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INTRODUCTION

This Medium-TP>rm Plan has been formilated and developed in accordance with
the format and procedures leid down by the United Nations Headquarters for the
presentation of the United Nations medium~term plan on a system~wide basis.

Priority areas estonblished at the first session lmve continued to form the
nain asesfor the formulation of programmes. The present plan represents, there-~
fore, a continuation of the Commission's 1978-1981 rediun—-tern plan in terms of
priorities and progmmme categories covering the Secretariat's activities. It
constitutes, however, a mrked difference in cpproach and orientation of such
activities., The main changes are the following:

The total number of subprogrmires lns been reduced fron 44 in the 1978-1981
nediun-term plan to 29 in the prasent plan, This concentmmtion of rescurces into
fewer subprograrmes will allow for 2 greater iipact orientation of the Cormission's
activities during the plan periad.

Present Mediuo~-7>rn Plan calls for the institution of formal coordimtion
reagsures within the Secretariat focilitating o nore intense rultidisciplinary
and interdivisional prograrne orientation. The mult disciplimry programme areas
introduced in the 1980-1983 nediun~tern plan are regional integrtion, food securi ty
and raral development. The Comnission'!s activities in these three arens -~which
fall within the priorities established by the Cormissiocn - to be carried cut under
the various prograrmes will be planned and coordinmated through eppropriate mecha~
nisns (taskforce, working group ar cormittee) to be established within the
Secretariat towards the end of the current progranne bliemniun 1978-1979. The
Secretariat considers that such an approach will provide for greater allround

consideration of developrent issues,
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Genercl econonic amalysis, surveys and dnta collection characterized nost
of the sectoral progrerres of"&le Cornission during the two preceding nediun~tern
plans (1976-1979 and 1978-1981). Therefare, these plans constitute by their
natuie a solid basis for nmore profound work under the proposed 1980-1983 rediun-—
tern plen which will be directed in particular to a nore in-depth considemtion
of possible cooperative developrent arrangerents within the region in a varliety
of areas. It is anticipated :in this conmnexion that with the envisaged esteblish-
nent of subsidiary bodies of the Cormission in the first half of the eighties,
Menber S ates will inereasingly call upon the Cormissi on during the 1980-1983
plan period and that expanded opportunities for regional cooperation will sub-
sequently ererge.

The following problens and strategies will be highlighted in the Plen:

REGIONAL INTEGRATION

The countries of the ECWA xegion have initiated sone bilateral and pulti-
lateral arrangerents aining at a wider cooperation and econonic integmtion. Such
arrangerents have however been nainly linited to the tmde sector. Regional
integration will be pursued by o nurber of substantive progmmres during the nediun—
tern plan period. In nost cases econonic amlysis work and general surveys in
various sectors will have laid the faundation for in-depth consideration of region-
al integration.

In the agricultural sector, planning in the ECWA countries has addreseed
itself so far to malional problens only. Countries have,therefare,not been able
fo seize opportunities as well as avoid pitfolls, During the rediun—tern plan
period activities under the Food and Agriculture yrogmrre will foecus on the

strersthening of the regionmal dimension of agri cultural plamming, It will be
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attenpted to increase the awareress of mtional planners through the creation of
a base and forun for the exchange of inforration, ideas and experience regarding
regional agricultural developrent and planning. It will be supplerented by
analysis and study of regional aspects of agricultural adjustoent and integration
fron vhich would ensue concrete action proposals. The devel oprent of a regiomal
perspective plan based on the efficient utilization of regional resources would
provide a unified frarework for the formulation of future metional agricultaral
plans,

L.iw regard to tmnspart, the existing metworks snd facilities are largely
deficient and often inconsistent with the present pattern of boundaries and
population settlenents. New poles of econonic developrent, production and consurp-
tion have been created requiring readjustment of presemt ocorrunication networks,
During the 1980-1983 period efforts will be enphasized urder the Transpart, Con~
runications and Tourisn progrmamne to echieve increased tmnspart integrmtion in
the region. Attention will also focus on the epplication of intermtional conven-
tions and harnomization of mational and regional regalations, anl standerdization
of transpart and tmvel docunents,

The rediun~tern plan will under its Industrial Developnent progmin2 focus
on the fo:mulavtion of regional policies of inCustrisl cooperation and the idemt®
jfication of additional possibilities for pronoting cooperation in specific "~ -
branches of industry. The 1980-1983 cediun~tern plan will consider the existing ’
opporturities in agro-industries, asic netals snd tuilding raterials industries.
Particular attention is also to be given to the trnsfer of technology in such
branches.

A murber of regional institutions which heve a direct bearins on develop-

nent planning in the ECWA region were established during the last ten years. The
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gnall economio size of the countries in the region and their rescurce complenentdT—
ities mekes plan harnonization and cooperation in developrent planning both feasible
end essential, Moreover, regionzl integmtion objectives pursued in variais sectors
under substantive progmnnes call also for plen harnonization in ouch sectors. The
rediun~tern plen under the Developrent Plamming, bejections ad Policies programme-

will ain at achieving such harronization anong graups of countries in the region.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Weak agricultural and mural institutions in the ECWA mgion keve not only
tended to perpetuaie centralization of decision-mmking in agriculiure, dbut also
were the ceuse of 1ear-neglect of vast rurnl areas in sharing sgriaultural and mrel
devel oprent efforts and their benefits, Mareover, they are mainly responsible for
the low farn productivity in the ECWA region. During the 1980-1983 rediun-termn
plan the Comnission's activities will wder its relevant substantive programmes
reconsider farn organization including land tenure and tenancy as to make it nmowe
devel oprent-oriented and adjust it to influence fawurable farn productivity.
Action will also ain at cormecting and improving the insufficient ond someiires
disfunctional inducerent-pressure mechanisme as reflected in farm extension, aided
gelf-help berefits, price, credit end mrketing policies, Solid agriculturml end
rural institutions operating within a sound integmted ruml developrent progmrme
would allow grodual trmnsformation of the murnl subsistence economies and bring
about better living stendards amorg the miral population. Rural employrment genera-
tion and iudustricli-ation meesures are to be considered under the relevant sub-
stantive programmes within this context,
FOOD_SECURLTY

The increasingly precarious food position in the ECWA region as diaracterized

by the guodual decrease in per capita 7ood production calls for the establishrent
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of effective food security arrangements. Thus during the plan periol the food
éecurity situation will be studied in-depth fron the agricultural, tmde, tmnspart,
technological and social angles. Under the Food and Agriculture rograme, activ-
ities will particularly be directed towards the institution of regional food and
grain policies enphasizing collective inparts and regional stocking policies.
Reduction in food losses through improved storage, transit and handling fa~ilities
will be exanined under the Feod and Agriculture end Science and Technology pro-~
grammes. In addition, the establishrent of foud security arrangerents calls for

the app: sp..ate transpart and trade policies anmong countries of the region. Intra
and interregional tmde arrangerments and transpart integmtion will durirg the
medium-tern plen period also be pursued within this context,

TRANSFFR AND DEVELOPMENT OF T AINOLOGE

Technological change and the strengthening of the capacity tc effect change
will pose a major challenge to the countries of the region during the medium~tern
Plan. The estahl ishment of the envisaged Amb Centre for the Tronsfer and Develop-
nent of Technoloyy is expected to contritute to strengthening of the Amab countries!’
technological capacities and to facilita*e regional cooperation in thig area,
Under the Science and Technology progmme activities will principally be aiming-
through the above Centre- at establishing a nctwork for transfer and developrent of
technology within the Amb Warld., The Centre would mrovide for inmterregioml link-
age, while it would further constitute an impartent channel and pechanism for
follow-up to the recommendations of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology to Development to be held in 1979,
STATISTICS

L great deal of work is needed in the BCWA region to inprove external tmde

data, financial, industrial and other general economic and gocial statistics, as
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well as mtioncl accounts vhich, aside fron their intrinsic uses, serve to integrate
these data. Since such information is an essential tackground to developrent plen-
ning, work on improving it will undoubtedly help to obtain better measures of the
social impact of economic problems and developrent activities, as well as the
contribution of social changes t economic and social productivity. Far this
reason, the Statistics progmmme of ECWA ains at ioproving the capabilities of the
Member States and the ECWA Secretariat to colleet and publish a large nube of

reliable base~line and trend series on levels of living and welfars,
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Urgenizational Unit: Seoncric Commission for Western lsie
Yrograrie 1 s Food ond lgriculture
ice Urronizotion
o ot e

1. Interpovernnentel ileview

The work of the Sceretariat in this programme is reviewed by the Comission
vhich neets every yesr. The last neeting was in Lpril 1977. This plan subnission
has not been approved by this Lody, but will be subnitted to its Fifth Session in
Mey 1978.

2. Secretariat

The Secreteriat unit responsible fur this progroame is the Joint BCWA/FLU
igriculture Divigion in which there wers 8 professionzl staff on board as of 31
Lecenber 1977 of which 4 were supported fron extrabudgetary sources.

3 viversences between current adiiinistrative structure and pronosed prosrame

structure
none

e Bxpected cormletions and consecuent reorganizations

(a) BExpected corpleotions

The following vrograme elenents described in paragraph 10,11 in the Proposed
srograme Dudget for the Tiemmiun 1978-1979 (4/32/6) are expected tu be completed:

(1) In 1978-1979: 1.1; 2.1; 2.2; 2.33 3415 4413 4423 443 (i)s (i) 5.1

(new subprogramnie, see iten 5).

(11) In 1980-1981: 4.3 (iii)

(b) Consequent recryanizations

nil




Se vther Urganizotional natters

In accordance with Fi0 policy concerning the centralizetion of all
egricultural investnent and related activities at Fiu Hendquaxrters, it has been
decideds

(i) o divert the extrabudgetory rescurces (FLu) of subprograme 5 to
prograrme elenent 2.2 (sector and subsector studies) with o view %o particularly
studying integrated livestock planning in the countries of the LCWA region.

(ii) to create, in line with the 1980-1983 programe structure o new
subpror- ve on rurel developuient; rural institutions. The regular budget
regources of subprogranne 5 (premotion of agriculturel investaent) will be
allocuted to the new subprograme. The creation of a subprogrorme on rural
developuent is ccasidered justified because of the vital inportance of the rural
secvor in the econouy ond the requirenents steuning fron the nany initiatives
taken by governnents end internotionel crsonizetions (e.g. 1979 W orld
Conference on iAgrarian Reforn and hural Uevelopuent) with a view to proncting
the well-being of the rural population. Mcreover, regional cconcnic comnissions
provide a unique environnent to tackle interdisciplinary problieus such as thuse
related to rural developnent.

Be Co=ordinction

1. Fornel Coordinati.n with the Secretorizt

(a) It is expected that towards the end of the prograzle bienniun 1978-1979
an BCOWL "laskfurce or Working Grouy on Regional Integeation" functioning within
the frenework of the Yrograme and Coordination Unit will be operational. iieleven

activities of subprogramie 1 "Integrated iegional iAgricultural flamaing” will be

plenned and coordinated through this nechenisn.




(b) It is further expected that at the end of 1979 a Micrking Group

on Food Security" will be established within the franeworlk of the Yrograrme and

Coordination Unit coordincting all activities related to food security unertaken
by the ECWA Secretariat. The relcvant cetivities undertaken in Subprograrie 2
"Regional Agricultural Cooperation" will be planned and coordincted with others

through this Working Group.

(¢) In addition to the cbove nentioned coordination mechanisns it is

envisaged that during the prograrme bienniun 1978-1279 a "Committee on ural
Developnent" will be formed within the franework of the :irograyie and Joordination
Unit. Related activitics in Sub; rograme 3 "igricultural and Rural Institutions®

will be planned and coordinsted throuch this comnittoe.

2. Fornal coordination within the United flations Systen
(a) s -

Fornal coordinaticn arrangenents have been nade with Fi. (foeal point:
colicy imnlysis Division). The Joint Livision is wegponsible within the BCOWL
region for carrying out all activities denling with economic and socicl agnects
of cgricultural developiient. Uy the very nature of the Livision, planning,
implenentation and follow-up of all activitics undertoken in the Joint Tivision
is done jointly with F.io,

(b) WER;

Fornal coordination arrangersnis have been nade with WFP regarding
technical backstopping by the Joint Division of WFY food~nid activities in the
Menber States of BCW.., WFY ney contribute to activities on food grain and feed
grain security.

nt
(¢) Tnmp:

Within the context of joint UNIL /TICWEA programing and in accordance with

the Menorandun of Understanding to be signed between UNEY and NCWL in this regard,
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relevant activities reloted to the intercowntry conservotion, nenegenent and
developnent of agriculturcl resources under subprogremme 2 will be coordinated
and/or jointly undertaken with Uiid.

3 Units with which simificant joint sctivities are expected during the

periocd 1980-1983:

(a) idninistrotive Cormittee on Coordination (ACC) Tagkforce for fural

Levelopnents

The 1979 World Conference on «wgrarian ueforn and Itural Levelopuent will

induce cooperation and joint activities with the parties represented cn the ACC
Tagkforce for Rural Levelopuent.

(b) Yorld Food Council (WFC)

a formal cooperation ogreenent is being considered. It would entail
Joint implenentation of activities with regerd to food security and rural
developnent in perticular. The Joint Divisicn would also supply information
and reports on issues which received priority attention by the WFC.

(¢) Internztioncl Fund for sgricul tural Developnent (IFiD)

Scope for formal cooveration is Presently being explored. Studies
in verious fields may lead to project identification (notional as well ag
subregional/regional). Substantive backstopping of IFLD activities in the
A\

ECWLA countries is o possibility.

(d) Internctional Center for igricultural itesenrch of the Dry .ress (ICAL

4 formal cooperation agreenent is presently under discussion. It would
cover joint implementation of all the Joint Division's activities with regard

to dry-farming, Deteils of the egreencnt renain to be worked out.
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C. ALliceation of resources to subprozrames

The trend in the percentsge nlicention of regources to suburograoimes is
expected to be approxinctely cs showm in the following table:

Toble : Allocation of resources o
subnrosrorties
E—ercent%'eS

* a P GO a0 1082..7 9
Subprograiies 1978-1979 19C0~1501 1982-1983

T X5 Totel WB  XB Total U 3 Totol

1, Integrated ilegionél
wgricultural rlanning - - - 42 33 38 42 31 37

(1) Improvenent ..gricultursl

2lanning : S 7 4 - - - - = -
(2) Zate Systen 17 - 10 - - - - - -
(3) dgricwltural integrotion 42 - 25 - - - - - -
2, Regional Lgriculturcl Co-
peration - - - 29 25 27 29 25 26
(4) Food Security ] 25 15 - - - - -
3. (5) dgricultural and Rural
Institutions 8 - 5 29 42 35 29 44 37

100 100 100 100 100 lOO 100 100 100

P
—
=
p —

through (5) denote the five subprogreimes existing in the Yrovosed
Frograre Budget for the Diemiwv: 15783-1979 (1/32/6) porcgraph 10.11.
Iuring the 1980-1983 pericd swbprosraies (1) (2) (3) have been

integrated into the new subprograane 1 "Integrated Regional dgricultural
Plonning”,  Subprogreaime (4) has been integrated into the new subprogrorme

2 Miegional igricultural Cooperation®
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urganizational Uiiit: IBeononic Commission for Westerm isia

Programme 1 @ Focd apd Agrioculture

SUBPRCGGIUMME 1 3 Integrated degional sAgricultural vlanming

(2) ubjective

The objective of this subprogremme is to pronote coherent integrated
egricul tural planning by stressing the regional ond zlobal dinensions in the

|
‘ formulation of national plans and the developnent of a perspective plan for

regional agricultural developnent.

(b) RProblen addressed

sgricultural plamming in the LCWA region addresses itself generally to
netional problems and does not give due attention to regional and global developnents
National planners and policy-nmakers generally do not have objective information
concerning the agricultural situation; developnents and plans in the other countries
of the region. Iience, they are umable to seize opportunities or to avoid pitfalls.
There is a need to increase the awarcness of national planners with regional and

global developnents in order to inccrjorate these in the formulation of national

agricul ture.

L
plans and to ncke such developnents hove = bearing on pelicy and decision-neking in
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This should be supplencnted by concrete efforte in the field of agricul tural
adjustnent and integration, leading towards the developnent of a perspective pPlan
for regional agriculturcl developnent, brsed on the efficient utilizotion of
regional agricultural resources. Self-sufficiency in egricul tural products at the
regional level can unly be achieved when full advontuge is token of the curplenenta~
rities anong countries of the region and when pruduct speciclizetion is pursuyed. -

rast ond present efforts of introvert nationzl agricultural planning in the ECW.L

countries have only resulted in = rapidly widening regional deficit in agricul tural
preducts and in nalcdjusted agricul tural econonies in regional and global context.
degional agricultural planning is aining ot exploiting the trenendous

potential for agricultural integration. fThe potential for agricultural integration
is wide sirply beccuse integrotion schenes ccn influence the locotion ond producti-~
vity of the increnses in vroduction required to satisfy future growth in food dencnds.
rolicies concerning this additional output can be thought through and carried out
regionally as well as notionally., This is the challenge and the potentinl facing
efforts at integrated regional planning in agriculture. 'The nojor concern in

nents  ogriculture of regioncl integration schemes should be to influence notional policies
concerning future cutput. A

ries Closely interrelated with the forner arc the problens of agricul tural

1s. adjustient. These relbite to the task of bringing and k_eeping the supply ond denond
for sgricultural products, o8 well as factors of production, into nore satisfactory
relationships with one another, both within and botween countries.. The probleis

in have both national and inferna.tioml aspects, and focus on three central issues.

Firet, the adjustaent of produecticn sfmctures 80 as to take fuller adventage of
available technology wnd to provide farn people with higher incounes and living
conditions. Second, the adjustoent of the nationcl output of agricultursl cormo-
dities to market denand,; without prejudice to the goals set under the first =nd
third issue, Third, the adjustuent of agricultural trode with o view to bringing

cbout harnonious developuent at the regional aond global level.

-9 -




(e) Legisletive authority

- i /RES/3348(XXIX), pares.l and 5, and World Food Conference, Res. I,
paras. 2, 8; les/V. pora 1; Res/XIX. poaras. 2, 11 and 16; ond Res/XXII.
para. 4(f).

(a) Stratezy ond output

(1) The situction ot the end of 1979

Bfforts towards the improvement of agriculturcl planning were focﬁsed
on improving naotional planning, perticularly through providing a
long-tern perspective of agricultural developnent. flsc, subsector
plamning, notably irrigation and livestock, has been reinforced and
significont nethodological improvenents introduced. With regard to
regional adjustuent and integration in agriculture; the basis for
nore penetrating anclysis has been established and specific lines

of cetion have been devised as a result of studies on trade exponsion,
conprrative advantage, and ex-post agricul turcl adjustnent. Treining
activities have cined at irproving the anslytical skills of

agricul turcl plonners.

(ii) The biemmiun 1980-1931

The strategy of the subprogrange hinges on o three~pronged approach
cining at creating o solid basis for o strong regionnl agricultural
econoiy and gradually building up momentum towards the adeption of

a perspective plan for regional agricultural developnent. The first

is to increuse awareness of naticnal plammers concerning regional
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and slobal develooments. This specificolly cims at creating a
forun for exchenge ond diffusicn of infornction and idecs on
agricultural developnent in the ECW. region. This will be achieved
by o centinuocus nonitoring ond oppreiscl of regioncl and global
developnents to be consolidated in an anmunal bulletin of agricul-

tural developnent.

The second approasch concerns the promvtion of regionel agricul tural
adjustoent and integration; the sustcined efforts in studying varicus
capects of regional adjustuent and integration ¢f agriculture are

%o be concluded (in the next biemniua) with the preperction of a
perspective plan for regional agricultursl developnent. Aspects to
be atudied with regerd to regional ogriculturel integration will be
selected aaong the following: the approach to Planning ogricul tural
integration in the region, scope for sgricultural trade exponsicn
with cose study for selected cormodity groups, in-depth study of
Price structures cs related to agricultural integration efforis.

The work on intrsregional and interregicnel agricultural adjustuent
started in the 1973-1%79 bienniwm will continuc. More spceifically,
it will concenérate on systeinatic analysis of eyx=vost agricul tural

cdjustoent issues (glodal level) and egriculbural adjustnent issues

related to perspective developuents ot the rezivnal level., The

conelusions reoched in the studies on egricul tural adjustnent and
integration will be detoted in o high-level neeting on egriculbural
adjustient, and a follow-up action Progromme will be cdopted. The
implenentation of the latter would be ensurcd by intensive ceaching

through advisory services of senior staffmembers.
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(1ii)

The third effort rclates to trazining with o view to improving the
skills of agricultural »lenners. it is the intention tc co-cperate
with regional trcining institutes in the preparaticn and nonagenent
of training vrogrormes specially genred to integroted regional

agricultural nlanning.

The outgutq will consist of snnual Sulletins of Lgricultural
Development in the MOV LRegion addressed to policy-mckers ond
gorerniizent techniciang; studies on aspects of regional integration
in ggriculture addressed to governnent technicians and regional
integration agencies, on ex-post regional ogriculiural zdjustment
(globel level) end on ex—-onte cgricultursl sdjustment (regional),
cddressed to governnment technicians; an intergovermmentoel meeting
on Regional iAgricultural Adjustment Issues and Introrsgional Trade
Exponsion, addressed 1o govermment technicicns and experts of
integration agencies; and training courses on agricultural regicnal
plenning addressed to government officiecis (agricultursl plemners

and rural develcpment cxperts).

The biernium 1982-1933%

lMajocr emphasis will be on the predoration cf o persyective plan for
regional agricultural develonment. Work undertaken on agricultural
planmning Quring the two previcus biennin would constitute a solid

basis from which to start this importont exercise. Upon completicn
of the mocro-Iramework a top-level working group would be convened

to consider the objectives and torgets laid out in the study.
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Upon completion c¢f the centrel policy peper a seninar for top-level policy-
mekers would consider conclusions ond issucsg, and ncke proposals fur further action
towards the adoption of the plan.

Work on cgricultural adjustaent issues related to globeal perspective
developments will continme, s will nonitoring and spproisel ond treining cetive-
ities.

The outputs will consist of cxport reports prepared for the Werling Growp
on Jbjectives ond Strotegies for Yerspective Hegioncl hdgriculiurel Levelopment;
dreft roo.pective plon for regional agriculturzl development; o Semincr on Central
Policy Issues of ierspective llegionel agriculturcl Developmont; annucl Sulletins
of Lgpicultural Develunment in the ECHL legiony & study on egriculiurel adjustuent
in the light of persmective developoents ot the globel lovel; in-service assisgtance
end advisory services on key issues of sgricultural adjustment and integrationg

cnd, training courses (2).

(iv) activities in the strotery that cre considered likely to be of

narginal usefulness and the logislation reguiring thens

Nil.

(¢) Bxpected impact

The increased awarencss by national plenners (through the publication of an
armual bulletin) of regicnal ond global developmenis, should be reflected in
greater attention given to these aspects in the next round c¢f nationcl mediun-term
planning beginning in the mid-eishitics, and in improved policy cnd decision-making
et the national level, 4 smouth flow cnd exchange of informetion and idecs os well

28 incorxpuration of the regi-nal deuneusion in agricultural pleming would be the

nejor achievenents.




By 1983, the work on sgricultural zdjustuent and integrotion should lead to
tangible impact on policy-meking in agriculture. 2olicy decisions towards adjusine
of agriculture, at voaricus levels cf operotions cre expacted to be token by threc
five Member States in 1983. lecormendaticns in the acticn programme to be adupted
by the planned meeting on sgricultural adjustment expected tu be endorsced and acted
upon by at least four Member Stotes. 4alsc, o proposal for product specislization i
one commodity or comnodity asroup should be under discussion or implementation by the

countries concerned.

It is expected that the parspective plen for regional agricultural developner

as & uwnified framework for the formulotion of future noticnsl agricul tural developme

plens will be under active consideration by the BCWL lMember States.




3 urgenizational Unit: Seonomic Commiscion for Western .sig
lent

5o Yregramme 1: Food and Agricul ture

in SUEFRUGRAMME 2 ¢ Regional Lgricultursl Co=operation

he
(a) uUbjective
The objective cf this subprograme is to encourcge cnd initiote regional
ent
agricul tural co-uperatiin with the yurpose of achieving regionzl food security,
dent

cnd efficient intercountry conservation and development of sgriculturcl resources.

(b) Problem addressed

Many of the vroblens focing the countries in the regicn, in casu the problens

in the field of egriculture; conmot be efficicntly sclved by uniloteral action., The

fronts are singled out where collective and concerted aetion offcor o putentially

high pay~off.

The first is food seeurity wvhere the lack of regional co-operation has resulted

in high import costs end undesirable shortages and weste in varicus member countries.

Lack of appropriate food security orrangenents has in severel countries led not only

to a precarious food situntion ~nd hunger, but hos also upset Cevelopment efforts in

the economy resulting from cn wexpected reallocstion of ¢

apital resources.




LV

The s;zcond relotes to intercountry developnent, improved menagement and
conscrvation of resources; particularly of desert londs, rongelconds and livestock,
water resources ond fisherics. The extensive donege end loss of incone ond, often,
of considerable resources due to nisnonagenent and overexploitation of resources has
been repeatedly emphosized in o number of recent confercnces. ALt present, thore is
widespread concern about gpreading desertification and the complex problens thereby
generated, deteriorated rongelonds cnd overstoeking optimal exploitation of fisheries
etc. The abscnce of a plan to attack such problems as well as the mechenisms to
institute regional action - be it legislaticn, institutional dovelcpment,; exchenge of
after in-depth stud

information ond idess or direct project work - is to be remedied,

and cnalysis of selected problem crecs.

(c) ZLegislative omthority
A[Res/3348(XXIX), peras. 1 ond 5, and Vorld Food Conference. ites/VII.

paras. 1 and 4. Res/XVI, poras. 5 and Gy Res/XVIL, pcras. 2 ond 4, ond, Hes/XXII.
pare 4(F).

ECWA/iniS/34 (I11), parc. 2

U Desertification Confurence 1977, Les. 1, pora. IXI.1 ond Plan of

iction to Combat Desertification.
B/uES/211l/, (LXIII), yorc. 4, Ionilla Communique, chopters U and .

(8) Strategy ond outout

(1) The situntion ot the cnd of 1779

Regionnl cgricultural co~cporation has exclusively centered on the
promotion of regional food security. The first phase of work in 5
this area will hove been concluded. It will have fogtered national‘

food security arrsngements; perticularly shori-~tern crop i‘orecast'
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constitution of food reserve stocks and the adoption of stock

allocation end general food reserve policies. The first stage
will provide solid ground for the second stege wvhich will consider

the feasibility of regional focd security arrangements.

(i1) The biennium 1980-1981

es; The strategy and output under this subprogromme focus on two frongs.

The first is food security where the stress will be on the
£ development of regional food ond feed grain policies, particularly

with respect to collective imports and regional stocking policies.

The second froni encompasses the implementation of regional aspects
of the United Nations Plan of 4ction to Combat Desertification.
Sterting from a general situation analysis of the subject under
study, more specific issues will be studied and concrete zction
proposels developed Condusions and recommendations of all surveys )
and studies will be presented to meetings. Vhenever reguested,

j advisory services will be rendered to resolve particular problems,

or prepare and evaluate projects.

4 first field of action concerns the conscrvation of agricultural
resources, particulérly in view of the threat of desert CICEEY .

At first, o general survey will be carried out on the situstion,
policies aund efforis to gtop damage to 2and logs of egricultural
resources (land, water, forestry). 'he evaluction of the situation

will lead to proposals and recomuendations for regioncl cction.

L'y
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Second, there will be specific emphasis on the intricate problems
of traditional livestock raising and rongeland development.
Regional livestock manogement and control will be studied and be
followed by o study of the scope for collective cetion towards
regional livestock development with special cttention on breeding

Probl ensg.

The outputs will consist of o model for regional food/feed reserve
stocks ~nd security policies and creation of a co-ordinating
mezhanism for regional focd seeurity addressed to experts and
policy-mekers in agriculture cnd food supply (this output will be
presented to an intergovermmental meeting on the subject, nossibly
sponsored by WFC and FAO; and effective follow-up action will Dbe
dovised: a co-ordinciing mechanism for regional food security may
be estoblished: o survey of agricultural resource conservation and
preperotion of a fromework for regional action, anddressed to experts
cnd nolicy-mekers concerned with vorious espects of desert development;
o geminar on Resource Conservation Policies nddressed to experts

and government itechnicions ond policy guidelines on this maotter;

a regional study on livestock mancgcment and rengeland development,
addaressed to policy-makers concerned with livestock development

end proposcls for regivnsl action regerding livestock development
(feeding and breeding), including initiation of concrete projects,
addressed to government techniciens, regional ond intermational

donors.
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(iii) The biennium 1982-1953

The importont work started in the previous biemnium will continue on
both fronte, namely on food sceurity nnd resource conservation,
moncgement and develovmeiit. There will be follow-up on the regional
action regording food security orrongements, but efforts will
concentrate on regional sction to combat and reduce posi~hovest
losses. Improved storsge, transit and hondling facilities for

various agriculibural commodities will be studied.

Implementation of aspects of the United Hotions Plan of Lction to

Combzt Desertification, storted in the previous biennium, will be
monitored and followed-up, but cttention will focus on regional problems
of water menagement ond control as melated to agricultural production,
both irrigated and reinfed. Regioncl action on water monagement ond
control will be devised. With regard to resource conservation o
specific case study of rcinfed forming and forestry will be

conducted.,

The outputs will consist of a study on the scope for reduction of
post-harvest losses of selected agriculturcl commodities nddressed

to govermnment technicians and cxperts (follow-up by #AC and Joint”
Division); advisory secrvices and follow-up reports on regional food
security arrengements and on regional co--operation in livestock
development addressed to policy-mckers in the ficld of egricultures

o study on regional co-operction in watcr monsgment and control
eddressed to policy-mokers and o case study on the socio-cconomic
cffeets of desertification on rainfed forming and forestry development

and recommendations for rcgional action.
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of mergine) usefulnegs ond the legislation requiring thems:

Nil.

(e) Expected impcet

Regional co-operation in food security will take the form of collective
action on grain imports cnd stocking., The expected institutionsl framework would
be the establishment of subregional/regional greinboard(s) or co~ordinating
mechanism(s) to handle such activities. It is expected that by 1981 threc to six of
the Member States of iiCWh will have cndorsed the regional approcch towards food
security. By the end of 1983, all iambors Statos would have teken steps or messures
to toke advantage of regional food Security ~rrangements. Collective action on the
reduction of post-hcrvest losses would be reflected in Joeint ventures in hondling
perichable agricultural produce whilc in transit (one comuodity or commodity group),

involving three or four countries in 1983.

Instititional arrangements ond proposals for action to stop desert creep and
conservation of agricultural resources would be endorsed by seventy five per cent

of the Member States of ECW. in 1983,

With regard to rogional co-operztion in livestock panagetient and development,
in 1983 four Member States would have considered legislative proposals ond agreed
to institutional arrangments controlling livestock movement snd grozing. Also, six
Member States of ECWA would hove cmbrriel on collective action (project) regording

livestock development, particularly in the creas of breeding and feeding.

Fifty per cent of the ECWL countriecs would have token up two major recommen-
dations to improve water menngement and control, particulerly with regord to flooding

and institutional problums related to water nanagerent end control.
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Orggnizationa.l Unit : Economic Comnission for Jestern lsis

Erogranme 1 3 Foog and Agrioulure

SUBPROGRAMME 3 Agricul tural and Rural Institutions

(a) Obijective

The objective of this subprogramme is 4o identify institutional wealknessas
and develop policies 4o strenghten existing agricultural ang rurcl institutiong

ad/or establish ney ones.,

(b) Problem cddressed

Weak agricultural ang Tural institutions are responsible for o lexrge pord of

low faxn productivity in the ECWa countries, The first sroblen relatos o frag

organization ang Plomming which stem from o boor farm wroduction base due o prevailing

land tenure systems and fragmented holdings, Second; the l:rck cf growp dmeomies are

nenifestations of institutional weoknesses deserving inereasgcd attention, Third . +hs
institutional Support systems to the farming commnity are often too wecl: t0 be able
to efficiently fulfil their role in egricul tural development, ihere ope insufficient

ond sometimeg dysfunctional inducement-pressure Dechanisms og reflected i forp

extension, Price policies ang credit. Perceived wealmesges in exigting narieting
Sysfens ang institutiong hinder the intensification of intraregionsl +trade in

agricul tural commoditieg,




(¢) Lemislative cathori sy

1&/1105/3348(20(1'1{) bares. 1 ond 5; cnd Worid Food Lonfersace, ues/IL, pores.

1, 2, 4, 6 and 7, Res/1V, pora. 9,

E/RES/2114 (IXIII), pera, 4, Monilla Communigue, chepter 7,

(&) Stratesy ond cutput

(1)

(ii)

The situsation ot the ond of 1979

The limited sctivities wador thig subprogromme in the bienuiun

1978-1979 will have orepored the grownd ~nd provided he propor

£

perspective for a full-ge-le ange of cetivities, e convening

of the 1979 Vorid Conforence con sgrerion Refora ond }“Llu:cl Devel -
ment will give 2dditicnnl impetus and ineressed Importonee to the
vital problems of rural develcopment. "o meximize impuet, one segnont

of problems of rural development is selocted for comprechonsive

study, i.e., rural and agricul turel institutions,

The biermium 1980-1981

The first aspect of the ‘8trategy focuscs on n couprehensive onoizsis
of farm orgenizeiion in the IiCWi countries with varticvler stress on

land tenure ang fragmentation with the purpose of developing

normotive models at the subregional level.

“he second foecus of attention centors un inGucenent-presgure
mechonismg gecred towords increasing form productivity, Yriority
consideration under thig strategy would be given o réviow and
evoluntion of price policies and analy=is of the cdjustuent neaded

to have a favoursble inilucnce on farm productivity,
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In conjunction with the latter, ccasideration would be given to

narketing and other permissive conditions vhere the cmcrgence of
regional policies is very much needed in order to intengify intro-~
regional agricultural trade. & survey of morketing systems for
agricultural produce will encompess review of the morketing process
and approaches to morketing, identification of the main merketing
problems and analysis of markoeting cost. Hext, particular emphasis
would be given to the marketing of perichoble produce and its reloted
development ot the regional level, through the institution of regional
grades and stenderds cnd the estoblishment of an efficient regional

narket news gysten.

The outputs will consist of o regionsl study on land tenure and
fregnentation of holdings and suggestod normative models of form
orgonization in ECUL countrics addressed to experts and policy-mokers
in cgricul ture and managers of fermers' organizations 5nd CO~0peYa~
tives; o study on the rationalization of agricultural price nclicies
cddressed to decision-nickers in egriculture, supply and national
eccnony; a survey of the marketing systems for selected agricultural
cormodities in the ILCHL region, addressed to govermaent technicians
cnd nenagers of marketing orgonizotions; a study of issues in norketing
perishable ggeiculifural prodﬁce in ths #ZCWUL countries, cddresscd

to govermnont techniciansy and, Experit~Group Meeting on Marketing

Lgricultural Produce, addresscd to mavketing experits snd ucnagers of

I FA

agricul tural morketing organizations in the ECH. countries.,




(1ii)

The bisnaium 1902-198%

Study cof cgriculiurcl and rural institutions end issues related to
their improvencnt cnd development wouid continue. LA synthesis

of results snd action proposals would be considered at an
intergovernmental meeting on rural development. Decisions would be
token towords development of agricultural institutions, anG proposals
for concrete action in a nuaber of areas would be adopted. In the
latter poxrt of the biennium, follow-up activities to the meeting

would be emphasized.

With regord to farm orgenization and planning, attention will center
on rationalization . and recrganization of fﬁrming gystems and improved

farm planning related to rural settlements in new areas.

With regord to inducement-pressure mechenisms geared towerds increased
frrm productivity, o second cnd third element will come under study;
nunely the rocle of agricultursl extension systens and the type of
reorientation required to encble the introduction of imnovations, acnd
agricultural credit with particulor stress on short-term and

medium-term credit focilities, needs ond issues.

With regord to marketing, all efforts would pertain to follow-up
activities genred tuwards succcssful implementation of resclutions
odopted during the meeting in the previous biennium. Special study
or advisory services may be taken up regarding functionsl and

orgenizational issues in commodity masketing.
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The outputs will congist of idelines for improved £ipym sloinning in new
Y &£

rural settlement areas and for roeticnalization and reorgenization of farning systens

in the ECWi countries, addressed to governmont technicians and lecders of farmers!

orgenizations and co-operatives; ao Workshop on Land Heform, rddrcascd to experts in

the field of sgriculture; a progress report on action towards improved parieting of

ogricul tural commodities, addressed to decisiun-makers in agriculture end nerketing

crganizotions; and evaluaticn report of agriculturel extension systems and trcining

needs for extension persomnel in the ECWA region, cddressed to cuperts, guvermnent

technicians in agriculture, resesrch and education; & study of ngricultural credit

needs and related requirements in the ECUA ‘countries, addresscd to policy-nokeors in

egriculfure and doncr orgonizations; and, an Intergovernuaental Meeting on Rurcl
Development addressed to top-level and senicr policy-mekers in agriculture znd

rurel development.

(iv) activities in the strategy that ore congidered likely tu be
narginal usefulness and the legislcotion requiring thems

Nil.

(e) Expected impact

L£11 activities would converge towards a top-level Meeting cn Rur-l
Development which, it is expected, would have significant impact on medivn-tery
policymaking and stepping up investment and concrete action towards impreved
well-being of the rural pupulation. Ideas and information on the needs of
building and strengthening instituticns to support rural devolopument would
be highlighted at the prlanned intergovernmental neeting on rural developnment

in 1983. It is expected that in 1983 fifty percent of the Member Stotes of
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ECWA would have endorsed implementetion of at least two mojur recomuzendations.

The studies on farm urganization and farm plonning should identify
structural relatiunships between form orgmnizoation and productivity end should
lead to the developnent of normative mcdels promoting efficient form production.

In 1983, fifty percent of the ECWL Member States wculd hove considersd or adepted
models for improving farm organization as well as related legislative znd
institutional proposals.

The study of agricultural price policies is expected to lead to decisicns
by several Member States aiming at rationalization of such policies at the
regional or subregional levels thereby giving further impetus tu intagrated
regional planning in 1983,

The identification of compcrative extension requirenents would favour the
estoblishment of a regiovnal/subrogional extension contre to agsist in the”
formuletion of regional extension policies and the training of extension workers in
1983. ilso, guidelines to improve the interaction educatiun~research-extensicn
would have been considered by three to six countries.

The study of agricultural credit weaknesses should be of direct interest
to regional financial institutions and should ensble the formulstion of regicnel
credit pclicies in close harmony with the recently established Regional sgricultural
Credit isscciation for the Near East. In co-operation with the iatter, proposeals
to substantially strengthen twe agricultursl credit banks in the region would be
wnder implementation in 1983.

The work un marketing systems would lead to organizationsl and institutionsl
improvements, particularly with regard tc o more efficient contributiun cf agri-
cultural merketing to rural development. Case-specific prupcsals would have

been adopted by three to five BCWi countries in 1983, The study of narketing
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instituions should lead to legislatiun concerning the esteblishment cf grades

end standards for perishable produce; as well as the promoticn of the establishnent

of a regional market-news systen.




2. Development Planning, Projections and Policies




Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Westera Asia
Programme 2 : Development Planning, Projections and Policies

A. Organization

1. Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is revieweq_by the
Commission which meets every year. The last meeting was in April 1977. This
plan submission has not been approved by this body, but wWill be submitted to
its Fifth Session in May 1978.

2, Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Developnent
Planning Division in which there were seven professional staff on board as of
31 December 1977, of which one was supported frcm extrabudgetary sources, As
of 1st January 1978, the Division has the following five substantive programmes:
Development Plarning, Projections and Policies; International Trade and
Development; Developrient Finance and Administration; Labour, Management and
Employment ; and, Transnational Corporations? Of the five programmes of the
Division, only the Transnational Cornorations Prorramme is accomodated with a
subdivisional arrangement at the 'Unit! level., The remaining four procrammes
are managecd within the Development Planning Division without a corresponding
subdivisional set-up. The staff situation in the Development Planning,

Projections and Policies Programme was as follows on 31 December 1977:

Programme ——
RB XB Total

Development Planning, Projections
and Policies 3w - 3%

# Reference, documents A731/6/0ad. 1 and £/732/6.

*  This includes the Chief of the Division,
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Divergences between current administrative structure and proposed
programme structure

None,

Expected completions and consequent recrganizations

(a) Expected completions

The following programme elements described in paragraphs 10.12 to 10.14

in the Proposed Programme Budget for Biennium 1978-1979 (A/32/6) are expected to

be completed:

(i) In 1973=1979

1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 4.1

(ii) In 1980-1981

(b}  Consequent reorganizations

None.

5. Other organizational matters

Programme formulation and implementation could be rendered more effective

if individual programmes were identified with sections/units within the Division.

B. Co-ordination

1. Formal co-ordination within the Secretariat

It is expected that the Division will play an active role in the co=-
ordination of the Commission's activities related to regional integration, Such
activities will be planned and coordinated through the ECWA "Taskforce or
Working Group on Regional Integration" to be established towards the end of
1979. Activities scheduled under subprogramme 3 "Plan Harmenization and
Regional Cooperation® will in particular be coordinated through this taskforce
or working group.

2. Formal co-ordination within the United Nations System

Nene.
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3.

IO}
v

- Fom el e —

Units with which significart jq}g} activ;ELg§ are oxpected dupiae th
pericd 1980-1983 '

It is expected that Joint activities will be undertaltzen with CDPPP/Z3A fop

development of short-term forecasting models and nerspective rlanning models for
I E 3

the member countries of ECWa and the region as a whole.

C. Allocation of resources to subprogrammes

The trend in the percentage allocation of resources to subprogrammes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the following table:

Table :__Allccation of resources to
subprogramqgg
(percentage)
- ’ vy
78 080~ 282-193
Subprogramme# 13781879 1*0wmm” ..... 1ﬁ££ﬁww

RB XB1{ Totall RB X3 | Totall RB | XB | Total

1.

s w3 we (ol

Review and Assessient of
Trends, and Short-Term

Forecasts - |100 60 | 45 | - 45 1 45 | - )
(1) Assistance and Training 60 | - 20 | - - - - - -
2. Perspective Planning 30} - 134 30| - 3013 |- 2

3. Plan Harmonization and i
Regional Co-operation 0] - 7125 - 251251 - 1 g3

[ T - - a0 o s e s e 3 -t
i t
100 1100} 100 {100 { - | 100 l100 | - | 0o
2

The Programme Budget for the Biennium 1978-1279 (A/32/6) indicates 4 sub-

programmes (para 10.13). During the 1980-1983 plar period, these four sube
programmes will be reorganized as to form three subprozrammes 1, 2 and 3 as
indicated in the table. The subprogramme "Assistance and Training® appearing
in A/32/6 para 10.13 is to be integrated intc these three subprogramnes,

The Development Planning, Projections and Policies programme also covers

the management of the other four substantive programes of the Division.
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Organizational Tnit: Economic Commission for Vestern Asiza

Programme 2 Development Planning, Projections and Policies

.0

SUBPROGRAMME 1 : Review and Assessnent of Trends, and Shert~Term
Economic Forecasts

(a) Objective
The objective of this subprograrmme is to review and assess current econnaic
trends and development planning efforts and make shert-term economic forecasts

for ECWA countries and the region as a whole.

(b) Problen addressed

A1l countries of the ECWA region have instituted, in one form or another,
development planning. The sharp increase in oil revenues accruing to the ~il-
exporting countries of ECWA will definitely casc one of the major constraints
facing their development and will help accelerate their progress.  However,
other coastraints prevail, particularly the shortases of skilled and trained
manpower, the dependcnce on imported know how and the neod to mouderuize the
instituticnal framework., The review and asscessment of cach country's experience
in development planning will provide practical results on how far cach country
has managed to overcome thesc and other constraints. In addition, the imperteance
of short-term ccononic forecasts has been neslected and their iuplcuentation is
long overdue in the ECWA region. The effoctivencss of short-torn ceonomic
policies dealing with many imrortant policy problems such as statilization,
resource allocation and income distribution may depend critically on the
forecasting capacity of the country in guestion, Furthermorc, the developnent
of short-term forecastins capacity would enabic ther tc assess socilo=-ecsnuiic

impacts of various policy alternatives.
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(c)  Legislative authority

A/Res/2626(XXV):/’ operative paragraphs 79, 81, 33. E/Res/1396(LVII),
Section 1, operative paragraph 1. E/Res/1911/(LVII) Section 1, operative
paragraph 2: Section 1, operative paragraph 3.

(d) Stratesy and output

(1} The situation at the end of 1979

Provided sufficient resources are rade available, the Development
Planning, Projections and Policics Progrormc will initiate in 1978 the research
work required for the annual publication entitled "Economic Survey of ECWA
countries", The first issue of this continuins activity will appear ir 1979
&xicoéer economic conditions and developments in the rcgion for the year 1978,
but will not include cconomic forecasts for 1979. This publication is intended
to replace the Annex on "Sectoral development indicators™ to ECWA's annual
publication entitled "Studics on Development Problems in Countries of Western
Asia",

(1i) The bienniun 19801031

The work of Economic Survey initiated in 1978-1979 will continue if
sufficient resources are availabtle. In addition, the Development Planning,
Projections and Policies prosrarme will initiate in 1980, the development of
short-term econometric forecasting models for a few selacted countrics as a
pilot case, one representing the cil-producing economy and the other relevant
to the non=oil economy. By the end of 1921, cach rmember country and the region
as a whole will develep an operational model for short-term econonic forecasts.
The work will be undertaken in collaboration with ESA and various governnent
agencies and plannins institutes of ECWA countries. {Output: Annual Survey,

primarily intended to provide information and guidelines for policy action

by government authorities in the countrics of the region),

e prv e -m.

4 Mandate more than five years old,
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(iii) The biennium 1982-198%3

Beginning with 1982, the survey will include not only the review
and assessment of current economic conditions and development efforts, but
also economic forecasts for the coming year, and impacts of selected economic

policies. (Output: Annual Survey, primarily intended for Member Governments).

{iv) Activities in the stratesy that are considered likely to be

of marginal usefulness and the legislation requiring thenm

None.

(e) Expected impact

The survey will monitor and assess the execution of development nlans and
their sectoral perfornance, as compared with the planncd tarsgets, and, in the
lizht of world eccnonmic developnent and assist in the identification of major
development problems. Economic forecasts will enhance appreciably the
effectiveness of short-term eccnomic policies and will cnable planners to

evaluate the socio-econonic consequences of pursuing alternative policies.
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Organizational Unit: Econonic Cormission for Westcrn fsin

Programme 2

Development Plannins, Projections and Policieg
SUBPROGRAMME 2 ¢ . Perspective Plonning
(&)  Objective
— Ve
The objective of this subproaiarme is to undertake research and assist

ECWA countries in perspective planning, with particular attention to the least-

developed menber countries.

(b)  Problem addressed :

In addition to econony-wide medium-tern plans, perspective Planning is

needed to appraise broad developnent potentials, optinns and priorities over

the time horizon of 10 to 20 years. Subsequent medinm-term plans will ba
formulated within a hroad framewcrk of rerspective nlans. Furthermore,

perspective plans should take into account explicitly the environmental impacts

of the “evelopment process anc should focus on environmentally soun?l developrent

strategies, At present, very fow ECUA countrics are engeged in nerspective

n

Planning or long-tern econonmy-wide development stratezics.

{¢) Lerislative authority

A/Res/3508(XXX), operative paragraph 1.

(d) Strateny and output

(1) The situation zt the end of 1979 ]

Aggregative models for the ecenony-wide perspective planning will be

developed and applied for ECUA countries an?! the region as a whole, Vast

' structural differences amony ECWA nmem™epr countries, particularly oil-exporting

economy and non-oil econcny, will bHe carefully considere? in nodelling efforts,

302

issistance will be ziven to nember countries in the develorment ana operation

of nerspective planning models.
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(ii) The biennix: 1580188

Emphasis will he placed on consistency in economy-wide perspechive
planning which requires economically or technclonrically fesmsible relaticaships
hetween sectoral plans and national arrregates., Input-output models ond their
corresponding Aata bascs will be develoned for mutnaily consistont sectoral nlans,
and sectoral nlans will be further reconciled with national agsregates derived
from an aggregative macro-cconomic model. An input-output framework will also
permit assessment of environmental impacts of various developnent strategies.
Assistance in the development and operation of perspective plannings undels throush
traininc workshops and advisory services will be increased. (Output: Studies
primarily intended for Member Governnents and regional orzanizations concerned),

(iii) The biennium 1982-1983

The major thrust »f the efforts will be directed towards -lavzlopment
of an optimizaticn model for perspective planning which will provide different
optimal development strategies corresponding to different scts of social, econsnic
and environmental constraints. An inpute-outputelinear prosramming nodel will de
constructed as an initial step tcwards this objective. (OQutput: Studies priworily
intended for Member Governneats and regional orzanizations concerned).

{iv) Activities in the strategy that are conclder 2 likely to he

of marrinal usefulness and the legislation requiring: them

Mene.

(e) Expected impact

Perspective planning will identify long-tern develonnent potentials and
determine the consistency of sectoral plans. Furthormere, in the planning proce
various alternative nrojectisns will be made corresponding to different sats of
exozenous and policy variables including environmental factors. These alternative
projections will then serve as a vehicle for a further 2iclopue between tlanners
and policy-makers in order to arrive at the final selection of o particular

development policy-mix ariong many feasible policy options and policy traiz-cifs,
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Organizational Unit: Econonic Cormission fopr Western Asia

Proppramme 2 : Developnent Planning, Projections and Pclicies

SUBPROGRAMME 3

Flan Harmonization and Rezional Co~-operation

(a) Objective
The objective of this subprogramme is to promote pPlan harmonization and

recional co~operation in development plannins, ;

(b) °’roblem addressed

The countries of the ECWA rerion have corcludel bilateral rnd multilateral
arrangements aiming at wider Co=cperation and economic integration, Thesc
arranzements, including the Arah Corrmen Market, have concentrated on trade
liberalization, Recently the Council of Arak Econonmic Unity tock a new approach §
| towards plan harmonization anons its menbers through the establishnent of regional ,?
large-scale projects to serve more than ore country, A number of regional
hmtitutions, vhich have direct bearirz on ievelopment Planning in the ECwa region,
have been also established f{undepr the auspices of the Leaguz of Arab States};

The small economic size of the countrics in the ECWA region and theip resource

cwmlementarities, makes plan harmonization and Co=0peration in development

»lanning both feasible and eéssential, Effective rieasures are still to be taken

in this field, especially in harmonizing investnents,

{c}) Legislative authority

A/Res/3177(XXVIII), operative parasrarh 1; A/Res/3362(S-VII), section VI,

e —

operative parasgraph 2.

(d) Stratesy and output

(i) The situation at the enl of 1079

A paper will be prepared on the possibilities of Plan harmonization
in the ECWA resion to be suhmitted to the 1579 working group meeting on plan

harmonization and regional co-operation in develnpment Planning,  This will
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coincide with efforts aimed at initiating by 1980, the preparation of new five-
year development plans in most countrics of the ECWA region., The Secretariat will
participate in seminars, conferences, technical meetings and advisory missions

aiming at promoting plan harmonization among the countries of the region,

(ii) The bicnnium 1980-198

Based on the activities carried out on perspective planning both
economy-wide and on sectoral basis in the countries of the region and as follow-
up to the working group meeting on plan hermonization,efforts will be made to
develop suidelines aimed at achieving plan harmonization among groups of countries
in the region. The Secretariat will increase its efforts, through advisory
gervices, meetings and training prograrmes, on various asnects of plan
harmonization in the rogion; (Qutput: Stuly and reports, primcrily intended

for Member Governments and regicnal orrenizations concerned).

(iii) The bienniun 1982-1¢8

The stratesy and output envisared will be an extensisn of those of
the previous biennium., Efforts will concentrate, through specific studies,
training and advisory scrvices, on promoting plan harmonization at the sectoral

and global levels among the countries of the region.

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be

of margiral uscfulness =nd the legislation requiring them

None.

(e) Exnected innact

It is expected that the stratesy and output cutlined will assist Governnents
in the region in develeping the conceptual and instituticnal frasework needed
to harmonize develcnment planning and prograuming exercises among the countries
concernec, minimize costly duplications in national development efforts, and

promote effective co-opcration for rerional integration,
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Organizational Unit: Economic Cormission for Vestern isia
Programme 3 : Fuan Settlements

A. Organization

1. Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewed by the
Commission which meets every year. The last meeting was in lpril 1977,
This plan submission has not been approved by this body, but will be
submitted to its Fifth Session in May 1978;
2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Socicl
Develonment and Human Settlement Division in which there were 9 professional
staff on board as of 31 December 1977 of which 1 was supperted from extra-
budgetary sources. The staff situation in the Humon Settlement Programme

was as follows on Deccmber 197T7:

Professional Staff

Prograrme
RB XB Total
Human Settlements 4 - 4
3; Divergencies between current administrative structurc and proposcd
programme structure
Nonc.
4, Expected completions and consequent recrganizations

(a) Expected completions

The following prograrme elements described in paragrephs 10,15 to 10.16 in
the Proposed Progromme Budget for Biennium 1978-197¢ (4.32/5) are cxpected to be
completed:




In 1973-1975
Lolos 1225 1235 1u45 1,55 1465 2,15 2,25 2.3; 2.4; 2.5; 2.6; 3.1.

(b) Consequent reorsanizations

None

5. Other orgenizational matters

None

B. Co=ordination

1. Formal Ccordination within the Secretoriat

Upon the establishment of = Secretariat "Committee on Rural Developnent®
towards the end of 1979, it is expected that activities related Lo rural settle-
ments will be plannad and coordinated through this Cormittee.

24 Formol Coordination within the United Nations System

Within the context of joint UNEP/ECWA programming and in accordance with
the Memocrandum of Understanding tc be sisned between UNEP and ECWS in this regerd,
appropriate activities under this programme will be coordinated or Jjointly under-
taken with UNEP,

3 Units with which sisnificrnt joint activitiecs are expected

during the period 1980-1983

Apart from joint activities oxpected te be undertaken with other units of
the ECHA Secretariat, no significant joint activitics are foreseen at this stag

with other Units in the United Nations Systam,

C. Zllocation of resources to subprogrammes

The trend in the percentage allocation of resources to subprograommes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the followins~ table:
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Table : Allocation of rescurves to

subprogrammes
(percentage)
1.978=1979 1980-1981 1982-1983
Subprogramme®
RB XB Total RB XB Total BB XB Total
1. Human Settlement Planning - - - 100 100 100 100 100 100

(2) Formulation of low-cost
housing policies 35 34 34

{(b) Urbanizaticn and urban
planning 33 33 33

(c) Rural settlement plan-
ning 33 33 33

100 100 100

100 100 100

100 100 100

2 The three subprogrammes referred tc in paragraph 10.16 of the Programme

Budget for the Biennium 1578-1979 (A/32/€6) have been amalgamated as to

constitute onc new subprogramme entitled "HRuman Settlement Planning".
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Organization Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia

Programme 3 Human Settlements

Subprogramme 1 Hunan Settlement Planning

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogramme is to assist Government in the resion
in the initiation and formulation of integrated and comprehensive human settla-
ment policies, programnes and plans within the contcxt of overall development
plannings,

(b) Problem addressed

The pcpulation of the countries in the region is increasing at a fast rate
and urban populaticns are mltiplying at even faster rates. The new demand of
housinz and urban services created by the growth azgravates the protlem of
inadequate supply of housing and community facilities. In nany areas of the
region, the problem has reached crisis proportions. The supply of housinz at such
costs that low-income families can afford remains far too small, Furthernorc,
rising land prices, the increasing pressure on urban land, the shortase of
financial and human resourcecs, the hizh building costs and continuous shortaze of
basic building materials all exacerbate the housin~ problem,

In all the countries of the region, the urban srowth rate has been nore
rapid in larpge cities than in towns of averaze and small size. Becausc of the
absence of a deliberate national urban development policy, urban srowth hos been
particularly striking in capital citics which doninate the scene which are
srowing at a rate rancing from 5 to 15 percent annually. The urban :rowth
patterns are mainly the result of high rates porulation growth, excessive rurale
tc-urban migration, intraregional nigration along with imbalsneccs tetwreen urhane
ization and industrial development and modernization of asriculture,

Rural settlements! development prorrammes and policies in the resion nre
glven very low priority, if they exist at all, They are predominantly isolnted,
corrective or curative measures, plamned as a part of asricultural development

plans,
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National human settlement plannin~ lacks hoth conprohonsivonoss and
synchronization. Humen scttlement policies, plans prosramres and projects are
essentially sectoral in naturce and thus are short-term me~sures.

(c) Legislative authority

A/Res/31/109, operative paragraph 6; A/Res/31/116, oncrative pararraph 4,

(d) étrategy and output

'

(i) - The situation at the end of 197¢

The 1978-1579 biennium will witness efforts by the Division in the
compliation of data and information on housings conditions,housing demond and
supplying in the region, housing finance wxechanisms, etc. Considerable erfforts
will be expanded by the Division in the prepsration for and participation in a
Regional Humen Settlenment Conference which will review humen settlement programes
and policies at the regional and rational levels, within the Froamework of reconnsnd-
ations emanating from Habitat. The Regional Confercnce, which will be attended by
human settlement planners and experts, will provide substantizl information on
human settlement development activities. The Division hopes, in this re~ rd, +o
ensure meaningful co-ordination by sitmulating a posteHabitat review of humnn
settloment planning at the resional and national levels.

Considerable attention will be gearced, in co-operation with UNEP,
in establishing a regionzl network for huian settlements technclory, Follow=ud on
the joint 1977 UNEP/ECWA mission will continue throuchout 1578 and 1979. The
environmental dimensions of human settlement planningz is a majer area of concern
te the Division as is indicated in the importance given to the topic of human
settlements technolezy by the Division. The Division will provide twe countrizs
in the resion with puidelines for the development of environmental straterics in
human settlements.,



The Division wiil furtper piay a nujer role throurhout 1978-79

in the preparations for the establishnent of an Arab Urban Developnent
Institute for t

raining and Resecarch, which will be directed to the training

of human settlement Planners in the reszion. The envircnmental dimensions of

human settlement planning will be assesscd within the training requirements

and programmes of the fLrad Urban Development Institute,

The environmental parameters of humen settlements will also be

analyzed in a Training Workshop on Metropolitan Planuingz scheduled for 1972

which will be attendad by experts and planners in the human settlement fiels,

Services will be provided to meet the requests of governments and others

concerned to advise on metropolitan pPlannins and presramning techniques and

to promote the inplementations with regard to mational andg regional actions

related to matropolitan and urban development ajd planning. Metropolitan

plannins and programming techniques will be imparted to urban planners particularly

those working in town planning departments of the metropolitan eities in the

region,

(1)  The biennium 1980-1981

The Division will continue the collection of data and information

on the human settlement situation in the resion for the henefit of researchers,

technical departments and renionzl organizations, Studies will be undertaken

to provide one or two countries with assessments of the housing and building

sectors primarily intended for Covernnments technicians. The Division, through
studies and ¢

dvisory services, will provide alternative approaches to human

settlement problems to countries in the region for policy-makers, after initial

analysis and assessment of the rresent situaticn of human settlements. Policy

Zuldelines in the form of training and advisory services on the improvement

and development of building technulogies will be elaborated for-zovernment

Rxhnicians, building; reszarch centres. Guidelines on the desisn of low=cost

i
H
1
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housing will be formulated for humen ssttlemcnt planners in the recion., Planning
ruidelines for humen settlement planning will be ~iven to experts and planncrs
in the field. It is hoped that after =n exenination of poicy aspects, pronosals
will emenate from such exper-sroup neebings to allow for policy solutions in the
area of human settlement plenning.

(1iii) The biennium 1982-1083

The Division will continuc data collection on the human setilement
situation in the region; Assessment and analysis of the instruments, measures
and policics for planned metropolitan development in the region will continue
The formulation of policy guidelines, project proposals will be forwarded to exper
croups in the region in the context of comprehensive human settlement planning,

Services will be provided to meet the requests of zovernments and
sthers concerned to advige on housing and building matters and to promote the
implementation of decisisns, guidelines and policy recommendations with regard
to the formulation, programning and implementation of national and regional
actiens related to housing and building, urban development and rural settlenent

planning.

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely
tTo be of marcinal usbiulness and the legislation
requiring them:

jone
(@) Expected impact

It is expected that one cr two countries in the region should have an

elaborate human settlement policy, fully integrated into rational develonrient

plans., Policy guidelines will be directed to planners, experts and policy=-
mekers in the field of human settlement in two countries in the region in the
ynectation that human settlemert planning pclicles become integral components

of tho develonment process.
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Organizaticnal Unit: Economic Commission for Westorn Asin

Programme 4 : Industrial Development

A, Organization

1. Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this progremme is reviaewed by the Commission
which meets every year., The last meeting was in April 1977. This rlan submission

has not bzen approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth Secsion in

May 1978,
2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsivle for this progromme is the Jjoint ECUL/UNIDO
Division in which there were 8 professional staff on board as of 31 December

1977 of which one wes supported from extrabudgetary scurces.

3. Divergences between current administrative structurce and proposad prosrarmc
structurc
None
4, Expected completions and conscquent reorganizations

(a) The following programme elements describe in parcorarh 10,12 in tre
Prcposed Programme Budget for Biennium 1978=197S (A4/32/6) are cxpected to he
completed:

()  In 1978-1979

1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 5.1.

(11)  In 1980-1981




n

Ko

0

ey

(b) Conscquent reorganizations

None.,

5. Other organizational matters

B. Co=ordination

1. Formal co-ordination within the Secretariat

Subprogramme 1 “Regional Coordination in the Industrial Field" will be
planned and coordinated throug the ECWA "Taskforce or Working Group on
Regional Integration® which is to be established towards the end of the
prograrme bisnnium 1§78-1979.

Programme elements rclated to the development of agroe-industries will be
considered also in the light of the Commission's activities on food security,
The Division's contributions in this regard will be planned and coordinated
through the "Working Group on Food Security" which is expected to be operational
at the end of 1979.

The Divisicn is further planning - through its relevant activities - to
contribute to the Commission's activities on rural development., The Division's
relevant activitices (rural industrialization) will be planned and coordinated
through the Secretariat's "Committec on Rural Development®, which is envisaged
to be set up;

2. Formal co-ordination within the United Hztions Systen

UNTDO_

As per formal agreement covering the functionning of the joint ECWA/UNIDO
Industry Division, 211 activities of this programme will be coordinated with
UNIDO and/or jointly undertaken whenever possible zond feasible. By the very
nature of the Division, planning, implementation and follow-up of 211 activities

undertaken in the Joint Division is done jointly with UNIDO,




3. Units with which significont Joint activities arc expected

during the period 1980~1953:

It is expected that significont joint activities will be developed with
ILO and ECA in the implementation of Subprograrme 3 "Development of Industrial

Manpower",

C. Lllocation of rescurces to subprogrammes
The trend in the percentage allocation of resources to subprogrames is
expected to be approximatley as shown in the following tahle:

Table : Allocation of resources to

subprogramnes
Zpercentagei

1078=1979 1680-193 12862-1533
Subprogrammqf/

RB XB Total RB IB Total RE XB Total

1. Regional coordination in .
the Industrial Field 14 40 22 23 34 29 24 28 27

2., Development of Selected
Industrizl Branches 20 40 35 31 22 26 29 24 26

3. Development of Industrial

Manpower 14 - 15 22 1 18 24 21

[o2}

4. Review and Appraisal of
Industrial Development and )
Potential, Industrizl Plan- 43 20 25 31 22 26 2% 24 26
ning and Implementation

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

# The Proposed Budget for the Biennium 1578-1979 (A/32/6) paragraph 10.18
includcd one additional subprosrame "Aiministration, Manarement and
Finance" which was ‘o be financed exclusively from extrabudetary resources.

Elements in this subprogsrarme have now becn included in the 1880-1883
mediumn-ternm plan,
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Organizational Unit: Ecenemic Commission for Vestern lsin
Procrammc 4 : Incdustrial Developnient
Subprosrarme 1 : Regicnal co-ordination in the Industrial Ficld

{a) Objective
The objective of this subporgramme is to assist in develoring concrete

WALS

proposals for the cc-ordination of industrialization efforts including regiconal

co=ordination of policies, stratezies, plans znd o regional approoch to indusbteial

investment ang nroduction,

(b)  Problem addressed

The industrizl sectors of the countrics of the ECWL rericn remnin relatively
small, The share of manufacturin: {mostly light consumer industries) in the guT
of these countries ranges from 3 to 12 rercent. The situation is basically
different fron country to ‘country:

(1)’ The oil countries, namely Saudi Arebiz, Kuwait, Qatar, Unitel
reb Enirates, an. to some exten Bahrain and Oman are characterized Lv substantial
financial resources (due to sales of crude oil) with relztive shortaies in human

and other known nztural rescurces:

{ii) Although irag, and to a lesssr exterdt the Syrian Areb Pepublic

arc producers of crude 0il, they fall, owin- to thoir economic structure, mors in

line with the none-oil group of countries which alss includes Jordan and Lobanor,

These four countries hove in comon a reletively diversificd econcnic structure

with an established agricultural sector and a nanufacturing sector whose incoet

on the econory is 2pparent. These four countries alse enjoy a relotive acvontae

over the first group in terms of manpower resources and thus piéy the role of

suppliars of manpower to the group of ¢il countries:

(iii) The third sroun of countries in the regzion, namcly ths least
developed countries, consists of Democratic Yomen and Lhe Yemen Aroht Republic, in

.

which the manufacturing sector is insimmificant,




Given these comporative advantoses snd disacdvantanezs <f the thres
groups of countries in the ragion, o recional cppronch will aim at promoting
a degrec of renicnal co~ordination of pelicies, strabtesics and pleons including
investment and production. [An a2lternative iz promotin; partizl regional co=-
operation in the form of joint ventures, o number of which are in operatica or
at the planning stage. Svnchronization and harmonization and the flow of
financizl and human rcsources within the resion will be an importont part of ths
setting of a regional approach to co-ordination;

Tt is esszcential to avoid wasteful znd indiscriminate estoblishment of
mojor indusiries on an individual national basis without Zhe reserd to exdagtin”
regional capacities and potential capatilities ani the possibility of achievin:

a measurc of complementnrity betucen them; Furthermore, the limitations of
national markets and the lack of zilequate infrastructure in many of the countrics
of the region call for close regional co-operction. TFinally, due regard rust De
naid to the needs of the least developed countries, particularly in the channclliy
of financial resources to Democratic Yemen and Yemen Aral Republic and ths Jleveliy
ment of their human resources. The sebting of a resicnal cpproach to co-ordinatic
may be conceived within the fromeuwerk of theirad world as a whole, ECHL rogion
being part of it and/or on the b:sis of subrerions.

(c) Legislative authority

A/Res/3362/(S—VII), operative paragraph IV-1

(¢) Strategy ani output

(1) The situation at the end of 1979

The rosearch effort in the field of co=ordination of inlustrizlization
plans and programmes and the appraisal of juint projects would have improved the
knowledge of the situation so as to contribute more effiently to the plonning
and foermulation of industrial development nolicies at the reional levcl; The
types of incustrial activity which could better be promcted throusn planned intor
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country cooperation would have been identifiel and the appropricte institutional

infrastructure needed wculd have becn outlined.

(ii) The bienrium 1080-1C31

The strategy and output during this pericd will be on the development
of specific apprroaches to the formulation of resional policies of industrial
cooperation and, the identification of additional possibility for promoting
co=operaticn in specific industries to brine into account resource endowvments
and comparative adventages. Creater consistency and co-ordination among develon-
nent "ans will be studied and concrete action proposals developcd. Speeinl
attention will be given Lo the formulation stame of industrial plans and programe
including the initiation of statistical progrommes at the regional level to inprove
the computaticn a2no information base. dvisory scrvices to mpovernnents as well
2s technical seninars addressed to experts and officials corcerned with industrial

L

nlonnins would also be arransed. The output during this period will consist of

studies and reports on selected aspects of resicnel cocrdinaticn in the industrical
& & '

ficld primarily intended for resional integration orsenizations and government

departments.,

(iii) The bienniun 1932-19¢3

The efforts <deploycd in the previous bienniun to identify intercountry

industrial projects will bhe stren~thened with o view to enlerging the »ossiblitics
of industrial cooperation an? the formualtion of industriel loans and programmes
at the rezional and subregsionzl lovels. The perticipaticn of the countries of the
rezion in industricl conuer=ztion schemes and the setting up of a machinery for
joint planninz and policy-making on & resional scals would be studicel and concrete

mecsures proposed.

{iv) Activities in the strotey that are considered likely to be
of marsinal usefulness and the leprislation requiring them:

ilona,




(e) Expected impact

Tt is cyvected that these activities will lend to the establishment anl

P

strensthening of regioanl machinery for coordination of industrianlization
nolicies and strztecies and for the synchronization of industrial investnment
activities, along with the soprulation of o nunber of resional and multinatiocnal
industrial projeccts. Besides providing the substantive backaround for promcticn
of co=operation among developing countries the subprogramme will provide the some

for the system of consultation cevolving as part of attaining the objectives cf

the Lima Declaration and the lew Tnternationzl Ecoromic Ordar.




Organizational Unit : Eccnomic Commission for Western Asia

Programme 4 ¢ Industrial Development
Subprosramme 2 ¢ Development of Sclected Industrial Branches
(2) Objective
R

The objective of this subprogramme .18 to assist in identifying the techno-
econamic proklems faced by selected branch industrics in the countries of the
resion and assess their prospecis and needs for further development,

(b} Prcblem addressed

The development of existing and new branch industrics in the countries of
the repion requires - rationalization;, technolozical adaptation and innovation,
as well as the establishmen: or expansion of the mccessary supportins services
and infrastructure. These problems arc inpediments to the development of
industries including new industries beins established and plenned, This is
especlally true with recard te the establishment of basic industrics (such as
petrochemicals, basic metals) and to the development of integral industries
(encineering, agro-industries ond construction).

(¢)  Lerislative authority

A/Res/3362/(S-VII), cperative paragraph IV-l.“

(d) Strotesy and output

(i) The situation ot the end of 1979

L number of survcys on sclected bronches of industries are plannecd;
this will incluce surveying encineering, retrcechenicals, with a vicew to indentify-
ing intercountry investment oppvrtunities; Reports on these surveys alon;s with
projections of future.supply and demend will be preparad for dicﬁssion at
technical mectings which will bring tosether national experts, rlanners, inter-
national consultants and represcntatives of regional industrizl and investnent
organizations. The findings and recormendations of the meetings will be

circulated to all Governments an¢ organizations concerncd for follow-up action.




In addition, short-term advisors services on industrial plan formulation, pre-
investment studies and project formulation and evaluation and technology transfer

will be made available at the request of Governments on an ad hoc basis.

|

i (ii) The biennium 1980-1981

7 Major emphasis will be on the setting up of policy guidelines and

J criteria for an optimal production and investment strategy for selected branch
industries. At the same time survey efforts will be continued with a2 view to

’ identifying intercountry investment opportunities in agro-industries, basic metals,

| building materials and other fields. Particular attention is given to the

f transfer of technology in specific branches of industry.

! The output during the biennium will consist of studies and reports on

| the development of selected branch irdustries primarily intended for regional
orzanizations, regional financing institutions and technical government depart-
ments. Reports on transfer of technologsy in selected branches of industries.

(ii1) The biennium 1982-1983

Emphasis will continue on formulating a programme for regional co-
operation in selected branch industries and outlining the type of joint ventures
and machinery needed for the purpose.

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be
of marginal usefulness and the lerislation requiring them:

None,

(e) Expected impact

No objective indicators are possible at this stage, but it is expected
that a rational and coordinated approach to the development of basic industries
which are indispensable tc the expansion of the industrial secter as a whole
will be adopted in the region, that integral industries will be developed in such
a way as to link the development of differenf but related sectors; and the
expansion of manufacturing incdustries to meet local needs and for the export

markets, DBecause of the limited local market in a number of the member countries,

repional cooperation as elaborated on under subprogramme 1 will be most essential.,
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commissicn fop Hestorn sia

Frogramme 4 : Incustrial Devclorient
Subprogramme 3 ! Develcpment cof Incustrin Honnower

4

(a)  Objective

S

The objective of this subprosrarme is to assist in prometins the develosne

nment of the industrial nenpovier with special emphasis on the troining of wisher
technical and managerial personnel and the promotion of local training capnbile

ities within thke region itself. An essentirl and associated objective pralstus

> IS
ket VD agd

~

to the training of manpower facilitating trensfer, adaptation ang idizenous
development of technolopgy in the ficsle of industry,

(b) Problen addressec

The accelerated drive for industrialization in the countries uf the ECYA
recion resultin: fron increased investment of oil revenues hios expossed the
need for qualified personnsl to operate and menase the industrisl cnterprisss
2s well as in mannin: supporting services an? instituticns such 28 industriagl

information, repair ani maintonance, and project formulation and eve uation,

industrial research and development, and consultancy ond engineerin. Jdesicn

institutions; Training and relcted institutions anc apororriate
technology transfer are urgently necded in order to provide the re;sion with the
necessary netional exportise commensurate with the scope of industrial investments
already undertaken or planneﬂ;

(c) Legislative authority

A/Ros/3362/(S-VII),‘operative parasraph V-1,

(a) Strategz_and cutput

(i) - The situation at the ond of 1975

A survey of manpower neceds an! facilitics in the figld o7
industry will be availatle. Future training needs in specific branches ofF
industries will be indentified in the light of future development slang and

programmes for these branches. In this ccnnexicn, the relevont sbudies will be

prepared,
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{ii) The biennium 1630-16C1

The objective of this subnrogramie will be puresucd throush the
identification of nriority arcas for the rrovision »f tiroining; the promotion
of training activities in the identified pricrity arcas and
of the requisiie institutional rachinary for the coordinabicn of trainins on a
regicnal basis,

In the lisht of the finlinzs of the 1070-1575 surveys and stulizg,
consultations will be carricd out with the governnents in the rersion on 2 plon
of azction for the promotion of a coordinatced approach to training nocds ond
placement of trances within the region inclufins the establishment of appropria’c
intergovermmental machinery for this purpose; The outnut durings the hicnniun
will consist of studies and reports on selected aspects of menpower and skills
development in the industrial sector {for technical departmonts, training
institutions, regional organization).

{(iii) The bienniun 1032=1903

Organization of ceminars and ineplant trairing in the resion in

such ficlds as project formulation and evaluation and industrial colministrotion

1

and managenent, promotion of neasures ond institutional arrangements for the

L

transfer of technolosy in the fi

14 of industry.

o

(iv) Actisities in %iic strateny that aore considercd likely to Lo
of marninal usefulness and the lesisiabion requiring thin
Henc.
{e) Uxpected impact
-
It is cxpected that by the end of the mediun-ter: nlan period the repion

will have a plan of action at its dispesal to provide fraining, facilities ont

that resional machinery for coordinsting such training is cffectively functionint




Organizational Uait: Economic Cormission for Western Asia

Programme 4 : Tndustrial Development
Subprogramme 4 : Review and Appraisal of Industrial Development and f
Pot Potentizl, Industrizl Planning and Implementation.

(2) Objective

The objective of this subpregramme is to monitor, review and appraise the
process of industrial development and potential including industrial planning
and implementation in the region with a2 view to identifying shortfalls and
recommending adequate measures for their remedy.

(b) Problem addressed

The distinct characteristics of a number of countries of the region which
are oil-dependent economies by their nature, impose a special imprint on the
policies znd strategies the countries may follow in the process and in the future
paths of industrialization. Three distinct characteristics for these econonies
are egpected to have leng-range implications. First, the ¢il sector has been
providing in the last dacade, the major impetus both direct and indirect to the
high tempo of economic development. Second is the high contribution of this
sector to saving capacity that is concentrated in the public sector; and the
implication of this on long-term development and strategies including industrial
development. The third characteristic is thes high and increasing cependence
of these economies on imports, facilitated by the increasing capacity to export
oil. Beczuse of the depletzble nature of oil resources for most of the countries
of the region in the longer run, rapid change in their economic structure is
required to broaden the conomic hase of the country., In view of the limited
or insignificant resources other than oil, the burden on the manufacturing !
sector in the process of development will be particuiarly heavy.

The zhove characteristics impose on the planning and implementaticn new

dimensicns that do not usually cxist in other developing countries. Planning

3

calls for unprecedented sustained high rates of growth even for developed




economies., For example the ratic of cepital formation to GNP usually between
30%-40% are envisagecd in these countries' plans. Further, it is to te noted that
while the greatest impact of these characteristics are in the oil-producingz
countries positive and negative side effects have Leen proliferating into the non
0il member countries ¢f the ECWA rezion. There have been increasing transfers of
public and private financial resources to the latter countries. The migrztion of
skilled labour to the oil-countries left the labour-exporting countries which
had relatively abundant skilled labour sometimes in short supply.

Tn a number cf ccuntries in the ECWA resion, public sector industries
constitute a larege part of the industrizl sector whether resulting from naticnal
pclicies or from increased direct investment of public funds ususzlly from oil
sources. The rapid increase in public investment hichlighted the weaknesses in
the administrative machinary and menaszemenent of public industrial enterprises.
These public sector industries are, in one form or another, integrated within the
Governnent administrative machinery which in some cases experience problems rélat
to coordination, flexibility, and speed of decision-making necessary fcr the
efficient running of enterprises.

(c) Lepislative authority

A/Res/2626/(XXV)*, operative paragreph 18, 15, 2C.

(ay Stratery and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1979

The knowledsze of the prokhlems and the growth prospects of the
industrial sector in thz region would have improved throush the collection, analy
and dissemination of information on industrialization trends and an in-depth
examination of policies and measures and stratezies for industrial development at
tue country levels. The industrial growth potential of the countries throush the
year 2000 would have becn assessed with particular emphasis on development at

the branch level.

#  mendste more than five years old.
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(ii) The biennium 19$50-1081

Work will be seared towards studying futher the industrial srcwth

: potential in countries of the rezion 30 as to reach a more precise interpretation

of the process of industrizlization and its problems and prospects and thereby
contribute more efficiently to the planning and formulation of industrial develop-
ment policies. This will include in-depth studies of specific branches of industry
and assistance to the countries in the development of industrial planninz techniques
and implementation machineries. The output from this subprogramme provides

substantive background for review and appraisal of prozress towards attainins the

New Internationa Economic Order primarily intended for policy-mekers, national

planners.

( (iii) The biennium 1582-1963

Efforts will continue towards improving the information base so as to

Al g

ing wairtzin uder constant surveillance the development of industry in the rerion and
appraise its performance. fforts will also be made, throush studies, to ration-
alize the employment of productive factors and stimulate an efficient industrial-

ization process.

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be
of mari;inal useiulness and the legislation requiring them:

(e) Expected impact

No objective indicator is possible at this stage, but it is expected that the

monitoring and appraisal of the process of industrial development will serve a

is]
ys dual function. On the cne hand attention will be drawn to both the achievements
and shortfalls with recard to international, resional and national targets. On
't the other hand, it will serve as a vehicle for diarmosing main obstacles both
1]

internal and external to the realization of the said roals and objectives, which in

turn will assist in identifyins the required remedial rezsures.
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5. International Trade and Developnient

|
!
|
1 "
I
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Organizational Unit: Feororic Commission for Western Asia

Programme 5 : International Trade and Developuent

A. Organization

1. Intergoverimental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewad by the Com:ission
which meets every year. The last meeting was in April 1977. This plan submission
has not been approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth Sessicn s

May 1973.

2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this orogramme is the Devclopmont
Planning Division in which there were seven prefessional staff o1 board as of
31 December 1977, of which one was supported from extrabudgetary sources; s of
st January 1978, the Diﬁision has the following five substantive progrommes:
Development Planning, Projections and Policics; International Trade and
Development; Development Finance and Administration; Labour, Management and
Employment; and, Transnationai Corporations®, The staff situation in the

International Trade Programme was as follows as of 31 Dacenber 1677:

orue cm. 2 —

Professional staff

Programme e YA i e s s o i s e b e
RB X3 7 Total
International Trade and Developnent ous - 2%

L « sumres g asc -

SR D M 3 MBS el (0 L e AP B B £y s et A

3. Divergences between current administrative structurc and proposec

programme structure

Hil

[ Ty AR BE AT IS AL sy toaias

8 Reference, documents A/31/6/4dd. 1 and A/32/6
Lk Only one professional staff on board on 31 Decamber 1977.
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4, Expected completions and comscequent reorranizations

()  Expected completions

The following programme elcients described in paragraphs 10.19-10.20 in

the Proposed Programme Budget for Biennium 16781979 (A4/32/6) are expected to be

completed:
(i)  In 1978-1979
1.1 (limited in scope); 2.2, 3.1.
{ii) In 1930-1931
2.1, 3.2.
(b) Consequent reorganizations
Mone,
5. Other organizational matters

Programme formulation and implementation can be rendered more effective if

individual programmes are identifiec within sections/units within the Division.

B. Co~ordination

1. Formal co-ordination within the Secretariat

Programme elements dealing with trade integration wiil be planed and
co-ordinated through the ECWA "Taskforce or Working Group on Regional Integraticy®
which is expected to be functionning towards the end of the 1078=-1979 biennium,

In addition, the programme will participate in the Cormission's activities on
food security with appropriate contributions on the trade aspects of food security

in the ECWA region.

2. Formal co-ordination within the United Matinns Systen

UNCTAD and ECWA have established, within their respecﬁive secretariats,

"focal™ points for co-operation on matters of common interest,

3. Units with which significant Joint activities are expected during the
period 1980-1923

None.
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C. Allocation of resources to subprogrammes

e T2 i 1.l TS b A T s Pt < S T o P e N

The trend in the percentage allocation of resources to the subprogrammes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the following table:

Table Allocation of resources to
subprogrammes
{perceatage)
’ Subprogramme?® 1?78-1979 1980-1981 1982-1983
i RB { XB! Total] RB | XB{ Totall RB | XB; Total
1. Trade Expansicn and
Diversification - - ~ {100 {100 100 | 100 100} 100
(1) Assistance in expanding and
diversifying export trade 12 | 50 30| - - - - - -
172) Intraregional trade 44 | - 26 | - - - - - -
(3} Trade and Payments Policies | 44 | 50 44 | = ~- - - - -
(4
1100 1100 : 100 | 100 LIOO. 100 1100 1100} 100 |

for the Biennium 1978-1979 (A/32/6) paragraph 10.20.

n o —

(1) to (3) denote the three subprograzmes appearing in the Programme Budget

These subprogramnes

will be amalgamated into one subprogramme during the medium-term plan period,
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Organizational Unit: Ecoriomic Cormission for Hestern Asia
Programme 5 : International Trade and Development
SUBPROGRAMME 1 : Trade Expansion and Diversification

(a) Objective
The objective of this subprogramme is to assist member countries in formulatir

appropriate policies for expanding and diversifying their trade.

(b) Problem addressed

Foreign trade plays a crucial role in the economies of the region, both as
a generator of income and as a source of inputs and consumption goods. Given world
trade trends, diversification towards manufactures seems to be a prerequisite for a
more rapid: expansion of exports and a lessening of the region's vulnerability which
stems from over-reliance on one or a few primary commcdities. Eflforts at export
diversification requires both introducing new products and raising the degree of
processing embodied in traditional exports. This will require not only widening

the production base but also overcoming problems of marketing and market access.

In addition to the high commodity concentration, the trade of the region
shows a marked degree cf geographical dependence in favour of the developed market
cconomies. Thus, intraregicnal trade continues to occupy a medest place in the
region's aggregate trade and its potential has rerained largely unexploited. Also,
the potential for expanding agd diversifying trade with other developing countries

and regions, and with the socialist countries, has not been sufficiently explored.

National policies relating to this sector have generally renained fragmented
and of an ad hoc nature. Planning efforts have achieved rather little in terms of
integrating the external sector in national plans, as this sector has continued to
be treated generally as a residual item in the planning exercise. Thus, there is
considevrable scope to rationalize overall trade and payments policies of member
countries, with a view to allowing the external sector to make a more effective

contribution to the development process.




The need for appreopriate trade ang rayments pclicies is particularly felt in

the least_developed member countries whers +the role of the external sector is of
i prime importance for their development efforts,
ing Inadequate import procurecment policies, and excessive formalities and

i
complicated procedures handicap the flow of trade and increase its cost. !

(¢) Legislative authority

E/Res/2121/(LXIII),operative paragraph 4; A/Res/3442/{XXX), operative
d paragraph 4; A/Res/3362/(S-VII), section i, cperative paragraphs 1, 2, 11, 13; and

a secti-u vI, operative paragraph 1; L/Res/3214/(XXIX), operative paragraph 2;

h A/Res/3241/(XXIX), operative paragraph 3; A/Res/3202/(S-VI), section 1, operative

paragraph 3; A/Res/3177/(XXVIII), operative paragrarh 1, !

(¢)  Strategy and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1979

Three studies will be completed: Liberalization of non=tariff barriers;
trade expansion and eccnonmic integration; and trade and payments policies of ECWA
s countries. The completion of these studies will provide the policy-makers and

government technicians, as well as regional and international organizations and

, institutions,with better insights into the issues involved and the policy actions j
3 required, They will also provide the basis for the Secretariat's further
A activities in these fields. The study on trade expansion and economic integration

will form the main position paper for 2 meeting of senior policy-makers and

d f

specialists on problems and issues of trade expansion, regional co-operation and ﬁ
f _
| integration to be held in 19€0. ‘
0

(11) The biennium 1980-1981

The attainment of the cbjective of the Intermational Trade ant

Development Programme will be pursued by assisting member countries to adopt

B neasures to increase the share of manufactured and semi-manufactured goods in
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in total exports; promote interregional end intraresional trade and co-cperation;
export trade with other regions, rationalize trade and payments policies,
particularly in the least-developed member countries. The implementation of this
strategy will involve:

Research and studies on: (i) Means of promoting regional co-operaticn and integratic

and the expansion of intraregional trade, including the possibility of setting up a
payments scheme (primarily intended for Member Governments and concerned regional
and intermational organizations and institutions); (ii) Import procurement policies
and pr~-~“ures (primarily intended for Member Governments); (iii) Trade and paynents
probiems of the least-developed member countries and the formulation of apprepriate
policies (primarily intended for concerned Governments and regional and internations
organizations and institutions); (iv) The potential and prospects of expanding trade
with other developing countries and regions, and with the socialist countriecs
(primarily intended for Member Governments); and (v) Changes in the purchasing
power of exports and terms of trade and factors arfecting them (primarily intended
for Member Governmenta).

Cellection and dissemination of basic information on the trade and payments

situation in member ccuntries (primarily intended for Member Governments and
Secretariat's use).

Provision of adviscry services in the field of trade and paynents.

Organization of meetings on major issues to help design appropriate olicies: e.z.
o =) b i

i

Seninar on issues and problems of intraregional trade, economic co-operation and
integration (primarily intended for senior policy-makers and concernzd internationa

and regicnal crganizations and institutions).

(iii) The biennium 1982-1983

The strategy and output envisaged will, in many respects, be an
extension of those of the preceding biennium. Emphasis will continue to be placad

on the expansion and diversification of exports, promotion and regicnal co=-operatis
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and integraticn, expansion of trade and development of the least-developed member
countries, and promotion of trade with other developing countries and regions and
with the socialist countries. In addition, consideration will be riven to the
impediments to the expansion of trade inherent in domestic policies and conditiors
i on in menber countries and major trading partners; the impact of EEC and other regional
a groupings on export prospects and integration efforts in the rezion; the

implications of alternative export and import policies for foreign exchane

- earnings, employment and zrowth, and the simplification and harmonization of
“ts trade . alities and procedures. A4s ia the preceding biennium the sutput will
o consist of research and studies, identification of technical assistance ncedls,

rovizion cf adviscry services znd training, an! nmeetings.
onal % Yy 59 G

ade (iv) Activities in the strategsy that are consicered likely to be

of marginal usefulness and the legislation requiring them

None,

d (e) Expected inpact

No objective indicators are possible at this stage under this subprogramme.

A

t is, however, expected thzt the strategy and outputs outlined will have the

following impact with respect to the problem areas a:ddressed:

Expansion and diversification of exporis: The analysis of the main problems

an? issues invelved ard their policy implications is expected to assist Member
3 States, regional and international orgenizations an? institutions concerned in
evolving approvriate policics and technical assistance an< trainine programmes,
onal thereby making a significant contribution towards attaining the objective cf
faster export growth and a more balancad export structures in the countries of
the region.

Intraregional trade and regional co-operation and integration: The stratezy

and act.vities planned are expected to assist in identification of obstacles and

[
[N

tion | fromotion of a better understanding of the issues involved, and the suggestion of

alternative and workable approach to these issues.
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m

irade with other developing countries and regions and with the socialist

countries: The strategzy and output are expected tc assist in the identification
of the obstacles to the expansion of trace flows, assessment of the potential

for trade, proposal of policies and measures to expanc trade, and assessment of
technical assistance and training nesds.

Trade and payments policies: The assessment and examination of the problems

involved are expected to establish guidelines aimed at improving the ability of
countries in the region, in general, to formula%te more coherent and comprehensive
trade ' payments policies; better integration of the external sector in the
overall planning process; a better understanding of the tracde and paymerts
problems of the least-developed member countries, leading to the formulation of
appropriate technical assistance, training an? aid policies.

Import procurement, ana trade formalities and procedures: Under this subject,

the strategy and output are expected to assist in rationalizing import procurenent
policies at the country, subregional and regional level, and in simplifying and

standardizing trade formalities and procedures,




6. Labour, Management and Employment
ct,




Orzanizational Unit: Economic Cormission for Western Asia

Prograrme € : Labour, Management and Employment

A. Organization

1. Intergovernuental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewed by the Comriission
which meets every year. The last meeting was in April 1977. This plan submission
has not been approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth Scssion

in May 1978.

2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Developzent
Planning Division in which there were seven professional staff on board as of
31 December 1377, of which one was supported from extrabudgetary sources. As
of 1st January 1578, the Division has the following five substantive prosramnes:
Development Planning, Projections and Policies; International Trade and
Development; Development Finance and Administration; Labour, ianagement and
Employment; and, Transnational Corporations®. Of the five progremmes of the
Division, only the Transnational Corporations Programme is accomodated with a
subdivisional arrangement at the 'Unit' level. The remnining four prosrammes are
managed within the Development Planning Division withrut 2 corresponding
subdivisional set-up. The staff situatiorn in the Labour, Managenzent and

Employment Programme was on the 31 December 1677 as follows:

Professicnal staff

Programne P
, B RB . IB Total
Labour, Management and Employment 2 - 2
® Reference, documents A/31/6/Add.1 and A/32/6.
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3. Divergences between current adninistrative structure and proposed
programme structure

None.,

4, Expected completions eng consequent reorgarizations

(a)  Expected completions

The following programme elements described in paragraph 10.22 in the

Proposed Prograrme Budget for Biennium 1978-1379 (A/32/6) are expacted to be

completed:

(1)  In 1578-1979

T.1; 1.2; 3.1 and 3.2.
(i1} In 1980-1981

2.1.

{b) Consequent feorganizations_

None,

5. Other organizaticnal matters

None.

B. Co=-ordination

1. Formal co=-ordination within the Secretariat

Activities related to rural employment will be co~ordinated through the ECWA

"Committee on Rural Development" to be operational towards the end of 1979, while

activities related to the promotion of regional co-operation in manpower

utilization and development will be co-ordinated through the ECWA "Task force or

Working Group on Regional Integration" expected to be functional towards the end

of 1578=1979 programne biennium,

2. Formal co-ordination within the United Nations Systen

None.




|
!
i

3. Units with which significant joint activities are expected during the
period 1980-1233

Written agreements are expected to be signed with ILO and ECA in order to
undertake joint activities under this programme. In rarticular, agreements are
expected to be concluded with ILO to sponsor a joint regional neeting for
monitoring progress in the implementation of ths plan of action adopted in the
1975 ECWA/ILO meeting and with Eca regarding such projects as nanpower supply and

demand in the Arab World and possihle followw-up action to the 1576-1977 project,

C. Allccaticn of resources to subprosrammes

The trend in the percentage allocation of rescurces to the subprogrammes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the following table:

Table :__Allocation of resources to
subprogrammes
(percentagze)
Subprograrme# N 1978=1C79 1080-1081 1982-1983
RB| XB Toggg RB| XB | Total| RBi XB Total
1. Employment Promotion and
Manpower Development - 100 100 {100 ! 100 100 {1201 100 100
(1) Employment Policies 45| - - - - - - - -

(2) Improvement of Manpower
Training 35| - - - -

(3) Promotion of Regicnal Cow
operation in the field of
Human Resources Planning 201! . - - - -

10011601 100 1100 ! 100! 190 {1001 102] 100
' ; : : l ; :

. d

i (1) through (3) denote the three subprogrammes appearing in the Proposed
Programme Budget for the Biennium 1978-1079 {A/32/6) paragraph 19,22,

During the medium-term plan period these three subprogrammes are analgamated

into one subprogramme entitled "Employrent Promotion and Manpower Developnent?

Tl




Organizational Unit: Economic Cormission for Westem Asia
Programme 6 : Labour, lManagement and Employment

SUBPROGRAMME 1

.o

Employrment Promotion and Manpower Development

(2)  Objective

The objective of this subprogramme is to assist menber countries in the
formulation of manpower strategies for employment prorotion and nanpower
development, setting up appropriate national institutions, and promoting regional

co-~operation in the development and utilization of manpower,

(b} Prublem addressed

Labour force under-employment and human resource under-utilization are
widely spread in countries of Western ALsia, These countries have the lowest
participation ratios in active life in the world, mainly as a resul: of very
low ratiocs of female participation. The ensuing high ratios of dependency
adversely affect the standard of living of the population as a whole. In
addition, the low and near-to-subsistence levels of income obtained by many
workers, particularly in the agricultural and rural sector and the self-employed,

contrast with high incomes obtained by a small section of the population.,

The development of manpower in the countries of the ECWA region is not
adapted to the structural growth of employment. On the one hand, the labour markets
in this region are incapable of absorbing all the output of the educaticnal system,
resulting in unemployment among the eduasated. On the other hand, there are
shortages of well-trained and experienced management personnel as well as of high-
level and middle-level technicians and scientists. This hampers the rapid
develonment of the countries of the region, particularly those with surplus capital.

The policies followed to meet such problems are fragmentary and limited ir nature,




Yhile each country ir the ECWA region has its proper emplcoyment problems
related mainly to the various aspects of both labour force under-employment and
hurman resource under-utilization, they all suffer, in varying degress, from
shortages of skills. The oil-producing countries suffer most from these
shortages. With their higher capacity to pay, they have attracted and will
continue to attract large numbers of skills from the non-oil producing countries
in the region. A vast interregional mobility of labour has developed producing,

in many cases, negative effects on the manpower and employment structure in the

labour =mplying countries.

(c) Legislative authority

E/Res/1952/(LIXi, operative paragraph 2.
E/Res/1808/(LV), operalive paragraph 6.

(d) Strategy and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1279

The studies undertaken during the 1978-1979 biennium in the field of
enploynent, wages and manpower assessment will constitute the background for
formulating national and regional policies for better employment of human
resources. In particular, the study on the supply of and demand for manpower
at the national and regional levsl will-provide a preliminary assessment of the
situation. The regional meeting for government technicians, with participation
of regional and international experts, schedulad to be held in 1979 should be

able to make a new assessamont of the situation and adjust the existing regional

plan of action in the fiela of human rcsource developrent and vtilization

(adopted in 1975).
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(ii) The biennivm 1980-1631

The prelininary assessment and projection of the suprly and demand
of manpower on the regional level should he cempleted. This aives way to three
studies: (1) Final regionel assessment aad projections un to year ECOO of mannower
supply, demand and intercountry mobility of labour !for policy-makers); (2)
AMternative national and regional policies and strategies for the utilization of
available manpower up to the year 200C (government technicians, policy-makers);
(3) Integrated national and regional approach in planning aad programming the
developnent of required manpower up tc the year 2000 (government technicians,
policy-makers, regional integration»institutions).

The last two studies will involve intensive congultations with national
and regional policy-makers as well as government technicians, regional and

international experts.

(iii) The biennium 1982-1983

Erphasis during this biennium will be put on imrlementing the above-
mentioned policy and strategy proposals. A regional meeting for policy-nakers in
this field will be held with a view to exanining ways and means of implementing
such policies and strategies. ECWA will assist in the implemcntaticon, by providing
advisory services, including the preparation of specific short studies and repcrts,

to assist government authorities as well as national and regional institutions,

involved in the implementation of the above-mentioned stratcgies and policies.

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considercd likely to be

of marginal usefulness and the legislation requiring then

None.

(e}  Expected impact

It is expected that by the end of 1983, at least two to three countries will

have initiated the formulation of a national strategy for human resource development
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and utilization and are considering appropriate governmental machinery to pursue
y P

such strategies.

It is expected that at the end of the 1930-1983 mediurm~term plan period
Member States have under active consideration the setting up of regicnal machinery
for formulating and implementing a long-term regional strategy in the field of

manpower utilization and development,
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia

Programme 7 : Natural Resources

Lo Organization

1. Intergovernizental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this prograrmme is reviewed by the Commission
which meets every year. The las*t meeting was in April 1677. This plan submission:
has not been approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth Session

in May 1578.

2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this proazramme is the Natural Resources
Science and Technology Civision in which there were nine professional staff on
board as of 31 December 1977 of which none was supported from extrabudgetary

sources. The Division has no branches/sections or units.

The staff situation in the Natural Resources Programme was as follows on

31 December 1977:

ot 2 ot o

Professional staff

Programme -
RB XB Total
Natural Resources 7 - 7
3. Divergences between current administrative structure and proposed
programme structure
ilone.
4, Expected completicns and consequent reorganizations

{(a) Expected completions

The following programme elements described in paragraph 10.26 in the
Proposed Programme Budget for Biemnium 1978-1C79 (A/32/6) are expected to be

completed:
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(1}  In 1578-1979

1.1 (continuing activity), 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7 and, subject to the i
availability of extrabudgetary resources, prograrme elements 1.2, 1.3 and 1.8, |

dlso 2.2, 2.5, 2.8 and, subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources, '

& prograrmme elements 2.1, 2.4 and 2.6, Moreover 3.1, 3.2, 3;3, 3.4 and 3.6 are to be |
on |
completed as well. ;

(i1) In 1980-1381

1.5, 2.3 and 2.7, subject to the availability of extrabudgetary ?

reso. .., 3.5 and 3.7. j

€S, (b)  Consequent reorgenizations ﬁ
None. i

5. Other organizational matters %

As was the case in the Proposed Programme Budget for Bienmnium 1978-1979
(A/32/6), executive direction and management of the Natural Resources Programme
has been entirely included under the Energy Resources Subprogramme., This activity g
== actually accounts for the post of the Chief of the Natural Resources, Science and £

Technology Division which covers two major programies, namely, Natural Resources H

and Science and Technology. i

B. Co-ordination J

1. Formal co-ordination within the Secreztariat

It is envisaged that an ECWA "Committee on Rural Development® will be i
established towards the end of 1272 to co-ordinate all rural development activities
of the Commission. Activities related to renewabtle energy for rural development

under subprogramme 1 and community water supnly and sanitation under subprogramme

3 will be co-ordinated through this Committee.




2. Formal co-ordination within the United Nations System
N

Within the context of joint ECWA/UNEP prosramiing and in accordance with the
Memorandum of Understanding to be sisned between UNEP and ECWA, activities related
to the development of renewable sources of energy {(rural and desert developnent, low
and non-waste technologies, solar/nuclear ontions) in subprogramme 1 and te relevant
aspects of water resources develonment in subprogramme 3 will be co-ordinated or
Jjointly undertaken with UNEP,

3. Units with which significant joint activities are expected during the
period 1980-1233

Apart from joint activities between appropriate and relevant units within the
ECWA Secretariat, it is expected that significant jeint activities will be
developed with:

(a) The Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport (CNRET) in
appropriate activities under 2ll three subprogrermes; (b) WHO in the area of
cormunity water supply and sanitation; (c) FAC in activities related to efficient
use of water in agriculture; (d) IAEL in the activities related to the nuclear
dimension of the inter-irab Encrgy Strategy and Programme of Action; (e} ECA in
appropriate acti&ities under all three subprogrammes to cover the Arab countries
which are members of ECA and not of ECWA; (f) WMO on water resources assessment.

C. Allocation of resources to subprogramnmes

The trend in the percentage allocaticn of resources to subprogrammes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the folloving table:

Table : Allocation of rescurces to
subprozramnes
{percentaze)
fo =170 '! 90103 QBZ=100
Subprogrammes 1378-1579 1900 1931 1?64 1023
KB | XB| Totali RB | XB| Total| REB | ¥B! Total

1. Energy Resources Development 351 38| 38 38| 35} 38 38 30§ 37

2. Mineral Resources Development | 27 | 27} 27 25 | 20| 23 251 20 23

3. Water Resources Development 351 35} 35 37 | 451 3¢ 37 50
and Management

1100 | 1001 100 {100 1100} 100 1100 120
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia

Prograrme T : Natural Resources

SUBPROGRAMME 1 : Energy Resources Development

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogramme is to provide information and outlook on
the supply and utilization cf energy resources, and to assist in the harmonious
development of the energy sector and in an appropriate diversification of the
energy base in Western Aisia, iﬁ the context of national development goals and
inter-Arab co-opcration, devoting particular attention to the oil-importing and

the least-developed countries in the region.

(b) Problem addressed

The tremendous oil and gas wealth of Wastern Asia is not being used in the
best economic interests of the ECWA region as a whole. !Misutilization or mere
waste of resources still exist in oil-rich countries. Energy gaps are retarding
development and are only filled at high cost in oil-poor countries, particularly
the least developed among them. In all ECWA countries, total or at least heavy
reliance on oil as an energy source is hindering efforts to harness other domes-

tically available encrzy sources, particularly for rural and desert development.

On the other hand, there is a lack of reliable, comparable and objective
information on the various aspects of the energy situation and outlook in Western
Asia. In view of the vital importance of this sector to the ECWA region (mining

and quarrying account for two-thirds of the region's gross domestic product) and

to the world (the region supplies one-half of the world's oil needs), this problem

deserves urgent treatment in order to create a sound framework for government's

policy decisions.




(c) Legislative authority

E/Res/1673/(L1I), operative paragraph B,2%; E/Res/1761/{LIV), operative
paragraphs B{a), B{b) and B(c); A/Res/3337/(%XIX), operative paragraphs 4,6 and 8;
E/Res/1954/(LIX), operative pbaragraphs A{a), A(b), C.8'a), C.8(b), C.8(c) and
C.8(f); E/Res/2011/(LXI), operative paragraph 2; E/Res/2031/(LXI), nperative
paragraphs 5, 6 and 7; E/Res/2043/(LXI), operative paragraph 6; A/Res/31/119,
operative paragraph 4; A/Res/31/179, operative paragraph 13; and the relevant parts
concerning natural resources, science and technclogy, economic co-operation among
developing countries and the least developed among the developing countries in

A/Res/2626/(XXC), A/Res/3202/(S-VI), A/Res/3281/(XXIX) and A/Res/3362/(3-VII).

(d)  Strategy and cutput

(i) The situation at the end of 1912

The studies completed during 1978-1979 will form the basis for initiating
! towards the end of 1979 research activities on a "Strategy for expanding and

| intensifying inter-Arab co-operation in hydrocarbons and cther energy resources”.

(i1} The biennium 1980-1981

; The strategy for 105021923 will be characterized by two elements.

| First, each main activity will consist of a study followed by a meeting of senior
policy-makers in the government(s) of the country(ies) ccncernecd. The meeting is
intended to discuss the conclusions and reccrmendations of the study and to agree
j on the appropriate pclicy measures to be taken by the government(s) concerned and
; their timing. Such meetings will be either held during ECWA sessions {plenary
meetings or meetings of a subsidiary organ of the Commission if any) or organized
independently at any suitable date and iocation. In one case, a follow-up is

also planned, in terms of a review and appraisal exercise. Second,mere

professional secretariat time will be devoted to ad hoc advice to governments on

® Mandate more than five years old.
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the various aspects of energy resources development, which will result in more

direct usefulness to, and closer links with ECWa countries,
Expert cpinion will be sought on the "Strategy" study upecn which subsequently

a "programme of action for an integrated inter-frab energy and hydrocarbon economy"

will be elaborated for the benefit of policy-makers and regional institutions.

In the formulation of both the "Strategy" and "Prograrme of action", the co=operation

of regicnal institutions working in this field will be imperative. Alongside and

underlying these activities, improved and expanded "Basic energy statistics of

the Arab World" and "Projections of energy demand and supply in the ECWA region"

will be made available to researchers, technical departments and pelicy-makers,

Within the context of the "Strategy", in-depth studies will be undertakon

on "Renewable energy for rural development" particularly focussing on low and

non-waste technologies for the region. This study is primarily intended for

concerned government departments and policy-makers. i

A second dimension of the "Strategy" will be developed concerning nromisine

fuels, such as LNG (liquified natural gas) and NGL (natural gas liquids). 4n

inquiry into the LNG situation and outlook in the region will te completed during

the biennium.

Relevant outputs »n this matter will be subjected to expert opinion and

specific guidelires on the directions to take in the field of renewable energy

are expected. Subsequently, an in-depth country study will be launched and the

output discussed with that country's decisions-nakers early in the 1222-1283 biennium.

(1ii) The biennium 1982-1933

The "Programme of action” is expected to be adopted and will be kept

under constant scrutiny. Fcllow-up reports on progress of implementation will be |

undertaken biennially and discussed at intergovernuental level. Information and

5w if




projections on the region's energy supply and demand will have become more

refined by the end of the biennium,

The IIGL situation and outlook in the regiom will be investigated for
the benefit of technical departments as part of the second dimension of the

"Strategy" mentioned above, A third dimension of the adopted

"Strategy" will be developed pertaining to the Solar/Nuclear situation and
outlook in the region in the context of world-economic, technelogical and
environmental trends (for policy-makers). In follow=un to the adopted
recormendations regarding this activity, solar energy potential for desert
development in the region will be studied (cencerned government technicians),

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be
of marginal usefulness and the legislation requiring them

; None.

{e) Expected impact

It is expected thas by 1331 a strategy on inter<irab co=0peration in
hydrocarbons anc eénergy will have been adopted and that by 1982 a progromme of
action for the implementation of this strategy will have been endorseq also
together with the relevant national pbrogrammes and legislations. Moreover, as
a result of the energy projections and other studies, it is expected that the
hydrocarbons production programmes nf the main ECWa oil-exporting countries will
be reassessed periodically, Finally, it is exnected that‘by 1983, the solar
| energy option will have been preferred ~n a regicn-wide basis to the nuclear
j option and that at least two countries will be considering concrete and operational
|

. plans for harnessing domestically available renewsble eénergy sources for rural

and arid-zone development.
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia
Programme 7 : Natural Resources

SUBPROGRAMME 2 : Mineral Resources Development
(a)  Objective
The objective of this programme is to promote regicnal co-operation in the

exploration and development of mineral resources and to provide the required

religble information.

(b) Problem addressed

Co-operation among the ECWA member countries in mineral resources development
is hardly existent and limited to only occasional, mostly bilateral, contacts. A
more extensive organized co-operaticn is necessary. Issues of prime imnortance
in this field also require direct exchange of views and collective discussions

awng concerned policy-makers.

The information on the development of mineral resources in particular countries
is not readily available to other countries in the region. 1In order to create a
basis for and promote regional co-operation in this field, it is necesrsary to
tllect, process and disseminate the relevant information on an objective and

comparable busis,

Similarly, there is a need - for the benefit of policy-makers - for regional
studies and assessments of the availability and develcopment of mineral cormodities
and mineral-based industries, The lack of such studies and analyses hinders the

identification of intercountry and rezional co-operaticn nossibilities.

(¢) Legislative authority

E/Res/2014/(LXI), operative paragraph 2; and E/Res/2043/(L¥I), cperative

paragraph 6.
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) Strategy and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1379

The execution of the workprogramme for 1578-107%, directed towards
the assessment of the general economic aspects of mineral resources development
in the region, supply and demand of mineral commodities, manpower requirements
and the integration and refinement of the mineral development policies and
legislation, will provide a basis for more detailed in-depth studies on the

development of the main economic minerals awvailable in the region. )

(ii) The biennium 1958C-1581

An in-depth study on the availability of raw materials for and
development of the cement and gypsum~derived binding materials industry in the
region will be undertaken and a report completed by the end of 1980, This will
be followed by similar studies on the phosphate deposits and phosphate-based i
fertilizer industry and the mineral raw materials for the iron and steel jindustry,

with resultant reports to be publiched in 1991.

The study of statistical data and projections on supply and demand of

mineral commodities in the region will continue to be carried ocut on a hiennial

basis. The n2xt report on the subject for 1970-1930 will be completed by the
end of 1931.

In follow=-up to the ECA Syuposium on offshore exploration in the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden to he held in 1972, further initiatives in stimulating
interest in evolving offshore activities will be strengthened and particular

aspects may be studied in this regard.

Advisory services will be provided, on request, to Member States in
th. formulation and implementation of mineral development policies, relevant

institutional infrastructures and economic and technical aspects.
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The outputs of this biennium will consist of studies and reports on the availability

of material for gypsunéderived binding materials industry; the development
of the phosphate deposits and the iron and steel industry. This output is
primarily intedded for goverment technicians and experts. Statistical data
and projections on minerzl commodities for researchers, policy-mekers and
regicnal organizations. 4 report on regicnal co-operation aspects of offshore
rineral exploration in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden for policy-makers, and
regional organizations. Advisory reports at request of Member States for

government technical departments.

(iii) The biennium 1982-1503

The studies on the development of specific mineral resources such as
cement, gypsum and phosphates will be subjected to expert consideration. Prcject
proposals for regional co-operation in this regard will te developed and follow-up
action towards prcject implementation considered and initiated throuch regional

advisory services, reporting and assistance at the national leovel.,

In addition, it is planned to extend the in-depth studies to cther
important mineral commodities and their developnent in the region, with the main

stress to be put on non-ferrous aetals.

Activities related to offshore exploration in the Red Sea ard Culf

of Aden should become more concrete and particular »ropcsals may be developed,

Outputs of this period will consist of: Project proposals on the
development of snecific mineral resources for policy-makers; zovernment technical
depariments and financial institutions; studies on the developnent of non-ferrous

metal deposits for technical cepartments and reports on develcopient aspects of

offshore mineral deposits in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.




(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likzly to be

of marpminal usefulness and the legislation requirinz them

None.

(e} Expected impact

It is expected that the studies on the availability of economic minerals
and the actual and potential development of mineral-based industries in the region
as detailed above will result in identification of the possibilities for
intercountry and regional co-operation in the exploration, mining, processing
and marketing fields. Depending on the findings of the studies it is expecteﬁ
that some two regional projects should be under active consideration by the en:
of 1983. Moreover, it is expected that the biennial regional analysis cf the
market status in mineral commoditiss and the supply and demand projections will
assist Member States in adjusting their mineral development programmes to the

current trends in the mineral sector.

It is expected in this regard that some countries will have taken steps to

institutionalize regular adjustment reviews of the mineral resources sector.

- It is further expected that the countries bordering on the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden v*! have initiated a process for developinz the offshore mineral

resources,
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia
Programme 7 : Natural Resources

SUBPROGRAMME 3 : Hater Resources Development and Management

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogramme is (a) to promote and intensify regional
co-operation in order to conserve, develop and augment the water resources of
the region in the most efficient and economic manner; and (b) to strengthen

(sub) ...ional co-operation in %he devclopment of the resources of the sea.

(b) Problem addressed

On the one hand, ths countries in the FCWA region have insufficient water
resources to meet the full demand for domestic, agricultural, industrial and .
other uses. Misuse, waste and underdevelopment of this vital commodity seriously
limit the capability of the area to achieve optimum social and economic growth.
The majority of the population still lacks adequate water supply and sanitary
services while water is also the limiting factor in food production. On the other
hand the countries in the resgion share important river basins and underground
water reservoirs. Intercountry and regional efforts to develop and manage common
water resources have been limited and no effective regisnal machinery has been f

created for this purpose. §

Past years have witnessed efforts aimed at intensifying regional co-operaticn
for the development of the following regional seas located in the ECWA region,

namely: the Meditcrranean, the Gulf and the Red Sea. These efforts have yet to

give way to the establishment of mechznisms for the development of these seas in E

terms of operational projects. }
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(c} Legislative authority

A/Res/327/(S~VI) paragraph 4; A/Res/3202/(S-VI) paragraphs 7 and 2;

A/Res/2626/(XXV), C09, para. 73-77; E/Res/2115/(LXIII) para. 1; E/Res/2121/(LXIII)

prara, g{a) and 2(6) and ECWA/Res/35/(1IV) para 3.

(d) Strategy and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1979

Various areas for regional co-operaticn in the field of water

resources development and management will have been examined and evaluated.

Regicnal machinery for water resources development is expected to be
functioning. The regional conference on water resources development to be held
in 1972 will provide further directicns as te fellow-up to the United Nations Water
Conference. Studies dealing with data brocessing, assessnent of water resources,
projections cf water demend and a programme for fulfilling the manpower and trainin
needs of the region, will have been completed in the initial stages. The
Commission will further be in a position to take active and substantial part in

the existing regional seas programnes.

(ii) The biennium 1920-1931

The initial studies mentioned above and their regular updating and
revision will provide guidelines for the formulation of projects. Many additional
studies will also emerge as a follow-up to the recommendations of the United

Nations Water Conference and the regicnal conference. Such studies will cover

the areas of inscitutional arrangements, commumity and agricultural water suprly,
re-use and non-conventional sources of supply, improved efficiency in the use of
water, national water policies, research and training prograrmes and technical
co -operation among developing countries. Project proposals will be gubjected to
the views of experts in the region. T[Findings of export-groups will provide the
basis for action-oriented projects to be implemented through the established

regional machinery.

-92-




The output of this period will cover:

Reports on comminity water supply and saritation in the rexion for

_) | technical departments; guidelines on the agricultural use »f water in the remion

for technical de artments and evaluation of experience in water qualitv improvement
P L

and prospects in the region for government technicians and renorts on remional

cocperative aspects of the various seas prograrmes.

(1ii) The biennium 1502-19"3

This pericd will see a continuation of prosrammes required as a

follow-up to the United Nations Water Conferecnce and the regional conference,

Also new and additional problems, now unforeseen, are expected to energe as the

need for watep rescurces continues to increase because of the rapid influx of
er

people, industry and other demands in the region, While the efforts in preceding
’

biennium concentrated on conservation 2

nd management of water resources, current
ing . . . . . .
biennium will focus particularly on the urospects for increasing water by none

conventional methods for development and manazement.

The output in this period will cover:
Report or studies on prospects for re=using treated water {for

government technicians), non-conventicnal methods for the developrient and

management of water resources in the region (for zovernment technicians)and

on selected aspects of coastal development in the ECWA region (for member

governments),

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considerc:!

likely to be
of marginal usefulness an

d the legislation requiring them

None,

(e) Expected impact

Towards the end of 1983, it is envisagesd that the regional water council

or other regional machinery will be effectively functi

oning and will constitute




D €

a forum for discussing, formulating and Fuliing recional projects. At least two
projects shculd be under active consideration by this council at the end of the
planning period,

A number of Member States arc expected to have taken steps enhancing the

‘ conservaticn and efficient management of water resources and have initiated
|

g policies in this regard.

By 1983 a few couitries will have taken measures for introducing non- '

conventinonal technologie

8 {(e.z. recycling) to supplement their water rescurces.
It is also expected that handling of develonment aspects of coastal

areas will have become more institutionalize: and mechanisms for development

| of regional seas will be fully operational.
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Orgenizational Unit : Eeonomic Commission for Western isio

Progromne 8 ¢ Population

ire Orgonizotion

1. Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Sccretoriat in this prugrame is reviewed by the Commission
which meets every year. The last neeting was in iApril 1977. This plon subnission
hes not been cpproved by this budy, but will be subnitted to its Fifth Session

in Moy 1978.

2. Secretarict

The Secretarist unit responsible for this programme is the Population
Division in which there were 11 prufessionzl staff on board s of 51 December 1977
«f which 8 were supp.rted from extrabudgetary (UNFPi) sources. "he Divieion has no

bronches/sections or wnits.

3 Diver@nces between current adiiinistrative structure and Propuged programme

gtructure

None

4. Expected completions and consequent reorgenizations
(a) Expected completions

The following programue elements described in paragraph 10.28 (pages 3 to 19)

in the Proposed Programme Budget for the Biennium 1278=1979 (4/32/6) cre expocted to

be completed:
(i) In 1978-1979

1.1; 1.3; 1.45 2.2; 2.3; 2.4 znd 2.5

(ii) In 1980-1981

1.1 2.1
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5« QOther orgenizatiinol matters

None

B, Co-ordination

1. Formal Co—ordination within the secretariat

It is expected that appropriate activities under subprugranme 2"Population,
Development and Population Policy"will be planned =nd co-ordinoted fhrough both
the ECWA" Task force of Working Group on Regional Integration" and the "Coummittee
n Rural Development" both to be estoblished towards the end of the 1978-1379
biennium. |

2. Formnl co=crdination within the United Naticng System

There are three formal co-ordination srrangements between the Population
Division of ECWA and vther bodies within the United Nations. Yirst, there is the
iCC Sub~Cummittee on Population for the vverall co-ordination of work Bitrategies
¢f the various pupulation progrommes of the United Kotions systom. Second, the
40C Sub-Committee's Working Growp on Bstimctes and rrojectiuns scts the guidelines
and co-vrdinates the +ime table for the population, labour force, ond educrtionnl
estimatés and projections ¢f the United Nations system. Third, the Interogency ,
bo~ordinaticn Committee of UNFL (I4CC) dcals with the co-ordination of UNFP2. ngsisted [ |
mojects as well as with financinl and technical co=Cperation uantters, Through thisg |
techinery and direct contact; the population Programme of LCW.L exchonges n8sistance

@d experience with other United Nations bodies such as the Population Division of

Eeodquarters, other regional economic cormissions, ond the speciclized cgoncies.

5 Units with which signigicant joint activities are expected durine the periog

1980-1983

None
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C. ildlocation of rescurces o subprosrommes

The trend in the percentege alloeation .f regources to subprogrommes is

expected to be approximately as shown in the fillowing tables

subprogrammes
2percentagei

{

Table : alloeation of reoscurces o
SRS, A2 00atlon Ol resiurces e

|
z

* 50—
i Subprogramme -/ 1978-1979 19801981 1962-1983
i REB XB Total RB XB Total BB X3 Total
l
i
| 1. Data Collection and
‘ inalysis - - - 45 45 45 40 40 40
| (1) Demographic Data 5 5 50 - - . . . .
2. Population Development
! and Peclicy - - - 25 25 25 30 30 30
E (2) Demographic Projections
j and Policies 50 5 50 - - - - - -
} 3. Population Educaticn and
i Information - - - 30 30 30 30 30 3
'; _
| 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

* (1) and (2) denote the two subprogrammes appearing in paragreph 10.28 Uf the

Propused Programme Budget for the Bicnnium 1978-1979 (i/32/6).

During the

; nedium-tern nlan pericd these two subprogrammes have been reformulsted into

three new subprogremmes as indicated in the table.
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rgenizational Unit s Leonomic Commission for Wegstern Lsin

Progromme 8

0

Population

Subprogramme 1 Data Collection ond inclysis

@3

(a) Objective

The objective ¢f this subprogromme is to assist the countries in the region
in the development of sufficient and relisble mationsl snd regicnal demographic
and related socio-econcmic data.

(b) Problen cddressed

itunough much progress has been achieved in the developnent of demugraphic
and related socio-econcmic date in countries of the region, there is still rmuch to
be done. In some countries much of these data are either lacking or unrelicble. In
tther countries there is = felt ond pressing need for adjustment of available
temogmophic data. Also in most countries of the region, civil registrction systems
are not adequate cnd comsequently vitsl stotistics ore either unrelisble or lacking

ad statistics of births, deaths cné other vital events ace gsubject ot substontial

| erging of errors. With regord to censuses, there ore three countries thot have

not had any census in rccent yeors. liven those that have elrecdy conducted populetion
censuses end survays, the datz cre sometimes ¢f doubtful qualify ond conoiderable
denographic woerk is required for their cdjusinent., Iinecneiol constraints in some

ICVA countries and mannower constraints in cther hove ~180 inpeded rapid development.

(e) Iegislative suthority

4/Res/1217/(XIT) cperetive paragroph 33 Ii/Res/1215 /(XIII) overctive paregraph 2;

World Populotion Plan of .iction-operative porcogroarhs T8-177.

(&) Stratogy end Vutput

(1) The situction at the end of 1979

Although the problem of missing cr unrelizble demographic and related

- socio~econoric dote will continue well beyond 1979, by the end of thot yecx the

wtivities listed in 4(i) (a) above as well os continuing naticnel end internctionsl

effurts will have hed o marked impcet on improving the situction. %he vrop.sed
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etudies, rmd conferences will lend to inter alio: (2) mor up-to-dote estimatess
(b) grooter ewereness of the gops ond importence of reliable datog and (¢) the
compilation ond disseminstion of the nost recent data.

(ii) The biennium 1960-1981

This subprogromae will be pursued through the develupnent of nationcl
registration systoms and the underteking of netional population and housing censuses
and population surveys, and through date collection and snzlysis ot the regicnal
level, ~nd will consist of two closely interrelated elements. The date collection
olement will contain two types of cetivities: assistonce to governnents in their”
national demogrophic date collection efforts and the direct undertoking of regioncl
surveys by BCWi. The statistical and domographic enclysis elements on the other hend
aim at determining the relizbility of existing demogrephic cnd related socio-economic
data, edjusting them for increused acourocy ond f£illing the gaps by estimotes and
projections.

The sequence of activities cnd resulting major outputs axre: (o) assistance
to countics in wndertaking the 1980 round of censuses (technicel departmonts); (b)
assistonce to countries in underteking other populaticn surveys, un & regional and
subregionel basis where the nature of the problen requires such an appruz—.‘.ch\(tecimicej
deportments); (4) the comsilation and evoluation of pupulation end reloted socio-
cconomic dute (govermment techniciesns, researchers); (e) estinetes end projections to
£i1l gaps in the available dota (policy-mckers)s (f) the preperaticn of the date

nlonmers; and (g) in-depth denographic studies

-

for use by rescerchers snd developnont
on specific issues of mejor importance to developnent plans in the region (policy-
nekers, technical departments).
The expected cutput is the successful completion of censuses end surveys

and the publication of these results and the continuing publication end disseninaticn
of ECWA's demogrophic dota sheets for the countries in the region including related
gocio-econonic data. L% should be noted that these data provide benchmeri
estinates on such important topics as labour force distribution. Lobour force wetivi
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rates, literacy, end educcticnol sttainment ot the verious agencies and bodies of the

!

~ United Nations. With regard to regionsl surveys, the output would depend on the

épproval by UNFP.: for the undertoking and financing of the census of Palestinians,
the survey of Arab Scholars snd the survey of intraregional migrotion.,

(1ii) The biennium 1932-1983

During this period the data collection ond cnelysis subprogramne is
expected to continue but with somewhat greater attention being poid to the analysis :.‘
component since substantizl cmounts of dots are enticipated from the 1980 round of |
censuses and surveys. In dddition. glven the expansiun of the pupulation Programmes
work activities over the last few years, an increased demand for assistonce to
countries of the region is foreseen., This increased demand will include comperative
analysis, further estimates and projections, socio-demographic analysis, ond
assistance in demogrophic data collection systems, such as vital registrztion systens.
In addition, the ECW. population progromme anticipotes that it will be providing
greater technical training in data collection and anclysis techniques to the staff of
nember states which are expected to sssist in the building and expansicn of the

stetistical infrastructure of these countries .

(iv) Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be of é

norginal usefulness and the legislation requiring thens

None.

(e) Expected impect

It is expected that the sctivities will assist the countries in the region to
improve their machinery with regard to denogrophic data collection -~nd analysis, and 1

vill help directly in standordizing concepts end results. 4lthough explicit achie-

venent indicators are difficult to specify owing to the nature of the tasks, country

perticipation in the 1580 round of censuses and surveys and the setting up and
improving of vital registration systeus will provide some indicaticn of the inpact

of these activities. /Another indicator will be the extent to which duta analyzed

. and disseminated by ECW. will be used.
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Organizational Unit Zeononic Commission for Western isia

Programme 8 ¢ Poopulation -

Subprogramme 2 ¢ Population Development and Population Policy
i + (a) Objective
The objective of this subprogramme is to sssist member countries in the
! assessment of the rclationships between the various cspects of development and the
' current and prospective trends of the population in the region.

(b) Problem ~ddrcssecd

i In nost ccuntries of the region, loeal experience in assessing the reletion-
ships betweon population trends and development aspects has so far been linited.
ilthough some mecsure intended to facilitate the use of denographic gtatistices in

developrent plamming have been adopted in sone countries, an integrated approach

[ to development will necessitate the undertaking of intensive and in-depth
! research into the determinents and ccnsequences of population trends. Furthermore,
;; it is generclly accepted thot a comprehensive developnent policy connct be
effectively undertake without due consideration being given to the population
factor, and that population policy should be on inportant cumpounent . f overall
developnent policy and planning.
(c¢) Legislative suthority
L/Res/1833/(XVII) opei-e,tive paragraph 4; EfRes/1347/(XLV) operative paragraph |

i

i

! 4 (a); E/Res/1672/(LII) operative parcgraph iml (a); Y%/Res/3362/(S-VII) operative
|

i paragraph VI (1 and 2), World Population Plen of Zction operative parsgrephs 78,
i

79 and 80.

(d) Strategy ond cutput
| (1) The situsticn ot the end of 1979

48 with other subprogrammes, population developnient cnd populction
! policy is a continuing one with prcjects and activities cverlapping and inter-

dependent with those of other subprogramnes. However, by the end of 1979 it is
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expected thot the proposed activities nentioned in 4(a) will help focilitote
cooperation and enhence coopdinstion of actions and progrormes both butwoen
the Momber Govermnente theaselves and between theu ~nd the internati.nzl cumunity. i
The completion of these studies ond conferences will pernit future population

trends to be better discorned porticularly in relotion to their most inportant
¥

impoets on developnent and to their uust significent suveial and econonic

doterminonts in the cuntext of this region's conditions. These gtudics and
conferences are ~lso expected to shed light un deficicncies in the integreotion
of population foctors in present developnent plans in the region nd On Woys
of improving this integration.

(ii) The bicmniuw) 1980-1981 i

Pursuing the subprogrumie's cbjective will entcil the undertolking of
regecrch into the determinmts and conseguences of populction trends, odvising ;
governnents and troining institutions on the relationships between denogropitic, |
economic,  and social ogpeets of developuent, aiding govermnents of the region in the
formulotion, implementation, ond evoluation of pupulntion policies end the integre~
tion of the populaticn factor in developnent plons and prograines, and pronoting
concented regional actions.

The following octivities are planned in this regord during the
»h bienniun.

Updating of "country populotion profiles" in which the ncst reeent
denographic and reloted ancio~ccononic data on countries of the region will be
malyzed, .supplemented and presented _in a brief ond sinple forw (researcherss

technical departuents).

The wndertaking of prejections of pupulotion and relateld socio-
: econonic voriables which will go beyond systeuatic cad gtandrrdized proejectiona
(policy-rakers, technic~l depaxtnents).
Studies of specific population developnent questions, in porticwicr

o study of population and nanpower in the BCW. region, containing stotistics,
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estinates and projections of ccuponents of nogulation g gruwth, composition,
and structure of labour force;, educaticnal status and atteinuent, ond other
inportant vericbles and an anclysis of their interreis tionships; (nlrmners,
technical departuents).

Publication and dissenination of nonographs on pupulation and develcp-
nent and on populaticn policy in ‘the ECHA region which will be bosed on the
papers presented at the Population and Development Conference and the Seeond
Regional Population Conference (resea.rchers, policy-nakers, technical departuents).

The preparation of a comparative study on "decision-noking in population
policy; the role of naticnal pupulation cumissions” which will try o study the
location and function of cxisting commissions to coupere these with existing
commissions elsewhere, ond to icdentify nodels for establishing such cormissions
that are relevent to the ccnditions of the ECW.L rgglon (Dollcs,. ~nakers ).

The orupcration of roports on tho .aomtorlng roview ond gppraisal
of the inmplenmentotion of the World Population Plan of Acticm in the regicn (policy—
nokers).

(iii) The bicnniun 1982-1983

Db.ring this period, there will be greatcr emphosis cn the detertiinants
and consegucnces of pupulation phenonena as most of the censuses for the cowntries
of the region will bave been coupleted. For exaple, cne study which is envisioned
deals with the consequences of internstional nigretion for the countries in the
region., 4lso; given the confercnces and studies scheduled prior to this pericd,
atteupts will be nade for greater courdination and hamonization of nupulation
policies ot the national and regicnal levels.

(iv) detivities in the girategy that are comsidered likely to be

2f norginal usefuln®® and the legislotion Teguizing thems

Hone,
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(e) Ixpected immact

The activities cnvisaged under this cbjective will enable the countries
in the region to adopt cn inteogroted eppronch towards population problens, and
will facilitate the formlation of initegrated pcpulation policies in  the ficlds of
health, social welfare, income distribution, and distribution of socisl scrvices.
In addition, _these activities will enable Governuents to consclidate their efforts in
the pupulation field; which will enhonce ocction programes ond speed econonic ?

and social development end regional integrotion.
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Heononie Commission for Western iLsgia

os

Orgonizational Unit

Prograrme 8 Populaticn

Subprogramme 3 Fopulation smducaticn and Infornation

00

(2) 0Objective
The objective of this subprogromme is to increace knowledge ond awcreness
of population questions through population, education and infernation activities.

(b) Problen eddressed

In most countries of the region the need for demogrephic training hasteen
recognized. Courses in denography aad population statistics hove been introduced
in uwniversities and colleges and training progromies have been launched to train
officicls handling populaticn stotistics. However, there is o growing need in
alnost every country for nore trained denogrophers at o1l levels. This nced has
been felt not nerely by depcrtuents directly concerned with censuses cnd stotistics.
but 2.sv by severol other departnents c.ncerned with econonic plenning, housing,
labour; education, public health, =tc.

(e¢) Legislotive cuthority

L/Res/2211/(¥XI) uperative pexagrephs 3(a) X and 4; 1/Res/1672/(LII) operative
peragraph D-4 (a).

(@) Strotesy and cutput

(1) fThe situation ot the end of 1979

Lt the end of 1979, the population prugrame snticipates to have
corpleted o number of activities which wiil contribute to the increase of
technicelly trained personnel ond technical assistance and resecrch in population
and related fields. Jncng these cctivities are: ‘The publication znd disseninztion
of the Population Bulletin Hos. 14, 15, 16 and 17 both in English and /webic which
will contain recent demographic techniques and research results useful fur troining
in the various institutes and universities of the region,

The publication of nineographs which contain state~-of-the act noterisl

suiteble for training in denograon and population studies.
3 bop

The estaoblishnent of e nucleus of training staff at the Population
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Division of ECW.: who would nssist countries in sotting wp and exseuting ftraining

progremmies and would provide speciclize troining to trainecs visiting the Pooulntion
Division.

The cxpension of the reverence centre of the fopulation Tivision
which would be evailable to representatives of Menmber Btates as well ag various
reseaxrchess

The strengthening of efforts to provide assisteonce in securing reseorch ’
grants and fellowships,

(ii) The bienniun 1980-1931

fnong the nsjor steps tc be tcken toward the ochievenent of the guals
of this subprograme are: (1) continuation of the publication of the Populcotion
N Bulletin and training noterisls in Jrabie (for treining institutions, resecrchers);
(2) continued improvements in the centre of populntion informntion (for treining
institutions ond researchers); (3) sssistance to universities and institutes in
the setting up and execution of training programmes in population statistics,
denography, and population studies; ond (4) continuntion of offorts 4o provide ;
sgsistance in securing rescarch gronts, followships, ond ~id to potential candidntes, |
(1ii) The bienniun 1982-1983 ,
During this biemniun the pepulcetion prograne will continue to assist
in the developnent and strengthening of notional and regioncl focilities for troining

research, informnation and advisory services in the field of population., In

eddition, there will be continuction in the publication of relevont technical
infernation (both in inglish and 4rabic) and the sceuring of grents for loosl I

resecrches and potential advanced-level students.,

(iv) Lctivities in the strategy thot are considered likely to be of [
=X bIO8 1N the sirs e

Rorginal uscfulness and the lepgislotion Zeguiring then:

dNone.
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(e) Expected immeoct

The plamned activities are expccted tou enable the Govermnments in the region
to introduce nore ond betier 'ti'a.ining progroimes in denography and population
studies. The regioncl training nrogromne will pernit gradunte and Bpecislized
training in population dato ccllection, analysis, ond research in srebic and in
the context of regicnaol conditions. The developmant of a regional information
centre within the Population Division of BCWA will provide a woluable resecrch

facility for researchers both in the region and abroad. In general, the

cf technically trained perscnnel and action-oriented resecorch in the region and
will bring regional and intermationsl experience and cooperation to bescr on

national population issues.
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Urganizationzl Unit : Gconunic Comaiszion for Western Asis,

Programne 2 ¢ Developnent Pinence and Aduinistration

4o Jrponizotion
1. Intergovernnental review

The work of the Scereteriat in this programe is reviewed by the Commission

which neets every year. The last neeting was in 4pril 1977. This plon subnission

has not been approved by this body, but will be subnmitted to its Fifth Session in
M=y 1978.

2. Secretariat

I
1
f
|

; The secretoriat unit responsible for this progreme 1s the Develooment Planning

, Division in which there were seven profeseional staff on board as of 31 December 1977
| of which one was supported fron extrabudgetary sources. .4g of 1 Januexry 1978, the
Division has the following five substantive programness Developnent Plenning Projection

ond Policies; Imtermational Trade and Developnent; Developnient Finance and Adminigtro-

tion; Labour, Managenent ond Moploynent; and, Transnational Corparations*. Of the
five programmes of the Division, only the Transmational Corporotions Progrome is
accommodated with o sub-divisional arrangenent at the'Unit! level, The renaining
four programmes are mannged within the Developnent rlanning Division without a oorre
esponding sub-divisicnal set up.

| The staff situction in the Developnent Finance and idninistraticn Progranne

on 31 December 1977 was as follows:

Professionnl Staff
iB XB Totad

Progranmnne

Ex 3%
l Developrient Fincnce ond JAdninistration 2 —/ - 2 -/

| ¥ Reference docunents ./31/6/idd.1 and 4i/32/6.

*¥*  Only one professional staff on boord as of 31 December 1977.
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3 Divergences between current adninistrotive structure end proposed

]
Rrograme structure :
Nil

4. Expected comoletionsa and conseguent reoranizations
(2) Expected comletions

The following brograrme clenents described in paragraphs 10.30 to 10,33
in the Proposed Prograrme Budget for Bienniua 1978-1979 (i/32/6) are expected to
be completed: _

(1) In 1978-1979

1.1 1.2; 1.4

(ii) In 1980-1981

T l.1; 1.3

(b) Conseguent weorganizations

ions None.

§

T2 5 OCther orgonizational natters

Programne foraulation and implenentation con be rendercd uore effective if
individual progrennes are identified with sections/units within the Divieicn.

B. Co-ordinstion

. 1, Fornal Co-uvrdination within the Secreotarint

|

It is expected th-t all the Commiission's activitics rolated to rural develop- 1

nent will be planned and fornally courdinated tlrough o Sceretarict "Corrittee on
Rurel Developnent". Letivities in this Progrome reloted tu or touching woun the i

edninistrative aspects of rurcl developnent will be cocrdinated through this

cornittee, i
2. Fornal co-ordination within the United N:tions Systen ,

None. :
3 Units wish which sismificant ~Joint activitics are cxpected during the

feriod 1980-1983

Significant joint activities are expecved to be developed with the Division
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of Public iLdninistration cnd Pinaonce, Departuent of Econcaic end Sceial iffeirs,

United HNations.

C. :llocation of resources to subprograrmes

This prograimc conprisces, at present, cne subprogranze for budgetexy purposes.

The trend in the perceniage ellocation of resources to the subprogramme is expected

to be eporoxinately cs shown in the fcllowing tables
Toble ¢ Lllocation of resources to

subprograimes

(percentage)

* .]1C ~19 932-19
Subprograme 19768-1S79 1380-~-1981 1932-1983

RB XB Tutal BB XB Total BB XB Total

1, Mobilizetion ond Manage-
nent of Finoncial Re-
sources and Inprovenent
of Adninistrotive Copobil-
ities for Planned Develop-

nent 100 100 1CO 1cO 100 100 100 100 100

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

% In the Preposed rrograrme Budget for the Bienniun 1978-1979 (.i/32/6) this
programac consisted of two subprogrommes entitled 1. Minancial obolization
end Budgetery Developnent ond 2. Sustoining wdninistrative and Instituticnal
capacity for development in the Region. These two subprogromies hive been

reformulated under the indicnted title.

[
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Organizational Unit Heononic Comiission fop Western lsi.,

o0

Programme 9 Develovnent Finonce ang adainistration

Q¢

Subprograrme 1 Mobilization ong Monogenent of finencial Lesowrces
and Improvement of adninistrotive Capabilitics for

£lomed Developnent.

oo

(2) Objective

The objective of this subprograrre ig to ogsist Govermients of LCWi
Gember countries to develup their copabilities in formilating nnd irplenenting
sound policies for the nobilization, allveation ong nensgenent of theip finoneinl
resources and for the strengthening of their public adiinistrotion systeus for
developient.

(b) Problen cddressed

The past decade has witnessed g ropidliy increasing and active role of
the governnents in the process of econoric and soeinl developucnt in the coumntrics
of Western Asia, This has been acconpanied by efforts wined ot formilating

a@propriate policies for an integrated developuent strategy to be implenented

through conprehensive plans and brogromies.  ‘The recent rapid growth in public
revenves, especially in the oil-producing countries of the region, has rdded
impetus to +thig brocess. Hewever, despite the unprecedented high level of
governuent activities in vorious ceoncniic ang social secturs and the rayid
increase in financial resources, governient firancial sna a.dministrative systens
In alnost all countries of the region are yet to be developed ang 0da;ted to the
growing and complicated Tequirenents of develoonent plans ong Prograriies.  The
tajer problen areas of concern wnder this programe are outlined ns follows:

- Agsessnent of finzneial flows ang estination of finaneisl

requirenents of develipnent plans and Progromes aree scldon dealt with in detoil
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as an integrsl part of the plenning ~nd progroming exereisc. Finoncicl
planning suffers fron serivus conceptual and nmethodological shortecaings in
alnost all countries of the region. .nnual finrmeinl plons; where available,
renain linited in scope ~nd weak in torms of the linkcges of their ocmponents
ond the dynanic interrelation between these components and the physical ospects
of developnent plans and programmes. The existing gaps, the resulting incon-
sistencies, and the lack of policy cptions have often created imbalances

affecting plan inplenentation and the achievencent of its goals.

- Development plans ond programes in countries of Western isia
have been providing for en incrsasing shere of public secctor .utlays towards
achieving the objectives envisaged in vericus fields. Governuent budgetary
systens suffer fron major shortconings in almost all countries of the region.
They cre cheracterised by weaknesses in terms of cuncepts, techniques, cuvercge
end purpose, as well as, in their linkages with the process of plamning. In-
adequacies in the accounting end asuditing systems have added to the ineffective-

ness of the budget 23 an instrument of public policy.

- The rapidly growing shore of goxfernment outlays (both recurrenf
end development) has prompted governtzents to accord « serious examination of
their revenue systens. New sources of finance have been explored along with
efforts nade to improve the yield of the tradition~l sources. Dogpite these
efforts, however, the perfornance of the revenue systen, in general, and of
the tox systen, in particular, lezves ruch roon for improvenent in terms of

," gtructure and adninistration whether seen fron the view point of yieid,

resource allocation, income distribution and/or stabilization objectives.,
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- Efforts at planning and programming the process of developnent
in countries of the rsgion have compelled governnents to establish and
develop the necessary institutionel frapework with adequate technicel and
cdministrative capsbilities. Despite these efforts, however, plan formalation,
implementation and evaluation in almost 211 countries of the region suffer,
inter-glio, froo institutional weaknesses and inoadequecy of technical and
nenagerial skills. Deficiencies in the traditional adninistraotive systen
have further cdded to the problem. Stipulations nade =t repedying these

shortconings have remcined very genersl in nature.

(c¢) Legislative suthority
The legislative authority for this subprograrme iss
L/Res /2626 (k’A’V)*, operative prragroph 41 2561 (XXIV )*, operative
paragreph 4p 2562 (}Q;LW)*, operative paregraph 2: 2563 (XXIV), operative
paragraph 13 and resclution 3202 (S-VI1) Section II, 2{g).
E/Res/1632 (LI), operative paragreph 3; 1633 (LI), operative naregraph
25 1977 (LIX), operative paragrephs 1,2 ard 33 ond, resolution 2018 (1x1),

operative paragraph 2{(a) and (b).

(a) Statesy and output
(1) [The situaticn ot the end of 1979

Two studies will be completed on: (1) Finoneisl ploanning in

selected cuuntries of Western asiz; and, (2) Tex structure chonge and eccroniic

¥/ Mendote more then five years old.



development in selected countries of Western isia. Two reports will be
prepered ons (1) /nnucl review and assessnent of trends and developnents in
public finance in the region; and, (2) The fourth review and appraisal cf
progress in the implementation of the International Development Strategy in
the field of develupment finence for the Second United Nations Developnent
Decade. The study on finoncizal planning will be the first of two studies

on the subject. The study on the reforn of the tax systens in the countries
of the region will be subnitted to a working group neeting on toax reforn plemning
in Westurn Lsia, to be held late in 1979. 'The studies and reports ere ained
ot ossisting in the developnent of appropriate guidelines for policy action
to be initiated by guvernnents in the region os well as by orgonizationsg
involved in the above fields ot the national and regionzl levels.

(ii) The bienniun 1980-1981

During the bienniwnm, efforts will concentroate on o nunber of cetivities
ained at contributing tuwards the fulfilluent of the objective envisaged
under the 1980-1983 nediua-texn plan. Work on financicl plenning (sscond study)
will continue and cover the rencining countries of the region. It will
culninate in holding a regionel neeting ained ot establishing guidelines for
instituting couprehensive financial plemming as on integral paxrt of develop-
nent plans and progroilies. As.a continuction of efforts in tex reforn planning,
the follow-up action tc the recumendations ¢f the working group aeeting, to
be held in 1979, will be closely ncnitored and evoluated. This will be
supplenented by studies to be conducted cn najor taxes, institutional

ond adninistrative needs and problens confronting the countries concerned.
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Work will be initinted on the interrclaticnshis between governiient budget

and the accounting and auditing systens as related to project formalation,
irlenentation and evaluation., Sinilarly, efforts will also concentrate

on exonining the various aspecis of the public adninistration systeng (central
end local) in selected countrics of the region, with a view to delineating
specific areas for further anclysis. These activities are expected to result

in the follovmlg najor oututs:

= The scope of and problens in financial plamning in countries

of Western isin (study, prinerily intended fur nember Govermments),
-~ The interrelationship between governnent budgets, accounts

ond audit systens (study, prinerily intended for governnment
cuthorities concerned),

= A4dninistretion of dajor taxes in selected countries of Western
isia (study, prinarily intended for governnent cuthorities concerned ),
~ 4dninistrative reforn Plamning in Western Asia (study, Srinarily
intended for governmuent authorities concerned).

- Seninar on financisl plenning in cowntries of Western Asig
(intended for nenber countries, notionel, regicnal and international

organizations involved),

(1ii) The bienmiwn 1982-1983

Efforts during this bienniun will follow the strategy ‘described under
(ii) above and, hence, coﬁcentrate on specific activities with the following
najer outputs:

- Finanecial ong ulanagericl aspects of public enteryrises in selected

comntries of Western .gia. (stuay)
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- Prospects for tax hernonizaticn anong the countries of Vestem
Asie (study).

-~ Working group neeting on the role of public enterprises in the
the srocess of developnent in the region.

- Civil service systaas .nd needs in selected countries of Western

Agia.

(iv) Activitics in the strategy thot ere considered likely to be

of narginal usefulness and the lemislation requiring then:
None.

(e) Expected impact

No objective indicators cf the impact of this subprograrmie are possible
to establish at this stage. It is, however, expected that the activitics
gpecified above under the strategy for the subprograme, and the corresponding
output, will provide specific guidelines to agsist the Govermicnts of nenber
comntries in initiating eppropriate policy neasures and programes ained at:
(i) formulating comprehensive finemeial plens (uediwi~ and short-tern) ond
impreving the concepts and techniques used; (i1) renedying the institutional,
conceptual and adninistrative wezknesses which characterize guvernaent budgetary
accomnts end audit systens cnd increasing their effectivencss as an ipportant
tool in plamming; (iii) institutionalizing the tax systen, designing the
individual toxes to be compatible with the yreveiling suveiov-ceononic structures
ond developtient objectives and priorities and improving the adninistraotive
capebilities needed for their effective implenentotion; and, (iv) systenatically
increasing the techniecal, nonagericl and adninistrative capacities of the
public adninistration systen with particular elbhasis on areas relating to
the fornulation, iiplencntation and evaluation of develcpnent plans and

prograines.
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10. Science and Technology
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Organizational Unit: Econonmic Commission for Western Asia

Programme 10 : Science and Technology

£ Organization

1. Intergovermental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewed by the Commission
which meets every year. The last neeting was in April 1977. This plan sube
mission has not been approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth
Sessicn in May 1978.

2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this progrzmme is the Natural
Resources, Science and Technology Diviéion in which there were nine professional
staff on board as of 31 December 1977 of which none was supported from extra-
budgetary sources. The Division had no branches/sections/units as of 31
December 1977. The staff situation on 31 December 1977 in this programme was

as follows:

Professional Staff

Programme RD XB Total
Science and Technology 2 - 2
3. Divergences between current administrative structure and proposed

programne structure

None.
4, Expected complcticn and consequent reorganizations
(a) Expected completions

The following programme elements described in paragraphs 10.234 to 10,36

in the Proposed Programme Budget for Biennium 1678=1¢79 (A/}ZYE) are expected to
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be completed:

(1) In 1978-1979

1.1 (continuing activity), 2.1, 3.1 and, subject to the availability
of extrabudgetary resources, programme c¢lemsnt 3.3 is cxpected to be completed.
Due to ACABQ euts, the implementation of programme elenent 2.2 will be limited

in scope unless the extrabudgetary resources allocated to it are becoming

available.
(i1)  In 1930-1501
3.2, 3.4
(b) Consequent rcorganizations
Hone,
5. Other organiza“ional motters

The multidisciplinary and cross-divisional nature of the programme znd the
increasing importance at:ached by member states to the transfer and covelopment
of technology,may require towards the end of the medium-term pericd a review cf
the present administrative set-up under which the Science and Technology progrznr
is discharged (e.g. separatc entity).

3. Coordinqpigp

1. Formal coordination within the Secreatrint

(a) Activities dealing with Science and Technology at the farn level

3

will be planned and cooedinated through the Secretariat "Commitieo on Rural
Development" to be established towurds the end of 1579.

{b) The ECW4 "iorking Croup on Food Security" will coordinate the
activities related to the technological aspects of fond security.

2. Formal coordination within the United Nztions Systen

Within the context of joint UNEP/ECWA programming and in accordance with

the Memorandum of Understanding tc be signed between UNEP and ECYJA in this regard,
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activities related to oporopriate and environmenhtallv-sound technologies
within the context of the envisaged iArab Centre for the Transfer and Develop=-
ment of Technology, will be coordinated or jointly undertaken with UNEP.

3. Units with which significant joint activities are expected during the

-

period 1980-1683

Apart from joint activities to be underteken with other units of the
ECWA Secretariat, it is expected that significant joint activities will be
undertaken with UNCTAD, UMIDO, WIPO, FAQO, UNESCO, ILO and ECA in the strengthen-
ing of the technological capacities of the countries of the region through the
planned Arab Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technolosy. Joint
activities are furtber expected to be undertaken with the Secretariat of the
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology and 0ffice for Science and

Technology with respect tc follow=up on the United Nations Conference on

Science and Technology for Development,




C. illocation of resources to subprogrammes

oL
P The trend in the Percentage allocation of resources to subprogrammes is
expected to he approximately as shown in the following table:
Table : Allceation of resources to subprogrammes
{percentage)
1978-1979 1060~1961 16821583
Subprogramme® _
Ehen-
RB X3 Total RB XB  Total RB XB  Total
Lhe
1. "Regional co=0peration |
in the Transfer ang . |
Development of Science - - - 100 100 100 100 120 100 !
and Technology i
nd (a) Regional co-cperation f
in Science and Teche 33 - 17 - - - - - -
nology 1

(b) Transfer, development
and choice of techno-
logy 29 68 50 - - - - - -

e T

(c) Lpplication of science
& technoclozy in selecte
el sectors 33 32 33 - - - - -

100 100 100 100 1¢0 100 150 100 100

E (a) through (c) dencte the three subprogramnes appearing in parazraph

10.35 of the Programme Budget for the Riennium 1278«1976 (A/32/6).
Under the 13301933 nedium-term plan these three subprogrammes are
to be amalgamated into onz subprogramme entitled "Regional Cooperation !

in the Transfer and Devclopment of Science and Technology", |
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia
Programme 10 : Science and Technology

Subprogzramme 1 : Regional Cooperation in the Transfer and Development
of Science and Technology

(a):Objective
The objective of this subprogramme is to (i) promote regional
cooperation in the transfer and development of science and technology; and
(ii) to assist the governments of member states in their efforts to: strengthen
their technclogical capacities, establish and follow up on appropriate national
and regional institutions and formulate pclicies and procedures for the selection
of approprizste technologies,

(b) Problem addressed

Science and technology planning has not been given proper attention
and importance and, in most cases, 1s not integrated in the overall national
planning exercise of the member countries. The choicé of appropriate technology
has significant effects on the various aspects of econcmic developnent, and the
interdependence between science and technology and development planning is of
vital importance to the member countries. Moreover, the strengthening of
technological capacities in the member countries necessitates the establishment
and/or strengthening of appropriate national and regional institutions, most of
which are non-existent in the ECWA region.finally, the present level of applicate
ion of new and appropriate technologies to various sectors is extremely low in all
ECWA countries even though such technolories are important means for achieving
rapid resource development.

(c) Lesislative authority

A/Res/3201(S=VI) operative paragraph 4(p); A/Res/3202 (S-VI), operative
paragrephs IV(a), IV(b), IV(c), IV(d), IV(e) and VII{h), E/Res/1900(LVII),
operative paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 6; A/Res/3362 (S-VII), part III; E/Res/2028(LXI),
operative paragraphs 2(z), 2(h), 2{c), and E/Res/2034(LX1), operative paragraphs

(a) and (b).
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(a) Stratesy and output

(i) The situation at the end of 1979

In the evert the Arah Centre for the Transfer and Development
of Technology is established, it is expected to contribute to the strengthening
of the Arab countries' techrological capacities and to promote regional co-
operation in this fisld. The expected completion of studies during the 1973-
1979 prozramme biennium and the convenin: of the United Nations Conference on
Science and Technologzy for Development, coupled witn the published proceedings
of ECWA's Seminar on Technology Transfer and Chanze in the Arab Midclle Eanst
(1978),‘are expected to contribute to a better uncerstanding of the inportance
of, and the necessity for science and technology planning to Le intesgrated in
development planning, to the regulation of the transfer of technology, the sradual
developnent of self=reliance of these countries in this field, and finally to
recormendations which could lay down the foundations an! orientation of futurc

programmes in science andg technology.

(ii (ii) The biennium 1630-1981

After the 19761679 biennium, the stratery to be followed and the
major outputs during 1980=1581 would e mainly dictated by the results of the
United Nations Conference on Science and Technclcuy for Develonment (1379. and
the priorities of the member countries in this field. In addition, work on the
mechanisms for establishin» the transfer an: development of technolosy, including
the proposed Arab Centre for the Transfer ond Develonment of Technology, and other
new national centres, yill necessitate follow-up and support, especially in the
early stages of the Centre's operation,

The prosrarme's framcowork during the biennium will he charactaerized
by the following sequence of activities: ~i- collection, pfocessing and dissarina-

tion of basic data and relevant information on science ond technnlogy for the
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countries in the re-zion.

Output: Bicnnial review of the stzatus of science and technology
in the ECWA rerion for researchers, concerned sovernnent départments: ~ii-
Follow=up on the institutional mechanisms for the transfer and developnent of
technology;

Output: First evaluation report on the progress achicved and
difficulties encountered in the establishment, operation and manarecment of the
Arab Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology and other similar
national centres in the region (for Memlber Governments). Other output could be
expected inAthe 1izht of subsequent developments on this subject, =iii=
selected aspects of technology choica.

Output: A new case study report will be prepared, =ive Follow=up
on the findings of the Expert-Meeting on Resional Cooperation in Computer Applico-
tions.

Output: Report on the usaze of computer technolpoy for rescurce
development,

Withing the context of the Sécretafiat's work on rural development
and food security, efforts will be focussed also on science an¢ technolony at
the farm level and technolrical and aspects of food security.

Qutputs in this resard will consist of studics or reports on
appropriate technolopsy at the fzrm level and on the technclogical dimension of
food security problems in the ECWA rerion.

Other prosrammc clements emanating from the results and recormend=
ations of the United Nations Conference on Science and Techneolosy for Development
will constitute a significant part of the stratesy to be followed in 1980-1981

and will, to a large extent, ictermine the other major outputs ¢f this hiennium,

- 126 =




(iii) The biennium 1582-1533

The intenied strctesy for this Sienrium consists of preparing in-
depth studiss on issues wecling with the transfer, develcpnent and application
of technclroy, supporting recicnal and national instituticns for the tronsfer
and development of technology, followinmeun on the recormendations of the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technolosy for Development , orgenizing and
attending meetings and seminars in this field.

(iv) sctivities in the stratecy that are considered likely to

be of marginal usefulness ond the Legislation regquiring
Ethem:

None.,

(e} Expected impact

It is expected that by 1933 the Arab Centre for the Tronsfer and Develo=

o
S

nent of Technologsy will be fully operational; this institution is expected to serve
211l Arcb countries and contribute to the strenzthening of their technological
capacities. Furtnermore, the impact of the programme should alsc be {felt by the
support to end establishment of new nationzl centres which will be rart of the
institutional network for the transfer and cevelopment of echnalovv. ¥G other
oujective and verifiable indicaters of the impact of this subprograrme are
possible at this stase, but it is expected that the implementation of the
recommendations of the Unitel MNetions Confereace on Science and Technnlogy for
Development (1979} and the expcrience rained by romber States in preparing :
naticnal papers for and participating in the mcetinss of and preparatory to the
Conferenc: 11l lecud to 2 start in the integration of science and technolosy

t

| planning in the overzll national and rericnal planning, a hetter choice of f
appropricte technolories, effective mensurcs for resulating the transfer of

tzchnolozy, and to gradual self-rcliance in the technological ficld.Purthermore, |
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2ll the above activities are likely to result in an increase of the absorptive
technological capacities of member countries, leading eventually 4o a mere

balanced and effective application of science and technology to development.
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11. Social Developnent
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Organizational Unit: Econcmic Commission for Western Asia -

Programme 11 : Sccial Development

A, Orpanization

—— o mtmem——

1. Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewed by the Commission
which meets every year. The last meeting was in April 1977. This plan submission

has not been approved by this body, but will be submitted to its Fifth Session in

May 1978.
2. Secretariat

The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Social Development
and Human Settlement Division in which there were 9 professional staff on board
as of 31 December 1977 of which 1 was supported from extrabudgetary sources.
The staff situation in the Social Development Programme on 31 December 1977

was as follows:

Professional staff

Programme
RB XB Total
Social Development 4 1 5
3. Divergencies between current administrative structure and proposed
prograrme structure
None,
4, Expected completions and consequent reorganizations

(a) Expected cnmpiztions

The following prograrme elements described in paragraphs 10.37 to 12.39 in
the Proposed Programme Budget for Biennium 1978-1979 (A/32/6) are expected to be
completed:

(1) In 1978-1979: 1.1; 1.3; 1.4; 2.4; 2.5; 3.1; 3.2; 3.3; 4.3; and 4.4,

(i1) In 1980-1981: 2.1; 4.1; and 4.2,
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() Consequent rcorsanizaticong
None,
5 Qther organizational natters

Prograrme element 1.2; is deferred to the 1681-1902 biennim.
Prograrmec element 5.1; is discontinued.

frogramme element 2.2; is deferred to the 1932-1583 biennium,
Programme element 2.3; is also daferred to the 190221983 bienniﬁm.

Ba Co=ordination

1. Formal co-ordination within the Secretariat

(a) It is expectéd that towards the end of the prosrame bHienniun
1978=157S a "Committee on Rural Development! will be established; Activities
related to subprosramme 2 "Integrated Rural and  Cormunity Davelopmenth will
be co~ordinated throush this committee.

(L) in ECWA"Working Group on Food Security"will be operational towsrds

the end of the programme bicnnium fActivities dealing with urban and rurel co-
operatives in relation to food security in the resion to be carried cut under
subprogramme 2. "Intezrated Rural and Corrunity Develorment"will be co-ordinaterd

throuzh this workine group.

2. Formal Co=crdination within the United lNations System

ECWA is a number of tﬁe United Nations Intera-ency Working Group on the
Advancement of Women which co-ordinates women orozramres. The Centre for Social
Development ancd Humonitarian Affairs and ECWA have co-crdinated policies with
regard to field studies, adviscry services and trainins prosrammes in the field
of women., The United Hations Voluntary Fund for Hemen and ECHA have co-crdinoted
project proposals for woricn in the region;

3. Units with which sisnificent joint activities are expected during the
period 1530-1583

Apart from significant joint activities to be undertaken with other units
of the ECW.i Secretariat, no significant joint activities are expected 2t this

stage with other units in the United Nations System.
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C. Allocaticn of rsources to subprosramncs

The trend in the percentasce allocation of resources to subprograrmes is
expected to be approximately as shown in the following table:

Table: Allocation of resources to subprograimes
{percentasc)

)T73-10T¢ 9£0-1951 032153
Subprogramme 1973-1979 1520-19 1932-15G

1B ¥B  Total RB XB Total RB X3 Total

1. Social Intesration and - 100 T1 60 50 55 53 50 50
Change®
{a) Paricipation of 22 _ _
youth
{b) Integration of women 22 - -
(c) Developmental social 22 - -
welfare
(d) Absorptive cap.city - -
2. Integrated Rural and
Cormuntiy Developmentii 34 - 22 40 50 45 50 50 50 ‘

100 100 150 190 100 100 196 100 100

® Subprosramme 1 combines, for the 1930-1983 period, the 1970-1972
subprogrammes 1, 2, 3, and 5 referred tc in Document 1/32/6 paracraph 10,30,

L34 Subprogramne 2 was included as subprogramme 4 in Document 473276 paragroph
10.3C.
<
v
t
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Total

52

Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia
Programme 11 : Social Development
Subprogramme 1 : Social Integration and Change

(a)  Objective

The objective of this subprogramme is to assist Governnents in the
formulation of policies and plans aiming at the acceleration of socizl integration
and change paying considerable attention to plans and programmes intended for

integrating youth, women and disadvantaged groups in national development.

{b) Problem addressed

The potentialities of youth, women and disadvantaged groups have only been
developed to a limited extent due, in large part, to the absence of comprehensive
policies and plans aiming at the integration and participation of youth, women and
dizadvantaged groups in national development. The lack of such comprehensive
policies and plans aggravates problems such as unproductive employment, ineffective
vocational and technical training schemes for youth and women, a narrow inter-
pretation of services for social integration andg welfare, and ineffective
institutional machinery for the delivery of services to marginal, disadvantaged

and vulnerable groups.

(c) Legislative authority

A/Res/3517 (XXX) - operative paragrapks 5, 7,45,

(d)  Strategy and output

(i) The situation at the ead of 1979

The biennium 1978-1679 will Witness efforts directed towards the
compilation of surveys, studies and statistical data on the situation of youth,
woren and develepmental social services in the resion. Several studies will
be undertaken to provide sectoral national planners in the region with adequate
information for subsequent assessment and icentification of problem arcas with

regard to social integration and change,
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At the end of 1979, the Division should be in a position tc start assessing and
identifying existing impediments and sccial factors hindering the social
integration of population groups. A regional conference on women to be held in
1978 to be attended by experts and planners is expected to ratify a regional plan
of action. The Division will assist two countries in the region in the imple-
mentation of some recommendations, emanating from the Regional Plan of Action

for Women. Also, assistance to two countries will be provided in the establishment
of national machineries responsible for programmes for women's advancement and
integr-*“*~n in society. In addition, an assessment of the work progremmes as well
as the organizational structure of women's organizations of twe countries in the
regicn in the light of the Regional Plan of Acticn will have been carried out for
the benefit of pclicy-makers in these countries. A Rezional Seminar on Developmental
Social Services will be held in 1979 and will be attended by experts and sccial
development planners in the region to evaluate and assess social welfare
requirements and resources for the social integratiion of nopulation groups.

Policy guidelines and recommendations emanating from case studies, surveys and
reports will be presented to social development planners, experts and policy-

makers for pnossible adoption.

(ii) The biennium 1980-1981

The biennium 1980-1981 will witness efforts by the Division

towards providing two countries in the reosion with suidelines for developmental
social services for youth and women, for concerned rovernment departments and
policy-rmakers. Elaborate guidelines designed to formulate policy for the active
rarticipation of youth, wemen and vulrerable grours will be forrmulated for the
benefit of policy-makers. [he Division will also continue identifying rwch needed
prograrmes and nrojects which facilitate soczial integration and change. Ostensibly,
cata cocilection is a necessary and continuings activity for government departments,

researchers. Policy guidelines for the training of women leaders will be

- 134 -




formulated and given considcraticn hy expert-sroups for further elaboration and
analysis, The suidelines will deal with methods of institutional orcanizations,
popular particpation anq project planning for Zovernnent departments, national
wonen=organizations. The Division will also prepare for and participation in
the World Conference on Women and consult with policy planners and experts in the

region in this regard,

(iii) The bienniun 1982-1933

The biennium 1982-1933 will witness efforts by the Division towards the
translation orf cuidelines into action srogrammes for the integration of youth, women
and disadvantaged groups in two or three countries in the region. The emphasis
will “e on the development of brojects nroposals for possible adontion. Expert
al opinion will he sourht regarding the development of social services for the relevant
Population groups., adviscry scrvices and trainine procrammes will be seared to the
examination of policy aspects and reform of the develovnental social welfare systens

in two or three countries in the rezion.

(iv)  Activities in the strategy that are considered likely to be
of marsinal usefulness and the lesislation requiring them:

(e) Expected imnzct
P

i

It is expected that one or two countries in the region will increasingzly pro-
vide for andinitiste development-oriented action presrammes for the effective in
integration and active participation of youth, women an:! vulnerable sroups in

naticnal development. The envisased activities an? outputs will assist one or two

oy v

governments in the resion in their appraisals of social chanre and provide

.‘.._

g T

alternative solutions to nreblems of social intesration anc resource distributicn,
The awzreness of alternative solutions is expected to lead to reform of the socizal
service systems. Some countries are expectc) to hzve inititated reform nolicies

in this rezard towards the and of the bienniun,
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Western Asia
Prograrmme 11 : Social Devcloprent
Subprograrme 2 : Intesrated Rural and Community Developnent

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprosramme is to assist Governments in the
promotion of intesrated rural and cormunity Zevelonment policies and plans aiming:
at a balance rural development; the proper formulatipn and implementation of
integrated rural development schemes and the strengtHening of existing rural
institutions;

{b) Problem addressed

Scarce attention is being paid at present by Governments in the region to
plans and projects which would eventually lead to a comprchensive development of the
rural sector and to an increase in the participation of the rural population in
the development process. For the most part, rural development and community
developnent projects in the countries in the regicn have mainly been of an ad hoc
or of a scctoral nature; Consequently, there is a need (which has not been fully
recognized by the countrics in the'region) for initiating an integrated approach
to rurcl development which would improve the quality of life of the rural population
and whicy necessitates the strengthening of existing rural institutions and/or the
building of new ones;

(c) Legislative authority

A/Res/3517 (XXX) - operative paragrachs 6, 7 and 45,

(d)  Strategy and output

(1) The situation at the end of 1979

The biennium 1978-1979 will witness efforts by the Division
in the ccmpilation of Zdata on existing rural development and community development
projects and programmes in the region. By the end of 1979, the Division will have

undertaken surveys and studies to provide puidelines and information which assist
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in formulating proposals for anintesrated rural and corrmunity develcopnant policy;
The data collected and surveys undertoken will be provided to rural development
experts in the region as a first phose in the assessment ~f rural development
projects and schemes. An interagency workshop on the role of cormunication in
integrated rural developnent wiil be held to train osoverament officials in the
effective usc of communication and its rolc in intesrated rural develdpment. The
Division will prepare for and participate in the world Conference on Aprarian Refcrm

and Rural Development scheduled for 1979 in Rone.

(ii) The bienniun 198341981

This biennium will witness efforts by the Division in further
data collection and indentification of problem areas in fhe field of inteprnted
rural and community development {for researchors, toéhnicel departmcnts}. Further
studies will be undertaken cn assessment of existing community and rural Jevelop-
ment schemes in one or two countries in the region (for policy-makers, goveornment
technicians)., Assessment reports on the institutions, scrvices anl national
machineries required fcr integrated rural ond cormunity development in two countries
in the resion will also be undertzken for the benefit of national planners and
policy-makers, Advisory services will augment the training prosrammes on the role of
communication in integrated rurél development (experts in the ficld, cxtension
workersj;

(111) The biennium 1932-1903

This bicnnium will witness efforts by the Division in further
data compilation on cxisting rural Cevelcpuent projects, advising agriculiursl
ministry experts and rural cdevcloonent and cormunity development cxports in the
assessment of existing rural institutions, training prosrammes, etc. Twe stulics
will be undertaken to analyze the availablc services and institutions servicing

rural areas in thc region, The assessments mentioned above will lead to th
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provision of policy suidelince for consideration by cxperts in the resion. The
policy puidelines can leal to alternative sclutions to be discussed by rural
development planncrs in order to initiate reform measures in the context of
integrated rural and comrmmnity development., Policy smuidelines will be presented
to o Workshop on Land Reform in 1982, Further ruidelines will Lo prescnted to

an Intergovernmental Meeting on Rural Development scheduled for 1083,

(e) Expected impact

It is cxpected that some countries in the resion will increasingly
irclude and provide for an integrated approach to rural develosment and it is
expected that better national (co-ordination) bodies will e established for

concerted action for effective intesrated rural <development nrojects.
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Organizational Unit: Economic Commission for Vestern Asia
] Programme 12 Statistice
|
l
Ao Organization
1e Intergovernmental Review

The work of the Secretariat in this programme is reviewed by the Comuission
which meets every year., The last meeting was in April 1977. This plan subnission
has not becn approved by this body, but will be subnitted to its Pifth Session

24 Secretariat
The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Stetistice
Unit in which there were four profesesional staff on board as of 31 December of

which none were supported from extrabudgetary sources,

3e Divergences between current administrotive siructurc and proposed pro-

gramne structuro

Nonc
4e Expected completion and consequent reorsonizations

(2) Expected complotions

The following progrommc elements described in paragraphs 10,40 to 10441
in the Proposed Programme Budget for Biennium 1978-1979 (4/32/6) arc cxpected
to be conpleted:

(1) In 1978-1979:
1e15 1425 1.5 (i) 2nd 1.6 (i); (ii) (iv)

(ii) In 1980-1981:

1.3 1e4 (i); 1.5 (ii); 1.6(iii) and 1.7
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(b) Consequent reorgsonizntions

The above cxpected completion dates do not causc eny nced for reovgonization
of the programmc,

e Other orgnnizational mottors

The programme has two subprograries, Progranme elenents 1.5; 1.7 and 1.8 of
subprogramne 1 under the 1978-1979 Prograrmnie Budget arce included under subprogramme
2 under the 1980-1981 Mediun-tcrn Plan, Programne element 1,6 is now spread over
subprogrerme 1 and subprogromrie 2 under the 1980~1983 riediun plan,

In addition, the following chronolegical changes in the prograrme elcnents
will take place:

163, 144(i), 1.5(ii), 1.6(iii) and 1,7 are no nore included in the 1978-1979
bienniun and are now included in the 1980-1981 biennium. 1.3 and 1.7 stert in 1973-
1979 and are completed in 1980-1981, 1.4(ii), 1.4(iii) and 1.8 are now included in
the 1982-~1983 bienniumn,

B. Coordination

Te Fornal co~ordiration within the Secretariat

Fornal coordination will be institutcd to achieve the naximun possible pooling
ané consolidetion of statisticsl activitics within the ECUA Secretariat under the
unbrella of the Stotistics Prograrric,

2o  Forual co-ordinantion within the United Notions Systens In accordsnee with a

writton agrecnent between BCYA and 2Cisy the Stotistics Unit has boen rcceiving
statistical information on the African iirab Countrics fron BCA., However, a now i
egreenent should be reached whershy Statistics staff Tron OCIL will be able to visit
these countries for dota collection. It is a.so expected to conclude a formal

agraenient with the UN Statistical Office for the inpleunentation of the houschold

survey capnbility programne in the ECUA region.

&




e Units with which significant joint ecctivitics ars expascted durine the

bericd 1980~1983: It is exzpected to organize and conduct joint training activities

with the Arab Plonning Institute in Kuweit (a UMDP project for which ECWA is
the executing agency).

C. Allocation of resources to subprogramnes. The trend in the percentoge

allocation cf resources to subprograrme is expected to be approxinately as shown
in the following table:

Teble: Allocation of resources to subnrogranmes

(percentagc)
1978=-1979 1980~1981 1982-1983
RB XB Total RB XB Total R3 XB Total
1e  Dovclopnent Stetistical
Services ¥ 85 83 85 65 =~ 65 0 - 70
{(2) Real Income Conparisons
of theEECWA Countries¥* 15 17 15 - - - - - -
24 Developuient of liational
Accounts, Finonce &
Priecc Statistics - - - 35 - 35 30 - 30
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

*  Beginning with the biennium 1980-1981, programmce clements 145, 147 and 1.8
will be detached fron subprogramme 1 and included in the "Nationol iccounts,
Pinance & Price Statistics™ subprogranac,.

** Beginning with the bienriw: 1930-1931 this activity will be included in the

“Netional /lccounts, finnnce & Pric

Stotigtics" subprogrnmne,
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Programnne 12: Statisties

Orgonizational Unite meononice Cormission for Western Asin

Subprogranue 13 Developnent Statistical Services

(a)  Objective

The objective of this subprogranre is to assist in the develeoprnient of
statistics and statisticol gservices of the countries of the ECWA region as
well as of the ECW. Sceretariat,

(b) Problen addressed

Countrics of the ECWA region are desperntely in necd of internationally
conparable statistics so they can sharpen their perspectives by naking coaparisons
with devclopuents in other countries in appraising and rcviowing their econonic
and social progress within an international sctting. Progress towards this end
has been hanpercd by lack of couparable statistics ceuanating fronm the various
ECYA countries, This lack is a natural result of the weaknesses of the statistical
systens in nost ECWA countries. Anong the nain factors contributing to this
situation are tha lock of expertise, scerious staff shortages and recruitnent
problens in the national statistical services of the region, Momber States of
ECWA as well as other Arab regional institutions, suffering fron lack of adequate
statistical infornmation nceded by planners, policy-nckers nnd adninistrators at
both the national and regional levels, have expressed the pressing need to denl
with this seriocus problen,

4t the country, as well as the regional level, peolicy-nakers and planncrs
in the past years, have concentratcd their efforts on gcononic growthe. This is
reflected in the progress nade in various fields of ccononic statistice. In recent
years, the issues related to the quality of life and social ecquity hove also
becone of concern to planners, policy-nakers and those responsiblc for adninistering

and monitoring national and regional progrerries designed to deal with theseo
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issues, Therc is, therefore, 2 need to engage in the developnent of social

statistice, social indicators, statistics on children and youth and statisties

on housing. The need also exists for engaging in the developrnent of statistics

onthe distribution of income, consunption and wealth., The lotter has assuned

particular urgency since the present inflationary ‘trends have inplications

on the distribution of rcal incone within and anoﬁg countries of the ECVi region.
Recent events have heightencd the widespread concern about likely “foreseenble

future shortages in cenergy and natural rescurces. The nced for statistical data

on energy and prinary cormmodities, on flows of trade and on prices, both at the

national and international levels, have beconc strongor and nore urgent.

(e) Legislative authority

The principal authority for these activitics is to be found in

(i)  A/Res/resclution 2563 (XXIV) operative paragrcph 13 (ii) E/Res 1556(1)

operative paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 6; (iii) F/Res/1818(IV) opurative paragraph 1.C;
and (iv) ECWA/Res/41(iv) operative paragraphs 1 ond 2.

(d) Strategy and output |

This subprograrme ains at assisting the ECWA countries in developing their
statistical information services, in :identifying and filling gnps in the statis-
tical base, in providing support to existing nationnl ond regional troining
centres through participation in their training progremucs cndthe provision of
advisory servicce in curriculunm developoent, and in stiiwmleting co-operative acticn
at the regional level for identifyingband necting ccunen ncede and nroblens. The
strategy to be followed consists of étudying the existing national statistical
systens in the region, identifying their weakuesscs, sugzesting riethods of inproving
and cxpoending the systens and assisting in the inplenentation of ‘these methods.

It includes the collecticn, conpilation, evaluation, processing md disscuination

of statistical infornation andthe developrient of adequate and reliable statistienl
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series and indicators on the dencgraphic, social and cconcnic aspects of the
countries in the region. This will neccssitate extensive travel to the countries
of the regicn and conducting studics; training workshops and seninars in cccnounic
and social statistics, international trade statistics and cnergy statistics as
well as rendering technical assistonce and advisory services in sanple surveys,
censuses and statistical nethedclogy to the lciiber States. It will farther include
the naintenance of a conputer-based file on denographic, ccononiic and social
statistics.

(i) ™o gituation at the end of 1979

At the end of 1979 a conprehensive agsessrient: of the existing nationd statis-
tical systoms will be conpleted and subnitted to the First Heeting of Statisticians
of the ECWA region for study and recoumendations. Data will have beon collected
through a questionnaire designed for identifying gops and for providing indicators
tote included in the Statistical Abstract of the Aradb World. Technical assistance
and advisory services in sanple surveys, censuses and statistical nethodology will

have been rendercd to all Governments requesting it,

(ii) The bienniu: 1980-1981

Recormendations adopted by the First Meeting of Statisticians will be followed
up with o view to 2ssisting the countries *tc dovelop their statistical information
services and to inprove the tinelines, subjeet coverage, consisteney ond inter-~
country comparability of datas The Programnc's cfforts will be uore effective
and rescurceful as a rcsult of building up o computer-basced filc on denographic,
econonic and social atatictics to sorve as o nnjor source of stotistical infornm-~
aticn for the substantive divisions of the ECJA  Secretariast as wellas for govern-
nents, regional institutions, planncrs and rescarchers. Jn inpgroved questicnnoire

will be developod and a more up~to~date and inproved Statistical Abstract of the

o

Arab World will be published. A4An International Trade Yearbook of the Arab Worl




and a Conpendiun on Energy Statistics will be published for the benefit of the
ECWL countries, ECWA substantive divisions and rcsenrchers. The Sceond lMecting
of Statisticians of the ECWA region will review the progress of work and adopt

relevant recoimendations, Ldviscry services to the ECWA countries in sanple

Surveys, censuses and siatistical nethedology as well as support and guidance to !
existing netional and regional statistical treining centers will continue thrcughout
the bienniun,

(i%i) e bionniur 1982-1 983

™ follow-up to the recomendations of the Second Meeting of Statisticians
of the ECWA rcgion, inproved issues of the Stntistical fibstract, Conpondius on %
Energy Statistics and Internaticnnl Trade Ycarbook of the Arab Yorld will be pro-
gramneds  The inplcuentation of the United Netions standard classifications in
trade, industry and encrgy inthe countries of =he regicn will be furthor pursued,
while substantive support to statistical training centers inthe region will he
gtrengthened 2s to produce zore cadres in order to solve the problen of shortag
of trained personncl in' the regicn, Advisovy servieces in statistics and stotisticnl
nethodology to the countries requesting such servicss will be uaintained,

(e) Expected immnet

This subprogra:rie is expeeted to satisfy the rapidly growing and persistent
denand by the substantive divisions of- the EOWA Seeretariat as well as the regional
institutions for denographic, ccononic and sceinl statistics by providing reliable
and ccuparable national statistical serios, regional data and indicators Pertaining,
to all the deriogra Paic, 2conomic and social espeets of the countries in the regione

Through the Mectings of Statisticians of the ECWA rcgion, this subprogrannc
oios at assisting sonc countrics in the rogion in adopting practical nensurcs
leading to the inprovenent of their statistica systeons and sorvices, Thus, it

is evpected thot by 1981 souc of the ECWA countries that have not yet adeopted some
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of the United Notions classifications, will have inplenented measures reconmended

by the Meeting of Statisticicns including the use of the International Standard

Industrial Classification (ISIC) and the Siandard International Trade Classi-

fication (SITC) and the forthconing Harmonized Systen being developed by the

Customs Co-operation Council., Tt is also expected that some of the least

developed countries in the regicn which have very poor statistieal systens, will

be able to producc and publish essential statistical infornation not available

so far, By 1983, it is expected that around five countries of the region will

have improved their statistical systems 2and their houschold sanple survey

capabilitics,




Propgramne 12 Statistics

Orgzanizational Unit: Feononic Ceniission for Western Asin

SUBPROGRAMME 2 Developnient of National diccounts, Finonce and Price Statisties

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogranne is to nssist countries in the region in
developing their nationnl accounts, finance and price statistics end in inple-
nenting the United Nations Systenm of Notional Accounts and systen of price
statistics,and to study the internmational real incone conporisons of the ECWA
countries,

(b) Problen addressed

More than nine years have passed since the publication of the revised Systen
of National Accounts (SNA). Considerable efforts have beon nade by sone national
statistical offices in the region in co-operaticn with the ECWA Secretarint to
develop sone of the accounts recorriended in the SNi. However, sone ECW. countries
do not yet have a systern of national accounts and do not publish their national
accounts. Thus countrics need assistance in introducing and usings the SNA and in
applying it to inprove and expand basic statistics,

Within countries, nationnl accounts statistics provide important indicators
required for assessing =nd ~ppraising the econonic growth and franework for
developrient-policy forrmulation. The dissenination of national accounts statistics
is to be uscd: by countries, to conpare their deovelopnient with that of other
countries; and by intecrnational organizations,especially within the United Netions
fenily, to assess the progress achicved in the Sccond Develceprient Decades

The wnusually high rise in prices in' the ECW. countries during the past few
years and its correspending effect on the nagnitude of the gross donestic product

estinotes have rendered the classicnl tine-to-tine conparisons of the gross donestic
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products of any one country quite nisleeding for assessing ccononie growth, The
use of such estinates for country-to~country comparisons hns been oven iore
rﬁsleading; since the problen is furthor complicated by the use of offieial exchange
rates,which usually do not reflcet the relative purchagsing power of currencies,
in converting estinates from one national currcney to anotherg

Furthernore, the unusually high risc in prices in the ICWA countries, whose
najor population consists of traditionai forners, labourers and white-collar city
workers, has led nany Governuents to intervenc by fizing the pricecs of essential
food connodities and gnsolinc, Thus, ~ good part of their budgets provides for
subsidies, with prices losing their neaning. Yith the lack of adequate studics
on prices and the effect of their fluctuation, Governnents adopted spontaneous
unplanned econoniic policies with undesirable effeets,

This situation calls for a carcfully planned co-ordinated systen of price
and quantity statistics, as well as a systail of reasonably accurate couparisons of
intercountry differcnces in production, incones and purchasing power of currencics.

(c) Legislative authority

The principal authority for these activities is to be found in the following:
(i) A/Res/2563(XXIV) operative paragraph 1; E/Res/1566/L)« eperative paragraphs
2y 35 4 ond 6; (iii) E/Res/1818 (IV) operative paragraph 1.¢ and (iv) ECWA/Res/41/IV

operative paragraphs 1 and 2.

(d) Strategv and output

The strategy to be followed in this connexion comprises of activities aired
at assisting countries in the rogion to introduce nnd use the SNA as well ao
introduce And use 2 co-crdinated systen of pricc and quontity statistics. The

strategy also includes assisting the countries in the adoption of conparable
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niethodological principles (standard definitions, classifications, etc.) and the
introduction of.comparable valuation with regard to tho agzrogates estinated in
value terns of natiomal currencicss It further include the naintenance of a
conputer~bascd file on national accounts, finance and price statistics in a forn
suitable for retricval by the substantive divisions of the ECW. Scerctariat, the
regional institutions And researchers,

(1)  The situation at the end of 1979

4t the end of 1979, o scries of national acccunts estinates for the QUL
countries will be available inthe ECWA Secretariat and few bulletins on natibnal
accounts will have been published thus facilitating the work of anclysis in ccononic
and social planning and programing, A training workshop on estirnictes of nationel
accounts at constant prices will have been held and trainees will have started
applying the nethodology discuséed in their respective countrics, 4 study will
also have been published on the existing pricc statistics in the RCUL region.
The Progranne will have perticipated in the nationsl nnd reéional training pro-
grames in national accounts and will have rendered advisory services in nationnl
accounts, finance and price statistics.s It is expected alsc thot one of the
least-developed countries in the region will have adopted the SNA,

(ii) The bicnniun 1980~1981

The serics of national accounts estinates willbhe developed and expanded
further and a Notional Accounts Yearbook of the ECW. countrics will be published.
A working group on statistics of the distribution of incone, consuniption and
accurulation in the ECWA countries will be held, and studies will bo launched on
the comparative costs of living in the ECWA countries and on the fensibility of
introduciné an integral systen of price and quantity statistics ond a systen of
international coupariscns of gross product and  purchasing power in the EBCWA
region. Technical assistance will be rendered to requesting governnents in national

accounts, finance and price statistics. At loast two additional countrics
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are cxpected to ndopt the SNi.

(1ii)  The bienniun 1982-1983

The National Accounts Yearbook will be cxpended and inproved and a
report on the real incone corparisons hotween the ECWL countries will be issued
and submitted to the ECWi countrics ond the Meeting of Statisticians of the ©
ECWA region. & seninar on price index nunbers in the context of comparisons of
real incomes and purchasing power paritics of the BCWA countrics will be held.
The adoption of comparable methodological principles by the countries in the
region will be pursued. Participation in national and regional training pro-

grarnes end advisory services to  the Member States will continue.

(e) Exnceted impact

nhis subprogramme represents a step towerds the achicvenent of the
long-tern goal of the Programme of «ction on the Establishnent of a New International
Econonic Order insofar aos it facilitates the work of analysis in econoinic md social
planning and programninge. The Statistics Unit has already contributed to the
adoption of the SNA by soue Menber States. It is expected that at least five
nore countrics will be able to adopt the systen vy the end of 1983, The intro-
duction and use of the System of Notional lccounts (8NL) contributes towards
providing a froncwork for the developnent of ccherent national statis®ical systenms,.
The Traiﬁing lMeeting on Bstiuates of Notional lAccounts at Constant Prices will

provide the countries of the regicn with the tcol

2

for the frctuzl assessnent
of national progrese towsrds achicving the objectives of the International
Developnent Strategy for the Second Developuent Docade,

The work on prices ond real inconme conparisons will contribute to the adoption

of couparable nmethodological principles, the introduction cf conperable valuations




with regerd to the aggregates cestinated in value terns of national currencies,
the use of data in an international context and the international‘comparison of
aggregates of the donestic product and expenditure of the ECWA countries. It will
also provide infornation on the differenct inpact of the inflationary process upon
different countrics in the region,

The Statisties Unit has also contributed to the training of statisticians
in the regional training institutes and shall continuc to participate in the
process of training of statistical cadres in the region cspecially in the field

of n&tional accounts,
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Organizational Unit:  Econoric Comnission for Western Asia

Programmne 13

Trensport, Comrmnicotions and Tourisn

A, Organization

1e Intergovernnental reviow

The work of the Secrotariat in this prograrne is reviewed by the Cornission
which neets avery year. The last neeting was in April 1977. This plan subnissiocn
has not been approved by this body but will be subnitted to its Fifth Session in

May 1978,

2. Secretarint

The Secretariat Unit responsible for this programmie is the Transwort,
Conmunications and Tourisn Division in which therc were six professional staff
on board as of 31 Deccenber 1977 of which one was supported from extrabudgetary
sources,

e Divergences between current aduinistrative structure ond pronosed nrograryie

structurc

None

3. Expected conpletions and conscquent reorganizations

(2) Expected conplotions

The following prograime clencnts described in paragraphs 106445 to 10,47 in
the Proposed Prograrme Budget for Elenniuz 1978/1979 (4/32/6) are expected
to be conpleted:
(i)  In 1978-1979

See paragraph 5,

(ii)  In 1930-1981

2e1 242 2,3 comrnenced under preceding bienniun will be conpleted,

(p) Consequent reorganizations

Nil
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5e Other Orgonizationnl ratters

In line with the policy of concentrating resources over fewer subprogranncs
during the 1980-1983 planning period and in view of the rescurces available to
the programrme, it was considered necessary to revise the 1978~1979 programne,
This revision consisted of an analganation of the subprograrries 19 2 and 3 into
4 new subprogranne "Development of Integrated Transport", Consequently prograrmne
elenents under the old subprogranue 1 and 3 will not lead to separate cutputs as
rentioned in the Proposed Programme Budget 1978/1979, (A/32/6, paragraph 10,45)
but w111 forn integral parts of ihc now subprogra:ries Morcover, programme elenent
1e1 will constitute an input to the Statistical Abstract of the Arab World and
will not be produced as 2 separate output. In addition, the cancclled programie
clenent 3.2 will be rcinstated; related activities expanded as to form a new

subprogranne,

B, Co-ordination

's  Fornal Coorlination withinthe Secretariat

(a)  Activities under subprogranne 1 "Developnient of Integrated Transport"
will be planned and coordinated with other integration activities under the
auspices of an FCW. “"Taskforce or Yorking Group on Regional Integration® expected
to be functionning towards the end of the bicaniun 1978-197¢,

(b) Through its subprogramme 1y the Division will participate in and con-
tribute to the Secretariat's activitics related to rural development to be
coordinated by the "Comnittee on Rural Development" envisaged to be operational
during the nediwr~tern plan periods In addition, the Division will participate
in and contribute to Scerctariat's activities related to food sceurity to be
coordinated through the "Working Group on Food Sccurity! to be cstablished towards

1980,

- 155 -




2e fornal Coordination within thc United Nntions Systeon

(a) United Nations Conference on Trade snd Dovelopnent (UNCTAD)

It is expected that by 1980's a formal agreenent will have been signed with
UNCTAD stipulating the arcas and mechanisns for formal coordination. ZAn agree—
nent has been reached with UNCTAD to establish focal points for developing
relationships and fornal coordination,

3 Units with which significant Joint activities are exmnected during the

Pperiod 1980-1983

Tt is expected thet significant Joint activities will be developed with:

(a) IMCO 1in the arca of shipping;
(b) ESL  (Centre for Natural Resources, BEnergy and Transport) in the
area of inland iransport,

(¢) IM in the ares of teleconnunications; and

(a) CE on International Rules and Regulations for Inland Transport,
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C. Allocation of resources to subprograriics

The trend in the pereentage allocation of resourccs to subprogranmmes is

expected to be approxinately as shown in the following table:

rith
Table: Allocation of Lesources to subprogranies
xe—
(percentage)
1978=-1979 1980~1981 1982-~-1983

Subprogranne*

RB  XB Total RB XB Total RB XB fToinl

e  Developnent of Integrated

Transport - - - 78 100 82 78 100 82
(1) Transport, Communications
and Tourisnm statistics 10 4 8
(2) Transport integration 61 75 66
(3) Transport and Corrmnications
Technologies 15 4 11
2.(4) Developuent of Tourisn 14 o0 10 11 0 9 11 0 9

3« Developnent of Telecormu~
nication Services o 17 5 11 0 9 11 0 9

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

* (1) to (4) denote the four subprogromres appearing in the Programme Budget
for the Biemniun 1978-1979 A/32/6 paragraph 10,45, .is explained in paragraph 5
Section A, Subprogranncs (1) (2) (3) nave been enalganated into Subprogranme 1
"Developnent of Integrated Transport", Subprograrne 3 constituted previously

4 programne elenent under subprogronne (3),
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Organizational Unit : Econonie Comuission for Western asia
Programne 13 : Tronsport, Courmunicetions and Tourien

Subprogranne 1 ¢ Developuent of Intesroted Transport,

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogramne is to assist merber countries in their
efforts to inprove the efficiency of cxisting facilities and networks of transport
withrespect to now developnent rrojects, toachieve better intercountry and intor—
nodal transport integration,

(b)  Problens addressed

In the ECWA region, especially in the least~developed countrics of the
region, the existing transport networks and facilities are largely deficient and,
in oany instances, inconsistent with the present pattern of politieal boundarics
and population settlenents, which have undergone radical structural changoes over
the last twenty years, The recently acquired wealth fron the oil resources has
‘placed urgent denands on population changes by creating new poles of econonic
developnent, now centros of production and consunption with respect to both
comnodities and services, Such changés have olready required that sonc of the
existing networks and facilities should be re-adjusted and thet new ones should
be established to nect the present and future necds,

Technological developnents in the fiold of transport having particular
relevance to the developnent of the region include the unitization of Car{o,
especially deep~sen ferry services, containerization in shipping and overlang
transportation and the increased use of wide~bodicd aircrafis in passenger and
freight transport, Because of the geographic~l and environnental conditions of
the region, with population centres separated by large zones of orid areas, the

selection of new transport and comnunications techniques should be focussed on
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those which help overcone thesec naiural cbstacles at the lowest cost and mexinun
dependability,

The structural changes referred to above inply new problens and relation-
ships to which the rienber countrieé mst adjust their prioritics, They also
pose for the countries to review their transport and connunications systens,
Furtherriore, the new transport techniques require, in nost cases, the naxinun
co~ordination and standerdization of various counponents and links in the over—
all systecn,

ey Legislative suthority

E/Res/1818 (Lv) operative paracraph 1.a

(d)  Strateszy and output

(1) The situntion 2t the end of 1979

Studies under the g=neral heading of "Transport Integration in the ECWA
Region" would have been coupleted by the end of 1979, Disseuination of the study
and the recomnerdations derived therefrom for nenber governnients! consideration
will lead to convening intergovernnental expert-group neetings, to review the
study and recommend further actions for the second phase, i,e. the fensibility
studies in specific disciplines of the troansport and cornwniecations systens in
the region,

(i1)  The bienniun 1980-1931

During the bicnniun 198C~19¢e1, fellow-up action as indicated above
(feas1bi1ity studies) will he carried out,

In addition to follow-up action in the foin of feasibility studies, the
developnent of integrated trensport will be pursued through cofforts including
advisory services aining at (i) the application of intcrnaticnal conventions

and regulations and haruionization of naticnal and regional regulaticns;
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(ii) the regional standardization and sinplifiecotion of transport and travel
deocunents; and (iii) the establishnent of regional training centres for various
categories cf transport personncl.

The output during this bienniw: will consist of reports on project feasi~-
bility (Sovernnenttechnicians and financial institutions); proposals on the
application of International Conventions and Regulations primarily intended
for policy-nakers; Proposals and Reports on Reglonal Standardization and
Sinplification of Travel docunents for technical govermient departuents and
opcrators; Proposals for the establishnent of Regional Training Centres for

Transport Personnel (for governnent departnents and regional organizations),

(iii) _The bienniun 1982-1983

The subprogrome must necessarily he designed on a continuing basis
tocossist the nmember countries in their efforts to Priulate and inplenent projects

relating to the transport snd conrunications nctworks with o view to achicving

‘transport integrotion in the regiun. Identification of projects to achieve such

integration will therefore be 2 continuing activity with related outputs in

the forn of project propesals and feasibility studies intended for sovernnent
technicians and financinl institutions., In addition, the following najor outputs
are cxpected during the bienniun 1982-1983; Proposals and reports on the
establishnent of national and regicnol shippers! Councils and consultation
nachineries; road haulage enterprises: port nanagerient associations on subregional
and regional basis intended for tcchnical departnents, chanbers of comnerce and
associations and reports of symposisa, seninars, workshops, ctc. in transport

planning, nunagenient and operations for governnent technicicns and policy-riakers,

(e) Expected imvact

Under the pressure of new requirenents, efforts have been nade aliost every-

where in the BCVA region, to expand the capacity of the transport systems in
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co~operation with Regional Orgenizations, for the cchicvement of ccononic unity and
integration, The planncd activities are cxpected to provide the nenher countries
Wwith now perspectives for fermulating their transport developuent programmes and
projects, in harnony with their neighbours, which should lead to nore officient

end econonical transport networks in the region,

Incorporation of new techniques in the tronsport systens of individual
countries should take place within the franework of overall technological deve=
loprents in the transport and cormunications networks in tho region to avoid
inconpatibility of the national trexsport systems for neeting the desired inter-
national links which could render regional integration nore difficult,

The studies and expert-group neetings planncd to be carried out over the
plan  period are cxpected to provide a franework for concerted action, mmd to
harmonize policy decisions at national and recgional levels on those aspects,

As regards the investnent projects to acquire and operste specialized transport
fleets, the contonplated regional co~-opercticn between Arab countries is expectod
further to inprove the utilization of equipnent and facilities and thus increase
the efficicncy of the transport systeus,

In addition to the above, it is expected that by the end of bienniun
1982-~1983: Shippers! Councils atnatiunal/subregional and regional levcls would
have bcen established in the regioﬁ to provide cffective nachinery for negotiations
with Conference Lines on natters relating to freight rates and protection of

shippers' interests; Menber: countrics would have acceeded to the various Intor-

rational Conventions pertaining to transport and substantially progressed application

thereof in individual countries through sdninistrative and where necded legislative
action, Regional standardization of tfansport and travcel docunents for facil-
itating international traffic would have been achicved and the establishnent of
some regionnl training centres for various categories of transport personnel will

be under active consideration or established,
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Orgenizational Unit Eeonozic Comnission for Westorn Asia

Prograrme 13

Trensport, Conrunications and Tourisn

Subprograrmne 2 ¢ Developnent of Tourisn

(2) Objective

The objective of this subprogrannie is to promote developnent of tourisn

by an increased effort to pooling of resources and the developnent of natiomal

potential and infrastructure,

(b) Problens addresscd

Hestern isia is rich in its diversified cultural heritage dating fron

the earliest civilizations and even today cvidenccd by ancient tangible remoins,

It is ropidly beeoning a showecase for industrial developnient while inplenenting

Projeects on a scale previously unknown in the world, There is a range of predict-

able clinate and scasonal change which can alsc be rut to constructive use in

establishing healthy pleasure travel and tourisn, The region is relatively

"undiscovered" and therefore offers soncething differcnt,

Developuent and cxpldtation of tourist facilities offers onc nore channel

of diversification to broaden the economic basc of individual nonber countrics.

Problens existing tedey sten fren an overall lack of faecilitics for travellers

in the region, espceeially those for nass travel, package tours, ctcey which reduce

cost per person and attract a wider narkctes Therc is no subregional or regional

nasterplan for the orderly phasing of tourist developnient projects which could

lead to succcssful international pronotion and oventusl cxploitation,

(c) Legislative authority

el

E/Res/1818 (LV), operative paragraph 1

(4)  Stratesy and output

(1)  The situation at the end of 1979

Country studiecs have been carricd out to explorc and assess the
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tourisn developnent potcntial of sclectod countrics within the framework of +4wo
regional subgroupings, nenely Irag, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, on the one hand,
and the People!s Democratic Republic of Yeren and the Yoiion Arab Republic, on the
other, The studies recognized tourig: developient opportunitios and pointed to the
need for intercountry cooperation the coordinated developient of touris:: infra-
structure and racilitics anc in orgnnization of +he prorotional nachinery required,

During the bienniw: 1978-1979, follow~up action is planned t2 the recormcnd-
ations of thesec studics including group n.cetings for concerted action in this
regard.

By the end of 1979, a corvon strategy for the devclopient of tourisn
infrastructure in the above subregicnal g¢roupings would have been established,

(ii) The bienni- 1980~1981

Within t+he forrulated strategy for the develcpriecnt of touris: infrastructure
activitics will Particulerly concentrate on the identification of specific investient
opportunities in the two selected subregional groupings.

The strategy for the developuaent . f touris: infrastructure will ke extended
to cover the whole region with the ain 4o foriulate a regionsl iastoer vlan for
tourisn developnent,

The output of this bienniu: will consist of studies on investnent opportunitics
in tourisn in two subregions for concerned covernient deportuents and financial
institutions; and reports on a rogional rastor ploan for tourism developnent for
technical depnrtucnts,

(iii) The Lienrinn 1982-1953

This prograyic bienniun will pursue the wdoption and implencntation of
the regional nanster plan of tourisn through studics on specific problcns, serinars

and advisory services,
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(e) Expected iinact

By 1983 it is cxpected that sone two sSubregicnal plens for the joini
developrnent of tourisn infrastructure nanely Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jordan ang
the Yenen Arapb Republic angd Peoplets Denocratic Republic of Yeniony arc under
active consideration,

It is further expccted that by 1983 a few bankable Projects will be

formulated ang their inplencntation initieted,
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Organizational Unit Econotiic Cormission for Western Asio

Prograine 13

Tronsport, Corrmnieations and Touris:

Subprogramne 3

.

Developient of Telccornications Scrvices

(a) Ohjective

The objective of the subprograire is to assist nenber countries in te
developuent of telecomnunications scrviees at national, subregionzl and rcgional
levels and to promote training facilitics in the telecommunicentions fielad,

(b) Problens cddressed

The countrics of the ECWA region dircetly or indirecctly orising freon the
g ’ Y 5 €

inflow of capital into the region, arec undergoing a nassive restructuring of the
physical infrastructure, of which telecorrmnications is a vital nart,

At thc end of 1978, there willhk o total of 2.8 nillion cxchange lines i
in operation, and by 1980 this is planncd to increasc to 3,6 1illion, while
Projections indicate that by 1985, 649 nillion will be required nng 1342 11i11lion
by 1990. 4t the sane tine international tronsnission links including satellite
and cable links hoth within the region and to other arcas, are advancing at an
unprecedented rate nceessitating the strengthening of regional cooporative
efforts in various aspects of telocommunications.

There is thus, an increasing nced for rationalization ang intergovernnental
cooperation covering standardization of cquipnient and systens, reciproca arronge—
nents for transnission Oover alternative routes, cducational Prograies, radio
frequancy nanagencnt and nonitoring, coordinated naritinc tolocommunications, cte.

(e) Legislative authority

E/Res 1818 (IV); operative paragraph 1.a,

(@)  Stratesy and output

(1) The situation at the end of 1979

It is expected that in co-operation with ITU and the Arab Pund for
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Econonic and Social Developrent, 2 study establishing coordinated telecommunications

facilities and links betwecn countrics of Western Asia 2~nd between the region

and the rest of the world would have becen completed,

(ii) The bicnniun 1980-1981

During the bienniun 1980-1981, an intergovernnental oxpert-group
neeting will be convencd to review the study or survey of the telecomrmnic~tions
facilities in the region and to provide suidelines and reconncndations for nction-
oriented prograrues, Within the context of such recomriendations, proposals for
the cstablishuent of machinery  for inpleuenting the recoiriendotions of the
expert—group in telecomnunications field arc to be worked out particularly in
relation to standardization of cquipnent for the region as a whole,

Menber countries will be provided with assistance and advicc on the
establishnent of adequate national telecormunications notworks, well integrated
with cach other and with world linkagc.

Outputs during this period will consist of Miction~oriented project
proposals for the developuent of telcconmunication scrvices intended for govern-
nent technical departnents, policy-nakers, Proposals for the setting up of
regional nachinery for inercased regional cooperation in the telccommunications
field particularly with regard to standardization of equipnest (fer policy-nakers).
Advisory reports on various aspects of telccorrmnications devclopnent for technieeol
departrients,

(iii) The bicnniw: 1982-1983

Follow—up of activities initiated during the bienniun 1980-1981 will
be continued. In addition, the following najor outputs are expected durinz the
bienniun 1982-1983: Proposals for thc esteblishnient of training facilities fo

developnent of cxpertise in the fields of planning, operation and naointcnence of

»
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teleconmunications services for the region (for technical departnents and
regional organizations), Reports on the foriulation of stendard tariffs and
charges for regional users (for technical departments).

(e)  Expected inpact

ECWA, in cooperation with the ITU, the .irab Pund for Econonic and Social
Developnent, and govermients of the countries concerned, would provide assistance
in cstablishing the organization and aachinery for coordinnted pronotion of
activities in the telecomunications fields These activitics will naterislly
assist in the provision of adeguate national telecormunications networks fully
integrated with regional and interregional linkoges, idequate provision of
troining focilities will becone availeble for the nencgenent, operation and
naintenance of telcconrunication services., Sone standardization of equipnent will
have been achieved leading to cfficient utilization and ccononic naintenance
facilitating also the possible establishnent of & substantial integrated tele-~

coununication nionufacturing capacity in the region.
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Organizational Unit

e

Econcnic Connissicn for Western Asia
Joint ECW:i/072C* Unit

Programme 14

Transnetional Corporations

Subprograrne 1 Trensnotional Corporations in ROWA

.

(a) Objective

The objective of this subprogranne is to assist the countries of the Region
intheir dealings with transnational corporations and their opercotions at the
country and regioncl lovels,

(b) Probler: addressed

The devclopnent of a data systen on transmational corporations for cach
of the countries of *+hc Region is of utnost inportance for generating information
on transnational corporationd involvenent in the Region, Also, appropriante
arrangenents ore nccessary to keep undor systenatic scrutiny the activities of
transnational corporaticns. Thcir perfornance needs to be evaluated, and
the extent to which they connplenent cr clash with the gonls and objectives of
national developuent offorts end the principles of the New-Internniional
Econonic Order, constantly cxomined. Rescanrch on transnational corporations in
the Regicn, even in the o0il sector where transnational corporations have been
involved for sonctire, is = grey arca. Very little infornation is available on
the nicro and nacro aspeets of transnational corporations activitics in the
Region, Cumulative and annucl flow of direct foreign investuent inthe coumtries
cf the Region nced to be analyzed and peliey implications have to be worked cut,
Countries in the ECW. Zezion are nct yet fully equipped with the national expertise
to deal with transnationel corporations. There is necd for technical advisory

scrvices and treining programmes for goevernnent officinls,

* Centre on Transnational Corporations (New York ).
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(c) Logislative Authority

E/Rcs/1961 (LIV) operative porosraph 11,

&

(i)  The Situation at the end of 1979

Substonticl infornation would be collected to establish a cenprehensive
infornation systen on the oneration of transnational ¢ rperations in the BCYA
Regions Surveys would be carried out covering the presence of trangnational cor-
porations in the Regicne Forcisn investnent lows, regulations and pelicics,
contracts, and agrecncnts between doricstic enterprises and trarsnational corporations
will *  -xanined, with o view to asscesing trends and identifying, for policy
purposcs, areas of particular concern to the merber countrics. Scme aspects of
transnational corporations in oil, shippingz, banking ond insurance would be covercd,
Infornation, rescarch and technical assistance needs of the countries of the Region
would De ascertaincd,

(ii) The bicnniurn 1980-1931

Once the information systen is established, nore resources will be devoted
to rescarch ard policy analysis. The work will be co-ordinated with the Centre's
activities in a fow scctors, Research will be conducted on various ccononic and
social aspects releting to tronsnational corporations, particularly the balance of
paynents cffeet and enplcynent inpact of transnational corporations will be exanined.
Data will be collected on various aspcets of forcign investnent in the ECUA
countries. Thesc will include stock of forcism copitel and annual inflow of
foreiern investnent; outflow of funds which will include such clerients os dig-—
investnont of capital, repatriation of carnings on forecisn investront and the

other related itons reflected in  the balonce of paynents account.
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Ficld visits will be undertaken in order o collect infornmation,
Intensive discussions will be carricd out with the relcvent authoritics dealing
with, and serving as foeal points for, transnotional corporations operations
in the countries of the hegion. Infornation and expericence will be exchanged
with the rescarch orgsnizations in the Region and with the other regional joint
units on transnational corporctions.

Studies will be prepared covering guidelines and policy recommendntions.
They will cover various aspects of governmentol relations with transnational
corporations, such as transnational corporations and econonic developuent &t o
hacro econonic level, host country objcctives and foreign investient, intcer-—
governaental co-operation, laws and regulations and the nonitoring of their
inplcuentation, tazation, cvaluaticn of benefits and costs of voarious terns
of foreign participations and transfer pricing,

Workshops, scuinars and training prograrmes for governicnt personncl
dealing with transnational corporaticns will be orgonized in collaboration with
the countries of the rcgion and the Centre on transnationnl corporations ained
at strengthening the negotiating capacity cf the host countries,

(1ii) The bienniun 1982-1983

The corporate profiles will be updated, Information cn tronsnational
corporations and comcnts on foreign investnent policies will be provided to the
countries of the Region, tudies on the sclected scetors and sone of the other
projects will continue in the bicnniun 1982-1983, For ecach of thc studies,
research, including dnta collection, processing and analysis, cxtensive country
visits and consultation with transnational corporaticns and policy-nakers will be

planned, Technical advisory services and training prograrice will be orsanized.
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(iv) Activitios in the strotesy that ore considered likely tc be of

narsinel uscfulness and the logisletion reguirin~ thor

Nonc,

(e) Expccted inpact

The activities cnvisaged in the nediun~torn plan are expeeted to lead to
increasing awercness of the issucs on transnational corporctions., Thoy will
provide the governnents of ECWA countries with puidelines for policies with respect
to foreign invostiment and transnational  corporations in the light of thcir
devclopnent strategics and Plans. It is hoped that, through the above activities,
negotiating capacity and bargaining power of the countrics with rospect to
transnational corporations will be strengthened and inproved. Governnent enploycoes

will get wider kmowledsze ond expericnce through training presramies ~nd worksheps,
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