is the inam=
dequacy of human skills permecting all aspects of life. It is perhaps not an
exaggeration to say that the Region's scarcest resource lies in its trained and
tolented people, The impact of this constraint will be increasingly felt as
savings and foreign exchange resources rapidly accunmulate in the Region, as a

result of recent development on the oil scene.

While the problem of skills could be traced to the present state of
developnent in the Region, the constant outflow of talent outside the Region, or
what may be referred to as the "brain-~drain" process, has had o detrimental effect
in this respect. Present conditions in the Region require .that something should
be done to remedy this situation. ECWA could and should take the initiative to
study the causes .ond consequences of this "braind-drain", and develop programmes
designed to lessen from its intensity and hopefully reverse the trend in the
future.

Objectives The proposed project would: "

- Initiate o study of the present situation, with o special enphasis
on the compilation of comprehensive information on academic qualifica~-
tions, occupation, nmotivation behind emigration or residence abroad,
etc., on nationsl of the countries of Western Asia which work and
reside abroad, and conpare the findings with the kind of skills and

talents in demand in the Region;

-~ Bxzomine the underlying causes of the outward nigration of skills and
talents and formulate policy-oriented proposals, with o view to

reducing and ultimately reversing the direction of the flow; and,

- conzsider ways and means of moking use of the services of Arab
talent residing abroad in order to further the cause of develop~

ment in the Region.

Duration One year (to be completed by the mnd of 1975).

« &

Resources required: Professional : 12 n/n
Consultants 3 4 m/m
Research Assistonts: 12 m/m
Travel $

[ooe
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f) Social development

3.4.3.4 Social factors in productivity

Justification. Productivity in agriculture, industry, and

other sectors have reached only sub-potentizl levels throughout the ECWA
Region. Low productivity in the various sectors is, to a great extent,
associated with various social and human factors which, in some cases, impede
progress. Acceptance of new technigques, systens and developuent instruments
is closely related with social and human values, particularly so in sectors,
like agriculture, where production is chiefly dependent on private initiative.
Measures to obtain greater productivity have often been applied without
adequate regard to their possible impact on the social environunent, resulting
very often only in marginal returns., The process of modernization and social
change as well as econonic growth are directly related to social attitudes

and values,

Objectives. The project would be composed of the following

components:

a) Identification of social factors impeding increased produc-
tivity in selected socio~economic scctors with particular reference to agri=-

culture, and industry.

b) Identification of traditional social and cultural factors
 which have functioned positively with regard to progress, with particular

reference to agriculture, and industry.
c) Survey of standing policics relevant to this issue.

d) Fornulation of recommendations for appropriate social

policies ainming at increasing productivity.
Duration. One year. Completion by the end of 1975,

Resources required:

Professionals 24 n/n
Consultants: 3 n/n

Research Assistants: 12 m/m

Travel: $oee




3,4,3.5 Urban slums

Justification. Marginal human settlements (slums and shanty

towns) constitute sizable proportions of the total city population of umany
cities in the ECWA Region. It can be assuned, taking into account the typical
demographic characteristics of such settlements, that sluam populations will
growv excessively. Hence, marginal hunan settlements may easily beconme the
najor ports of large-sized cities in terms of urban patterns, iiving conditions
and environment if present approaches towards such settlements are to be

pursued, while intra~city inequalities will be further accentuated.

Objectives. The proposed project will consist of the following

conponents:

a) Determination of the existing marginal urban sctflements

within selected countries of the ECHA Regiong

b) Analysis of the factors leading to the formation of such

narginal urban settlements;

¢) Projections of growth of such settlements in relation to
total city population under present policies;
d) Survey of present approaches used for the golution of urban

narginal settlements;

e) Develop, on the basis of the foregoing conporents, new and
alternative developnent approaches, progrannes and policy recomnendations for
the inprovement of urban narginal settlenents, including investument require-

nents.
Duration. One year. Completion by the end of 1975.

Resources required:”

Professionals ‘ 36 n/n
Consultants: 3 m/m
Research Assistants: 18 m/m

Travel: X N

Remérgs. Hlenents of the project will constitute the prepara-
tion for an ECWA Regional Conference on Human Settlements to be held early in
1976 in preparation for the UN Conference Exposition on Hunan Scttlements

scheduled to be held in Vancouver, Canada, from 31 May to 11 June 1976.

/oo
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3.4.3.6 Children and youth in national developnent

Justification. Children and youth constitute in almost all

ECWA countries nearly 50 per cent of the total population., Although tremen~—
dous progress has been uade with the establishment of selected services for
children, nowhere has a conprehensive long-tern developnent policy and plan .
been formulated for the formation of the adult generations of tomorrow. The

present younger generation is confronting developunent planners with a great

nunber of problems calling for attention and solution. . Increasing youth

uncnployment, greater outputs of educational systens, marginelly educated youth
resulting fron and in high drop-out rates and linited opportunities for further
practical education and training and the need for social integration of special

groups like Jjuveniles, handicapped, etc. are major questions facing policy

nakers of today.

Objectives. The project will be composed of the following

components:

a) A status report (assessment) on the present facilities and
policies dealing with the preparation of the younger gensration with particular
reference to unenployed youth, out-of-school youth and special youth groups

(including services for young workers).

b) A survey of the trends with regard to unemployed youth, out-

of-school and special youth groups including projections.

c) A developrent prograrme for children and youth in selected
ECWA countries including policy recommendations for greater social integration

and participation.
Durction. One year ending 1975.

Resources required:

Professicnal: 12 m/m
Rescarch Assistants: 18 n/n

Travel: $ e

Reuerks. The project will provide the working papers for the
Second Conference on Children and Youth in HNational Developuent to be held late

in 1975 under the joint auspices of UNICEF, the Arab League and ECWA.

/...
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3.4.3.7 The role of women in national developuent

Jugstification. The problems of social integration of national

societies in the ECVWA Region are particularly reflected in the status and role
of women in the developnent process. Factors like political and legislative
reforn (voting rights and new personal status laws), wider educational oppor-
tunities for girls, industrislization and urbanization with their accompanying
nodernizaetion processes (involving eixployment) are basic sectors to be taken
into account in this connexion. Educational opportunities for particular

types of education arc still linited and fenale activity rates in the labour
force are still extrenely low throughout the ECWA Region. Hence, the nobiliza-
tion of wonen for develomizent denands a substantial acceleration of the social

integration processes in all ECWA countries.

Objectives. After the initial assessnent of the role of wonen
in developnent, to be completed by ECYA during 1974, the proposed study will

consist of the following conponents:

a) A survey of the factors determining the access of girls to

education with particular reference to the cost of education.

b) A survey of the factors deteruining the access of womuen to
euploynent including the relationships betwcen the salary and wage structure and

the activity rate of wonen.

c) An enalysis of the relationship between the status of women

in relation to population growth (family planning, fertility).

d) An analysis of the role of women in developnent in relation

to the legal status of wonen.

e) Formuiation of policy rccounendations for the accelerated
integration of wouen in educaticn and enploynent and the services required

in this regard.
Duration. One year ending 1975.

Resources required:

Professional s 24 n/u
Consultants: 3 m/m
Rescarch Assistants: 12 m/m

Travel: $ ...

/...




- 36 -

Renarks. The project will forn the preparatory work for a
Regional Seninar on the Role of Women in National Developnient to be crganized
under the euspices of ECWA in September 1975 within the context of the
International Women's Year (1975). iz part of the overall preparation for this
Seninar, ECWA countries may wish to develop special programmes for use by
their nass redia, concentrating on the importance of the role of wouen in

national developuent.
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344.3.8 Conparative study of main structural characteristics of

population in the ECWA Region,

Justification The results of the 1970 round of population censuses

taken in the region have been, or will be, published soon., By 1975, other data
will have becone available from Besearch and other empirical surveys carried
out in the region, Based on these data, ECWA will prepare a comparative study

on nain structural characteristics of population in the ECWA Region.

Objective The objective of this study is to provide a picture of the
denographic situation and geographic distribution of the population in countries
of the region, It will represent a basic document showing the main population
parameters to be used in economic and social planning. It will also provide
the workers in the field of population study and research with o systematic
methodology of analysis and data on the structural characteristics of the popula-

tion in countries of the region.

Duration This project will start early in 1975 and will be completed
in 1976, ‘

Resources needed: Professional H 24 n/n
General Service : 12 n/n
Travel : S ..

3.4.3,9 Evolution of cities of 100,000 inhabitants and more in the Region,

Justification More countries in the lMiddle East have been experiencing

high rates of rural-urban migration, It is an established fact that the expansion
of Arob cities and towns is due, to a large extent, to migration as well as to

the natural increase in population. An attempt will be made to analyze the pat-
tern of migration in cities of 100,000 inhabitants and over, with a view td

forecasting the margin of evolution for the next ten or twenty years.

Objective The project aims at studying the demographic characteristics
of the cities of 100,000 inhabitants and over and to calculate’. projections for
the next twenty years, The project also aims at investigating the extent of
migration into the cities and its consequences on urbanization in order to pro-

vide policy guidelines,

Duration The project will start in 1975 and will be completed in 1976,
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Resources Requested Professional : 12 man/mdnths
General Service * 12 man/months
Travel : 3

3e444.0 Inter-relation between Population and Economic Growth:

The Study of Demographic and Economic Investuent in Iraq.

Justification During 1972-1973, a consultant prepared for UNESOB a

| study on Demographic and Economic Investment - in the case of Syria, This study

: included the following three sections: (1) a discussion of Professor Sauvy's
definition of the conept of demographic and econonic investments; (2) o review

of the method used; and, (3) an evaluation of the demographic investnent in Syria,
Buring the First Regionzl Population Conferance of ECWA, a recommendation was
nade to widen the scope of this study to include other countries in the region,
and to explore more systeuwatically the complexity of relations that exist bet-

ween demographic and econonic factors in the developnent process.

Objective The project ains at studying the inpact of econOmic and
social investment on population trends and structire in Iraq and the imverse

relationship.

Duration One yecar, (February 1975 to February 1976).

Remarks UNFPA funding will be requested. In 1975, 10 m/m of consultant ,

2 m/flof professicnalandJQm/m of general service will be needed for this project,

3,4.4,1 Socio-Dermographic Survey of five cities in the Sultanate

of Onman, (Muécat, Mutrah, Mizwa, Sohar and Sur).

Justification The Government of Ouan is fully aware that reliable
demographic data are essential for their planning exorcise, No census of popula
tion has ever been token, various estimates of population are currently discussed,
ranging fron 500,000 to 1,500,000. The Governmenf is planning to take a popula-

tion census as soon as possible in order to be able to produce a development plan

for the country and a master plen for the capital, As part of the preparatory
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work for the census, it is felt that a socio~-demographic survey on a pilot
basis should be organized jointly by the Governnent of Oman and ECWA. This
survey could provide the necessary basic infornation for planning and would
serve as a training exercise for the census, and for estimating its costs and

personnel requirenents,

Objectives The survey ains at providing the necessary basic inforna~
tion for planning on the volume, strucutre, socio-economic characteristics and
couponents of the population of the five cities., In addition, the survey ainms

at providing information on housing characteristics and needs,
Durntion Two years. (June 1974 to June 1976).,

Regources Requestes UNFPA share 65,400 US dollars, governuent share
14,400 US dollars. In 1975, 10 m/m of professional and 2 u/m of General Service
will be needed for this project.

Remarks ECWA will try to co-ordinate this survey with the FAO Econonic
Parn Survey. '
3,4.4.2 Migration survey in mojor cities in the United Arab Enirates

and Kuwait,

Justification In the Gulf States and Enirates, large proportions of
the population consists of expatriates, The situation is particularly inmportant
in Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, where the natives of these two countries
consist of less than 50 per cent of the total population in each. Both Govern~
nents are very keen to encourage econonic growth by pernitting the expatriates
to work freely but to the point of not losing the identify of the country. Both
Governnents are interested in undertaking a..pilot survey on nigration to determine
the size, sex, age, nationality, marital status, occupation, level of education,
place and duration of residence and other characteristics of the nigrants. The
findings will help national govermnents in fornulating the necessary population

policies,
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Objectives The project aims at deternining the causes and effects of
nigration, with a special enphasis on the novement of educationally qualified

persons anong the countries of the region, ‘
Duration Two years. (June 1975 to June 1977). -

Resources requested In 1975, 12 n/n of Professional and 10 n/m of

General service,

Remorks This project will be prepared and presented to UNFPA around

3,4.4.3 Infant Mortality Survey in Bahgdad (Irag).

Justification During the period 1971-1973, two surveys on infant and
childhood nortality were carried out successfully in Danascus (Syria) and Beirut
(Lebanon)., The First Regional Population Conference recommended that such surveys

should also be undertaken in other cities in the region.

Objective The objective of the survey is to determine the level and
pattern of infont and childhood mortality, to explore and anclyze the dif-
forentials cccording to such criteria as education, occupation, income, etc, and
to investigote the role of environnental practices concerning the care and

nursing of infants and young children,
Duration Two years. (June 1975 to June 1977).

Regources required Funding for this project will be requested fron the
UNFPA, In 1975, 10 n/n of professional and 5 m/m of general service will be

put on this project.

o - 3ededed Socio-Denographic Survey of Hadeida and Taez in the Yemen Arab

Republic

Justification In 1972, o socio-~denographic survey was Jointly
inplemented by UNESOB and the Government of the Yemen Arab Republic in order

1o obtain demographic data for planning, This survey was considered as a pilot
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exercise for the census and for estinating its requirenents, The census is now
underwvay., The Governnent of the Yemen Arab Bepublic is very keen to underake
the sane type of survey in Hodeida and Taez; the two najor towns in the country

for the purpose of obtaining denographic data.

Objectives
The project nins at providing infornation on the volume, structure,

socio~econonic characteristics and the components of the population growth of
these two cities, The results of this survey will also be used to determine the

population of both cities.
Duration Two years. (September 1974 to September 1976).

Resources reguested UNFPA funding will be requested for the inplenenta-
tion of this project. In 1975, 6 n/n of Professional and 10 n/n of General
Service will be put on this project,

Renarks A nission from ECWA will soon visit the Yemen Arab Republic

to finalize a project request and present it to the UNFPA,

3ebed.5 Techniques of evaluating denographic parameters fronm

defective demographic data,

a) Regional Seninar

b) Regional Training Course

Justification The need for demographic datc is beconing increasingly

necessary to neasure paraneters, due to the fact that nost countries of the
region are planning for econonic and social developuent. Unfortunately, the
basic data are actually often lacking or, if they exist, they are of poor
quality, Therefore, it is o necessity to review 2ll nethods allowing an

estination of the denographic parameters with the available data,

Objective The objective of this project is to review and cnalyze the
techniques to evalunte the demographic paraneters fron defective demographic data
provided by censuses or surveys and to acquaint denographers and other research

workers in the region with such techniques.
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Duration The seminar will be held for six days in June 1975. The

troining course will be held for six weeks in October/November 1975, &

Resources rcguired  Funding for this project will be requested fron J

the UNFPA, The technical work of preparation will require 14 n/n of Professional
and 6 m/n of General Service, The services of one consultant for three nonths

and two lecturers will be needed for six weeks during the regional training coursee,

3¢44446 Population Bulletin

Justification Based on the recommendations of the various Expert

Group Meetings that were convened under the auspices of the United Nations, the
first issue of the Population Bulletin was published in June 1971, Thereafter,
issues No.2 to0 6 were published on the basis of two issues o year in January
and July, respectively, In 1974, issues nunber 7 and 8 will be published, In
addition, considerations are being given to issuing a special issue in 1974 in
observance of theWorld Population Year, In 1975, two issues will be published,
Also, in 1975, ‘the Bulletin will be published in Arabic, in addition to English,

Objective The basic objective is to raise the level of awareness and
understanding of the population problems anong govermment officials, professionals
and scientists, as well as the general public in the various countries served by

ECUA, The Arabic version of the Bulletin will help to achieve this objective,
Duration The two issues will be published in 1975,

Budget The project will be financed by UNFPA, In 1975, 12 u/u of

Professional and 4/n/n/ of General Service will be put on this project. In

addition, 6 n/n of a professional translator (English/Arabic) will be needed,
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2. Priority B

(2 ~) Science ~nd technology

3.4.4.7 Inter-University cooperntion for the prouotion cnd

disscninction of technie~l inform-tion and findings

of applied resecrch

Justific~tion. The ~pplicction of operntional resecrch to the

solution of development problems hos not yet trken roots in the countries

of Vestern .sic. In~dequate enphrsis, at all levels, on the necessity ~nd
utility of rese:rch is reflected in the gener~l lack of bre~dth ond depth
of rese~rch underlying dovelopment efforts. This ~ttitude ie nlso
reflected in the little ~nd sporcdic inter-cction, in the arca of e¢xchin-
ging technic-l inforn~tion nnd the results of ~pplield reserrch, between
universities ~nd rese~rch institutions ot the inter-regionsl ~nd intra-
regionzl. level.

sction could be initirted to encournge the flow of informction
botween the universities of the Region, on the one hrnd, ond between these
universities ~nd outside universities, on the other hend, thus encouraging
cooper~tive efforts in operctioncl rese~rch. The ultincte ~im of such an
ende~vour should be the cre~tion of favourcble conditions for undertclking
~nd cpplying the findings of zerious rese~rch by Arab scholars, toking
~dvantage of the creas of strength of n~tionnl universities .nd providing
opportunities for foreign scholars to bring their czpertise to benr on the
developuent problens of the Region.
Objcctives. The proposed projcet would:

- survey the existing structure of locrl universities, with =
viev to determining arccs of strength ~ond fieclds of speci:l interest;

- study the potentinlities of these universities, o8 revecled
in their plons of growth; ond,

- formulote proposcls cnd define nodslities for cooperation in

operationnl reseorch cnd exchonge of informction involving the universities

in the Region and outside universities.
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The basic aim shculd be to agree ultimately on a list of well-
defined research prcjects and establish a system of research distributicn,
visiting prcfessorships, and fellowships for bright graduates to the lccal
universities for participaticn in such projects, and to werk ocut arrangements
to enable foreign universities to participate in these research effcris

through visiting professors and fellows.
Duration. One year (to be completed by the end of 1975).

Rescurces required. Professicnal : 12 w/m

Consultants : 6 n/m

Research Assistants : 12 m/m

Remarks. 1. To develcp real interest in this project, a scminar
could be held in 1976 in crder to bring together university scholars (both
from the Regicn and from cutside) to study the findings and reccmmend specific

and operatiocnally useful acticns.

2. This project will be implemented in consultaticn,

and eventuelly in cc-operation, with the interested specialized agencles

of the United Nations.
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Supporting services

3.5.1. Management of technical co-operation activities

This programme is mainly concerned with the management and
speedy implementation of technical assistance projects assigacd to
ECWA for execution. ECWA is regponsible for technical assistance
projects of a regicnal nature designed for the general benefit of
the countries in Western Asia as a whcle. In view of the special
needs and requirements of the least developed of the develcping
countries in the region, ECWA wishes to asgsist in lecating and ob-
teining additional Tesources to finance specific projects which ney

be requested by those countries.

Resources required Professional : 24 m/m

TraVel H $ sev e

3.5.2. Administrative, conference services and common servicces

Under this programme, ECWA would have available to it, to
assist in achieving the substantive programic objectives established
and approved by members of the Commission, a range of importont and

essential services:

i. administrative services, such asg budget, finance, lugnl

affairs, personnel management and protocols

ii, common services which, during the initisl phase of iClilL's
programme development, would comprise information and library cervices.
Beth activities are essential to the efficient functicning of the
Commission and alsc to making available to¢ Members of the Commissicn
relevant informaticn about the activities of the Commission and its

Secretoriat. The establishment of n nodern Documentation Centre hag

been dealt with above, as a separate project in paragraph 3.4.3.2,
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iii. conference and general services fcr servicing conferences
and meetings as approved by Members of the Commissicn in its calendar i
cf meetings. This includes, in particular,; translation, editing,
reproducticn and distribution of documentotion, interpretation scrvices,
essential house-keeping, maintenance and repairs of furniture, fixtures

and equipment.

The desirable level of staff resources will be built up
over a period of three years (1975, 1976 and 1977) with a total of

32 professionals and 100 general service at the end of the period.

Resources required (in 1975) Professicnal s 240 m/m

General Service : 720 m/m

Summary of resource requirements for 1975 Prof;ssional
m/m

Policy-making organs » -
Executive Direction and Management 72
Substantive activities
i. continuing activities 192
ii. Ad hoc prcjects and studies (priocrity A) 432

Suppocrting services 240
Total 36

In view of the decisicn of the General Assembly at its twenity-cight
session regarding the resources for the prcgramme budget of the ilco-
nomic Commissicn fcr Western Asia, specifically based upon the consi-=
deraticn of that programme budget by the Advis ry Committee on Adininis—
trative and Budgetary Questicns, the Sccretary-General and the Fxccutive
Secretary would appreciate receiving clear ond precise guidance frow

the Members of the Economic Commissicn fer Uestern Asia and their views

regarding the pricrities of the abcve work progremme suggestions.
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CH.PTER IV
The mediun term Plon (1976-1979) ~nd the
first bienni~l Work Progronme (1976-1977)

4.1, ECU.. is expected to approve, ot its second scesion in ecrly 1975,
gener~l priorities for the mediun~term Plen (1976-1979) and the work
progremne for the bienniun 1976-~1977. The Txecutive Secretery will submit
in due course, o dr-ft plen and progroune, developed in the scue priority
cre~s which the Commission will hrve cdopted for 1975, unless otherwice
indicated. He would, therefore, ~pprecicte receiving, in this comexion,

Precise guidenee from the members of the Counission.

4.2, It seems cdviscble to plon for o resoncble -expansion of the
cetivities of the Commission over the 1976-1977 period in order to rerch
reletively ropidly "eruising level", Thet could be endorsed by the

ACABQ ond ~pproved by the Genercl issenbly, To this effect, ond for
plenning ourposes only, the work progromme for 1976-1977 night be est~blished
within the following fronework in terns of stoffing requirenents (in

professionsl non/months)

Policy moking orgons -
EBxccutive Direction ~nd Menngenent T2
Substontive cetivitieso 720
Supporting services 312

1104
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