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Agenda for today’s presentation 

1.Short History of the Washington Group

2.WG Country Reports on Disability
A. Motivation

B. Standard Format

C. Resources for Completing Reports

3.Questions & Answers (Q&A) 
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Short History of the 
Washington Group on 
Disability Statistics – 

Our Roots
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• June 2001: UN International Seminar on the 
Measurement of Disability 

• WG established as a City Group under the aegis of the 
UN Statistical Commission to:

• address the need for population-based measures of 
disability

• foster international cooperation in the area of health 
and disability statistics

• produce internationally tested measures to monitor 
status of persons with disability

• incorporate disability into national statistical systems

The Washington Group (WG)
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The WG is Country-Driven

• Countries have ownership:

• Representatives include the National Statistical Offices of 
over 130 countries and territories, 7 international 
organizations, and 6 organizations that represent persons 
with disabilities

• The Secretariat for the WG is located at NCHS (USA).

• A Steering Committee oversees the WG work plan.

• Work Groups carry out the work plan, with input from 
all members.

• Emphasis on evidence and transparency, with 
extensive testing of data collection tools in multiple 
countries.
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Washington Group Approach to 
Question Development

Disability is complex:

• Incorporates a variety of different components: body 
functions & structure, limitations in activities 
(capacity) and restrictions in participation 
(performance)

• Includes characteristics of both the person and their 
environment

And the language of disability is not specific.

Finally, in some cultures, stigma is associated with 
disability – creating additional challenges to 
measurement and ultimately inclusion.
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Health Condition

(disorder/disease)

Body Function &

Structure (Impairment)
Activities

(Limitation)

Participation

(Restriction)

Environmental

Factors

Personal

Factors

Source: WHO, 2001

The International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) 
Model

WG questions focus on 
identifying those with 
difficulties doing certain 
universal, basic actions

?
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Disability is complicated - the 
Questions Used to Capture ‘Disability’ 
cannot be

The WG defined an approach to measuring 
disability based on identifying those who:

• because of difficulties doing certain 
universal, basic actions, 

• are at greater risk than the general 
population

• for limitations in participation.
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Intended Use of the Data

• Compare levels of participation in employment, 
education, or family life for those with disability 
versus those without disability to see if persons 
with disability have achieved social inclusion.

• Monitor effectiveness of programs and policies 
to promote full participation.

• Monitor prevalence trends for persons with 
limitations in specific basic action domains. 

9



WG Tools for Disability Data 
Collection

1. WG Short Set on Functioning (WG-SS)

2. WG Extended Set on Functioning (WG-ES) 

3. WG-SS Enhanced 

4. ILO/WG Disability Module for Labor Force Surveys

5. UNICEF/WG Child Functioning Module

6. UNICEF/WG Child Functioning Module – Teacher 
Version

7. UNICEF/WG Inclusive Education Module

8. In Development: Additional Questions on Psychosocial 
Functioning
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• Brazzaville Group

• Buenos Aires Group

• Casablanca Group

• Katmandu Group

• Pacific Group on Disability Statistics 

• Southern and Eastern Africa Group

Building Technical Expertise: Regional 
Groups on Disability Statistics 
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Disseminating Data 
Collected Using the WG-SS: 
WG Country Reports on 
Disability
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Moving from data collection to 
information dissemination

• A great deal of progress has been made by 
countries in expanding the collection of 
comparable, quality disability data

• Less progress has been made in:
• Analyzing these disability data

• Disseminating the data in a standardized way

• As a result, there is the mistaken belief that 
little data exist

• At the 2019 WG Annual Meeting, a key 
discussion topic was the WG role in data 
dissemination
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Dissemination of disability data 
using a standard approach

Decisions made at 2019 WG Annual Meeting:

• WG mandate includes dissemination of data

• Data collected most widely using the WG-SS

• Disseminate via a standard country report on 
disability
• Report will present basic information on disability prevalence 

and disaggregation of key indicators by disability in a 
standardized way

• When reports from multiple countries are taken together, they 
present comparable information on disability across the world

• Reports published on the WG website and potentially at the 
2025 Global Disability Summit
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What is the standard format 
for the country disability 
reports?
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Country disability report 
specifications
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Report best practices

• Use a standard template, text, charts (disability by characteristics 
and disaggregation), with space for country-specific content.

• Use WG-SS data, create dichotomous disability indicator using WG 
cutoff (“a lot of difficulty” or “unable” in any domain).

• Calculate prevalence for 10-year age groups, population age 18+.
• Age-adjust prevalence estimates given that age distributions of 

countries vary considerably.
• Use a standard population for the age-adjustment: world 

population in 2020 (UNDESA, World Population Prospects 2022).
• Minimum standard figures:

• prevalence by age group, 
• prevalence by domain and sex, 
• education disaggregated by disability,
• income/poverty disaggregated by disability, and
• employment disaggregated by disability,

• Additional country-specific figures
• Follow guidance provided to format figures and complete report text.
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The 
introduction

Page 1:

• WG report header and 
footers

• Standard text

• Disability:
• Importance
• Definition
• Conceptualization

• The Washington Group
• About
• WG-SS
• Disability definition
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Data, methods 
and prevalence 
(overall and by 

age group)
Page 2:

• Data description 
section
• Year
• Sample
• Link to data
• Methods
• Testing method
• Reference 4 – 

age adjustment

• Prevalence of 
disability
• Total 18+

• Age adjusted
• Age group

• Age specific

• Short, bulleted text 
statements for results
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Prevalence by type 
of disability 
(overall and

by sex)
Page 3:

• Prevalence of disability, 
continued 
• Domains by sex

• Short, bulleted text 
statements for results

• Begin text on outcomes 
disaggregated by 
disability

• Reference 5 - SDGs

Note: Additional 
prevalence figures may be 
added, but figures 1-2 are 
standard.
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Education 
disaggregated 
by disability

Page 4:

• Outcomes - education - 
disaggregated by disability

• Short, bulleted text 
statements for results

Note: Education, income/ 
poverty, and employment 
may be measured differently 
across countries. Use 
country/regional/international 
equivalents of these concepts.
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Income and 
employment status 
disaggregated by 

disability

Page 5:

• Outcomes, continued 
-  income/poverty and 
employment 
disaggregated by 
disability

• Short, bulleted text 
statements for results

Page 6:

• Country-specific 
figures

• References
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• OPTIONAL: Include any 
other country selected 
topic.

• Calculate each level of the 
outcome indicator for 
disaggregation.

• Example uses vaccination 
status for influenza and 
pneumonia – Figure 6.

• Report findings in text 
bullets.

Country-specific 
indicators 

disaggregated by 
disability
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Country-specific 
figures, continued

• OPTIONAL: Include 
trend in disability 
prevalence in the 
country

References

• Include references 1, 
2, 4 and 5.

• Add country-specific 
references for data 
used and other 
appropriate references.

Trends in Disability 
Prevalence
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Resources
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1. Guidance for Creating a WG Country Disability Report 
– comprehensive step-by-step instructions for each page of 
the report, includes graphics, examples and the standard 
world population estimates.

2. Creating the Dichotomous Disability Indicator using 
the WG-SS – step-by-step instructions on creating a 
with/without disability indicator, includes SAS, Stata, SPSS, 
and R syntax.

3. Sample WG Short Report – example of a WG country 
disability report, prepared using data for the United States.

4. Best Practices for Age-Adjustment of Disability Data – 
instructions on why and how to age-adjust disability data.

Guidance Documents Available
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5. Age-Adjustment Exercise Worksheet – a tool that 
provides template tables for calculating age-adjusted 
estimates for Figures 1 and 2.

6. 2020 World Population Estimates Worksheet – provides 
all estimates needed in Excel tables.

7. SAS & Stata Syntax for Age-Adjusting Disability 
Estimates – provides guidance (including syntax) for 
creating age-adjusted estimates for Figures 1 and 2.

8. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – provides answers 
to frequently asked questions about creating a WG country 
report on disability.

Guidance Documents, Continued
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Additional Resources

• Technical assistance from Daniel Mont (Center for 
Inclusive Policy): Daniel.Mont@inclusive-policy.org

• One-on-one meetings with WG Secretariat: 
WG_Secretariat@cdc.gov
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Questions & Answers (Q&A)
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For more information about the WG visit our 
website:
http://www.washingtongroup-disability.com/

Questions:
WG_Secretariat@cdc.gov
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