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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST SESSION

A. Backsrnund

N
1. The Standing Committee frp the Programme was established in May 1982

in accordance with paragraph 4 of ECWA resolution 114(IX) which was endorsed
by the Economic'and Social Council in its resolution 1982/64 on ?Establishment
of a Standing'Committee for the Programme of the Economic Commission for
‘Western Asia.n By resolution 1982/64 the Standing Committee for the Programme,
composed of all members of the Commission, as the main subsidiary organ of

" the Commission to assist it in the execution of its responsibilities for
'prograﬁme review, planning, programming, evaluation and co-ordination in the
context of the medium-term plan for the period 1984~1989, The 1984—1989
medium-term plan was reviewed in May 1982 by the gg_ﬁgg Intergovernmental
Expert Committee on the Medium-term Plan for the pericd 1984~1989, which
assisted the Secretariat in the determination ~f the relative priority of the
subprogrammes within its sixteen major programmes.

2. The Standing Committee f-r the Programme held jts first session in
Baghdad from 7 to 10 May 1983 in order to review both the WOork programme and
priorities for the budget period 1984-1985 and the necessary procedures

proposed by the secretariat for carrying out its activities (see pParagraphs

10-40),
B. Election of officers, adoption of the
agenda and organization of work
3. After a brief Statement by Mr. Ismail A. Al-Delaimy, the Chairman of

the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert Committee on the Medium-term Plan for
the period 1984-1989, and a welcome message by the Executive Secretary of
ECWA, the Standing Committee adopted item 2 of the provisional agenda and

elected the following officers:
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Chairman: Mr. Ismail A. Al-Delaimy,‘Under-Secretary of State,
Ministry of Planning, Iraq. -
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Fayek Al Abdul Karim, Commercial Attache,
Ministry of Trade, Saudi Arabia. <
Rapporteurs Mrs. Nabila Brair, representative of the.
' Palestine Liberation Organization.
4. At its first meeting, the Standing Comuittee adopted the following.

agenda‘

as contained in E/ECWA/CP/1/Rev.1 and E/ECWA/CP/T/Add.1/Re§,]:

1. Opening of the meeting
2. . Election of officers
3. Adoption of the agenda

4. Organization of work

5. General aspects nf the programme budget 1984-1985:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(f)

Resource 2vailability during the biennium 1984-1985;
Programme priorities during the biennium 1984-1985;
Design of the programme 1984-1985;

Co-ordination during the biennium 1984.-1985 of the
Commission's activities with those »f other programmes
of the United Nations;

Co-ordination during the biennium 1984-1985 of the
Commission’s activities with those of programmes of
regional corganizations;

Development of evaluation’procedures.

6. Review of the programme budget 1984-1985 on a sector-by-sector basis

7. Other business

8. Adoption of the report of the Committee
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5. The Committee then adopte! dccument E/ECWA/CP/2/Rev.1 or the organization

of its work.
C. Attendance

6. Representatives of the following members of the Eccnomic Commission for

Western Asia attended the Standing Committecs N

Bahrain
Democratic Yemen
Egypt

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait -

Oman

Palestine Liberaticn Organization
Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Yemen Arab Republic

7. Representatives of the following States Members of the United Nations not
members of ECWA,. attendéd the Standing Committee in the capacity of advisors.

Algeria
Czechoslovakia

France

Germany, Faederal Republic >f
Hungary
India
Morocco
“Netherlands
Philippines
Tunisia
Turkey

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

# For the names of the participants in the Committee reference is made
to document E/ECWA/CP.1/INF.3/Rav.2.
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8. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies and Specializeqd
agencies attended the Standing Committee as cbservers: FAQ, IBRD, ILo, IMF,
ITy, International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/GATT), UNCTAD, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO,
UNHCR, UNHQ, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, |

9. The following regional and 80vernmental ang non-governmentay organizations
attendgd the Standing Committee:

' "Arab Centre fop Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands, AFEI, Arap Economic
and Social Development Fund, AFFI, Arab Federatiop of Shipping, AIDO, Asab

- Institute for Training and Statistica] Studies, AMF, AOAD, AOAS, AUFP, IFED,

League of Arab States,
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II. DELIBERATIONS OF THE..STANDING COMMITTEE

A. Account of proceedings

N,

10. Thé'Standing Committee considered severél background documents,
E/ECWA/CP/3/Rev.1 through E/ECWA/CP/B/Rev.1, under agenda item 5 of the
provisional agenda, "Genebgl aspects of the programme budget 1984-1985% ip
which a number of procedures were proposed by the ECwa Secretariat for the
pufpose of improving programme co-ordination and resource management in
‘the secretariat.

11. The Chairman of the Standing Committee for the Programme thanked the

- Committee members for his election as Chairman of the Committee. He said

that, in the light of the experience gained during the meeting of thq_ﬂg Egg
Intergovernmental Expert Committee in May 1982 which set programme priorities
for the region, it was now time to seek the Co-operation of the regional and
United Nations organizations in co-ordinating their activities with those of
ECWA for better results. He felt confident that within that framework the
Standing Committee would be able to carry out its important tasks effectively

in order to assist the countries of the ECWA region in their development efforts

at the regional and national levels.

12. Under that agenda item, the Secretariat drew attention to the problem

of the Zero-growth rate in the United Nations which had affected practically
all United Nations organizations. He said that in order to optimize available
resources and mobilize additional cnes through increased operational activities
and joint programming, the best means available would be more programme

Co~ordination and integration.
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13. The representative of Saudi Arabia proposed that becanse of the
importance of the matter and becamse dncuments had not been available on
time, itlwas advisable to postpone the meeting for the following day.

The Egyptian representative wished the meeting to contdnue discusgion as
schedﬁled. Appreciating the concern of the Saudi delegate, the Executive
Secretary of ECWA brought to the attenticn of the distinguished delegntes
that documents pertalnlng to the Standlng Comm1ttee, which was origlnally
scheduled for 22-24 February 1983, were dlstrlbuted in early Jdnuﬂry 1983.

14, The Egyptian delegﬁte thanked ECWA for its efforts to submit valuable
documents on various aspects of programme planning and co-ordination. He then
touched.upon.the importance of food and agriculture and the petfoleum refining
and petro-chemicai industries in the ECHA‘region which had beenlgiven top
prlorlty dnrlng ECWA'S ninth session. He partlcularly called attention to
rural development, In his view, solar energy which was not deoletable and
which was plentifﬁl in the ECUA region could be beneficially utilized for the
welfare of rural peoples in the ECWA region.

15. The representative cf Iraq called attentiocn to paragraph 5 of
E/ECWA/CP/3/Rev.1 ahd stressed the significance of energy and food security
programmes as priority areas. The representative of AIDO, in support of the
Egyptian delegation, referred to the expert meeting which was held in Jeddah
(Snudi Arabia) on petrochemical industries and to the contribution made by the
ECHA secretariat to its deliberations, which emphasized the importance of the
development of petrochemical industries in the Arab World until the year 2000.
He stated that AIDO with the co-operation of Dar al Saudi for Consultancies

had made several studies aimed at promoting economic co-operation among ECWA

countries.
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16. One reépresentative referpred to several proposed programme elements in
ECWA's 1984-1985 work programme, namely development of selected industrial
branches such as the petrochemical industry, and the possibility for
Co~-ordinating Such activities with bhose of the Arab Federation 8? Engineering
Industries.’-Sihilar co—ordihation; in his view, was possible between ECHA

and regional organizations in the a&rea of scientific and technological |
capabilities and the transfer of technology;

17. The representative of Qatapr said that the Economic Commission for _
Western Asia had an important'role to play in the co—ordinationvof'regiénal
activities considered essentia}l for achleving the desired Oobjectives. He
referred to regibnal Co-ardination in the petrochemical and éhemical fertilizers
industry whichcealled for co~-ordination with regional organizations such as

the Arab League and its Specialized aéencies; Such co-ordination activity, in
his view, would greatly save time and money and there should be more effort

to make such co-ordination activity continuous at every stage.

18. The representative of the United Nations World Health Organization'(WHO)
felt that ¢o-ordination would achieve better results when organizations
exchanged documents such as the programme budget and held meetings. However,
he stressed that formal ang informal visits would produce even better results,
Particularly in the areas of the use of water resources andg the environmental

and sanitatjon problems with Wwhich ECWA was also concerned.

19. The representative of tpe Arab Fund for Development said that regional
programmes should be analysed in depth, and the brecise role of each concerned
organizationbshould be defined, which, in hep view, would naturally lead to
better co-ordination. |

20. UNESCO's representative drew attention to the fact that ideas put forward

in the Executive Secretary's notes were clear and of concern to most organizations,
including UNESCO. After referring to areas of co-operation between ECWA and
UNESCO in the past, he identified certain concrete areas for possible joint

Co-operation with ECwa in the future, namely science and technology, Statistics,
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agriculture and social development.

He particularly emphasized that within

the limits of the available means and resources it was possible to establish

complementarity among programmes through co-ordinative efforts.

Appreciating

the new proposals for joint activities by the representative of UNESOQ, the

Zxecutive Secretary of ECWA attached great importance to previous efforts

between the two organizations referring particularly to the Paris seminar in

1987 on science and technology and

"1eld visists in co-operatinn with

the agreement between them in 1977 to have

the Arab League.

2%, UNIDO!s suggestion for an informal meeting with the representatives of
Arab regional organizations and United Nations Organizations attending the

Standing Committee was considered by the Chairman to be not feasible because

of the itight schedule.

e . The Arab Federation for Food

.

Industries proposed that ECWA should call

o 2 Workshon to co-ordinate the activities of regional organizations in such

% way <¢ that the essential priority areas such as fond supply, and agricultural

indusiries and engineering were incorporated in their work programmes and plans.
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B. Programmes

24, Under item 6 of the provisional agenda, "Review of the programme buriget
_1984-1985,09 a sector-by-sector basis" there were sixteen working papers
(E/ECWA/CP/&.P.!/Rev.1 through E/ECWA/CP/W.P.16/Rev.1) before the Committee,
in which ﬁCWA's activities during the period 1984-1985 were formulated at the
programme~element level. Heads of the divisions of ECWA introduced their
'programmes for review and discussion.

25. The Saudi reprosenratlve said that programme dccuments had been reviewed
and that the implementation of the programmes contained in them was important.
He referred to the problems fac1ng the private sector such as the depression

in the land transport business, ::¢ to the importance of transport, partlculalry
land transport. He requested that ECWA should pay some attention t5 those
problems'in the future. The representative »f the International ’
Telecommunication Union focused attention on the impact of telecommunications

on development in the region and the use of the Arabic language in the transfer

of communication technology and in its modern equipment. He referred to the
introduction of modern technology, such as computer software and digitization

and said that it would contribute to the development of regional and United Nations
organizations. He observed that ECWA had not included telecommunications in

its work programmes =2lthough 1982 was the year of internatinnal telecommunications.
In this connection he drew attention to the ARABTEL project designed for the
development of telecommunications networks in the Arab World and Mediterranean

region.

26. The Egyptian delegate questinned the wisdom of putting s» much emphasis
in the ECWA subprogramme on trade with socialisf countries and suggested the
expansion and diversificatiog of trade with other advanced countries. He .
expressad the view that as regards resource allocaﬁion, it would be advisable
for ECWA to reformulate the subprogramme in the lijght of the recommendations

of the Caracas Meeting. He nlso suggested that the ECWA secretariat should

call for holding systematic workshops in each specialized field and invite experts
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B. Programmes

24, Under item 6 of‘the provisional agenda, "Review of the programme budget
‘1984~1985,og a sector-by-sector basis" there were sixteen working papers
(E/ECWA/CP/V.P.?/Rev.I through E/ECWA/CP/W.P.16/Rev.1) before the Committee,
in which ECWA'; activities during the period 1984--1985 were formulated at the
, programmenelement level. Heads of the divisions of ECWA introduced their
‘programmes for reéview and discussion.

i

5. \}he Saudi representative said that programme deocuments had been reviewed
and that the implementation of the programmes contained in them was important,
He referred to the problems facing the private sector such as the depression

in the land tfanSport business, ::¢ to the importance of traﬁsport,.parﬁiculalry
land transport. He requested that ECWA should pay some attention t» thosé ;
problems in the future. The representative nf the International - - ’
Telecommunication Union focused attention on the impact of telecommunications

on development in the region and the use of the Arabic language in the transfer
of communication technology and in its modern equipment. He referred to the

introduction of modern technolngy, such as computer software and digitization

and said that it would contribute to the development of regional and United Nations

organizations. He observed that ECWA had nnt included telecommunications in

its work programmes although 1982 was the year of internatinnal telecommunications.

In this connection he drew attention to the ARABTEL project designed for the
development of telecommunications networks in the Arab World and Mediterranean

region.

26. The Egyptian delegate questinned the wisdom of putting so much emphasis
in the ECWA subprogramme on trade with socialist.countries and suggested the
expansion and diversificatioq of trade with other advanced countries. He
expressed the view that a8 regards resource allocafion, it would be advisable
for ECWA to reformulate the subprogramme in the light of the recbmmendations
of the Caracas Meeting. He alsn Suggested that the ECWA secretariat should
call for holding systematic wnrkshnps in each_specialized field and invite experts




