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A Three-fold 
 Strategy

FOCALIZING SDGS

VOCALIZING SDGS

LOCALIZING SDGS



All development �n�t�at�ves to have an SDG
component.
Mun�c�pal serv�ces to be showcased �n the SDG
platforms.
Better recogn�t�on of mun�c�pal�t�es as the ma�n
dr�vers of susta�nable development.
Contr�but�ng to the global campa�gn to
consol�date our powers to feed �nto the 2030
Agenda.
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FOCALIZING SDGS



Chang�ng the narrat�ve on development and
mak�ng spec�f�c reference to the SDGs
Local leaders to frame the�r da�ly d�scourse around
the SDGs, to ra�se awareness on the local
populat�on
Sens�t�z�ng the publ�c on SDGs through publ�c
speeches, conferences, workshops 
Ma�nstream�ng SDGs to create a sense of local
ownersh�p.
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VOCALIZING SDGS



Local ownersh�p 
Def�n�ng SDG �nd�cators at the nat�onal and
sub-nat�onal levels
Determ�n�ng local pr�or�t�es
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LOCALIZING SDGS



H�ghl�ght�ng the coherence between the SDGs and the New Urban Agenda
Both global processes recogn�ze c�t�es as one of the ma�n dr�vers of
susta�nable development
2/3 of SDG targets requ�re local act�on

6/23

UCLG-MEWA Approach 



TRAININGS
 

Awareness Ra�s�ng 
Capac�ty Bu�ld�ng 

FACILITATION
 

Local Report�ng of the SDGs
Part�c�pat�on �n the   

 �nternat�onal platforms
 

ADVOCACY
 

Nat�onal and �nternat�onal level
Soc�al med�a campa�gns

What We Have Done
As UCLG-MEWA ?
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15 Mun�c�pal�t�es
11 d�str�cts
1 prov�nce
3 metropol�tan c�ty
Located �n Marmara, Aegean, Med�terranean,
Southeast Anatol�a, Black Sea, and Central Anatol�a
reg�ons of Turkey
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The P�lot Project on
Mapp�ng the SDGs 
�n Turkey
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The P�lot Project on
Mapp�ng the SDGs 
�n Turkey

2223 Projects evaluated �n l�ne w�th SDGs



The local governments share the�r SDG progress w�th the

�nternat�onal commun�ty v�a Voluntary Local Rev�ews
Although the VLR movement had slowed down �n 2020 as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandem�c more than f�fty local governments have prepared VLRs s�nce
2017. 10/23

By 2019, �nsp�red by the global momentum on VLRs, we promoted the �dea of
prepar�ng VLRs �n the MEWA reg�on. 
İzm�r and Sultanbeyl� were the two f�rst respondents to our call



*The world map of VLRs as of 2020
 

Source: Gu�del�nes for Voluntary Local Rev�ews Volume 1: A Comparat�ve Analys�s of Ex�st�ng VLRs
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Source: Gu�del�nes for Voluntary Local Rev�ews Volume 2: Towards a New Generat�on of VLRs:
Explor�ng the local-nat�onal l�nk



F�rst VLRs from Turkey
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A spec�al emphas�s on Refugees w�th
the recurr�ng «Leave No One Beh�nd»
theme

Pol�cy al�gnment on three levels: Global,
Nat�onal and Local 
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Coord�nat�on Mechan�sm: 
Strategy Development Department of
Sultanbeyl� Mun�c�pal�ty



Preparat�ons of Sultanbeyl� VLR
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Coord�nat�on Meet�ngs Adv�sory Board
Meet�ngs

Tra�n�ngs & Workshops



A ter�tor�al aproach
D�str�ct/metropol�tan level coord�nat�on
Culture as a crosscutt�ng theme
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Coord�nat�on Mechan�sm: 
İzm�r Susta�nable Urban Development
Network



Preparat�ons of İzm�r VLR
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Workshop on the
SDGs Al�gnment 

Adv�sory Board
Meet�ngs

Tra�n�ngs
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2021 H�gh Level Pol�t�cal Forum-HLPF

Hüsey�n Kesk�n
Mayor of Sultanbeyl�

Tunç Soyer
Mayor of İzm�r
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Challenges for the VLR Process

Lack of local data & �nd�cators

Lack of a un�versal report template

Lack of awareness among publ�c & mun�c�pal staff

An add�t�onal "report�ng burden"

Lack of local/nat�onal coord�nat�on

0



Ownersh�p at the mayoral level

Inst�tut�onal structur�ng & coord�nat�on mechan�sm

Strong cooperat�on w�th the local actors

Collaborat�on w�th the nat�onal stat�st�cal un�t

Part�c�pat�on �n the global commun�ty
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Advantages for the VLR Process
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Cooperat�on w�th UN Hab�tat 

SDG C�t�es In�t�at�ve
Amman VLR & Agad�r VLR 

Memorandum of Understand�ng
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Thank you!

Webs�te
www.uclg-mewa.org

Phone
+90 212 511 10 10

E-ma�l Address 
s.korkmaz@uclg-mewa.org  


