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1. ©On the nceasina of the tenth session of the f.xaission, wvhich is alse
the first anmual neetine held st the Cowissin's verrznent »sremices, the
secretariat eonsiders it onnortune to reflect briefly om its role in the

nrocess of regicn-wide co-operation curing the past an? the comning ten years,

2. During the nast (ecale of its existence the Teononie Coiziission for
Western Asia toc: the first stens towarde its ultinate nbjective of
beconing a centre for region-wide econonic co-oneration within the
frewework of the United U'ations systeu. It has orovided ECYA Governments

-

with a systenatic, institutionalized opnortunity to wors together and to see®

nrzctical solutions to common nroblens of & technical, cconcnic an? social

nature.

3. The secretariat consilers that it has 2chieved -wdest rrogress in its
efforts towards: wrcoting & reaicnal verspective of develonent an? a close
relationship with the other developing regions and the internatinnal coirmnity;
deeping awareness - through its various research stulies, publications and
technicnl rieetings - of the major econoiic and social challenges facing

the reqion; assistir~ researchers Ly ~aing available to then a wealth of
guantitative and qualitative information vhich woul?l have otherwica been
beyon? their reach; involving the countries in the region in varicus
internaticnal nerptiation efforts; and helping to nut across to the international
comrunity the repgion's conception of the oroble:r of concern to it apd to the
develowing countries.

4. ilow at the beginninz of the newut ten years the secretariat comsiders it
appropriate to subrit to the renber States for Aiseussion anl review sone

sf the main factors which are exnectes to enhance the Coreiission’s role as

2 region-viie instrument for co-operation and intesration, in line with Ceneral

Assénbly resolution 22/197 on the restructuring of the ccononic and socicl

sectors of the United iations system.




5 These 1ain factors concera: {a) issues “eternining =nt facilitoting the
functioning of the Comrciscion’s sec‘et:ri:t; {3) the Functimming of the

Couxzission's noligy-formulating stxueture and the secretoriat's related
nethos of wor® an’ wractices; (¢} the involverent of fovern eris in the
sotivicies of tue Corviszion and {¢) the co-ozeration hetween the Corission

2 other inter-qovernnental bolies werting at the rezional lzvel,

Functionin~s i the secratariat

Co-masition «f the seecratariat

6. The secretarict, nlaced at the disnosal of the Cormission Dy the

Q)

Unite? iations, wredares for and services the weetinss of the Corriission and
its subsidiary boies; carries out research on eccnoic nroblens ef the HCYA
recions wresares ctulies 2nd reports reguestod by the Covwigsiong nainteing

contaets with ICYA Zovermaents; coatributes as recuirel to the studies aon

smerational work undertaken by the mitel stions ca 2 worli-wi‘e scale:

co-onerates with the secretariats of other regional corrissions, as well as

with the secretariats of inter-govermantal orcanizations an? ron-covermaental

organizations on probiens relating to the Cor:sission's »rogra e of work.

7. Article YI of the Cormission's terns of reference sn»eci

“tha Secretary-Zecnernl of the Tnited “ztions shall awmoint the staff »f the
Cowrission, which shall fori: mert of the Secretoriat of the fniten “iations"
Armointuent of staff is consaquently govermed by the rules and »rocedures lail
down by the ‘Initet ations Secretarist in line with vertinent resnlutions of
the Zemeral Assenbly, Thus, recruitnent of TCTA gecretorist staff is hased oo

the wrinciple of equitable geosraniical listribatiowl, To cchieve this
e

objective, the Sencral Asserbly ias established a syste- of desirzhle ranges
for Lember States ag a sulde=line for the éeograyhiczl cistribution for a
crour of staff in Yposts subject to cecsranhical distribviicni. nst of the

nosts of the EC7A secretariat f£211 +7ithin this catero

r
of erber Stotes in osts subject to gzosranhieal distribution is cssesse? in




relationshiz ©s the Jesirshle ronges ealoulsted for each State at thair mid-points.

On thig basis, each rember fiat: Zails in one of the following categoriess

2 ]

unrenresanted; under-renregsented ﬂ"ﬁﬁﬂtelj roaresenteld or over-rewregaented,

1,

3. The ravresentaticn in the sacretsriat of RCWA oibs z§ ot
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2 June 1202 a8 f£2llous:

Tmre-resanted: Zahra
Tnwail t
Qatar

Deoeratic Yecen
Zoon

Sandi Arabia
Tnited Ara*

Yawen

nder~renresente’s

-.irates

Over-renresented: Equnt
fraa
Jordan
Le“ﬁncn
yrian Aroh Remmblic

¢« The cbove victare, counlaed with unsuccessful efforts to reernit aationals fron
mn~-and-ur ior- recresented natiors. has decore a serions chgtacle to annointine
staff for the HCTA secretarinst, The geornrashicel distribntieon requirerent is hence
tho iain contributine factor tn the nresent high vacancey rate within the RCUA
secretariat. As of I &nril 1272 thig rate was 35 nmer cent for authorize' resular

Ar? Aviealanioan®tamy —na
ann 2HCYaUagelary Vg'uSt

for the yzar 1072,

(]

186, The sacretariat cormsilers that this situsationg which affects considerakly
£

the irpleventation of the wor™ aroscrame 2s well as the ~dinistrative suvnort

recuire for the onerations of the Coiiddssion, worrants the attention of nenber

v,

States. The gzcretariat believes that termorary solutions eould he found until th

-

ceorra~hical distribution retuiraents con

",

e frlly et by briazing a2ll qertaer

States within the Jdesirsle ran-e,
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11, In line with 1ICPA"s terns of reference and pursuant to the rrosrarnes of

c
wor'. s:lonted Dy the Coimission, the secretariat carries out research on the

«“n

econoniic an’ social cituation and arohlens in the BCTA recion and undartates stndie

k 3
h] F

end investinmations which are recuirel for the irmleentation »f the Coimission's

operationel Iaghz. In carrring ont its resnonsitility in this resard, the
0

2

secretariat relies heavily on field infSurnntinn =rovided by Sovern.ents
t

Ctates an’ iastitutions in the resion turough either Jirect £icld rissions or

i 3
questionneires, Cbviously, the secretarizt will nee? the raxiru co-nmeration of

aember Stntes for cormletina of assirnad tashz nendated to te undertaen by the

secreteriat Ly the szie Sovermaent, Difficulties Zaced in access to country and

regional Jata (cuzntitative and aualitative) have in the »ast impeded the

]

secretarizt's comnletion of work Hrosraties,

.

12, The sccretarist 1s alsc of the o~inion that at both the adui

sistrative and
80

the orgapnizational lewel, the co~oneration of erber [tates coul’

1y

be intensifiad so thoh the lirited resources available to the secretariat can be

s vevhat,

uged more effectively, In this compecticn, nerler States :ar wish ko

conzider anpointine ranresertztives, ~refernbly at the anhassadorial lavel, as
seraanent reoregentatives to the Coriission. The secretariat is of the o~inion
that the sysien of rericnent rerresentatives which is nlooted in other resionnl

coumiseions would focilitate the functioning ~F tia Corricsioa. T usull further

facilitate the worl of the Ctanting Cowrittes estal:lishe! wnder resnlution 114417).
The secretarint will be setively mursuins the ivmle entatina of this resolution,
o N W H
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Tnlicy-2ing ctructure! subs gsidizry or~ans

.c Corriission

12, Durips the zast decade the nethods of worl us2d in

145

ﬂ’

Le Tesnou

for "lnstern Asiz centred arsund the one-level ~rooraice foro nlating cvsten anchorec

in the apntzl sesgions of the Cormission, which reviewed and adonted the

LR

rrosrames of vorl rodosel by the sceretariat., Tlowewver, with the establishnent

fom-igsion’s nmain subgidiary

v
5]

of the ftondine Corriittee for the Trooramme 2s th

orcan, an’ waich is —:eeting concurrently with thiec eeting, a2 two -level systen
0f “ecisicn=ral-ins 2nd rrosrarme nolicy-forrulatioa has been introduced, This

pew systen: will now orevide for iwch greater in-testh reviewr of BEMA's work

arograimes ond increasad inolzeent of ECY. mermber States in the worl: of the

. Tt is envisamel that this two-level nanagement machinery will de
intexsively dewvalozes during the second dacade as 2 result of the -morl of the

Staniing Commiittee for the Programe and its recormenations to the annuzal session
of the Coir-ission and the nolicy suidznce and svecific instructiong vhich will
erarncte fro: these sescinns.

15. The further institutional develomuent of the Jormission's policy emd

-

srosrarzie nenazenent nachimery will constitute a grent challenne to its erber

™

States and will be 2 prinary faoctor in develonient of the TCVA region vithin the

conftert of the Tnites Tations system. The develowient of the ~olicy-naling

structure 2y constitnte 2 burden oun uienber Ctatec ir both hunan and financial
sources ’in terns of ~articivation in inter-governmental neetings) but this

will larsely be offset "y the emjected benefits at th: regional, subreqional,

interecountry oul national levels in terns of ~oliecy cneordination

o

an exchanaee ond the forwlation of

levelonnent,
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to cstchlish focal moints at the asrosriste ninistries or government
institutions. The taske of these fucel points would comsist of the
preparntion of 2 written renort; or 2 contributi~n on the coumntry’s
xrerience &0 a study, on ercuiry or & questionnaire of the secretariai, or

the formulation of a osition. In this way subsidiacry orscns{s) and

Inter-govervental cetings vill be nrovided with substantive renorts of hiag

O

[
(0]

quality on subjects coverins a wide ranre sf axvartige vhich it world
- o w g -

inrossible for a suall secretariat to sunnly itself,

Co-overation vith resional orsarizations

.
-

D

» The secretariat's close relations and co=oueration with the secratariats
of other regional inter-governmental nraanizations active in the eeonomic

fiel’, have to be further devalsred “uring the next ten vears, The secretariat

ceeliz wractieal and nurposeful co-steration with sueh rezional organizations

[

80 ag not only to avold dunlication of efferts but als~ to join forces with theu
in carryin; out effectivaly worl on orojects of coimon interest to all organizations

RN

concerne’. I this connection, .eber States mav wish to consider issues of
©=-ordination and eo-coeration vith the Co -sission at the sessions of other
wrional inter-covermuental orpanizaticns. The acsition of ne:er States reeds
congequently, to be closely co-ordinated,.

fal Lras)

‘Ce The secretariat ie confident thiat discussion on gore of th- nrnhles

artlines anl solulicis promosed will enbance the effectiveness of the B

15

?
[*1

machinery as an instrusent for recion-wyide zecno—ie co=oneration, The exverience

.

of tihe rast Jecade of auiet, uns-eectacular but nersevering 2ond usefnl wor’ within
LCL rrovides the ECY.L Sovernrents vith a2 selid foundaticn on whiech to builad

weir further eo-oneration within the context of the Taited Mlations systern so

25 to neet the demanlis and onsortunities of the ranaining nart of the century,

(&)




