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knowledge products were prepared and compiled into an online toolbox, including a regional analysis report and a brief
on young people and the SDGs with special focus on SDG-16 on promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, providing access to justice for all and building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.

ESCWA is committed to building upon previous achievements in the area of youth empowerment, and will dedicate a
2018-2019 flagship publication to young people’s issues. At the inter-agency level, ESCWA will continue collaborating with
the United Nations Inter-Agency Technical Task Team on Young People to implement its 2018-2020 work programme, and
will partner with the United Nations Population Fund and UNESCO to finalize the United Nations Strategy for Youth, Peace

and Security in Arab States.

« Introduction Up Older Persons »
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with disabilities are a particularly excluded group.

Figure 7. Employment rate among persons with and without
disabilities aged 15-64 (percentage)
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Source: calculated from ESCWA, 2017d, based on data provided by NSOs from the: Bahrain, Census 2010; Iraq, I-PMM 2013;
Jordan, Census 2015; Mauritania, Census 2013; Morocco, Census 2014; Oman, Census 2010; Saudi Arabia, DHS 2016; and
Yemen, Household Budget Survey 2014.
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

Introduction

0 E-accessibility at the Global Level

o

8 International Intiatives
®  Laws, Guidelines, Policies and
Regulations

®  |ndustry E-accessibility

Adoption

®  |nternational Rankings

cessibility Standards

ssibility in the Arab Region

4 mm

emplates for E-accessibility Guidelines

asserts tha ave policies that cover
accessibility for specific ICT products or services. Similarly, 16 per cent of countries have clear policies to promote accessible
and assistive technologies. Table 1 shows implementation levels of laws, regulations and policies related to accessibility in
ICT and assistive technologies. The report confirms that most countries have partial implementation of laws or regulations
regarding most disabilities. Notably, 69 per cent have public procurement policies for promoting accessible ICTs.

Table 1. Implementation level of laws, regulations and policies
(percentage)

Laws/policies supporting the participation of disability
organizations in regulation development

Accessible ICT procurement policy 69

Existing services and policies for assistive technology
(vision and hearing impaired)

Policies for assistive technology and services by type of 42
disability (cognitive)

Existing services and policies for assistive technology 33
(physical and mobility impairment)

Using braille or sign language in official public 53
communications

Source: G3ict (2017). 2016 CRPD ICT Accessibility Progress Report. Available at https:/g3ict.org/publication/2016-crpd-ict-

accessibility-progress-report.

The report also indicates that 78 per cent of countries have a dedicated government body for persons with disabilities, but
only 20 per cent of those institutions have findings to support digital accessibility.

The creation of WCAG in 2008 by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) is an important and direct result of CRPD. These
guidelines have significantly influenced web accessibility and became a reference for other international standards,
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