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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE INPLEIENTATICH
OF THE WORK PROGRAMIE

1, Due to the past unfortunate events in Lebanon, the return of ECWA to Beirut,
specific requests from Governments of the region, and problems of staff recruitment,
the full implementation of the 1976-1977 work programme was not possible. fThus

some projects were carried over to the 1978-1979 work programme while the

completion period for others was extended, However, many projects have been
completed or are nearing completion while efforts are already underway to start

activities from the current biennium work programme.

2. As part of their continuous activities, the substantive Divisions/Units of
ECUA continued to monitor developments in their respective areas. They also
prepared those drafts of the 1980-1983 Medium~Term Plan relevant to their particular
fields, Below is a brief account of the major activities carried out under the
various substantive programmes and/or subprogrammes of the Commission since its

last session:

A, Development Planning Division

3 Under the Development Planning, Projections and Policies Programne (DPPP),

and in response to General Assembly Resolution 3508(XXX) and the work programne
vrovision relating to perspective planring in countries of Western Asia

(project 4.1.7, E/5658), and in co~operation with the Bconomic and Social Affairs
Division (ESA} at Headquarters, vork continued on the preparation of long-tern
trends in and forecasis of economic development in the ICUA region., A preliminary
draft entitled "Developmert Trends and Prospects in Selected ICW. Countries™ was
completed and finalized, This study attempts to identify the Region's mzin economic
characteristics, problems, constrzints and the development strategies pursued,
based on a considsration of a sample of six representative countries., The study
also examines overall developmeny trends over the period 1960-1975 and attempts
projections of the main national éccounts paraneterr for selected target years
(1330, 1935 and 1990). Efforte are underwsy to determine the types of economy-
wide planning models and their corresponding data requirements necessary for short-

term forecasting, long-term perspective plarning, and consistency check in

economy-wicde plemning and programming, In the planning process, (including




long-medium—and short-term planning and forecasting), several alternative
projections, based on different sets of exogenous and policy varicbles, will be
made. These alternatives are meant to serve as 2 good point of departure for
furthering the dialogue between planners and policy-mekers., Consistency in
economy~wide planning elso requires economically or technologically feasible
relationships between sectoral plans and national aggregotes derived from aggregate
mecro models. The feasibility of constructing a simple input-output model will be

investigated in order to accomplish this objective.

4. Under the Development Finance and Administration Programme, efforts were -

concentrated on following-up earlier preparctory work made for the study entitled:
"in Evaluation of Government Budgetary System and its Role in Development Planning
in Selected Countries of Western Asia" (projest 4.2.2a, E/5658). This included
contacts with government agenciss in the countries of the Region and with regioncl
and International orgenizations involved, with a view to co~ordincting efforts in
this rield and soliciting comments on the scope of the study, It also involved
visits to Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republie, Irag and Kuwaitl/to meet with
Government officials in verious agencies concerned, discuss the scope of the study
and collect the relevant information, Subsequent visits shall cover the other
selected countries of the region. Analysis of information is underway and a

prelininory draft is being prepared.

Se At the invitation of the Division of Public Administration and Finance,
ESLA, the Development Fincnce and Administration Programme represented ECWA in the
Fourth Expert Group Meeting on the United Netions Programme in Public Finance and
~dministration, held in Geneva from 27 September to 7 October 1977. The Expert
Group Meeting was preceded by two doys of Inter-igency liceting and Consultations
on the suojeét. Both meetings reviewed achievements during the post few years and
discussed prospects for the 1980s in the field of .Ldministration and Finance

at the national, regional cnd global levels,

;/ These ere four out of a total of eight ECW. member countries selected for an in-
depth evaluation of their budgetary systems. The other four countries include
Democratic Yemen, Lebanon, Saudi Arabiz and Yemen Arab Republic,




6o Preparations for the proposed Workshop on "Fudszet-Plan Hormonizotion in

on the availability of finencial resources. The Workshop is now plenned to be
held during the third quarter of 1978, The project document was subnitted to
the Office of Technical Conoperation in Januery 1977, followeld by reminlers to
it on the matter,

Te Under the International Trade and Developuent Progromme, work continued on

the study entitled "Economic Co-operation end Integration in Vestern lsia®

(project 4.5.5, /5658, p. 74). This included the compilation and tabulation of
detailed statistics on the level and structure of intraregional trade flowe, as
well as the collection of informetion on the evolution of regional economic
co~operation, including objectives, strategy, forms of co—operation, institutionnl
framevork and assessment of the performance record. In this connexion, fact-fianding
missions were undertaken to ngypt, Iraq and Kuwait ond discussions were held with
Government officials and staff of regional and intergoveramental organizations

to seek their views on the contents of the study and on ways ond means of co~-
operation and co-ordination in its implementation, and to collect relevant
information, Further, the monographs dealing with the evolution of economic
co~operation, the main obstacles to and benefits from closer economic co~operation,
ond the anclysis of intraregional trode flows are being completed, L foet-finding

migsion to Saudi irabia is planned in connexion with the same project.

8. « first draft of the study entitled "Liberalization of Hon~Toriff Barriers!
(project 4.5.4, E/5658,  p. T3) has been completed. The study ains, inter-nlin,

at identifying products exported by ECWA countries and affected by non~tariff
borriers, and proposing measures for the reduction ond eveniual elimination of

barriers affecting the exports of the BCWA countries.

% Vork continues on monitoring of recent trends and current develonnents in
the trade and payments positions of member countries (project 4.5.1.(b), 1/5658,
2. T1).




10. substantive support and backstopping continued to be extended by the
Progromme to the regional project on Multilateral Trade Negotiations, ineluding
statistical support in connezion with the Seminar which was held in Septeumber

1977 and porticipation in servicing that Seminer,

1l. 7ithin the framework of the Multilaoteral Trade Negotistions (37) regional

project, activities included organization of and substantive preparation for the
TOVA Regional Seminar on MIN which was held in Beirut in cclloboration with
UNCTAD from 19 to 24 September 1977. The substaontive work involvad concentroted
mainly on the preparation, by the ECUL Project Weam, of thrce out of the coven
Working Papers for the Seminar, namely, "The Generalized System of Preferences and

the ECW.A Countries", "Specinl Preferences for TCUA Countries", and "The dvontage
to ECWA Countries of Accession to the General Lgreenent on Tariffs and Trode'.
Work also involved servicing of the Seminar including the editing of other
documents thot were presented and preparation of the finnl report. Porticipente
in the Serminsr included 18 delegates from seven ECi. countries, representatives

)

from regional organizations, and experts from outcide the region. The ¥
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organizations., Furthermore, the project continues to provide technical assistonce
on various aspects of trade negotiations and on questions of commercicl policy.
Miseions aimed at giving short training sessions to officials and compiling
informntion are enticipated, In oddition, the IMIT sroject pecrsonnel continue to

contribute to the work carried out under the International Trade and Develorment

Programme on regional economic co-operation and the inventory of trcde barriers
facing products of export interest to the IOWA countries, which is uader

preparation,

12. The Division had the overall responsibility for co-ordinating I0U.Lts worlt
in preparing for and assisting in organizing the Intermational Developnernt
Conference on the first development plon of the Yemen arab Republic (1975/1977 -
1980/1981), which was held in Sana'a fron 28 November %o 1 December 1977. In

this regard, the Senior Trade Policy idviser, assisted by other newbers of the

TN project personnel and staff of the Division, concentrated his efforts on the




preparctory work for the Scna'a Conference., This included consolidation of the
sunmaries and evaluation of the respective parts of the Plan submitted by the
Division 2nd other Divisions of ZCVi and preparation of the final Summary of the
Plen and ECUL's Report, evaluating the general objectives of the Plan. is ‘
part of the Division's overall responsibility, contributions were made by its

respective programmes. The Finence Progremme made a sumnary of the sixth

volume of the Plan, decling with 'financing and investments' and prezcred a brief
evaluation of the financial aspects of the Plan which was incorporated in the
"Report of the Econonic Commission for Western Asig" on the subjeét. The
Programme also assisted the Di§ision in providing the substantive bockstopning

to anu the finalizing of the Report of the Conference while under‘the Laobour,

Managenent and Inployment Prograrwme. work inzluded preparation of the summary

and evaluation of the nanpower part of the Plan. The Trade Programme prepared

an eveluction of the foreign trade sector component of the First Five-Year
Development Plan of the Yemen Arab Republic (1976/1977-1980/1981). This was clso

incorporated in the "Report of the Econcmic Commission for Western Asia' nresented

to the Conference, The programme also made an effective contribution to the
Division's efforts to provide substontive backstopping to the Conference in

question,

13, Under the Labour, Monagement and Enpioymont Programme, work contimued on

the preparation of the study entitled "Analysis of Levels and Structures of

Wages and Salaries in Countries of Western isia and their significance for

employnment and Iebour Mobility ot the FHational end Regional ILevels" , his '
included extensive fact-finding missione to five member countries, holding several
neetings with 2 special Lebanese Conuittee set up by the Hinistry of Lebour ard
Social Affairs for the purpose of implementing the study in Iebanon, reviewing

of the data and literature available at ECU.\ Headquarters, and carrying out

E/ This study combines two studies envisaged in the 1976-1977 work progrorne,
narmely, projects 4.4.2 and 4.4.3 (see: B,/5658).



srelininary analysis of the dnte collected during the fact-finding nissions to

RCWA nmenber countries,

14, Work continued ona the "Brain Drain@L/ project, the first draft of the study
is shortly ezpected to be completed by the consultont. To supplement this study,
efforts ars being nade to arrange, through consultoncy, for the preparation of a
"Roster of Arab Talents Residing ibroad", which will be included as an innex to
the study.

15. Under this Prograrme, the Division participated in the Bxpert Group
Mesting on the Brain Drain, which was sponsored by UNCTAD and convenaed in Geneva

in February 1978.

16. Efforts are underway to conduct, through consultancy, a study on "The
General Levels of Wages, Prices, Labour Productivity and Bconomic Growth in

ZCVL Regioa".

17. Under the Tpansnational Corporations Progranme (Ti¢), the newly

established Joint THEC Unit of the Division cormenced work, with the objective of
establishing o comprehensive information systen on the operations of THCs in the
Region. The informotion systenm is meant to provide the basis for the specific
research projects envisaged under the uwork programme cf the Unit and for a

constant review of the impoct of THC operations on the economies of the region.

18. In the area of building profiles on the operations of individual THCs in
the Region, lists of U.K. and U.S. firns, including banks and insurance

componies onerating in Lebanon, hove been obtained, Lows and regulations
governing banks in Lebanon, covering the neriod 1954-1973, and Balance Sheet
reports of banls in Lebanon for 1973 have algo been obtained, in exercise has
been carried out on the corparative ownership of assets and deposit lialilities
of foreign non-Lirab banks, and foreign Arab and Lebanese banks operating in
Lebonon during 1973. Informatioa on hanking in the other countries of the Region,

particularly Behrein, is being collected,

1/ this project was initiated in 1975 end later commissioned in 1977 to a consulte




1t .

19. The Unit has also ecollected information on corporate income tax laus
prericining to local as well as foreign firms in twelve countries in the Region
and is currently in the process of con piling information on foreign invesinent
lows and regulations in the countries of the ICVA region.

20, L study on the practices of the oil conpanies in the countries of Wostern
dAsia is being initiated,

21. The Unit ottended the Joint Unit's neeting and the 4CC Inter-igency
*beting, held at the United Nations Eeadquarters on the co-ordination of

programmes relating to transnational corporations,

B. The Regional Proiect for Public Pinance and
Ldninistration (PROPFLD)

22, The Regionzal Project for Public Finance and Adninistration continued,

within ite limited finoncial resources, its activities in fulfilling its cins oz
follows:

I, TRLINING PROGRAMD

1. Country-based training vrograrsmes

These programmes are especially tailored to fit local neads cnd ore medinly
devoted to operational activities in the field of Public Finance in each of the
countries served by PROPFAD, nanely Denmocratic Yermen, the Yemen .rab Republic and
the Sultanate of Oman, The following three progroumes were orgonized during the
reriod under consideration:

(a) Sena'a-based training orograrre

Upon consultation with the Hinistry of PFinonce and the Custons
Office in Yenen .rab Republic, a locally based training programne in Jano'la coafinel
to the problems of Customs Legislation and idministration was organized during
the period 8 October 1977 through 18 Hovember 1577. Forty trainees chosen fron
anong officials at the supervisory level perticipated in the progronme, Course

given were Custons Legislation, Custons Regulations, Custons Fees ond Ta zation,

Custons Tariff and its explanatory notes, Custons Force cnd Problens of ocaggling,




Pield training as well as dealing with practical daily problen
facing the Custons Office were an integral nart of the programic. urtheriore,
training and field work took place not only in Sanata but in Hudaidah and Taisz
as well. The Chief of the Customs Office in Sana'a along with the IMF Ixzpert in

Customs have participated in the progroume.

(b) Aden~baosed training programme

Preparations are underway to hold 2 training progrormne in Jiden
during the period 4 Iarch to 7 ipril 1978, This prograrme will cover nainly the
Public sector: its orgonization, administration and problems. Courses and
workshops on Governuent Lccounting and Budgeting will also be given in the
progromme, Trainees chosen from anong officials ot the supervisory level ore
expected to porticipate in the progromme. In addition, advisory services will be
given, upon request, to the Departments concerned in .den and field visits %o

the First and Third "Huhafazaeh" will be mode.

(c) Mmscat-baged training progrorve

Preparations are also underway for holding a training progrome
in IMuscat (Onan) during the period 18 Harch through 21 April 1978, The prograrme,
in accordance with the request of the General Directornte of Finocnce, will be
dealing with the new Fiscal Lew, ‘The following courses will be covereds Public
Budget, Covernrent ficcounting, Public Lccounting and Govermnent Stores and
Purchases. Advisory services will also be given during the progranne upon the

requests of different Departments in the General Directorate of FPinonce,

2. Centrolly-bazed training prograrne

Central Programes are designed to acquaint Finance Officials at the
decision-nalking level with the fundanmentals of Public Finoance and the relevant
practical problens thereof, In this context,, PROPID arranged for o centrally-
bosed Training Programne in Beirut during the period 1 Novenber - 20 Decexder
1977. Courses given were: Introduction to Public Finance, Governuent Budgeting,
Public Revenues, Taxation, Taxr Adninistration, Goveriment sccounting, Public
Accounting, Public Utilities and Enterprises, Planning and YJeononic Development,

ond Fiscal Policy. Senior Finance Officials from Denocratic Tenen, the Yemen Lrab

Republic and Oman plus, for the first tine, one from Lebonon narticipated in th

progrormne,




II. ADVISORY SERVICES

In addition to the advisory services referred to in Section (1),
advisory services are being rendered to Onan concerning the present situation
of the Ceneral Directorate of Finance and its role and activities in the light
of the new Fiscal Systen.

ITI, RESEARCH FACILITIES

FROPFLD has continued its work on the "Concise Mconucl of English and
frabic Terninology In The Field Of Public Pinonce", Terns in French are in
the process of being added to the nanual to noke it cover three languages,
FROPFAD hes also storted o "Monual on Tox Systens in the Countries of the
Region"., This Manucl is designed to give when completed detailed information
and analysis on the different Tox Systens in force now in Democratic Yenen,
the Yemen irab Republic and the Sultcnate of Onen,

C. Joint BCWA/FLO igriculture Division

23, Lctivities under the Lgriculture Progromie of the Cormission f2ll nainly
within the following five subprograrmes

24, Establishnent of a relicble datz systen: In this area, efforts focused
in 1977 on implenenting the fromework designed by the Joint Division for sector
review and monitoring., Close contacts were nace with PAO to co~ordinate this
work with the INTERLINK Computer System (ICS) developed by Fi0O, Despite
Serious data linitations, the dato sheets enbodied in the sector review and
nonitoring framework have been finalized ond will provide the benchnark for =11
activities undertaken by the Joint Division,

25, in innual Bulletin for igricultural Development in the ECWA region will
be put out by the Joint Division on a continuing basis at the beginning of
each year, (ipart fron reporting on agricul tural developonent in the region,
the Bulletin will have inportant sections on food security, regional co-operation
and integration, as well as a feature article), The first issue of the Bulletin
is expected to be out shortly.
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26, Inprovenent of agricultural plannings Under this subprcgromme, the Joint
Division continued to provide direct plamning assistance to nenber governnenta
which included the following:

(a) The technology of focd crop production in the Bast Jordan Valiey_.
This study represents the first-stage work relating to the optinmal utilization
of agriculturel resources in the East Joxden Valley ot domestic and world naxket
prices. Technicol coefficients for lend, water, labour and form power have been
developed for 50 production possibilities and sggenbled in o technological‘
natrix with 2,400 entries in the usual linear programming fornat.

(b) A policy issue note on postwar livestock developnent in
Lebanon, This note was prepcred ot the request of the Lebanese Governnent and
provided important guidelines for short-tern adjustnents and nediun~tern
planning. It also sets the groundwork for long-term perspective planning of
that importent sub-sector.

(¢) 4 critijue of the Five-Year Developnent Plan of Yemen and a
policy issue. Note for perspective planning, This wes prepared in conjunction
with the Yemen Imternational Development Conference held in Sanafo during
November 1977«

(d) Formulation of a project document for the establishnent of a
1livestock Research Centre for Denmocratic Yemen. This Project Docunent was
prepared ot the request of the Ministry of Pianning and in collcboration with
various institutions in Democratic Yenmen. |

27. In addition to direct planning assistance, the Joint Division collected
the necessary data and information on the developuent of irrigated agriculture
in selected commtries of the ECWA region. These data will provide an inportent
input into the Expert Group lMeeting on irrigated agriculture which is plamned
for October 1978. Ailso as an input for that meeting, "i Case Study on the
Optinal illocation of igricultural Resources in the Bast Jorden Valley" was
undertaken. This study oins to denonstrate how for investnent in irrigetion
developnent in the Bast Jorden Valley is Jjustified on econonic. grounds by
satisfying both the efficiency and optimality criterie at donestic and world
naxrket prices, Other inputs foi: the neeting, which has already been completed
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are "L Case Study on Optinal illocation of Lgriculture Resources in DIY.L. River
Basin in Irag" cnd a nnjor background paper on ".n Overview of the Developnent
of Irrigated agriculture in the ECWL Region".

28. Preparation of a paper on najor aspects of "Rural Developnents in the
Least-Developed Countries in the ECW. Region" was completed, This paper is
] undertoken jointly with the Socia.l‘ Developnent and Hunan Settlenent Division of
| ECWL as o direct input to an Expert Group Meeting to be followed~up by a seniner
on Rural Development to be orgﬁuniéed by the irab Plenning Institute of Kuwait in
Khartoun during /pril 1978,

29, The following activities have been initiated:

(i) Preparztion of a Project on the Development of Livestock
Statistics in Iebanon, Upon the request of the Ministry of igriculture as =
consequence of the Postwar ILivestock Developnent Study undertaken by the Joint
Division in 1977;

(i1) Preparation of agricultural sector studies on Yemen and
Denmocratic Yenen, particularly involving the developnent of macro-econonic
franework and domestic demand Projections;

(1ii)Preparation of o study on integroted livestock planning in
selected countries of the ECW. region,

30, Inhancing food security: lLctivities under this subprograme actually
cut across the subprogremme on pronotion of cgricultural integrotion. Studies
initiated under this Programme are:

(a) Food Security Implications of irab Trode in igricultural
Commodities., This study represents ICW.i's contribution to the Seninor on Food |
Security in the .rab World which is jointly organized by ECW. and the Institute |
for 4rab Studies and Research based in Cairo. The study represents a
couprehensive enalysis of the trade natrices Prepared in 1976 by the Joint
Division in co~operation with the Policy .nclysis Division at FLO Headquarters,
It provides a detailed analysis of the structure of Irch trade in egricultural
commodities during 1971=-1973 and identifies inherent wecknesses in thot
structure. It also gives an elaborate analysis of certain major policy issues
concerning Jrab food security, particularly concerning the intensification of
intraregional trade in agricultural comodities and also the diversification
of food supply sources.
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(b) 4 Study of Food Security Planning in the Syrion J;ab Republic.

This study follows closely the :?,pproach.used in ;the Jordan Study put out by
the Joint Division in 1976. It focuses on wheat prodnc'bion in both reinfed
and irrigated arecs. The study provides on ecrly warning systen related to
possible deficits resulting fron poor rainfall conditions. It also gives a
nodel for wheat reserves involving stock and cllocation pblicy. The final
port of the study is concerned with inter-countxy comparisons end attempts

to give a subregional model for wheat stocking policies covering the Syrian
Arab Republic and Jorden.

3l. Work hag clso been initiated on the subregional food security' plan for
Yenen and Democratic Yenen, This involves the preparation of the Food Balance
Sheets for the base period and also the projection of donestic denand for key
food commodities.

32, Pronotion of agriculturcl interration: TUnder this subprogremme, &
Subregional study of agriculturcl plan harnonization and integration was
undertaken. This study covers Jordcn and the Syrian Lxrab Republic and serves

cs a direct contwibution to ossist the current efforts of the two Governnents
directed at econonic co-operation and integration, It gives 2 conprehensive
consideration of the orientation of agi‘icultﬁm.l production in the two countries
o8 a benchnark for the study of conplementa.rities and effective linkages. It A
poys speciol attention to their recent nediun-tern plans and explores
possibilities for plen hormonizotion and policy co-ordination in this subregion.
in exonination of trade flows in agricultural cormodities both within the
intra—~ and extra~regional contexts is undertoken with the objective of
pinpointing possible trade adjustments ond the diversion of trade flows ained
ot intensifying subregional trade between the two countries, The study is
concluded by am cnalysis of possible specialization in agricultursl production

baged on comparative advontceges in the two countries.

33, In co-operation with the Econonic cnd Social Policy Departnent (ES) at
FAO Headquarters, efforts are underway to update the sgricultural trade

patrices which were originally carried out for -the period 1971-1973. The
updating of thege natrices will enhence their usefulness, particulorly
concerning significant structurcl changes which have taken place following
the oil crisis of 1973.
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34e  Identification of investnent opportunitics: 4is indicoted ecrlier and in
line with FiO's policy concentrating investnent activities in the ¥.0 Investnent
Centre at Headquarters, the activities originally envisaged under this sub-
programne were diverted to direct planning assistonce to nenber governnents,
especiéliy J.n 15119 é.rea of livestock plonning ond developnent, Concurrently,

a new activity on integrated livestock planning was initiated and will cover

the entire ECW. region, This new activity will be incorporated wnder the
subprogramme on integrated regionsl Plamnming in the 1978-1979 bienniun.

35 The Joint Division participated in the, following activities:

(2) Trensfer of Technology Seninar orgenized by ECW: on 10-14
October 1977. This involved the_prepa.ration of three papers which formed the
bulk of the contribﬁtions related to the agricultural sector;

(b) The Yenmen International Developnent Conference which was held
in Sana'a fron 27 Novenber ~ 3 Decenber 1977 .' This involved the Preparation
of a comprehensive critique on the recent ¥ive-Year Development Plan ond olso
a policy issue note on Perspective plenning; ‘ '

(c) The UNIT.i/State of California Conference on .lternctive
Strategies for Desert Development -and Moncgenent which wos held during
31 Moy - 10 June 1977; '

(a) Regiona.l and In’bernatiohal Conference on Desertificstion held
in Portugal and leter Nairobi on 29 iugust - 9 Septerber 1977, This involved
the preparation of a papez_? on the ‘8ocio~economic aspects of desertification
in the ECW. regiong

»(e) The study on the present situation of training end extension
in relation to Ecological Management of Arid and Semi-Arid rangelands in some
Arab countries (EMASAZ). This mission was launched jointly with the Plant = b
Production and Protection Division at FAC Headquarters (1/11<23/12/1977);

{f) Tae FAO/Near East regional conference held in Tunis in October i
1977;

(g} The CIMIVIYT/ICI:.RDA/FAO/University of Jordan Workshop on EBarley
which was held in Ammzn from 24 to 28 april 1977;%

& CIMYT:spanish acronym for the International Maize and Whent Improvement Centre,

ICARDA:International Centre for Agricultural Lesearch of Dry iress.
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(n) The Near Bastaern Investment Workshop held at FAO Headquarters

during January/February 1978. This involved the preperation of a paper on

the administraticn of agricultural investment projects;

: (i) The Intcragency meeting on cararian reform and rural develop
T ment held at the FAO Near East Regional Office in Cairo in February 1976, Also
" the preparationof a2 paper synthesizing a number of case studies on lanc tenure

and farm holding fragmentation in selected countries of the ECHA rezion; and
{j) Beckstopping the Fi0 mission on livestock development which

visited Lebanon during the period 1 - 21 February 1973.

D. Joint ECWL/UNIDO Industry Division

36. Within the frame of reference provided by the Limz Declaration and Plan
of Lction on Industrial Development and Co-operation adoptec at the Second
General Conferencce of UNIDO and in the light of the decisions reached at the
fourth Industrial Devclooment Conference of irab States held in Baghdad in

December 1075, work was initiated and proceeded in the following manner:

. 37. Under co-ordination of industrial plans and programmes, efforts were

concentrated on the collection of data and information relating to industrizl
plans, programmes and policies in countries of the ECWA region. Thus, in
addition to Syria and Jordan, which were covered earliers in 1977, the
industrialization efforts in Iraq, Saudi Aresbia, Lebanon, and the two Yenens
exanined. L paper assessing the industrial developnent plan of the Yemen
Arab Republic was prepared and submitted as part of ECWA's Report to the Yemen
International Development Conference which was held in Szna'a between 28
Nowember and 1 December 1977. & first Jraft, covering industria lizatinn
policies and inter-country co=operation in industrial develcopment in selected

L3

countries is being finanlized.

338. Under developrient of branch industries subprogroime, he follwing

activities have been undertzsken:

(a) Engincering industiries

(i) Telecommunication equipment

ntifi

i
of components, parts and

L number cf areas have been ed thot include the

ide
pctential for the development on a regional basis
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equipment for telecommunicatious. In this connexion, in 1t1a1 contacts have
been made with most of the national telecorrmunications departments in the
region and data have been assembled on existing equipnent, planned and }
projected development, On the basis of reports an? other information obtained
an overall view of the regional telecommunication system and problems has

been built up. In the process cf compiling this information, working relations
hsve been estzblished with ITU in Athens and Geneva as well as the Arab Fund
for Economic-and Social Development in Kuwait. The analysis of data and
information collected is preccecding well with a view to‘prepafing a first
working paper indicating major orportunities for investment. Attention will
be later directed towards identifying a wider range of as sociated e¢~uipnent
the 1 anufucturu of whlch could be proroted in the ECW. recion. In each case
the object will be to indicate production plant capocity, capitzl investment

and time phasing of projects expectel to be economically viable.

(ii) Electrical equlpnpnt manufacturing

The objective of this project is identification of electrical
equipment for manufact turing on a regional basis. A work plan has been
prepared and collection of data from the various countries in the begion is
in progress with a view to projecting expected demand for power generation
and suitable systems for the nexi.Zd years., This will be followad by an

dentlflcatlon of regional opportunities for femilies of related products
that could be nanufacture within specific plants, 1N first working.paper

indicating major opportunities for investment is neczring completion.

(iii) Ccpstruction equinment menufacturing

The obgecflve of this rroject is identification of construction

f‘J

equipment manufecturinz on a regional basis. 4 detailed ocutline of a study
aiming at surveying the construction industry in the countries of the region
has'been prepared, This constitutes the first stage for identification of
the future requirements for construction equipment needed in.the region to be

fcllowed by the relevent information through field missions and its subscquent

anglysis.
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(b) Petrochamical -

The Division prepared a commentary report on two studies entitled
"Techno-economic study for the development of the fertilizer industry in the
Arab World" and "Feasibility study for the development of olefin and aromatic
industries for international and national markets in the Arab States"., These
studies were prepared for IDCAS by the consulténts British Sulfur Co. Ltd. and

Chemical System Ltd.

Work continued on the country papers on cherical industry. First
drafts on the state of the chemical industry in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and
Iraq were compléted and first drafts of the country papers covering the
chemical industry in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,

Qatar, Omen and the Two Yemens are being finalized.

4 study aiming at ndeveloping a strategy for the petrochemical
industry" has been initiated. The objective of the study is to investicate,
analyse and determine the besis for a policy guideline and criteria to be
applied in formulatinz an optimal production and investment strategy for
petrochemical industry in the Arab world., This inveclves collecting cata and
information pertaining to the demand and supply of besic intermediate and final
products with projections for the years 1680, 19C5 and 1990 and an analysis
of the absorptive capacity in the Arab States as well as the risks attached to

the investment opportunities on 2 national and regional level..

39. Under the review and appraisal of jndustrial development subprosramme,

work continued on the ccllection of relevant information on industrial
development in the ECUWA resion for the period 16£0-137C. A large number of
comprehensive series, covering Iraq, Syria and Jordan have already been

constructed and are nearing completion, The other countries will be covered

in the cominz six months,

In preparation for the Fifth Industrial Development Conference of
Arab States (April 1879) and the Third UNIDO Conference and in collaboration
with ﬂNIDO, action has been initiated to commission consultants for the
preparation of two in=-depth country studies on the industirizl sector of
Lebanon and Syria. A similar effort, covering Saudi Arabic, has alreacy
started. The study will attempt to assess the industrial growth potential of
the kingdom, and a projection model will be constructed for that purpose.
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40, The Industry Division extended advisory services and assistance to

countries in the resion on the fcllowin': aspects of industrial development:

(2) Esteoblishment of = chemical compiex based on Dead Sea Brine in
Jordan;

(b) Evaluation of a consultant's report on the industrialization
prospects of the United Arab Emirates;

{c) Valorizaticn of dates and the formulation of a venetable
0il processing plant in Oman;

(d) Preparation of questiornaire for use in an industrial census

in Lebanon at the request of the Ministry of Incustry and Petroleum;

{e) Assessment of operational problems of the Syrian Metal
Industries;

(f) Prevaration of a methodolozicsl paper on the "Measurement of

working capital and its rate of turnover' at the request of the Syrian Central
Burcau of Statistics.

41, In conjunction with its desismated role in the field of technolozy and in
partial fulfilment of its workprogramne, the Division co-operated with the
Division of Natural Resources, Science and Tecimology in pursuing the
implementation of Resolution 51 (IV) passed at the ECWA Fourth Session in
April 1977. In this resard, the Division participzted in ECUA's seminar on
Technclogy Trensfer and €hanse in the Arch Middle East. Purthermore, the
Regional Adviser headed Mission IT of this prorramme uring its first les of
visits to the Arab States and covered in the ccurse of this assirnment five
countries, namely Irag, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar an? Oman. He also participated
in drafting the final report of Mission II and particinated in the debriefing
neetings of its assignment; The Division also attended the first Preparatory
Repionel Meeting for United Fations Conference on Science and Technolory for
Development (UNCSTD),'and will be pursuinz futher all issues related to the
subject;

42; Due to the resismation of the staff member in charrme of the project on
the Development of Infrastructurc - Troining and also due to cther difficulties
encountered while implementin~ the first pheses of this project, it was
discontinued. Its re-initiation is awaiting the recruitment of a new staff. On
the other hand, the project on public sccior industrial enterprises was to be

financed from extrabudsetary sources which have not been forthconing.
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E. Natural Resources, Science and Technology Division

43, Under the Water Resources Subprogramme, the project on Projections of
Water Demand (E/ECWA/28, activity 2.3.2.) has been carried further. With the
help of a consultant, a detailed report on the water demand of each country
in the ECWA region by the year 2000 in the municipal, industrial and

agricultural sectors was prepared. The report is currently being reviewed
in the Division and it will be submitted in final form to the forthcoming
Second Regional Water Meeting in June 1978. On the other hand, work on
Projections of Water Supply (E/ECWA/28, activity 2.3.3.) was initiated in
the fourth quarter of 1977, and the project is expected to be completed during
1978, Finally, a third project included in the 1976-1977 workprogramme and
entitled"Study on Manpower Training Needs and Problems" (E/ECWA/28, activity
2.3.4.) is under implementation. A preliminary survey has been undertaken to
examine existing training facilities and assess needs. Only eight member
countries are covered by the study, a first draft of which will be submitted
to the Second Regional Water Meeting.

44, Concerning the implementation of the 1978-1979 workprogramme, work was
initiated early this year on five projects simultaneously, namely, Initiation
of a Programme for Fulfilling the Manpower Educational and Training Meeds of
the Region (E/5G69/Add.1, p.93), Introduction of an Adequate System for
Collecting, Compiling and Analyzing Water Resources. of the Countries of the
Region (E/5969/Add.l, p. 95), Assessmcnt of the Water Resources of the Countries
of the Region (E/5969/idd.l, p.9T7), The Establishment and/or Strengthening of
Legal and Administrative Infrastructures for Water Resources Development and
Management in Each of the Member Countries of the ECWA Region (E/5969/Add.1,

p. 98), and Follow-up of the Recommendations of the Regional and International
Water Conference in Cooperation with Member States of ECWA (E/5969/Add.1l,p.104).
The first of these five projects is a follow-up on activity 2.3.4, of the
1976-1977 workprogramme (see paragraph 43 above). The fourth project is a
follow-up on the recommendations of the First Regional Water Meeting (December
1976, Baghdagd,Iraq) and the United Nations Water Conference (March 1977, Mar
del ﬁlata, Argentina), and in pursuance of ECWA resolution 39 (IV) "Regional
co=-operation in the field of water resources development". Necessary

questionnaires and outlines for these projects were developed, and missions

were undertaken to the countries of the region. Findings of the field

missions will be communicated to the Second Regional Water Meeting.
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Only a few replies have so far been received. A prelimine 2ry raenort on the
subject is expected to be completad during the sccond half of 1972,

4G, Due to the involvement of the Mineral Resources Subprorramme's staff
in the implementation of the 1976=1977 work programne, work on projects
included in the 157°-1379 workprogramme had to be de1aved until the second
half of 197C.

50. ECWA participated in the Thlrd Arab Conference on Mineral Resources
which was held in Rabat, Morocco durinz 15-20 April 1977.

51. In reponse to an official request by the Ministry of Econcmy of Yemen
sceking ECWA's assistance in the preparation of the terms of reference for

a reological survey cf some selected areas in ths country, twc staff menmbersg:
of the Mineral Resources Subpregramme visited Yemen in May 1577, provided
technical advice and prepared a report on the subject which was sutmitted to
the Government in June 1§77.

52. In Cctober 1577, one staff member of the Mineral itesources Subprosrammc
took part in a field nmission of a tean of experts of Lrab Fund For Economic
and Social Development to Democratic Yemen. The purpose of the mission was to
carry out a study on the economic and social conditions of the Arab least
developed countries and elaborate operational programmes of assistance, in
execution of resolutiocn No, 12 of the Sixth Session of the Board of Governors
of LFESD. The ECWA member of the teonm prepared a study and recommendations

on the development of mineral and water rescurces in Democratic Yemen.

53. ECWA participated in the work of the represcntatives of zeolngical
survey teams from the Arab States, at a meeting convened by the Lrab Leasue
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Orienization (SLECSD) in Ceiro during
November 2£-2C, 1577 . The meeting was intended to be preparatory to the
establishment of a technical secretariat for the preparation of the geslomical
map of the Arab region. The implementation of this project was called for

by recommendation No. 25 of the Conference of lMinisters of airab States for the
ipplication of Science and Technolo=y/Development (CASTARAB).

54, Under the Energy Resources Subprog sramme, work was affe Ly the fact

that two professional posts out of three remeined vacant during the reporting
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period. One major achiecvemen., cwover, was the completion of a preliminary
repert on Medium and Long Term Projections of the Demand for and Supply cf
Energy in the ECWA region (E/ECWAL/23, activity 2.1.2.). The paper starts
with an in-depth presentation cf the role of the rezion in the internation=al
energy set-up, and emphasizes its increasinsly dominant pesiticn in the world
movement of crude oil. In this context, developments durinz 1675 and 1977
are also discussed. Next, the paper attempts to project the resgion's global
energy demand for 1950, 1925 and 1950, using an econometric modei linking
total energy requirements to the level of economic activity. Global energy
demand is then brokendown into primary electricity, natural gas and oil
according to member countries' plans and projections as repcrted in officizl
documents and specialized publications. Future total electricity supply and
fuel requirements as well as natural gas production and exports are =zlso
estimated on the hasis of these same sources. As for oil production and
exports, two alternative projections are carried out; the first is based on
the desired demand of the rest of the world from the region's 0il, and the
second on a clearly defined and realistic policy of ECWA producers. Finally,
gross final enerzy consumption is estimated and regional energy balances are
prsented,

55. Concerning the implementation of the 1978-1979 workprogramme, a consultant
has been secured to carry out the project on the Implications of the Economics
of 0il Refinirg for the Futurc Utilizatiocn of Crude 0Oil Production in the ECYA
region (E/5969/1dd.1, p. €1). On the other hand, effective co-operation with
ECWA's Statistics Unit has materialized, like last year, in a direct contribution
of the Energy Resources Subpiogramme to the nreparation of the Statistical
Abstract of the drab World. ioreover, six comprehensive matrix tables were
contributed on "The ECWA rezion in the World Movement ¢f Crude 0il" for the
years 1970 to 1975. Moreover, consultations are underway with the secretariats
of the Leapgue of Arab States and the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC) concerningz the joint implementation of the project on an

fction Programme for Developing the Fnergy Economy of the Least Developed

Countries in the ECWA region (E/59£9/idC.1, p. 59).
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56, Contacts continued wi. s the secretariats of OAPEC, the Organization of
Petroleunm Exnorting Countries (OPEC), the Organization for Seonomic (O=-cperation
and Development (OECD) ancd the International Energy Agency (IEA), and the
Cormission of the European Coumurities (CEC) and materialized in a regular and

fruitful exchange of information and publications in the energy field.

57. Unon the invitation of the League of Arab States, ECWA attended and
participated in the Tenth Arab Petroleum Congress which was held in Tripoli,

Libya during l6-22 Jznuary 1973.

5C. Under the Science and Technology Programme and in pursuance of ECYA
resolution 51 (IV) on a "Study of the possibility of establishing a Western

Asia centre for the trensfer 2nd devclopment of technology", a Plan of Action
for implementing the study called for in the resolution was worked out in
co-operation with a consultant and distributed in June 1977 to seventeen Arab
international organizations. The consultant alsc prepared 2 working paper for
discussion at a first preparatory inter=Agency meeting which was held in Beirut,
Lebanon, during 24=-27 October 1977, and attended by LLECSO, Arab Labour
Organization(ALO), CAEU, FiO, IDCAS, ILO, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNIDO and WIPO, apart from ECWA., The working
paper, entitled "The Lrab Centre for the Trensfer and Development of Technology™
(E/ECWA/NR/3), contained a brief analysis of the various activities generally
referred to by the term "technology transfer"; the choice of sound and
appropriate technologies; mezasures and policies which influence and facilitate
the choice and transfer of technology; and a discussion of the structure and
functions of the proposed centre. It alsc included a sample set of guestions

to puide a team of experts which was to visit the Arab States in this connexion.
Apart from this working paper, other documents were presented and discussed

at the meetinz, A report on the neeting was issued later on (E/ECWA/NR/S).
Following this preparatory neesting, two field missinns ware undertzken, covering
21i Arab countries. ALECSO, CAEU, FAO, IDCAS, ILO, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNIDO and
WIPO participated in these missions, in a2dcdition to ECWA. The reports and
findings of the two missions helped the consultant in preparing Drafi Feasibtility
Study for the Arcbh Recional Centre for the Transfer and Development of

LS

Teckaology. The report sets forth the basic guidelines for the establishment

of the centre, anc contzins recommendations concerning management, staffing,
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budget, location, functions and services, as well as o project document. The
report will be Jiscussed at a sacond inter-igoncy reeting to e held in Beirut,
Lebanon, during 27 February - 1 March 197C.  The report will thén te revised
and submitted to an Arah intergovernmental meeting, to be held in Beirut,
Lebanon during 27=2% March 1570, The consultant, on the hasis of the
deliberations of the neeting, will ; Prepare the final feasinility study which
is to be submitted to the current session of ECHA.

59. L seminar on Technolo gY Transfer =znd Change in the frab Midile Erst
(ECW. region) was organized by ECWA and held in Beirut during 10-14 October
1977. The Scminar was attended by more thar one huncred perscns, reores senting
various United Wations and arab organizations as well as interested individuals
and institutions, Thirty-two technical p anorg were nresonue‘ and QluC”SS@O under
three nain SUbJQCtu. {i) the systen of sc1ence and technology, under wblch ,
thirteen papers were discussed covering a wide spactrum of topics mainly in the
ield cf acquisition, transfer and development of technolosry in the ECHA reszion;
(11) agriculture and water, under which ten papers were discussed, dealing with
varicus aspects cf weter needs in agricultural develeruent in the region; and
(iii) industry and transport, under which nine pacers wers discusszd, clearly
stressing desalination technologics, pr*ospech énl scope for solar encrgy and
new technological €Xperiences in frab lHHUfoleu. The wapers and procecdings
of the Seminar, in the 2rocess of being edited and pub ished in Loud n, will
constitute a significant addition to the weagre literature of relevance to the
region in the field of the transfer of technology. | ’

£0. Prepuratlons a+ the replonal lovel fo" thc Unltej Haflono Co ferenfe cn
Science and ¢echnolo;y for Develop ent ’UNCSTJ) C”ﬂtlﬂUC’ LU?l“" the reporblng
period, The pPreparatory work fcr UNCSTD was discussed and outllre¥ in the
Fifth Special Session of the Committee on Sc1enc~ 2nd Technolepsy for Development
(CSTD) in February 1977. It included the convening of two yreparatory neetings
in every repion in 1977 end 1573, The First Pr eparatory lesional “,ethﬂ for
UNCSTD was convened in Beirut, Letanon, curing 19-21 Decewn: er 1077, The meeting
was at,c ded by representatives of xember States, national institutions and the
regional and intermational organizations concerned., A workinz paper prepared
by a consultant (m/ECWA/NR/COHF/E) was presented and discussed at the maeeting,
The meeting revicuwed Progress in the preparation of national pepers, considered

plans for follow-up, and agreed on the followinz five subject areas for UNCSTD:




(1) food and agriculture; (ii) transport and commanications; {(iii) natural
resources f{rational management and utilizztion, development and conservation,
renewable and noneranewable, and non-conventional sources of enerzyls {(iv) |
industrialization; and (v) humen settlement (health, social services, housing
and environment). The Second Preparatory Regional Meeting fer UNCSTD is
scheduled to be held in Beirut, Lebanon during 10-14 July 1678, and its
provisicnal agenda has been approved. ECWA is entrusted with preparing a
regional report for the neeting, based on a review of national papers. -The
report will also deal with policies and plans of action concerning; problems
relating to the five subject areas.

6l. During the period between June and Aupust 1977, the Science and Technolocgy
Programme, in co-operation with the United Nations O0ffice for Science and
Technolozy {(OST)}, undertook a study and orgenized field missions on information
exchange and transfer of technolgoy. A report entitlad "A Study and Assossnent
of Information Resources in Selected Developing Countries" (ECWA Resion) was

prepared and distributed to the various institutions in the regicn zs well as

]
ot
®
o

tc the United Nations orwanizations concerned. The report was also preser
for discussion in the Fifth Session of the "Inter-igency Task Force on
Information Exchange and Transfer of Technology®, which was held in Geneva
during 12-20 September 1977. The report included recommondations on the
establishment ¢f a regional network of technslogical information exchange,
within the context of an international network,

'Y

62, The final version of a report on The Stutus of Science and Technology
in the Western Asia Region (E/ECYA/NR/SEM.1/18), was completed in Sentember
1677, and widely distributecd. Its rezuler up=dating will constitute a basis

for a biennial survey on the question.

63. - Concerning the implementation of the 1876-1977 workprograrme, projects

on Review and Analysis of Development in the Ficld of Science and Technelozy
(E/ECWA/28, activity 2.4.1(b)), Resional Co-operative Resezrch and Technology
(E/ECWA/28, activity 2.4.2) and the Seminar on Co-operative Research and Technology
Projects in the Region (E/ECWA/28, activity 2.4.5.) were carried cut throuch

the activities mentioned in paragraphs 56, 57 and 60 above. A4As for thes projects

on the fLpplication of New Technologics to Land and Water Resources Development
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and Management (E/ECWA/28, a~%ivity 2.4,3.) and the Application of Science and
Technology at the Farm Level (E/ECWA/ZB)activity 2.4.4.), they have been
carried over tn the 1578-1279 btiennium (E/SQGQ/Add.l, Te 271 and 276a).

c4, Regarding the implanmentation of 1570-1079 workprogramre, the project on
Institutional Mechonisms for the Transfer and Development of Technelony
(E/5969/Add.l, De 266) is being executed within the activities relating to the
Arab Regional Centre for the Transfer and Develcpment of Technology {sce
paragraph 56 above).

€5. ECWA participated in the meetinss of the Sub~Committee on Science and

Techinclogy of the Administrative Cormittee on Co=ordination

——

ACC) which were
held at Geneva in May, July andg Sertember 1977, During these meetings, various
other neetines of‘ég:ggg working grouns, ACAST and ECE were also attended, as
they dealt with subjects related to the activities of the Science andg
Technology Programme, ECWA also attended 2CC's Sun=Cormittee neetings and the
second session of the Preparatory committee for the United Nations Conference on
Science and Technolosy for Development and part of the fourth Session of C3TD
held at Geneva during January - February 1570.

F. Population Divisior

Lo, The workprogramme of the Population Division of =CuA involves activities
in the following areas: datza collection; derorraphic analysis; population snd
development ineluding population policies; and population cducation and
information.

TI

67, Data collection: The United otions ieadcuarters has, as an exceptional

Neasure, sub-allotted to EQVW: ercculing zgoney status with regand to the country
project for g demographic sccio=cconomic survey of nine new townz in the
Sultanate of Oman. Field work is nearing completion while the processing and
analysis of the results is expected to take en additional six months., Two

Omani officials will be trained at the ECHL Population Division in conjunction

Wwith the analysis of the survey results.
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63, In reponse to ECWA re olution 23 (III) on Census of the Palestinian
Arab People an expert group meeting was held in Damascus, Syria from 5-G June
1277, and was attended by the PLO as well as a number of experts. Taking into
consideration the recommendations of the neeting, ECWA Population Division
prepared a project on Census of Palestinians and 2 preliminary draft was
communicated to UNFPA in August 1977. Final draft is now under consideration
by UNFPA,

69. The preparatory meeting on the "Survey of Arab Scholars" was held in
Damascus from 11-13 June 1977 and wes attended by regicnal and internationa
experts., Taking into account the recommendations of this meeting, the ECUA
Population Division prepared a project request to UNFPAL to undertzke 2 survey
of Arab qualified manpover inside and outside the Arab countries; This project

is at prsent under consideration by UNFPA.

70. In oreparation for the 1930 Zound of Population and Housing Censuses,
each region was requested to hold an expert group meeting to moke its
recommendations, particularly regarding the topic end tabulations that must be
included in these censuses. These recormendations would then be combined into
the international recommendations to be issued by the United Nations in 187C.
Accordingly, ECH.. Population Division organized an Expert Group Meeting on
Census Techniques from 12-10 December 1977, which was attencded by technical
representatives of the various countries of the region. The recommendations of
the meeting were contained in its final report, coples of which are aveilable

to delegates upon request.,

T1. ECWA continued to offer to the countries of the rezion zdvisory services
on population data collection. Missions were effected to Lebanon, Jordan, Omzn,
Syria and Yemen Lrab Republic, ECUL els> participated in the UNFPL mission for
Democratic Yemen's basic needs nssessment. Many of lhese missionshave resulted
in the preparation of project requests to the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA). & mejor project in this rezard is that prepared by the
Governnent of Lebanon with the assistance of ECWA entitled "Population and
Jousing: Data Base for Lebanon" which would secure 211 population and housing
information needed for policies that rmust urgently be undertaken by the

Goveinnent after the events of 1375-1G75.
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72, Demographic analysis: In this arca, major effort wag spent during the

past year on the conpilation and analysis of demosraphic and related socice
economic data for the countrics of the ECLL resion., As a followeup to the

first demographic dnta sheets, the second deno-raphic Socio=economic data sheets
containing updated infornation ancd a nunber of estimates on mission datz worked
out by the Population Division of mews were completed in January 1970 and widely
disseminated,

73. The work cn the first population country profiles of ECUA is nearing
completion. These country profiles contéin, for each country, infornmation on

its bpopulation data collection activities, a brief analysis of the uost roecent
population ang related socio=economic azta zvailatle, a fenerzl view of
prospective trends of population variables, a review of populztion policies
undertaken by the country in question and an extensive bibliographyOn population
research and other rclevantpublications-relatina to that country. These
country-profiles, together with 2n extensive overview of the population situation
in the ECwaA region, are at bresent in the process of printing for puklication

and dissemination and are expectad to appear in the sumnnmer of this year,

T4. Follow-up to the re-ional seminar on demo;rarhic data collection ard
analysis held in imman, Jorden from 30 October to 10 Novenber 1279 included
publishing the hacksround papers in book form under the title "The Population
Framework: Data collection, Demographic anelysis, Population nnd Devalopienty,
The English version of the hoox appeared in Lacembepr 1277 and the arabic version
is in print, The English version of this book was distriduied free of charse to
all researchers, research =nd training institutions “nc covermnent offices in
the region dealing with its subject matter, 21 liarse number of raquests have
a2lso been received fron institutes and universitics outside the ECWA rerion,
Copies of the book zre availabe to delerntes upon requcst.,

75. Population anc Development including Population Policies: BCWA h-d

requested three addition=1 infrastructura posts from UNFPA fop the period 1570~
1977 but because of the events in Lebanon and other factors these were not
approved until Januery 1970, Ls a result, some aspects of the workpreoramme
had to be delayed and it wss decided that the najor impact of this should te

in the arez of reéscarch into population anc develonmont., fccordingly, the

study cn the correlates of differentizl norkicdity and nortality in selected
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ECHA countries which was cxpecte! to be complated in 1977 was delayed and is
not expected tc be completed before the end of 1273, Similarly, the research
into the socio-economic determinants of desired family plannins and fertility
in the ECWA region which was to be ccmpleted in 1977, will not te completed
until‘the end of the present year. Howecver, ECWA has continued to play its role
in the United Nations systaa in the field of nonitorin:, review and 2ppraisal

of the World Population Plan of Action ard has prepared the reports requested

hy Headquarters for undertaking this activity, The studies on comparative
decision-making in popualtion policy end on inteprated population coals and
inputs in the development plans and programmes in the ECWA countrics are

expected to be completed in 19

T6. Population education and information: In this connexicn, ECWA Population

Division maintains a specialized library and reference centre financed by UNFPA
whose purpose is to assist rescarchers interested in the popuzltion questions

of the region as well as the relevant nationzl and recional treining institutions.
4 major expansion of this library end reference contre hog taken place durinﬁ tha
past year both in terms of its activitics and the nuritber of volunes contain

This centre also offers ruidance on availsble fellowships in the ficld of
population to prospective trainees and on available research srants for

3

prospective researchers. Uork on these activities was intensified particularly

after the return of ECWA to Beirut in June 19 277,

77. The Population Bulletin of ECWA was redesisned to further emphrsize its
role as the imajor scientific journal in the field dealins with porulation
questions of this repgion. Issues numlors 12 ani 13 for 1577 were rroduced in
both Arabic and Enrlish and contained articles dealing with Jdemo~raphic and
population and development questions in the Aral countries. Contributors to
the Bulletin are international as well =zs resional population experts. Copies

.

of the Bulletin are sent free of charge to on exbensive list of persons and

@

institutions inside and outside the rezion, Copics of the Bulletin ar

available to delegates upon request.,
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G. Transport, Cormunications and Tourism Division

78. 'During the period under review, the Transport, Commﬁnicatiéns and
Tourism Division has drafted the terms of reference and medus operandi for the
study of "The Development of an Integrated'Transport and Commuhications
Metwork in the ECWa Region", and completed its work in Iragq, Jordan, Lebanon
and Syria (Docunment E/ECWA/Trans/1). Subject to availability of resources
and with the collaboration of the Apab Fund for Eccnomic and Social Develop-
ment, the study of the remaining countries of the region is expected to be
completed by the summer of 1978, A mecting of senior Government officials
responsible for transport policies in their‘countries will then he convened
to review these studies with a view to deciding on the second phase of the
study to bring the project to the implementation stage.

79. At the request of the Government of the Yerien Arab Republic, two experts
visited the country to advise thre Government on a $20 million project for the
development of a deep water port at Mocha., The project aims to provide
additional port capacity to meet the massive'impoht’progfammé'df the country
and facilitzte economic transportation of goods to the Taiz region. The project
includes rehabilitation of the existing berth facilities and construction of
new berths, a breakwater to provide sheltered berthing for Ocean-going ships,
dredzing and land reclamation for building adequate’sheds, stdrage facilities
and provision of navigationail aids.

80, The Division has participated in the first’meeting ever to be held by the
United Nations for senior officials responsible for transport in the regional
economic commissions. The objectives of the necting included, among other
things, the co-ordination of transport activities of the United Nations and,

on an on-going basis, the exchange of viéws, technical informetion and expertise

whenever this is feasible.

81. The Division has participated in the Regional Conferenée cf the Middle
East and North ifrica, held in Cairc 9-15 Appil 1977, ‘organized by. thé Ministry
of Trensport and Communications of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the International
Road Federation (IRF) and the frab Association,

82. At the request of the Government, the Regional Adviser on Transport and

Communications visited Banrain to advise the authorities on the putlic
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transportation systcm operated by the Putlic Transport Directorate of the
Ministry of Transport which needed tc be expanded in order to satisfy the
present demand, and to assist in reviewing and appraising the servicing and
maintenance of the runnin~ of the bus services. The Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan has alsc requeéted and received the services of the relonal adviser

to assist the Government in two projects:

{a) Study of the cost of moving bulk grain from Agabe to Amman by rail

transport, and

(b) To surgest a rational approach to the proposed traffic study for

the Amman region.

3. At the request of the Leébanese Naticnal Council for Reconstruction and
Development, the rcgional adviser assisted the Government in its prosramme for

the rehabilitation and maintenance of hidways.

B, Socizl Development and Human Settlement Division

Gh. The Division prepared an assessment report of the social situation in
the ECWA rezion and is continuing to monitor progress in social development,

more specifically with rezard to women, youth and integrated rural development.

5. In the area of Participation of Youth in Development, the Division

completed a regional survey on planning for youth with special reference to
national developnment plans, statistics on youth, and to machinery for dsaling
with youth. A report was prepared in responsc to Genceral Assembly resolution

31/130 on the present and futurc role of youth in development.

3€. The following activities from the 1370-1579 workprogramme are being
initiated: A statistical survey of youth categories and youth services and

a review and assessment of the situation of youth.

CT. In the field.of Women in Development, the Division continued to. werk on

the systematic collection of quantitative data depicting women's social

educaticnal, lesal and employment status in the region.
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OC, At the request of the Department of Wonmen's Affairs ofthe Government
of Jordan, a repert was prepared ang transmitted outlining puidelines for a
plan of action for women prosrammes in Jordan,

S5 The Division submitted & preliminary propossl for a programme of
activities and resecarch in the field of women's affairs, to be funded by the
Uniteg Nations,Voluntary Fund for Women. The project proposal centerced on
field activities aiming at the advancement of women in the resion, especially
in the least developed countries.

50. Preparations were made for the convening of a rersional confersnce on
Arab Women in Development to be held in Amman in May 1572, which will ratify

a regional plan of action for the integration of women in national cevelopment.
A study is being prepared for the conference on development trends in the
status of women in the region,

21. The'following activities from the 1970=1973 workprogramme are undlerway:
{a) Study on the types and impact of developmental social services
offered by non-zovernmental wonen's orsanizations in selected ECWA countrises;

(t) Publication of data bank indicators on the status of Arab women,

o2, Under Social Welfare Plannin;; and Programming, the Division comnpleted a

guidelines report on social welfare Planning and erosramming in Lebanon., L
survey of resional facilities and personnel in the area of the rehabilitation
of the cisabled has been initiatecd, ‘Vork will continue on assessing the needs
for social services in ECWA countries. 4 report on popular participation in
decision makin;* in the ECWA countries wzs prepared,’and a study on review and
asessment of the situation of devclopmental sccinl welfaré in sclected ECWA
countries is underwéy. The Division also brepared a preliminary project

proposed for drug control in Lebanon.

33. In the field of Integrated Rural Development, the Division completed =

sSocio=gconomic survey of the South-Ghor Rezion of Jordan. 4 Jjoint study with
the ECWA/FAQ Agriculture Division entitled "The Present Position snd Potentini
of Rural Development in the Least Develope? Countries of the ECUA Rezion" was

completed. A survey of the intesrated rural development projects an? prosranmses

in the region is being finalized.
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G4, At the request of the Government of Yemen, the Divisicn prepared a

preliminary project proposal for assessing the role of the local development
associations in the Yemen fLrab Republic. The poject document submitted to
the Government has been approvel and co=-crdination with other Divisicns cf
ECWA, to implement the study, is underway.

55, The Division is a member in the ECWA Task Force for carryins out the

study on the economic and social situation and potential ¢f the Palestinian
Arab people, Data collection for the study is underway in a number of ECWA
countries.

9t. The Division participated in the following meetings: a workshop on

voluntary organizations in Jordan; the Third Confercnce of the Arab Ministers

of Social Affairs; the Fifth Session of the ACC Subcormittez on Ecducation and
Training; the Sixth Session of thc Arab Leajsue's Commission of the Arab Joman;
the Conference of Ministers of Education and those liesponsible for Economic
Plannin;; in Arab Statcs held in Abu Dhabi; the Yemen International Developmeont
Conference; and the Seninar orranized for directors of all Saudi firabian
ministries concerned with community development nt the local level;United Nations
Interagency Group for the Promotion of Women; Internationzl Voluntary

Organizations Meeting Resarding Rehabilitation of Lebanon.

97. The Division also prcvided the followin advisory services:

(a) The establishment of women's or~anizotions and improvement of

o

existing ones in Oman and the United LArab Emirates;

(b) Establishment of an operative work plan for a newly created
Department of HWomen's Affairs in Jordan;

{c) A pilot prosramme of community davelopment in  Oman;
(d) Social development planninz and social reconstruction in Lebanon;

(e} Matters concerning social aspects of integreted rural development

projects in Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Democratic Yamen;

(f) Prozrammes for youth in Bahrain Qatar, Democratic Yemen and the

Yemen LArab Republic;

{z} The desizn and implementation of projects for social develepment

and family welfare in Syria and Qatar;

(h) The elimination of the production and consumption of gat in the

Democratic Yemen.
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9c. In the field of Hume Settlements, the Division prepared on assessment

report of the human settlement situation in the region and continues to monitor

pregress in human settlements in the region.

g9. In the connection with Low=Cost Housing Development, the Division
completed a paper entitled "Housing Policy in Lebanon® which was transmitted
to the Government of Lebanon and to internation2l orsanizations assisting in
the reconstruction of Lebanon. Follow=up on the report will continue throushe-
out 1970, A study evaluating housing finance in the ECWA region, with
particular reference to the Syrian Arab Republic and Jordan, was zlso
completed while a study from the 1573=1579 workprogramme on requirenents for

the development of low=-cost housing materials has been initiated.,

130. The Division and UNEP jointly concducted a survey of sub-regional
research and demonstration centres in thke resgion., A joint UNEP/ECWA mission
was undertaken in this regard, This project will eventually lead to a
study of demonstration projects in human settlements technolozy and the

development of regional networks for human settlements technology.,

131, In the field of Planned Metopolitan Development, the Division has

initiated a study on the social aspects of urban developrent in the resion as
well as a study on assessinent of the needs and requirements to improve the
urbtan physiczl enviromments., The Division also continued its participation in
the planning of the Institute for Urban Development.

1C2. In the area of Rural Settlement Planninm, the Division has completed a
study on rural housing in the ECWA recion and initiated a study of traditional

rural settlements.

103. The Division participates in the following msetings: the Fifth Mecting
of Arab Towns Organization; an Expert Group Meeting on Criteria for the
Selection of Appropriate Building Technolosiies and Meetings in Kuwait and

Saudi Arabia on preparations for the establishment of a proposed Arab Institute

fo» Urban Develpment.

1C4, hdvisory services were provided to Governments in the field of low-
cost urban housing, housing finance institution, humen settlement technolos

and in reconstruction activities in the field of housing, building and

planning,
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" . Statistics Unit

105, Under the Statisbics Prograrme of the Commission, areas of work

concentration included:

(a) Econonic statistics with special emphasis on the preparation

and development of national accounts;

(b) Prices, index numbers and purchasing power parity for

international compariscn;
(c) Preparation of the 1278 Abstract; and

(d) Technical services rendered to the various ccuntries in the

region upon request,

105, The Statistics Unit preparsd aad published in May 1977 Bulletin
Number 1 of the National Accounts Studies entitled "Economic Growth of the ECHA

Countries Throughout the Period 1960-1572". Bulletin Mumber 2 entitled

"3ross Domestic Procduct byType of Expenditures and Industrial Origin" is now
being firalized and will be published soon.
1C7. The Unit assisted the Yemen irab Republic in preparing and publishing

in June 1977, jointly with ECWA, the mational Accounts of the Yemen Lrab
Republic for the Years 1$58/187C - 1575/157C".

100, A "Yorkins Group on Production, Consumption Expenditure and Capital
Formation Accounts at Current Prices® was organized by the Statistics Unit
in October 1977. Ten cf the ECWA Member States participated in the working
group and shared their countrics experience in setting up the national
accounts. The Statistics Unit anc the United Netions Statistical Office
presented papers on the scope and structure of the United Nations Systenm of
National Accounts (SHi) including the formetion and compilation of the
production, consumption expenditure and capital formation accounts at current

prices. The publishing of the proceedings and the final report is underway.

109. During May, June and early July 1977, the Statistics Unit assisted
the Department of Statistics of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in setting

vp the national accounts of Jordan in the frame of the new SNA. In October

1577, 2 study entitled "National Accounts in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
by the new SNA 1952-1976" was published jointly by the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and the ECWA.
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110.- £ study has been underwzy of consumer price indices in the ECWA
countries while work on the Statistical Abstract of the Arab World continues
despite the limited resources allocated for this project. Efforts have

been made in improving the coverage and content of the Abstract. 2
statistical questionnaire has been prepared and most ECWA countries

have so far been visited for the purpose of having the questionnaire filled
in. The 197¢ Abstract is now being finalized.

111, During the period of the report assistance was extended tc some
regional traininginstitutes and some governments through the Regional
fidviser on National Accounts and Economic Statistics as follows:

Syria: - Assistancein preparinz the 1975 and 1970 nationzl accounts
in the frame of the new SNA.,

- Assistance in setting up commodity balances by ¥.:lue and
quantity for the years 1371-10756. ‘

- Assistance in preparinz input-output tables for 1971-1976.

- Assistance in the development ¢f consumer price indices
and family budset surwveys.

Irag: - Giving lectures in the Arab Institute for Treining and
Research in Statistics, Bashdad, on the preparation and
analysis of economic and social statistics. 4 textbook
of zround 300 pages on "Econonic Statistics" as well as
a special paper on "Efforts tcwards a New Econcmic Order
were prepared in Arabic for this purpose., Bot» will be
published by the Statistics Unit and distributed to the
Statistics and Wational Accounts Departments of the

Member States.

Qatar and Bahrain:=Help was rendered to both countries in initiating work on

preparing national accounts cstimates by incustrial
origin. Plans of work were drawn up and questionnaires

were prepared for distribution to the relevant sectors

in both countries.




Jordan: « 4 mission to Jordan ig February 1978 helped in assisting
in the initiation of 2 family budget survey and the

development of cornsumer price indices and indices of
industrial production.

Democratic Yemen:- & mission to Democratic Yemen in February 1970 assisted

the Government in setting up a series of national accounts
estimates in the frame of the new SNA.

112, Among the meetings which the Statistics Unit has participated in was
the Second Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Arab Institute. for
Training and Research in Statistics, Baghdad.

J. Technical Co-operation Unit

113, The period uncder review witnessed an increase in the technical
assistance and supporting services to the countriss of the region and to
' the projects decentralized to ECWA., Moreover, the acceptance of resional
commissions as executing and participating agencies of the UNDP programme,
enhanced ECWA's role in directly assisting its Member States.

114. With the commencement of Phase II of UNDP assistance to the Arab
Planning Institute in Kuwait, ECWA was designated full fledged Executing
Apency from 1 July 1977 and through June 15C1, for this major project. ECWA
has always supported and continues to support the Institute and hopes to
continue this relationship even after UNDP assistance ceases. At present
ECWA is a Member of the Board of Trustees by virtue of its role as Executing
Agency of UNDP assistance. ,lso one of BCWA's regional advisers is a number

of the Institute's ficademic Advisory Committce.

115, In addition to the above-mentioned project, there are a number of
smaller projects which were decentralized to ECHA for execution and are
managed by the Unit. Among these projects is the Programme for Public
Finance and Aidministration (PROPFAD) which has been covered earlier in this

report, There is a separate report on this project in pursuance to ECWA
resolution 33 (IV) of 23 April 1077 which refers to the project's financial
difficulties. It is worth noting that the United Nations Office Technical

Co=operation (OTC) agreed to provide US$150,000 from its regular budget for
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1978 indicating that it could no longer continue to finance the project in
subsequent years. Othep projects for which the Unit provides management
support include the Multilateral Trade Negociations, the Democratic Survey
of Six Towns in Oman, the Brain Drain Study and the regional Workshop on
Production Accounts held in Beirut from 17 to 21 Octoher 1977. These and
similzar projects are described under the corresponding Divisions which
provide the substantive support.’ |

116. - The period under review witnessed a significant progress in the
recruitment of regional advisers and in the provision of their services to
the countries of the region. The services rendered are described under the
performance of the different substantive Divisions. The Unit was concerned
with promoting these services, programming and reporting on the missions of
the adviser. As of this date, ECWA has regional advisers in the following
fields: Human Resources Development (Mr. Hamed fmmar); Statistics and
National Accounts (Mr. Adel Al Akel); Household Sample Survey (Mr. Abdul
Karim Bourini); Incdustrial Projects Formulation (Mr. Tarek al Khudayri};
Industrial Projects Identification and fippraisal (Mr. Najim Koja Kassab};
Financial Planning (Mr. Samir Zidhom); Transport and Communication (Mr.

Tran Le Quang); Ports and Harbours Development (r. Peter Gerald Pattinson);
Population Statistics (Mr. Mohamed Hanif Khan)j;Social Devclopment Aspects of
Population Policies (Mr., Ali Fouad Ahmed, returned to Government service in
January 1G6738). Candidates for the following three posts have been selected
and are under recruitment: Regional Adviser in Agricultural Projects
Formulation and Evaluation, Resional Adviser in Development Planning and
Regional Adviser in Lesal Aspects of Natural Resources Development. Finally,
the post of Regional Adviser in Demography is still vacant and the search for

a suitable candidate is going on.

117. Most of the above-mentioned posts are bing financed from the ECWA
regular budzet, one post is financed by UMIDO, two posts are financed equally
by the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development and the Kuwait
Development Fund, and finally three posts by the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities. The posts finsonced under the ECWA regular Budget,
unless extra~budgetary financing becomes available, cannot be all maintained

during the biennium 1973/1979% because some of these posts were established

and financed from the exceptional savings accruing during the biennium




- 38 -

1976/1977. 1In this regard it would be helpful to know the views of the ECWA
Member States on this type of technical assistance and on the question of

the continuity, expansion or change in the regional advisory posts.

K. Arab Regional Documentation Centre for Economic and Social Development

118. During the period under review, work on the first and second phases
for the establishment of the Arab Regional Documentation Centre for Economic
and Social Development was completed. It consisted of surveying libraries,
research institutes and information and documentation centres in the economic
and social fields in the Arab countries as well as the preparation of the -
feasibility study for its implementation. The findings and conclusions of
the Survey are available as docunent E/ECWA/57/Add.1 and the Feasibility
Study for the Centre as document E/ECWA/57/Add.2. The Note ofithe Executive

Secretary on the matter will elaborzate on the proposed follow-up to the

survey and the feasibility study.




