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Item 3 of the provisional agenda

ilote of the Executive Secretary

The Executive Secretary received the follouwing statement from the head of

the delesation of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

" Sipr:

"I request that you kindly circulate the attached statement as one of the

cdocuments of the seventh session of the Economic Commission for ''estern Asia and

that you talke appropriate action on 1t.

"Lecept, Sir, the assurance of our hishest consideration.

ITohamed Said Lutfi

Head of Delesction,
Arab Renublic of Egynt o

80-3215




Statement of the delegation of the
Arab Republic of Egypt

"Thank you, 1, Chairman:

"Allou me to bezin this statement by congratulating you on your election
as chairman of the seventh session of the Economic Commission for 'lestern Asia,
after your having led us through the meetings of the Commission's aixxh seasion; You
re-election as chairman is an expression of the appreciation of the member States of
the Commission for you personally and for the role of Iraq in the Commieaion's verion
activities, which I hope will prosper on the occasion of the transfer of the
headquarters of the Commission to your beautiful capital, Baghdad;

"Allow me, Mr. Chairman, also to congratulate my colleasues, the heads
of the delegations of Jordan, the Yemen Arab Republic, and Lebanon on their
election as officers of the session. The Egyntian delezation records its deep
appreciation to the people, and Government of Iraq and to their leader and
Presicdent for acting as hosts to the present Cormission session and for generous
hospitality accorded to the delegations, which is worthy of brethren welcoming
their brothers from a country which is as their otm. ‘!le rejoice at the comprehensiw
resurzence and the foundations of progress and prosperity that Iraq is establishinx;
This is a source of pride for us and we congratulate you on it;

"Mr. Chairman:

"Emypt had the honour of becoming a member of the Economic Commission of
Western Asia in 1977 through the support of the member States and on the basis of
a decision taken by the United Mations Economic and Social Council. In the final
analysis, the mebership of Igypt was based on objective principles - geographic,
historic and economic. The insistence of Egypt on joinin:; the Cormission was prompt
first and foremost, by the realization that it shared intrinsically in the future
of the Arab lorld, rcgardless of whether its countries were located in Asia or
Africa, This intrinsic relationship constantly prompts Egypt to seelzr to interact

on a give-and-take basis, with the peoples of the Arab homeland, and to participate
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in its cultural resurgence and economic prosperity. ‘e are all undoubtedly
aware of the fact that the Arab nature of Egypt is a genuine feature inherent
to its character and this cannot be erased by resolutions or affected by
invective. This is an approach from which Egypt remains aloof and to which
it does not respond. It only notes that the time will invetably come when

it is the turn of those who at present consent to listen to others being
reviled to be reviled themselves, because they have accepted invective as a
style and approach to be empnloyed in civilized dialomue within the United
Nations system.,

"The insistence of Egypt on the affirmation of its membership in the
Zeonoric Commission for Western Asia and on the exercise of the perozatives of
membershin emanates from the realization of its people, novernment and leader
that its Arabism is an issue evolving from history, destiny and identity,
and not an issue dependent on decisions, slogans or exercises in one -
upmanship. |

"Mr. Chairman

"Let us not uaste our time in exercises that are of no value to our
work and only bring division and bitterness to our peoples. The serious
duties vhich are the resoonsibility of this esteemed Cormission are worthy
of every effort being devoted to their performance. ‘e are certain that our
brethren here are worthy of the confidence placed in them by the peoples of
the Arab homeland, a confidence which must prompt theim to concentrate
their activities on those things which are beneficial i1 terms of achievement
and development.

"The Esyptian delegation affirms that Egypt adheres tenaciously to its
membershin in the Comaission and will exert every effort to ecxercise its
perogatives of membership. This position is based on the resolucions of
the Economic and Social Council and on our conviction that the Government
of Iraq will respect its commitments under the agreement conclude:! between

Iraq and the United ilations on the relocation of the heacdquarters of the
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Economic Cormission for Uestern isia in Baghdad; Consequently, the
Eoyptian delegation has decided to addres. the followinz protest to the
Chairmen of the current session and to the Executive Secretary, with the

request that the text of this protest be included among the documents of

the present session of the Commission and distributed to all the members.




"The Chairman of the Commission

The Executive Secretary
Economic Comaission for Western Asia

"The delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the seventh session of
the Econowic Commission for Western Asia, being held in Raghdad from
16 to 24 April 1980, objocts to the recoimendation that a reservation be
adorted on decision 49/1979 of the Economic and Social Council, for the

followinz reazons:

"l. Such a reservation renresents an infraction of the terns of reference
the Comuission and conflicts with its snecialized cconoric nature, inasmuch
as it constitutes an interferaice in the pclitical affairs of 2 nmember State.
it 2150 poses a threat to the importance of the Cormission's activities and

to its technical character.

W2. The neiwbership of Bgypt in the Comriissicn is final and well-established,
and is derived from geographical, "istorical, ecomoiic and cultural objzctive
criteria. These criteria have not chansed., ‘lloreover, Egynt -as not violated

2

any of the commitients or principles pertainin: to membership in the Coamission,

"3. It is totally illogical that the effcrts of Egypt to achizve neace
should be used as a pretext for such a reservation, especially at =z time when
these efforts have led to the restoration of Sinal - wvhich falls within the

geogradhical scope of the Comrission - to Egrntian sovercignty.

*;. The Egrptian delegation warns that such an approach, and the setting
¢f such a precedent, could be used zzainst those very :enber States of the
Coixaission which are at present attenpting to obstruct the exercise of the
nrerogatives of meumbershiu by Egynt. The injaction of political issuss is a

two-edged sword that in no way serves the interests of the Commisszion.

*The Egyptian delegation reaquests that the text of Lhis protest be
included as 2n official docuwent of the current session and that it be
circulated to all members. It also requests that ths Secretar’..General of
the United IHations be notified of this nrotest and that we ve duly notified

that this action has been talzen."”
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