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1. The Beonomic Commission for Western fsia prepared, at the request of
the Jordanian Government, a report on the Buro-irab cha.logue.—/ This
report was-submitted to the Commission at its Third Session held in Doha,
Gatar, from 10 to 15 May 1976. After considering the report, the
Commission took a resolution inviting "the Executive Secretary to consult
with the Secretary General of the League of Arab States on ways and neans
which could enable the Cormission to assist in achieving the objectives
of the Puro-irsb dialogue. “"2‘/

2. The .xecutive ‘ecretary took the nécessa.ry action to implement the
above-mentioned liésolutio‘xi; ! meﬁ with the secretary--General of the
Aab league, on 27 Iay 1976s and exohénged views on ways and means of
co—operation between the two organizations in natters related to the
Dialogue. A follow-up meeting was held between the Secretary of the
Commission and the Adviser to the Arab League on the Dialogue. In this
neeting, it was agreed that ECWA will comrmmicate to LAS areas where ECWA
can provide assistance in the context of the Dialogue.

3. 4n LCWA staff member visited the Secretariat of the Arab League, from
7 to 14 September 1976, to discuss with the officials concerned specific
areas of interest in the context of the Buro~Arab Dialogue where ECWA can
be of assistance. In his discussions with the foicia.ls of the Arab League,
he pointed'oﬁt_ the following arcas where ECWA can assist the Lrab party to
the I)ialogueé

- to assist in the undertaking of studies in the field of industry

| aining at pinpointing demand, production capacity, possibilities
for regional co-operation and identification of major investnent
projects in industry; '

1/ B/1CWA/35/4dd.1

2/ ECWL resolution 23(III).
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- to identify rogional infraatructu.ra.l projects, perticularly in
'trensport and comum.cations; o

- to aeeiet in the fonmla.tz.on and. eve.lua.t:.on of agricultural
projectq subnitted by the Arab. party to the Dialogue and in
other studi,ee in the area of agriculture and water;

- to subnit pioposals on najor regional investnent projects for
financing;

= to provide sthtistical infomation od trade betwoen the Arab
comtries and the Buropean Beononic Cormmmity (EC) and other
infornation on the trads, bilateral and multilateral
arrengenents applied by BEC; - =

- to participate in the study of proposed pro;)ecte in the areas

of ec:.entiﬁc and technologca.l co-oggra.tion, particularly

the proposed regional centres and institutes;

- to study iseuee related to labour and social developnent and
the improvenent of Arab workers conditions in Eu.mpe, and,

- to provide data and other required information on the
econonies of the Ara.b__ countries,

4e It was also pointed out that co-operation between the Are,b Lea.gue and
ECWA in the context of ‘the Buro-=Arab -Dialogue ‘can take the followinb fomss

-~ direct contact between the Arab league and 13CWA when the fomer
: needs particular infomation or assistance in the areas nentioned
under paragraph 4, above;
- use by' the Arad League of"a.dvisoxw services of expertise at
y particularly the regional advisers, for ehort—tem
niesione,

-~ ECWA's participation in neetings of specialized comitiees
and working groups of the Arab party; and,

- dCWi's participation in the neetings of the Arab party to the
Dialogue.
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5« The Lrab League officials Tesponded
They bointed out that a Muro—irab Dialo
Secretariat of the Arab League and the
been allodcated to ena.bleAth‘e” Unit ca
technical comnitteces have‘ been forne

favourably to Zowars initiative. .
gue Unit has been established in the
necessary financial:-resources have
z.'ry.‘out its responsibilities. Seven

& to deal with specialized aveas of the
Dialogue, ' The ‘chaiman of each comittee is responsible ‘
of an Arab position in the
trade, etec. '

ponsible for the formmlation
Dialogue in one area, such s industrialization,

pecific arcas where ICWi's assistence
Buro-Lrab Dialogue, they requested
nanely,: trade,. trensfer of technology and

6.  The 4rab League offj._c_i_z;._ls .p,ropc‘?sed 8
will be sought, In fthe context of the
ECWA's assistance in three areas;
transport. . }
The irab League officials expressed inte:

rest to co-operate with DOV in
the following natters of concera to ihe Lrab ILeagues

= participation in the fo

nmlation of a stregegy of Arab economic
_,developne.nti 4 — . N ,

= sending " an expert for a short period to study the feasibility »
of establishing a joint hrab stock exchengo; and,

~ advising on the operations of the irab Fund for Technical
dssistance to Lrab ang african Cotniries, particularly in
Trecruiting experts and in undertaking technical assistance
nissions.

Te in BCVA staff nenber viasited Geneva to exchan

2e views with the Zcononiec
Cornission for Burope (&CH

) and the United Hations Conference on Trade and

Developnent (UNCTLD) on ways and neans of providing the required assistance

in the areas of trade, transfer of technology and transport.

8§ report on the Buro-Arab Dialosue (B/BCHA/35/4d0.1) was subritted

ration Syupcsiun, held in Montreux
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(Swi‘bzerland) during the period 25-27 October 1976. 7 An BCWA staff nenber
perticipated in this Symposiun and ook note of ideas relating to the
Buro~irab Dialogue such as finance, induétrialization, transfer of
technology; joint ventures and developnent in gencral.

9. Dr. A. Zalzala, Assistant Secretary~General for Icononic Affairs of

the Arab League, visited HCWA on 3 January 1977 and discussed further areas
of co~operation between the two organizations. He stated his interest in

two specific projects and sought ECWA's collaboration in their implementation.
The first deals with the prescntation of an Arab stxategy in the area of
transport while the second deals with the establishnent of an Arab noney

and capital narket. It was agreed that the Areb League nceting of transpcrt
and corrmmications experts will be co-gponsored by ICWA and held in

Jecenber 1977. This neeting will formulate a draft of the transport strategy.

10. It nay be indicated that ECWA's Programe of Work, 1978-1979, contains
a good nunber of projects of dirzet relevance to the arcas of co~operation
which have been identified between the Arsd League and BCWA. In addition,
ZOWA will consider giving special enphasis to undextoking the work needed
to neet the specific requests of thé Lrab Leaguec.




