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The Commission, &t itg third session,
adopted g number of resolutiong with Provigiong
calling for action by the sebretariat. This
document depicts, in brief, the necessary follow-up
action(s) taken, dquring the veriod under review,
towards the implementation of these DProvisiong,
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Recolution 23(III): The Euro-irab Dialosue

l.  The Comission, under operative paragraph (2) of the resolution
invited "the Executive Secretary to consult with the Secretary-General
of the League of Arab States on ways and means which could enable the
Comnission to assist in achieving the objectives of the Euro~Arab
Dialogue."

2.  Pursuant to the above provision, the Secretariat of the Commission
carried out intensive consultations with the Secretariats of the League
of Arab States and the Economic Comuission for Europe, (for a detailed

report of the issues discusesed, reference is made to E/ECWA/45/Add.2).
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Resolution 24(III)s Reconstruction snd
Developuent of Lebanon

1. The BExecutive Secretary, working in harmony with the provisions of
Comnission Resolution 24(IIT), took irmediate action, as soon as hostilities
gtopped, in order to "extend all possible assistance for the co~ordination
of efforts made for the reconstruction and development of Lebanon®,

2. In response to the request of the Lebanese Governnment, the Ixecutive
Secretary strengthened ECWA staff in Beirut by noving the Developnent
Planning Division back to Beirut in order to facilitote the rendering of
advisory services officially requested by the Lebanese Governnent within
the framework of the asgistance to Lebancn by the United Wetions systen.

3. The BExecutive Secretery, along with the Chief of DPD, entered into
intensive substantive consultations with the Lebcnese Government, with a
view to extending immediate and urgent assistonce to Lebanon. Upon +the
recuest of the Prine Minister, the Chief of DPD brepared a project docu-
nent (see brief version of the project under E/TCWA/43/Ldd.1) for a United
Jations ter~Disciplinaxy Advisory Tean to Lebanon which is expected to
(a) conduct quick surveys ond position papers for urgent policy decisions
on the Economic and social probleris precccupying the Lebanese authorities;
(b) serve ag the nucleus for the preparetion of Lebanon's comprehensive
Nediun-term plen; and, (c) prepare the ground for gtudies on the long-run
development prospects of Lebanon end the broad options available to it
for growth, under conditions of econonic and social stability., This
request could not be acconodated, so far, due to fincneial and other con-
siderations,

4 Through its staff and regional advisers, and working under the
supervision of the Chief of DPD, ECW.A was also able to asgist in the
establishnent of the Housing Bank and the Heconstruction and Development
Council. In the latter case, & senior staff from ESA at UM Headquariers

&lso joined to extend the necessary advice. Moxreover, ECWA extended
advice on the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Lebanon's railroad
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syaten and is continuing cdvisory services through membership in

- Lebanon's Relief Committee and in the Preparatory Committec related to

the operations of the Housing Bank.

5. Upon the request of the Lebanese Government, BCWA hes already started
& study on a Housing Policy in Lebanon. This study is designed to be
action-oriented and to contribute to the establishment of a long-range
policy for the implementation of low cogt houging in Lebanon,

6. As per the instructions of the Executive Secretary, and operating
within its resource constroints 2nd the requirenents of its programues,

ECWA will continue to give Lebanon priority considerctions.
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Resolution 26(IIT): 4 Promraane of Lction in
Favour of the Leagt Developed Countries of the Region

1. In operative paragraph (1) of the resolution, the Commission urged
"the Executive Secretary to consult with the United Nations Office for
Technical Co-operation and the United Mations Development Progremme with
a view to finding a method of obtairing adequate funds for a reoasoncble
planmning period sc that the United Fations regional project in Public
Finance and Administration may continue its servicesl/ during its second
phase in order to nmeet the requests of Govermments, recipients of the

services of the project”.

2. Pursuant to the above provision, ECWA carried out consultations with
the United Hations Development Programme and the United Nations Office of
Technical Co-operation with a view to obtaining adequate funds from UNDP

to enable the project to continue its services to the three beneficiary
countries, nanely, the Sultanate of Cman, the People's Democratic Republic
of Yemen and the Yemen Arab Republic, Discussions with UNDP on this matter
’ did not produce the desired results. UFDP (i.e. the Burezu for Europe,
lMediterranean and the Middle East) inforwed ECW. that beccuse of their
current financial difficulties and the fact that Iublic Finance and
Adminigtration is not a priority area in the regional programies for the
1977-1981 cycle, they will not be able to assist this project.  On the
other hand, the United Wations (OTC) was agreesble to maiatain its emmal
assistance of US§ 200,000 from the Regular Budget for 1977 without any
proumise for the years to come. The assistance from the United Hations is
appreciated, but it does not offer & firm prospect for continuity. The
matter is, therefore, referred to the Member States of ECWA for appropriate

action.

;/ For a brief report on the activities of the project during the period
under review, see B/ECW.A/45, pages 5-8.
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Resolution 27(III): General Study of the Beonanic
and Social Situation and Potential of thre Palestinian firab People

1. Under operative paragraph (2) of the resolution, the Comaission
requested "the Executive Secretary to make arrangements to carxy out a
conprehensive study of the economic and social situation and potential of
the entire Palsstinian lrab People in accordance with the broad outline”
in ECW.i's report on the subject (document E/BCWA/32/Ldd.1),

2. Upon the re 1ccat;on of BOWA in lAmman, e Task Force was formed of
ropregentatives of the Office of the Exccutive Secretary and the various
divisions/units directly concerned to observe the implémentation of ECWA
resolution 27(III), and prepare progress reports thereon. Inasmch as

circunmstances permitted the Task Force maintained regular contacts with

the representative of PLO on the matter.

3. The first major step in the work of the Tagk Force was the recruit-
ment of the Consultént/Study Diiector_who would prepare the appropriate
nethodology and epproach to the study, direct and supervise its imple~
mentation. The qualifications of such a consultant were of crucial
impoitance in order to ensure the objectivity of the study and guarantee
that it should be as conprehensive as possible. A nunber of highly quali-
fied lnd¢v1duals V@“& selectbd in con°ultat1nn with the representatlve of
the Palestlne Ilberatlon Organl 1t_on, and letters were addressed to them

to flnd out thelr avawlabllltj.

4o  Hames ﬂf candidates for the two posts of senior resegrchers and two
research assistants were also collected and studied. [Lppropriste steps
have been taken for their recruitment.. Job description for all the posts

nentioned abhove were prepared.
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Resolution 28(IIT): Cengus of Palsstine /rab People

1. The Cormission, under operative paragraph {1) of the resolution
urged "the United Nations Fund for Population Lctivities to furnish the
material support necessary for beginning implementation of this project
before the end of 1976, and under operative paragraph (2) called "upon

the Executive Sccretary %o take all necessary steps, in cloze co-cperation
with the Palestine Liberation Organization, for beginning the population
census operations as scon as posaible after the meeting of the Preparatory

Counittee to be held in 1976",

2. Pursuant to the above, contocts were made with the representatives of
PLO and UlFPL to underteke the "Censug of the Palestine Arab Feople®,

An amount of US% 10,000 was alloted by UHFPA to hold a prepersiory meeting
in 1976. UWFPL hag besn contacted to authcrize expenditure of this amount
in 1977, a proposal to which they have already agreed in principle,

2. L1l 2dministretive and technical arrangements have been underieken
to hold this meeting early in May 1977, subiject to receint of UNFEL
avthorization in time, 4 list of experts has been prepared including
PO representatives., This meeting will discuss mainly the guestiona of
"Definition" and "fethods of data collection." L4 dvaft study on the
above guestions has been prepared by ECVWA and the final draft will ve a

working paper for the meeting.
4. 4s ogreed by UITFP), a project docuuent will be prepared after the
meeting which will be the basgis for discussion with them on the financing

required for undertaking the field work and related natters.
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Resolution 31(III): Co-operation with Resional Institutions

1., The Commisgion, under operative paragraph (1) of the resolution, called

"upon the Secretariat of the Commission to defin

e the modes and Princinles
of the proposed co~oxdination and co-operation with regional institutions,

to nake arrangements for co-ordinati

ion and co-operation with then in con~
sultation with these institutions and to undertake to notify the Cormission

at its next meeting of the steps taken in thig comnexion". Under operative
paragraph (2), it called "upon the secreteriat of the Commission to nake
arrangenents for co~ordination and co-operation with regional institutiong
in the form of agreenents where these institutions so request”,

2 Pursuant to the above Provisions,
undertook the following:

3+ L memorandum of Understanding on Relations and Co~operation between
the Industrial Development Centre for Arab States (IDCAS) and ECWA was
concluded and signed in October 1976. Tt meinly provides for consultations
between the two secretariats with a view to identifyin
of co-operation eng eo~ordination on a cage by case

the secretariat of the Comrigsion

8 areas anéd nodalities
basis within the frame-

work of their work Progrannes and in other particular cases. It also calls

for consultations on the nosgt advantageous ways to pronote the co~ordination
of the industrialization efforts of the countries serviced by them both,

Moreover, the two organizations shall exchange data, studies and reports

and invite each other to conferences, meetings, Seminars, ete. of mutual

interest. Discussions were held at the Headguarters of IDCAS covering the
brogress in the implementation of the joint project on the
industry in the irab countries,
also discussed,

fertilizer
Otker subjects of rmutual concern wera

4. An Lgreenent for Co~operation between the Arab Labour Orgenization

(ALO) and ECWA was signed in April 1977, It nainly establishes the general

framework for co-operation between the two organizations and co-ordination
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of their respective activities. Teking into consideration their respective
terns of reference and work progranmes, the two organizations will under-
take contimuous consultations in matters of mutuel concern and eacourage

the exchange of data and docuuentation as well as co-ordinate joint projects
and activities. Specific agreements covering their joint activities will
be concluded on a case by case basis. AJrrangements have already been nade
to attend conferences and meetings held under the auspices of both

organizations.

Se Notwithstanding the delay in concluding the formal agreenent for
co-operation between the Council of Arab Econowic Unity (CAEU) and ECW:,

due meinly to the difficult circunstances through which ECWA had to pass
last ycar, practical steps have been taken in that direction., On the basis
of exchange of their work progrannes, proposals for co-operation in concrete
projects have been made by the CAEU which 2re still under consideration by
ECWA. Other concrete proposals for co-operation in the field of transport

and cormunications are 2lso being considered.

6. Purgaant to the 1975 Joint Statenent on co~operation between the Arab
League and ECWA, a delegation from the League held discussions with ECWL
foioials on ways.and means to give offect to the arcas of possible
collaboration as contained in the Statement. A nunber of concrete proposals
for joint undertekings emerged. The League, in vparticular, sought ECWL's
colleboration in the presentation of an ireb strotegy in the field of
transport and the establishment of an Arab money end capitel market.
Agreenent in principle has been civen for ECWA's collaboration and details

are expected to be worked out in due course.

7. L number of meetings were held between LCW. and the Jixcb Fund for
Teonomic and Socizl Development to discuss the progress of execution of
the three projects partly financed by the Funds namely, (1) the Docunmen~
tation Centre, (2) the Annual Stetisticel ibstrect of the Arab World, and
(3) the Brain Drain, TFor further details, reference is made to B/BCWLA/45
end B/ECUA/45/4dd.1 & 2.
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8, In this connexion, thie positive outéone of the visit o the Head-
quarters of the Feoncthic Cormisaion for ifrica (BC.L) at Addis Mbaba by
the ECWA Executive Sécretary wag brought to the attention of the Funds,
Agreenent has been reached by the two Executive Secretaries to cellabornte
in the implenentation of these three prbjects by extending their coverage
to the eight irad countries in Africa. FPracticel steps have been talen

in that direction and fruitful results are expected soon.

9. Poesibilities for execution of other joint projects with ECA wore
agreed upon and details will be worked out by the competent divisions of

the two secretariats for initicting inplementation.

10, Co-éperative efforts are expected %o be strengthened in 1977 between
ECWA and the Organization of Arab Petroleun Exporting Countries (OAPEC),
nainly in the collection, processing and dissenination of energy

statistics,

11. Contacts have been establighed between ECWA and the secretariats of
the Lrab League Educationzl Cultural and Scientifio Organization (ALECSO),
Arab Organizotion for Agrieulturs Development (40.D), and *he drab ’

Orgenizetion for iduinistrative Sciences (40i8), with a view o concluding

verking arrengeizents for co-operaticn.

v




