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Disability
considerations
during

the COVID-19
outbreak

In March 2020 the World Health Organization
(WHO) declared the outbreak of a novel
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, to be a pandemic,
due to the speed and scale of transmission.

WHO and public health authorities around the
world are taking action to contain the COVID-19
outbreak. Certain populations, such as those with
disability, may be impacted more significantly by
COVID-19. This lmpact can be mitigated if simple
i and p es are taken by key
stakeholders
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Protecting people with World Health
disability during the =¥ Organization

COVID-19 pandemic

iz vital that sweryans folows basc meanres bo proted thensshves ond others from becoming illwith COVID. 19
Har than 100 milkcn peapls with disabiity live in the WHO Easkern Medismansan Region. All servics providsrs
must snzure that they ors meated wih respect ond dignity and without disarimination, and that ey are nat kit
bahind during his challenging Sms.

L J
Peaple with disability should. .
‘ = Avoid crowdsed spaces and tanspert whane poasible.

= Sock sncugh food, medication and cther sssential products for of lsast tee wesks.

= Zhop onkng or by phons whers peasible and ask family, fiends or carsgiemn for halp.
+ Ragulurly daon ond disinfect ozsisive produck such oz whaslchairs, whils canas, stc.
+ Pula phan in floce o sreurs confinuily of cors and sipport

+ Idsntily arganizatians, hetings and psopks you can ozk For asstiskance, # needad.

Caregivers should...

= Tall the parzon you ars aking cars of or their Family ond sesk madical halp sarly if you
havgany CTHID-1% sympioms.

.

IF yeu sispect thatthe persen you nnmhnnmunfhmmo‘lﬂ-lvmnmmmm
medicd mask, wash your hands wghly and sesk

= Maks sure any asistie pmdumummmlnr&dmndllddlllrfnund.

= Kasp a kst of public sarvices and cemmunity crganizations that can help.

» Plan ahsad wih the persan you ars kaking cars cflo snsurs continuity of cors,
including medication and cther supplies, addifond medical cans, psychesesial and
mental hsalth zupport, ond any cther requimmank such o repairing ar replacing
nsistive products.

A

/4

| Govemmants should...

I I l l = Ensura all haahh cors faciliie s arsaccessible, including teating and isalation servicss.
* Makeall prblic heath information occesible 1o pecple with all foms of disabilities.

= Engage pecple wih disakbility and their represamaties in planning he pondenic
Teapanzs.

= Ensurehatfinondd compensaiion schemas cower people with dizobiity, and previde
fAexible wark amangemsnts for them, their familiss and conegivers.

= Ensure confinuity of serces and suppart in cose the number of cvailable coegivers
may be reducsd, nchiding Fost-rack iining apprtunties for e warkfors.

» Provide a hotkng in mullipks Farmats [s.3. tslephons, smal, SMS, sosy knguags opps,
st} for peapks wit disabifity bo sk queskons and raiss concsms,

= Ensure ssrvica providers and carsgiven for people with disabiity hove occsss e
parsanal profecive squipmeant and COVID-19 sating fres of chargs.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Disability-2020-1
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http://www.emro.who.int/entity/violence-injuries-disability/index.html

Y. 1 Sl %
} e d&"ﬁ G e\@\"

Mantaining essential bealth services,
operational guidance for the
COVID9 conmee
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http://www.emro.who.int/noncommunicable-
diseases/publications/rapid-assessment-of-service-
delivery-for-ncds-during-covid-19.html?ver=2 1 Iy

hittpss/ e paho orglendopicsrehabilitation

L LI ,“-‘J’M‘ y‘f@ https://www.paho.org/en/documents/rehabilita
" Al NS tion-considerations-during-covid-19-outbreak

Lo gzl G2 pandYI xSl
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SHARED
RESPONSIBILITY,
GLOBAL
SOLIDARITY:

Responding to
the socio-economic
impacts of COVID-19

March 2020

¢y United
V- ) H
3 Nations
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Policy Brief:
A Disability-Inclusive
Response to COVID-19

MAY 2020

3 United
Nations
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http://www.emro.who.int/violence-injuries-disabilities/violence-infocus/considerations-for-people-with-disability-
during-covid-19.html
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