Populatlon } ﬁ
& Development

International Conference In the Arab l'eglon

on Population and Development

Challenges and prospects 10 years after the 2013 Cairo Declaration
13-14 September 2023, Beirut

List of Biographies

Rola Dashti

Rola Dashti is the Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia. She is a leading Kuwaiti economist and long-time champion
of women’s rights, gender equality and democratic reform. Dashti
served as member of the Supreme Planning Council in Kuwait.
From 2012 to 2014, she was the Minister for Planning and
Development and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs. In
May 2009, she and three others became the first women to be
elected to the Kuwait parliament. Dashti holds a doctorate degree
in population dynamics from Johns Hopkins University.

Natalia Kanem

Natalia Kanen is Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). In a career spanning over three decades,
Dr. Natalia Kanem has dedicated her life to improving the health
and lives of women and children by championing their rights and
choices. She leverages her combined expertise in science, public
health, and philanthropy to advance the reproductive health and
rights of women and girls, and to uphold the human dignity of all.
As United Nations Under-Secretary General and Executive Director
of UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health
agency, Dr. Kanem oversees its life-saving policy, development,
and humanitarian work in over 120 countries, with the aim of
assuring that ‘every pregnancy is intended, every childbirth is safe
and every young person’s potential is fulfilled.

* This document has been reproduced without formal editing.
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Haifa Abu Ghazaleh

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh is the Assistant Secretary General — Head of
Social Sector at the League of Arab States (LAS) since 2018 and
previously headed the Media and Communication Sector from 2013
to 2018. Before becoming the Assistant Secretary-General at the
League, Abu Ghazaleh was appointed as a Special Envoy for the
League of Arab States Secretary-General to the Civil Society, and
as a Jordanian Representative to the Arab Women Organization
(AWO) and a Member of the Executive Committee. While serving at
the Arab Women Organization, Abu Ghazaleh was appointed by His
Majesty King Abdullah Il as a Minister of Tourism and Antiquities in
2011 and a Senator to the Jordanian Upper House of Parliament in
2009. During the period of 2007-2011, Her Majesty Queen Rania Al
Abdullah Il appointed Abu Ghazaleh as a Secretary-General at the
National Council for Family Affairs (NCFA). Abu Ghazaleh
conducted pioneering work for more than 12 years while being the
Regional Director of UN Women (previously known as UNIFEM) -
Arab States Regional Office. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh was nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005 following her nomination
selection for the ‘1000 women for Noble Peace Prize 2005.

Fadoua Bakhadda

Fadoua Bakhadda, a Moroccan social activist, is the Regional
Director of the International Planned Parenthood Federation Arab
World Regional Office. She has dedicated herself to advancing
women’s economic justice and was recognized as a youth social
justice activist. Her PhD research explores the positive link between
women’s economic empowerment and overall well-being. She
worked with OXFAM Morocco and led an economic social justice
program with international stakeholders. Bakhadda also served as
Executive Director of the Moroccan family planning association,
advocating for women'’s rights and healthcare access. She was
named a UNAIDS champion for women’s HIV and reproductive
health rights in Morocco.

Hector Hajjar

Hector Hajjar is Lebanon’s Minister of Social Affairs. He has a
doctorate in Dentistry from the Lebanese University and a B.A. in
Social Activism from Saint Joseph University and has been
working as a dentist. He was the president and general manager of
the NGO Message de Paix, founded in 1997 to assist adults with
mental disabilities through specialized programs. Dr. Hajjar has
also worked with Caritas and founded the NGOs Christian
Entrepreneurs and Business Leaders, the Community of the
Missionary Brothers, and the association Prevention,
Accompaniment, and Development (P.A.D).
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Mehrinaz El Awady

Mehrinaz El Awady is the Director of the Gender Justice,
Population, and Inclusive Development Cluster at UN ESCWA.
Previously, she was ESCWA Director for the Centre for Women.
She has a long record in development organization and
management at the grassroots and the policy levels. Prior to her
career as an International Civil Servant, she was the Youth and
Women Regional Advisor for Save the Children. Mehrinaz also
worked for several international development organizations such
as the Education Development Center and Care International. She
holds a PhD in Politics and International Studies from the
University of Leeds, UK.

Laila Baker

Laila Baker is the Regional Director for Arab States of the United
Nations Population Fund. Laila has 30 years of international
experience in humanitarian and development settings, leading
program delivery, resource mobilization, and interagency
coordination in complex situations. Laila held leadership roles
with the United Nations including UNDP, UNRWA and UNFPA.
She served in Palestine, Geneva, Syria, and Jordan and was
previously the Regional Director for Arab States of the UNDCO.
She also worked for major non-UN organizations including the
International Planned Parenthood Federation, OXFAM UK and the
IFRC. Laila is a national of the USA and of Palestinian descent.
She holds a master’s degree in public health from the University
of Wales and Cardiff University School of Medicine and
Community.

M = Chouaa Dassouki

Chouaa Dassouki Minister Plenipotentiary is the director of
Population Policies Department — Technical secretariat of Arab
Council for Population & Development, Social Sector at the League
of Arab States (LAS) since 2019. She has a MS in Demography and
Social Sciences (DEA), from EHESS, Paris, Franc, 1995. During the
period of (1994-2008), Mrs. Dassouki has worked in the research
field for (INED), France; and (CEDEJ), Egypt; and The Bedouin
Health Project, American University of Beirut with Oxford
University; and she has several published papers in specialized
international Journals.
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Salma Al-Nims

Salma Al-Nims is Senior Social Affairs Officer, Gender Equality at
ESCWA. She served as the Secretary General of the Jordanian
National Commission for Women from 2014-2022. During her
tenure she led the development and adoption of the National
Strategy for Women and Jordan’s first and Second National
Action Plans for Women, Peace, and Security. Salma served on
the Inter-Ministerial Committee for Women Empowerment and co-
chaired the “National Committee on Pay Equity” with the SG of
the Ministry of Labor and the “Gender Partners Coordination
Group” with the EU Ambassador and UN Women Country
Representative in Jordan. Salma received Said Foundation
Outstanding Achievement Prize in 2019. She holds a PhD. in
Development Planning from University College London,
University of London.

Najat Saliba

Najat Saliba is a member of the Lebanese parliament and a
Professor of Analytical Chemistry and an atmospheric chemist at
the American University of Beirut (AUB). She was the Director of
AUB'’s Nature Conservation Center from 2013 till 2020. Ms. Saliba is
also the co-founder and director of Khaddit Beirut and the founder
and director of the Environment Academy. She was nominated by
Apolitical’s the 12 most influential people in climate justice and 100
most influential people in Gender Policy. Najat received the 2019
L'Oreal-UNESCO International Award for Women in Science, and
the Cedar Order from the Lebanese president also in 2019. She
holds a PhD in surface science from the University of Southern
California.

Limiaa Khalfalla

Limiia Khalfalla is the program director at Sudan Family Planning
Association. Her experience 30 years of experience in development
includes working with the ministry of social planning, Woman
Division in the capacity of Deputy Director during which she
contributed to the implementation of the National Plan for the
Advancement of Woman. Limiia also worked with the National
Population Council in Sudan, leading the development and
formulation of national policies. She joined the Arab Organization
for Agriculture Development as a Sustainable Development Expert.
Limiia holds a PH.D. in Sociology and Social Policies from the
University of Nottingham.
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Ahmed Ammar Saad Abdelzaher

Ahmed Ammar Saad Abdelzaher is a freelance trainer working with
many organizations he worked with the “Ministry of Youth-Youth
and Development Consultancy Institute (Etijah)”, “ELnouran
Foundation and Guzour foundation”, and as a Project coordinator
for (Because | am a man) project in the National council “for
women to stop GBV”. He is also the YPEER Egypt Focal point in
charge (YPEER Egypt president) for the period (January 2022 -
June 2023) and was the Y-PEER local focal Point for Fayoum
Governorate (2020-2022). Ahmed was also a trainer on Sexual and
Reproductive Health for IFMSA Egypt 2018-2019 and a volunteer at
“100 million se7a” campaign. He is a 6th year medical student at
the faculty of medicine Fayoum University. He is an activist and
SRH & GBYV advocate.

Hanin Abu Ghosh

Hanin Abu Ghosh is a law student, motivational speaker, and TEDx
speaker from Jerusalem. She is currently also a television
presenter on Palestine T.V. and hosts a program called “Hanin
Stories”. Hanin volunteers as a project disabled manager to raise
the awareness about their rights and urge the promotion of the
status of disabled people in a more equal and inclusive society. She
challenged her limitations, fears, and society stereotyping through
strength, resilience, and hard work turning her life into an
inspiration story to millions of people. She is a member of the
Gender Innovation Agora regional forum with the UN Women and
actively advocates for youth and gender equality.

Khalid Abu-Ismail

Khalid Abu-Ismail is Senior Economist at UN ESCWA. He currently
leads or co-leads ESCWA's work on global development challenges
and poverty. He is the lead author of more than 50 technical papers
and 20 UN flagship publications. Formerly, Khalid held positions of
Poverty and Macroeconomic Policy Advisor at UNDP Regional
Offices for Arab States (2002-2012), Assistant to Minister of Public
Enterprises in Egypt and Lead Economist with the Egyptian
Cabinet’s Decision Support Center. He has a D. Phil. in
Development Economics from the New School for Social Research
in New York.
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Zafiris Tzannatos

Zafiris Tzannatos is an economist based in Jordan, currently Senior
Fellow at the Jordan Strategy Forum, and the Lebanese Center for
Policy Studies in Lebanon where he was previously Professor and
Chair of the Economics Department at AUB. He has been Senior
Advisor for the Arab States at the ILO, and before that Manager for
the MNA region at the World Bank. His publications include 15
books and monographs, and more than 250 reports and papers in
the areas of development strategy, labor economics, education,
gender, child labor and broader social policy.

Lina Abou-Habib

Lina Abou-Habib is the Director of the Asfari Institute for Civil
Society and Citizenship at the American University of Beirut. She
is also the co-gender director of the AUB MEPI-TLS program and
teaches undergraduate and graduate gender courses. Abou-
Habib is a feminist activist and researcher with a long career
working with local, regional, and international institutions on
gender mainstreaming and feminist activism. She has designed,
implemented, and led multi-year gender equality initiatives
including training, research, and community actions. She
currently serves on the boards of the Urgent Action Fund, the
Doria Feminist Fund, and Haven for Artists and is a member of
the editorial committee of the Gender and Development Journal.
She served previously as secretary and Chair of the board of
AWID.

Chris Mclvor

Chris Mclvor is the Interim Global Impact Director for HelpAge
International, recently covering the Middle East and Eurasia region
as the Regional Representative. He worked for Save the Children
for 28 years in a variety of senior management roles. He was also
the Deputy Regional Director for Save the Children in Southern
Africa, with a key focus on improving programming quality and
design as well as promoting capacity for purposes of national and
international advocacy. Chris has extensive experience of
overseeing humanitarian programs relating to civil conflict and
natural disasters. He is the author of several books on child
participation and child rights, children on the move, environmental
issues including climate change and humanitarian accountability.
He holds a master’s degree in environmental studies from the
University of London.
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Mohamed Ghassen Sabri

Mohamed Ghassen Sabri is a Sign Language trainer and Activist
at the “Institut Superieur des Sciences Humaines” in Tunis
(ISSHT Ibn Charaf). Ghassan also worked as interviewer at
“Institut Arabe des droits de I'homme"” and interviewer at Radio
ESSAIDA.FM. As a freelancer he worked as a trainer on Sign
Language with “I’Association Voix de Sourds de Tunis”,
“I"’Academie Sportive et Educative des Sourds de Tunis”, and the
“Association Tunisienne des Interpretes en Langue des Signes”.
Ghassan was also a keynote speaker at several conferences
presenting success stories related to the achievements of people
living with disabilities.

Maha El Rabbat

Maha El Rabbat is a Professor of Public Health, Cairo University
and former Minister of Health and Population, Egypt. She had been
appointed as WHO Director General Special Envoy on COVID 19 for
EMRO and is a member of AU Commission for Africa Recovery
post- Covid. Maha has held several high-level political, academic
and leadership positions. She has worked closely with national,
regional, and international organizations as a public health expert
on a wide range of health issues and on health policies, system
strengthening and reform particularly in lower and middle-income
countries for the progressive realization of health equity and
universal health coverage. She has a medical background and
holds a PhD in Public Health.

Hoda Rashad

Hoda Rashad is a professor and director of the Social Research
Center of the American University in Cairo. Previously, Hoda
worked as chief technical advisor at the UN, an associate of the
International Population Council, and a faculty member at the
Institute of Statistical Studies and Research, Cairo University. She
is a resource person and consultant to several national and
international organizations. Currently Hoda serves as a member of
the UNFPA ASRO Research Advisory Group, member of the Policy
Advisory Group of WHO international report on ‘Social
Determinants of Health Equity’, member of the international
advisory group of Institute of Global Health and Development of
Aga Khan University. She holds a doctorate in population studies
from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK.
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Faysal El Kak

Faysal El Kak, clinical associate of OBS/GYN Sexual Health and is
the director of Women Integrated Sexual Health (WISH) Program at
AUB medical center, and Senior Lecturer of Public Health at Faculty
of Health Sciences, AUB. He has been appointed a member of the
Strategic and Technical Advisory Group of Experts (STAGE), WHO,
Chair of Arab Woman Health Group — FAGOS, president of East
Mediterranean Federation of Sexual Health (EMFeSH) — World
Association for Sexual Health, and Immediate Past VP FIGO. Faysal
is also involved in teaching, training, and consultation related to
Sexual and Reproductive Health.

Hajer Chehbi

Hajer Chehbi is Executive Director of the Arab Institute for Human
Rights. She supervised several projects such as the international
protection of refugees and asylum seekers in Tunisia in cooperation
with the High Commission for Refugees and the Education Reform
Project in Tunisia in partnership with the Ministry of Education. She
is the Managing Editor of the Arab Journal of Displacement and
Asylum and has contributions to publications and guides on human
rights and women'’s rights. Hajer is an active member in the Middle
East and North Africa Civil Society Network for Displacement, the
Arab Organization for human Rights, and the Arab Federation for
Libraries and Information.

Ifrah Ahmed

Ifrah Ahmed is an Irish/Somali activist, campaigner and CSO
director working in the field of FGM/C abandonment. She set up
her first CSO, United Youth of Ireland in 2008, in response to
youth immigrant integration issues in her country of adoption.
From personal experience, Ifrah leant her voice to the FGM/C
campaign in Ireland and further afield in Europe and turned her
focus to the specific gender issue of FGM/C by founding the CSO
that carries her name in 2010. Through Ifrah Foundation, she
continues to advocate for the eradication of FGM in Somalia.
Ifrah won Humanitarian of the Year award with the
Women4Africa Award and was awarded a People of the Year
Award for her work.
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Mohammed Afifi

Mohammed Afifi is the Regional Women'’s Health Adviser at the
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (WHO EMRO).
Mohammed worked as the Regional Reproductive Health and
Humanitarian Program Specialist, Regional Reproductive Health
Program Specialist, and Regional M&E adviser at UNFPA Arab
States Regional Office. He worked also as Monitoring, Evaluation &
Reporting Team Leader at Pathfinder International in Egypt. He has
a medical degree from Alexandria University, Faculty of Medicine
and holds MSc and MPhil degrees in international health from
Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh.

Hala Youssef

Hala Youssef, A Professor of Public Health at Cairo University
Medical School is currently working with UNFPA Arab States Office
in Cairo as the Regional Sexual and Reproductive Health Adviser.
She also held the position of Population and Development Adviser
at ASRO 2017-2022. In 2013-2014, Hala was the Director of the
Egyptian National Population Council (NPC) leading on the National
Egyptian Strategy for Population and Development 2015-2030. In
2015, she was appointed as the Minister of State for Population in
Egypt. Hala enriched her expertise through working as a professor,
mentor and researcher on population and sexual and reproductive
health studies with renown publications at both national and
international levels.

Mohammad Asfour

Mohammad Asfour is a Positive & Mindful Strategist at Asfour
Investment & Management. He served on the WorldGBC's board
and headed its MENA & Africa Networks, co-founded, and chaired
the Jordan Green Building Council. He worked as a Senior Adviser
at USAID Energy Sector Capacity Building Program and as the
Environment, Water and Energy Sector Lead at USAID Jordan
Economic Development Program. Mohammad founded the Queen
Rania Center for Entrepreneurship and worked on developing the
concept behind El Hassan Science City. He also worked at the
Jordan Investment Board and served the OECD’s regional advisor.
He is currently the Chair of WADI NGO. He holds a master’s degree
in Positive Leadership and Strategy from the IE in Madrid.
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Roula Majdalani

Roula Majdalani joined ICARDA in January 2022 as a Senior
Climate Advisor, supporting ICARDA to align its programs on food
systems transformation with the Climate Agenda and sustainable
development. Prior to that, she has served as the Director of the
Arab Center for Climate Change Policies and Cluster Leader of
Natural Resource Sustainability at UN-ESCWA. She has extensive
experience in integrated management of natural resources
working with public and private sector institutions and supporting
inter-governmental collaboration to achieve region-specific
development goals. She holds a master’s degree in urban and
Regional Planning from Syracuse University and worked with an
international consultancy firm (Dar Al-Handasah Consultants),
based in London, on urban and housing projects in the Middle
East and North Africa.

Magued Osman

Magued Osman is the Founder and CEO of the Egyptian Center for
Public Opinion Research. He was the chairman of the Egyptian
Cabinet of Ministers’ Information and Decision Support Center
from January 2005 to February 2011 and the minister of
Communications and Information Technology in the post-
revolution caretaker government. Magued is a Professor of
Statistics, at the Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Cairo
University. His experience includes conducting short-term
consultancies for several international organizations, and leading
national surveys activities. He holds a PhD in Biostatistics from
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland — Ohio.

Meghna Ranganathan

Meghna Ranganathan is Assistant Professor and Deputy co-director
of the Center for Evaluation at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). Her research applies mixed methods in
evaluations of economic strengthening interventions, such as cash
transfers on sexual and reproductive health and gender-based
violence in low-and middle-income countries. She is affiliated with
the Gender Violence Health Center at the LSHTM and the Cash
Transfers and Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) collaborative, an
international multi-disciplinary group of researchers focused on the
gendered impacts of social protection programs. She holds a PhD
in Public Health and Policy from the LSHTM.
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Maysoon Ibrahim

Maysoun Ibrahim is the Founder and the President of the
Palestinian Information Sciences and Technology Syndicate and a
member of the Board of Trustees of the Arab American University
of Palestine. She is a professional in Information and
Communication Technology for Development with experience
working for government, international agencies, academia, and the
private sector. Maysoon is a member of the board of directors of
the Higher Council for Innovation and Excellence in Palestine and is
chairing the council’s Experimental Development and Incubation
Committee and the National Innovation Supporters Network. She is
a member of the Management Board of the Euro-Mediterranean
University of Slovenia; and acted as a consultant for ESCWA.
Maysoon holds a PhD in Technology for Development.

Shatha Elnakib

Shatha Elnakib is a Research Scientist and full-time faculty in the
International Health Department at the Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health. She leads several mixed-methods research studies
focused on generating evidence to improve the quality of sexual
and reproductive health services and policies in humanitarian
settings and teaches coursework on gender, health, and migration.
Prior to starting her faculty appointment, Shatha worked for INGOs
and UN agencies including the Population Council, UNFPA, and
UNICEF. She holds a PhD in International Health from the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and an MPH in
Epidemiology.

Rania Abdalla Abu Elhassan

With 23 years of comprehensive experience in high-level
operational and program management and expertise in SRHR,
Rania Abdalla Abu Elhassan is known for her strong leadership
with practical communication skills. That helped her contribute and
support RH policies, advise global leaders, manage donor
meetings, resolve conflicts, and build successful, effective teams
through the years. In more than 12 countries across the globe
between the Middle East, North Africa, Asia, and South Pacific
regions, her background as a gynecologist and a public health
professional guided her practice of community-led programming to
contribute to sustainable development milestones and indicators
effectively.




ICPD 1 8 Population
& Development

Samar Muhareb

Samar Muhareb is the Chief Executive Officer of the Arab
Renaissance for Democracy and Development (ARDD), a Jordan-
based NGO she co-founded in 2008 in response to the Iraqi refugee
crisis. Through ARDD, Samar works to promote and protect human
rights in the Arab world, and actively supports initiatives focusing
on political and social reforms in the region. With over 20 years of
experience in working for the development and humanitarian
sector, she is an expert in the field of human rights, refugee affairs,
humanitarian response and women’s empowerment in Jordan and
the Middle East. Samar holds a master’s degree in human Rights
and Human Development from the University of Jordan.

Sarah Badr

Sarah Badr is the UN Network on Migration MENA advisor for the
Migration Youth and Children Platform, based in Egypt. Sarah and
her team led the youth consultations in preparation for the first
review of the Global Compact on Migration (GCM) in the Arab
region She has been the World Youth Forum'’s official
spokesperson since 2017. With over 8 years of experience in the
energy sector and the youth movement, Sarah is a passionate
geoscientist and youth activist who facilitates dialogues and
collaborations on global challenges such as migration, climate
change, and sustainable development. She holds a master’s degree
in petroleum and mining Engineering from Imperial College
London.

Mustafa Barghouti

Mustafa Barghouti is a physician, activist, and politician who serves
as General Secretary of the Palestinian National Initiative. He has
been a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council since 2006
and is also a member of the (PLO) Central Council. In 2007,
Mustapha was the Minister of Information in the Palestinian unity
government. He worked extensively on defending human rights
and internal democracy. He is also the founder and president of the
Palestinian Medical Relief Society and the founder of the Health
Development Information and Policy Institute that engages in
policy research and planning for the Palestinian health-care system.
He specialized in internal medicine and received an MA in
Management from Stanford University. He was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2010.

12
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Nadim Farajalla

Nadim Farajalla is the director of the Climate Change and
Environment Program at Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs, American University of Beirut. Nadim worked
in the private sector in the US and the Middle East focusing on
environmental issues, water resources management, and
infrastructure design. He founded and headed the Land, Water and
Environment Department at the consulting firm SETS sarl with
projects in the MENA region. Nadim’s most recent research project
focused on the impacts of climate change and subsequent
adaptation measures including the role of the water-energy-food
nexus. He holds a Ph.D. in environmental engineering from the
University of Oklahoma.

Ahmed Abdennadher

Ahmed Abdennadher is an expert on population and development
and has worked with several regional and international institutions
in this field. Ahmed worked also as a coordinator at the Higher
Population Council in Tunisia, and as a coordinator of the economic
and social development programs for women in several Arab and
African countries with CAWTAR. He was also a member of the
drafting committee of the Cairo Declaration on Population and
Development 2013, an expert in charge of preparing or
participating in the drafting of all Tunisian national reports for the
five-year reviews of the Programme of Action of the Conference on
Population and Development. Ahmed authored and co-authored
regional and national research and studies on population and
development.

Kristonia Lockhart

Kristonia Lockhart is a Lead Gender Specialist at the Islamic
Development Bank based in Jeddah, KSA, and was a Program
Officer at the same bank before. She is an experienced senior
social development specialist with 13 years of professional
experience working on socio economic development projects in
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East within a range of sectors and with
a specific focus on gender equality, women’s empowerment, and
civil society engagement. She holds a Master of Science degree in
Development Economics and International Development from the
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.
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Abdellatif Lfarakh

Abdellatif Lfarakh is an independent population consultant and was
| [~ B} among a team that led the preparation of the General Population
A3 ; and Housing Census of 1982 and 1994 Ministry of Planning in
\ ’ Morocco, and the completion of the population and housing

censuses for the years 2004 and 2014, High Commission for
‘ . A Planning in Morocco. He was also the principal researcher and
&Y head of the Demographic Determinants Division at the Center for

Demographic Studies and Research of Morocco before he worked
as the director of the same Center. Abdellatif was also the director
of the project “Integration of population issues and gender equality
in development planning” (between Morocco and UNFPA). He is
the author of several demographic research papers on family
demography and authored several national and regional reports on
population and development. He holds a master’s degree in
Demography from Georgetown University in Washington.

Lisa Kolovich

Lisa Kolovich is a senior economist in the IMF’s Inclusion and
Gender Unit and one of the co-authors of the IMF’s Strategy
Toward Mainstreaming Gender. She has also worked in the IMF’s
African and Research Departments and was the team manager for
gender research under a joint IMF-DFID collaboration that focused
on macro issues in low-income countries. Her research examines
gender budgeting and fiscal policies initiatives as tools for reducing
gender inequality, and she is the contributor and editor of the book,
Fiscal Policies and Gender Equality.

Rami G. Khouri

Rami G. Khouri has been working at the American University of
Beirut for the past 17 years, during which he founded and directed
the Issam Fares Institute (IFl) for Public Policy and International
Affairs, taught journalism, and political science, and was the first
Director of Global Engagement. He is now a distinguished fellow at
IFI and director of the Anthony Shadid Archives Research Project.
In the past 40 years he has been an internationally published
political columnist and book author. He was the executive editor of
the Beirut-based Daily Star newspaper and the editor-in-chief of the
Jordan Times, and a visiting scholar at Harvard, Princeton,
Villanova, and Stanford universities.
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