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Helsinki 
in a 
nutshell



SDGs and Helsinki

• Helsinki is committed to the goals of the UN Agenda 

2030 and has published two VLR reports in 2019 and 

2021.

• At the same time a Sustainable Helsinki website and 

indicator dashboard has been built 

https://sustainable.helsinki/

• The report includes an assessment of various 

themes, 60 sustainable development indicators and 

dozens of practical actions.

• Helsinki wants to promote co-operation with cities and 

UN actors - VLR reporting has already spread to 

almost 100 cities around the world

• Active co-operation with the Prime Minister's Office, 

the Association of Finnish Municipalities and the six 

cities - a joint project for the development of strategic 

SDG tools started 11/2021

Helsinki City Strategy 2021-2025

” Sustainable growth is in balance with the 

prevailing ecological limitations, creating benefits 

that are socially, financially and culturally 

sustainable. We are proud to continue to 

evaluate and guide the development of Helsinki 

in line with the UN’s Sustainable Development 

Goals. ”

https://sustainable.helsinki/


Voluntary Local Review
• Highlight the role of cities > A significant part of the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals takes place at local level. Therefore, cities 

play a significant role in the success of the goals. 

• Linking sustainability to city strategy objectives, 

measures and impact assessment

• Promoting the involvement of citizens and 

stakeholders

• More transparent presentation of development

points

• Ensuring a sustainability perspective as part of the

city’s corona recovery measures

• Strengthening cooperation and networks

internationally and locally

• Taking global responsibility into account
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The Helsinki 

approach

• The aim has been a clear and 

transparent VLR.

• The SDG targets have been

examined from the perspective of 

Helsinki. 

• The report includes an assessment

of various themes, 60 sustainable

development indicators and dozens

of practical actions.



Key results from
second VLR 

• Helsinki has the ability to put sustainable 

development goals into practice and many projects 

are underway

• A broad look at sustainability still requires 

investment - what does the sustainability 

transformation mean for the city?

• A stronger identification of synergies, 

contradictions and effectiveness between different 

goals is important and the promotion of 

sustainability across the organization and between 

different programs is important.
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• Green = The SDG 

target has been reached 

or is close to being 

achieved

• Yellow = There are 

challenges in achieving 

the SDG target

• Red = There are 

significant challenges in 

achieving the SDG 

target

Assessment of the achievement of SDG targets



SDG –indicators

• 60 SDG indicators

• Also district-level indicators and indicators presented by different population and age groups



Actions
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What we have learn?
• Helsinki’s City Strategy is an ambitious 

and comprehensive document, and it corresponds with the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals very well

• Expanding the review to cover the entire organization provide a more in-

depth understanding of the links between City operations and sustainable 

development goals.​

• Indicators suitable for city-level monitoring of the UN goals should be 

developed further.​ The challenge is to develop a comparable set of 

indicators.

• Experts from all of City Divisions has to be involved in VLR process.

• We need to focus more to co-operation with external stakeholders and 

communication.

• We need to implement SDGs to the city's operational and financial 

planning and cross-cutting programs.
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Goals for SDG coordination
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• Support strategically important sustainability goals 

and integrate sustainable development into programs

• Add an SDG connection to the city programs 

• Development of phenomenon-based / SDG budgeting

• To support city divisions and city owned companies 

in their work on sustainable development

• Setting sustainability goals

• Promoting sustainable procurement

• Strengthens the understanding of sustainability 

issues

• Active external and internal communication

• Electronic training package for staff

• International cooperation and peer learning

• Monitoring and reporting

• Annual follow-up / update on the sustainable Helsinki 

page

• Voluntary Local Review (2023,2025)



Next steps

• We analyze and develop the 

implementation of SDG's goals in the 

city's operational and financial planning 

and cross-cutting programs

• Joint project of six biggest cities and 

Finnish association of Municipalities to 

development of SDG tools 

• We develop staff skills and stakeholder 

cooperation

• We will begin the next VLR preparation in 

the fall of 2022
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https://sustainable.helsinki/ #SustainableHelsinki

Thank you!

https://sustainable.helsinki/

