
Division on Technology and Logistics (DTL)Trade facilitation & Customs

Erik WILLEMS  /  May 2022

P R E S E N T A T I O N



The primary goal of trade facilitation is 
to help make trade across borders 
(imports and exports) 

 Faster

 Cheaper  

 Predictable

What is trade facilitation 

https://tfig.unece.org/details.html 



CUSTOMS 

Mainly, Customs does not deal with Persons
 Tax and law enforcement 
Ministry of Finance ?  Ministry of Homeland Security ? 

Independent agency ?  …  
 but never Ministry of Commerce 

Source Wikipedia.

Customs is an authority or agency in a country 
responsible for collecting and safeguarding customs 
duties and for controlling the flow of goods including 
animals, transports, personal effects and hazardous 
items in and out of a country.



CUSTOMS Role & Function

Source WCO.



How FASTER CUSTOMS ? 

1. Electronic procedures

2. Start procedures in advance 

3. Enough resources for the controls 

 Extra manpower 

Or risk analysis



How Cheaper CUSTOMS procedures? 

1. Harmonization

2. Simplified procedures  

3. Re use of data 

4. Adapted controls 
(non-intrusive, inland) 



How more predictable CUSTOMS procedures? 

• Publishing

• Rulings (HS code, Value) 

• Monitoring

• AEO 



TH NK YOU!
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Erik WILLEMS
Project Manager (coordination desk officer)
ASYCUDA Programme, Division on Technology and Logistics
erik.willems@unctad.org
Tel : +41 22 917 17 20

Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
@asycudaprogram
asycuda.org
unctad.org   


