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1. Tor the discussion of Item No. 9 of the Revised Provisional Agenda
entitled "The Arab Regional Centre for the Transfer and Development of
Technology", the following two documents in addition to the present one are
being circulated in this session:
(2) The First Revised Draft Feasibility Study for the Arab Regional
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology, Doc. E/ECWA/6Ts
(b) Report on the Joint Meeting of Representatives of Arab Governments
and Arab Regional Organizations on the Arsb Regionel Centre for
the Transfer and Development of Technology, Doo. E/ECWA/68.

2. The Economic Commission for Western Asia adopted at its fourth session
resolution 51(IV) entitled "Study of the Possibility of Establishing a Western
tsis Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology" in which it:

(1) Decided that the Executive Secretary shall submit a study on the
possibility of establishing a regional centre for the transfer and development
of technology end consult and co-operate with the Economic Commigsion for
Africa and with the Arsb organizations and bodies concerned in investigating
the possibility of widening the scope of this study in order to make the
centre an Arab centre for the transfer and development of technologys

(2) Requested the Executive Secretary to take all necessary steps for
an immediate start to be made on the preparation of this study;

(3) Further reguested the Executive Secretary to contact all regional,
Arsb and internstional organizstions concerned with a view to examining the
possibility of their participation in this study;

(4) Requested the Executive Sscretary to associste the Governments in
the region of the Economic Commission for Western Asiz in the closest possible
marmer in the preparation of the required study;

(5) Requested the Executive Secretary to report on progress made in
the implementation of these tasks to the Commimeion at its fifth session.
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b In the implementation of this resolution, the zecretariat of ECWA
edopted and oxecuted a plan of action which led to the completion of the
above mentioned tasks and to the accomplishment of certain achievements.
The following parsgraphs represent a sunmory of nain steps taken in this

respect.

4. ECWA held the First Preparatory Interagency Meeting in Beirut between

24~28 October 1977. Eleven regional Arab and international organizations

accepted the invitation and attended the meeting. Participants in this meeting
discussed a working paper prepared by the ECWA secretariat on the concept and
functions of the Arab Regionsl Centre for the Transfer snd Development of
Technology. The discussions and views presented on the working pcper are contained
in the report on the Pzepaiaiory Interagency Meeting on the Lrab Regionol Centre
for the Transfer and Development of Technology. The working paper was subsequently
reviged integrating new ideas and relevant comments made during the meeting
including the terms of reference and composition of field missions to survey

the status of some aspects of technology in all Arab countries.

5. Two field missions were commissioned to visit all Arab countries, The
objectives of these missions were twofold: (a) to present the concept of the
Proposed centre to the officials they meet and obtain their views regarding the
estoblishment end priority functions of such a centre; and (b) to acquire useful
information (both in noted ard verbsl form) on aspects and problema as dwelt upon
in the working paper cnd as it encrged from the First Interagency Meeting, The
two field missions begmn on 1 November 1977 end completed their task by

20 December 1977 after visiting all the Arab States with the excention of
Somalia (due to last mimute changes in flight). Directly after the completion
of the field missions, rission members met with the consultant in Beirut to
discues and evaluate their findings.

6. Based on the findirgs and —ecommendations of the field migsicns and the
discussions of the Firct Preparatory Intercgency lMeeting, a Draft Feasibility
Study on the Establishment of the Arch Regional Centre for the Transfer and
Development of Technology was prepared. That study set forth the logistics and
basic guidelines for the establishment of the Centre. It alco contained
recormendations concerning priority functions and services to be provided by
the Centre. Furtheimore, it proposed a set of guidelines for the governanca,
managenent, astaffing, budget and location.
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7. A second interagency meeting was then celled for by ECVL to discues

the draft feceibility study. The neeting wae held in Beirut between 27 Pebruaxry
and 1 March 1978 and wos attended by o total of 22 organizations which oconmlsted of
T governmental organizations, 6 Axab regional organizotions and 9 international
organizations. The meeting recomnended the revigion of the lraft feagibility
study taking into consideration the relevent comments and views expregged by

the participants and contained in the report on the second interagency meeting

on the Arab Regional Centre for the Transfer and Developuent of Technology.

8. The First Revised Draft Feasibility Study was subsegunently prepeared
taking into consideration the comments and views of the second interagency
meeting. This study was later to be submitted to an intergovernmental meeting

for discussion.

9. Befcre the convening of the Intergovermmental Meeting, contacts were nade
with the Secretariat of the League of Arab States for briefing and for the purpose
of avoiding any duplication of work. As o result, and in agrecnent with HE.
Secretary General of the Arab Lecgue, it was decided to enlarge the participation
of the Intergovermmental Meeting to inclvde all rclevant Lradb reglonal
organizations.

10. Lccordingly, ECWA helé a Joint Moeting of Represe-'ltatives of Arab
Governments and Arab Regional Organizations in Amman between 16 a and 18 September 197:
in which a total of 13 Arab countries participated, 11 of them from the HECWA
region and two from the TCA region. Ir addition, 9 Lrab regional organizations
concerned with the transfer and development of technology =ottended the mecting.
The participants discussed the Firgt Reviged Draft Feasibility Study and

odopted unonimously a resolution in which they recommended in principle the
estoblighment of the Arcb Regionnl Centre for the Tranafer and Development of
Technclogy toking into cousidsration the FPirgt Revised Draft Fecmibility Study
pregented to this Ileeting and the observations made on it 23 well as other fLrab
subgtitutive efforts in thia regard, in an effort to cxrive ot a unified proposal
ogreealle to the Arab countries. (The full text of this resolution is given in
fnnex I of this report). The views and comments of the participants are contained
in the report on the Joint Meeting of Reprcsentotives of Arab Governments ond Arab

Regional Organizations on the Arcb Regional Centre for the Trensfer ond Development
of Technology, presently circulated os document E/FCWL/66.
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11, Imnediately aftex the zbove meeting, the Piprgt Revieed Nroft Feasibility
Study and the report of the Joint Meeting werne preroenied bo a resting organized by
the Buro-irad Dinlogue Unit of the Arab League between 21-22 Septenber 1978 on
studying the Possibilitiea for Buro-Lrab co-operation in establishing the Lrnb

L)

Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology. The neeting noted with
appreciation and satisfaction the complete agroement on the objectives ang
functions of the proposed centwe between the proposal of the frod Side of the
Euro-Arab Dialogue and ECWatg bropoeal as stated in the First Revised Draft

Feamibility Study. The meeting also stresged the 2Arub nature of the proposecd

Dialogue to reconsider its resolutions (Tunis, February 1977 ang Brussels,

October 1977) o1 this-subject. It further recommended that the Buropean Side

be invited to express its opinion on co—-operation in esteblishing the Arab

Regional Centre for the Transfer and Developuent of Technology on the baeis

of ECWA's final foasibility study which will take into consideration the resolution
and comments contained in the final report of the Joint Meeting of Representatives
of Arab Govermments and Arab Regional Orgenizations as well as the studies and
reports prepared in the context of the Buro-frab Dialoguc and the observations

made on the subject during thig meeting, (The report on the nesting is given

in Lppendix IT).

12, It is in the context of the efforts and achievenents referred to above
that the Lrab Regionzl Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology

e prescny session,

will be coneidered ang discugsed aof ¢
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APPENDIX 1

Resolution on
The Establishment of the Avreb Regional Centre for the

Transfer ond Development of Technology

'.P_lxg Joint Meeting of the Represgentatives of LAreb Governments and Arad

Regional Orgonizations on the Areb Regional Centre fg}; the Trenafer and

Devalopment of Technology,

Recallinz Resolution 87(IV) of the United HNatione Conference on Trode
and Developuent on strengthening the technological capocity of developing
" countries, Resolution 2034 (IXI) of the Economic and Social Council bearing
the same title, and Resolution 51(IV) of the Economic Commission for Western
Asia, entitled "The Study of the Possibility of Establishing o Western Asia
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology",

Consgidering the urgent need of the Lrab countriea for the establishment
of the Arsb Regional Centre foxr the Pranafer and Development of Technology,
Taking rote of the iwo interngency meetings beld by the Economic
Cotmission for Western isia (Beimt, 24-28 October 1977 and 27 Februaxry -
1 March 1978), the two interagency field missions diaspatched (1 November -
18 December 1977) to 20 irad ccuntries for the purpose of drawing up &
feagibility study that reflects the thoughts, needs and suggestions of the
Arab countries in the field of the troagfer and development of technology,

Taking note of the reoommendation of the Economic Cormigsion for Weetern
Asiats Second Regional Preparatory Meoting for the United Nations Conference on
Science and Tochnology for Development oconcerning the Arab Regional Centre for
the Tranafer and Development of Technology,

Taking note also of the report entitled "First Revieed Draft Feagibility
Study for the Arab Regional Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology"
(B/ECWA/NR/CTT. 2/Rev.2), ond the obeervations expressed by the member States
and Arab regional orgonizations in this regard,
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Notes with appreciation and satisfaction the participation of Arab
governmental and internationzl orgenizations and bodies and the field miesions
that visited the Arab countries during the preparation of the study, end

Recommends in principle the establichuent of the Arab Regional Centre
for the Transfer and Development of Technology, teking into account the First
Reviged Draft Feaeibility Study under consideration, the observations expressed

in its regexd, and other alternate Arab efforts in this arenc, with the purpose

of arriving at ¢ unified project ogreed upon by the Arab States.
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APPENDIX II

REPORT

Arab Mesting to Diacuss Possibilities for Furo—

Arab Co-—oneration in Establishing a Center for

the Trensfer of Technology

Cairo, 20-21 September, 1978

In accordance with the recommendation of the Areb Committee for the
Euro-Arab Dialogue which met in Cairo from 24 to 26 June 1978, a meeting
was held at the Secretariat Headquarters in Cairo on 20 and 21 September 1978,
by the Arab side in the Committee on Scientific and Technological Co-operation
and a representative of the Economic Commission for Western Asia (BCWA) to
discuss the possibilities for Euro-Arab co~operation in establishing the hArab
Center for the Transfer of Technology under the cheimanship of Mr. Mohamed

yussef Al Ali (State of Qatar) and in the presence of each of the following:

1. Mr. Mohammed Lbdullzh Khalifa State of Bahrain

2, Mr. Mehmoud Madeni Reshid Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
3, Dr. Suhail ibdullah 41 Sanawi Republic of Irag

4. Dr. 4dnen Shafig Mohammed Fahmi Republic of Irag

5, Dr. Jamil Nehhos Republic of Lebanon

6. Dr. Sayyid Rameden Hidara 4Lrab Republic of Bgypt
7. Dr. Kheir &1-Din Haseeb Beonomic Commission for

Western 4sia

8., Dr. Huszin Khelef Secretariat

g, Hr. 4dil S~bet Secreteriat
10. Mr. Abdul Rohman Sebri Secretariat

The representative of the Federation of Arsb Scientific Research

Councils, who had also been invited, was absent from the meeting.

After epproving the provisional ngendn and discugsing the itens

included therein the Committee mnde the following recommnencationss

- Noting the report of the Committee of Experts in the Trensfer of

Technology which met in Bonn (July 1977) within the context of the
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Euro-Arab Dialogue and its references to aspects of agreement and
disaccord between the irab and the Buropeen sides, especially in
relation to the managenent of the Center and some of its technics]

functions,

Recalling the resolution cdopted at the Joint Leeting of representatives

of the Governments of Arab States ang dreb Regionsl Orgenizationg
(immen, 16-18 Septezber 1978) on the drab Regional Center fop the
Transfer ang Developument of Technology within the framework of the
First Reviseq Draft Feasibility Study on the Center brepared by the
Econonic Commission for Western disia, and which recomncinded "in
princinle the establighuent of the Lrzb Regional Conter for the
Transfer ang Development of Pechnology, toking into account the
First Revigeq Draft Jeasibility Study under consideration, the
observationg exXpressed in itg regard, and other elternnte Arab
efforts in thig arenc, with the Purpose of arriviag at a unified

broject agreed upon by the Arab Stateg",

Noting with dppreciantion the agreenent reached between the Secretary

General of the Leegue of frnb States on the one hand and the
Tepresentative of the Economic Commission for Western fsia on the
other regarding the feasibility study on the establishment of the
drab Center for the Transfer eng Developuent of Technology in its
final form ang the agrecuent of the Econoumic Commission for Western

Asia thereto,

Affirming the inportance of establishing the Arab Regional Center

for the Trangfer and Development of Technology,

ﬂgjing,witg_épnreciation and Sctisfaction the conplete agreenent

regarding the objectives ang functions of the Center in the Proposals

nade by the Arab side in the report of the ebove-nentioned Connittee

of Bxperts and also in the feasibility study,




The Conmittee Recornends:

1. Enphesizing the coapletely 4rsb noture of the Center which should
be a regional ireb Center for the Prensfer ond Development of Technology,
end inviting the General Dialogue Connittee to review its two resolutions

in this regard (Tunis, February 1977; and Brussels, October 1977);

2. Inviting the Buropcen side to expross its opinion regarding co-
operation in estnblishing the irab Regionel Center for the Transfer and
Developnent of Technology on the basis of the study to be coupleted by
the Beononic Comnission for Western 4sisa, teking into consideration the
resolution adopted by the ebove-nentioned representetives of Arcb
Governaents and iredb Regional Organizotions, the studies and reports
rrepared in the context of the Buro-ircb Dialogue sud &ll the observations
put forward at the Connittee's present meeting on the Center, and inviting
the European side to study co-operstion in the following fields within the
frenework of the Buro-irab Dialogue, for exemple:
(i) Providing the Center with sone of the experts needed in
connection with policies and prograjiies decided upon by the
Center cnd in accordence with the job descriptions which it
specifies.
(ii) Setting up the data bank due to be cstablished at the Center.
(iii) Supplying the Center with deta related to the Trensfer and
Development of European Pechnology =nd inviting the Buropesan
side to perticipsate effectively in the Transfervand Develop—~

pent of Technology through this Center.

In this connection the Coamittee notes with setisfaction recommenda—
tion adopted by the Second Conference of Ministers of Science and Technology
of the Burcpecn Countries and North dperica (MINESPOL II) held in Belgrade
fron 11 to 16 September 1978, regarding sssistence to the developing

countries in their endeavours to trronsfer teclmologys
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3 Dolegating the Conuittee's Chairoan %o contect his Buropean counter-

Vi

part during the month of October 1978 on this subject and tc conmunicate
the views of the Burcpesn side in this regard to the Arsb Dialogue Counittee

at its next zeeting.

4. Thet the provisional Comnittee on the Transfer of Technology continue

to discharge its functions under the direction of the General Connittee in

this regard.




