%
000 SYSTEMS [ b . Distr
m -2_*3__.-,‘ S, w /\ Food and Agriculture '
3l ! == | Shared Prosperity 1|‘3ﬁecL.‘§=‘ EEL ' 0 Organization LF the LIMITED
DlALUGU ES G “ . [/ United Nations E/ESCWA/CL1.CCS/2021/WG.6/1
L o 18 March 2021

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)

REPORT

ARAB STAKEHOLDERS DIALOGUE ON FOOD SYSTEMS
TOWARDS THE ARAB REGIONAL FOOD SYSTEMS DIALOGUE”

ONLINE VIRTUAL MEETING, 11 MARCH 2021

Summary

In preparation for the Arab Regional Food Systems Dialogue to be held as a special event on 29 March
2021 during the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development (AFSD) 2021, the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in collaboration with the Regional Office for the
Near East (RNE) of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) organized, on March 11, 2021, the
Arab Stakeholders Dialogue on Food Systems virtually via ZOOM. The meeting brought together about
55 participants including a wide range of stakeholders from universities, ministries, research institutions,
unions, industries, and United Nations agencies.

The Dialogue’s objective was to provide an integrative and engaging platform to enable key stakeholders
including civil organizations, private sector, ministries, research institutions, unions and others to share
their role, perspectives, experiences, and solutions on ensuring that the region’s food systems is healthy,
inclusive and sustainable, in addition to enhancing their resilience within the COVID-19 context. The
Arab Stakeholder Dialogue output will be used as one input to the regional views, perspectives, and
experiences. It will be also presented as input to the food Systems Summit (FSS) in September 2021.

The Arab Stakeholder Dialogue was divided into two parts. Part | presented the background information
about the food system summit and context for the Arab region, while Part Il used an interactive discussion
platform including MURAL and open discussions to allow participants to identify game changing
solutions.
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INTRODUCTION

. The United Nations Secretary-General called for the Food Systems Summit (FSS) to be
convened in September 2021 with a broad vision to launch actions, solutions and strategies
and identify pathways to accelerate progress towards more sustainable, inclusive and healthy
food systems that are resilient to shocks like the COVID-19. Food systems, the way the world
produces and consumes food, need a revolutionary transformation to deliver on the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

In preparation for the 2021 FSS, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) in cooperation with regional offices of the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), World Food Programme (WFP), World Health organization (WHQO), International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development (AOAD) are organizing the Virtual Arab Regional Food Systems’ Dialogue that
is taking place on 29 March 2021 as a special event during the Arab Forum on Sustainable
Development (AFSD) 2021. The Arab Regional Dialogue aims to consolidate regional views,
perspectives, and experiences of diverse stakeholders from the countries. A Regional Outcome
document to reflect those discussions will be presented to the FSS.

In view of this event and as a preparation for the Arab Regional Food Systems Dialogue,
ESCWA in cooperation with FAO organized the Arab Stakeholders Dialogue on Food
Systems. Owing to COVID-19 restrictions, the dialogue was organized as a 90-minute online
meeting using the Zoom platform on Thursday, 11 March, from 11.00 am-12:30 pm Beirut
time. Regional and national stakeholders, as well as resource persons from FAO and ESCWA
were brought together to highlight the summit objectives, identify game changing actions
based on experiences and needs of the stakeholders, and encourage initiation of national
dialogues.

. The dialogue modality allowed for active participation of stakeholders using a combination of
tools including an interactive online platform “MURAL” where participants could write their
game changing actions directly and time was allocated for oral discussions in relation to the
actions.

|.CONCLUSIONS AND WAY FORWARD

. Stakeholders need to work together for implementation of game changers, and everyone has a
responsibility to shift food systems and change the rules of the game to achieve food security
and nutrition for all.

. The output of the Arab Stakeholder Dialogue will be used as input to the Arab Regional
Dialogue on Food Systems to be held on March 29, 2021.

Four issues of relevance to the region were identified along the five action tracks of the Food
systems summit namely: transitioning to healthy foods, optimized sustainable production,
advancing equitable livelihoods, and responding to risks and hazards.

. The game changing actions identified across each of the four issues that were discussed, and
voted upon as priority based on experiences are as follows: (other actions/solutions are
available in the discussion section and all the proposals of participants are available in Annex
1)
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(a) For Transitioning to Healthy Food, participants recommended the below:

I. Use innovative methods for food production (research - preproduction)
ii. Harmonize regulations within the region to improve exchange of commodities
Iii. Provide a special platform for marketing sustainable agriculture products

(b) For Advancing Equitable Livelihoods, participants recommended the following:

I. Enhance accessibility of farmers to technology mainly small farmers
ii. Invest in solar energy and renewable energies in general in rural areas
ii. Enforce land registration systems to help financial access

(c) In the area of Optimizing Sustainable Production, participants recommended the
following:

i. The use of modern technologies in agriculture, water harvesting, and
supplementary irrigation are important factors in sustainable production
ii. Awareness and capacity building in the use of modern technologies

(d) Responding to Risks, the main recommendations were:

i. Adopt the triple nexus approach (HDP) in a participative manner during crisis
contexts (humanitarian, development and peace)
ii. Resolve the underlying causes of vulnerability to risks and drivers of crises

I1.SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS
A. OPENING SESSION

Ms. Reem Nejdawi, Chief of Food and Environment Policies Section, ESCWA, welcomed
participants and informed them that this dialogue aims to provide an engaging platform for all
to share experiences and perspectives through identifying game changing actions and key
recommendations to move towards healthier, sustainable, and inclusive food systems. Ms.
Nejdawi indicated that this meeting comes as part of a series of Dialogues being organized for
the Arab region and that will feed into the Arab Regional Dialogue on Food System which will
generate a regional outcome document to be submitted to the FSS in September 2021. She also
highlighted the challenges faced in Arab region including malnutrition, obesity, anaemia,
scarcity of natural resources, climate change, import dependency, food loss and waste, and
conflicts that were further exacerbated by COVID-19 and reinforced the need to build better.
M. Nejdawi concluded by indicating that ESCWA is adamant that continuous collaborative
hard work will eventually help change ways the Arab region produces and consumes food
allowing us to move towards sustainable patterns.

Mr. Jean Marc Faurés, Regional Program Leader, Food and Agriculture Organization, FAO-
RNE, thanked all participants for joining this central dialogue. He acknowledged the
importance of discussing food systems and the importance of the ongoing cooperation between
ESCWA and FAO to organize dialogues for the region and stressed on the continued
commitment of FAO at all levels to work towards transforming food systems.

Ms. Julie Abouarab, Associate Coordination Officer at ESCWA, reviewed with participants
the set objective of the dialogue and methodology to be followed to consolidate the ideas of
the participants to improve the Arab region food systems. The “Mural” platform will thus be
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used to review key and relevant facts, discuss and propose actions needed, and identify actors
responsible for implementing these actions. Ms. Abouarab stressed on the need to be creative
in proposing game changing actions that should be scalable, actionable, and sustainable while
being mindful of gender and geographic equity.

PART I: BRIEF ON THE 2021 FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT AND ITS FIVE ACTION TRACKS

Mr. Jean Marc Faurés, presented the world Food Systems Summit indicating that
transforming the ways we consume and produce food has tremendous impact on achieving
SDG goals. He described the summit as a solutions’ summit and stressed on the fact that it is
a dialogue for all people to participate as everyone has a role in impacting the way food is
consumed and produced. He then introduced the three types of dialogues being convened
including the member state summit dialogues, global summit dialogues, and independent
summit dialogues.

Mr. Jean Marc Faureés also reviewed the selected five action tracks that cover all dimensions
of food systems, ensuring access to safe and nutritious food for all; shifting to sustainable
consumption pattern, boosting nature-positive production at sufficient scale, advancing
equitable livelihoods and value distribution, and building resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks
and stresses. He reiterated on the importance of coming up with actionable plans as this
dialogue will feed into the Arab regional Dialogue on Food systems. Mr. Faures ended by
providing an overview of the main drivers affecting food security within the context of the
Arab region, such as conflicts, water scarcity, and climate change.

Figure 1: The five action tracks identified by summit
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C. PART Il: BUILDING SOLUTIONS TOGETHER

Ms. Julie Abouarab, ESCWA, started the session by outlining the the four priority issues to
the Arab Region, and go along with the five action tracks, namely: Transitioning to Healthy
Food, Advancing Equitable Livelihoods, Optimizing Sustainable Production, and Responding
to Risks and Hazards (Fig 2). She then briefed the participants on the expected outcome from
this session which is to ultimately have a set of game changing actions and solutions with
identified implementers and beneficiaries of those actions.

Ms. Maya Atie, ESCWA consultant, provided a quick tutorial on how to access the Mural
application link that was used and demonstrated to participants how to navigate through it
(add/remove sticky notes, vote, zoom in/out). She also facilitated the discussion for building
solutions together in the four identified sections, each related to one of the four identified
issues.
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Participants then started navigating through the application and proposing game changing
actions based on their experiences and perceived priorities of the region. The participants were
also able to classify those action by type by colour coding their proposals to identify those
related to regulation, research and technology, awareness, financial, infrastructure, and
capacity building actions. Afterwards, they voted to identify the most relevant and impactful
action from the proposed list and then identify the stakeholders concerned with implementing
proposed and immediate beneficiaries.

On the first priority issues regarding the Transitioning to Healthy Foods, key challenges and
facts in the region were presented. In the Arab region 116 million people are food insecure, 43
million undernourished, 115 million obese. There exist high levels of child stunting (22%),
wasting (8.2%) & women anaemia (35.5%). Subsidies and policies favour nutrient-poor
consumption and levels of food loss and waste reach 210 kg/capita/year. The key intervention
areas identified for this issue included addressing obesity and malnutrition and reducing food
loss and waste.

Ms. Maya Atie then facilitated the discussion and identified with participants game changing
actions, and later enabled them to vote on the three actions they consider most relevant to
region. The following actions were proposed based on type of action: (results as provided by
participants are available in Annex 1)

- Financial:
1. Provide incentives for healthy consumption and buying healthy food
- Research and technology:
1. Use innovative methods for food production (research - preproduction) (Most voted on)
2. Enhance marketing strategies (Identification of food groups for vulnerable groups)
- Infrastructure:
1. Promote and establishing decentralized local markets, in partnership with small
farmers, to ensure access to healthy food in light of crises
- Awareness and capacity building:
1. Train young men and women to be involved in sustainable land and agriculture.
2. Organize workshops on the benefits of organic farming and limiting use of chemicals
3. Promote incubators to increase technical expertise and scientific information
4. Increase awareness on post-harvest losses
5. Raise awareness on nutrition and promote the education on nutrition
- Regqulation:
1. Harmonize regulations within the region to improve exchange of commodities (2nd
most voted on)
Provide a special platform for marketing sustainable agriculture products (3rd most
voted on)
Consider access to healthy food a basic right whereby states need to ensure safe and
affordable access to healthy food
4. Enhance coordination with all stakeholders to focus efforts on improving situation

N

.
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In the open discussion that followed, Ms. Razan Zuayter, Arab Network for Food Sovereignty
(ANFS), indicated that access to healthy and sufficient food at all time is a right and requires
intervention from governments. She added that promoting and establishing decentralized local
markets, in partnership with small farmers, enables the access to healthy food in times of crisis.
This was demonstrated during the COVID-19 pandemic that witnessed difficulties in
transporting food between rural and urban areas. Ms. Zuayter also stressed on the need for
enhancing national reserves.

Mr. Hammou Laamrani, League of Arab States (LAS), then commented on the need to
differentiate between stakeholders and to add to the list of proposed actors the “consumers”.
He also indicated the need to identify women, and youth as part of consumers, producers,
retailers, and farmers.

Ms. Tahra Elobeid, Human Nutrition Department at Qatar University, stressed on the
important role of the national private sector and that has a direct impact on the local markets.
She stressed on importance of having the private sector more involved in enhancing food
security, thus balancing between expectation and reality.

On the Second priority issue related to Advancing Equitable Livelihoods, Ms. Julie Abouarab
presented the key challenges and facts in the region. She indicated that 29 per cent of the
population in the Arab region, are poor of which 70 per cent of poor live in rural areas. Of the
total employment share, 16 per cent work in agriculture. Women and youth unemployment
rates are 20 and 26.5 per cent respectively. In general, the region has limited access to
infrastructure and services in rural areas where agriculture contributes to 7 per cent of the
regional GDP. The suggested key intervention areas for this issue include promoting decent
work for all, reducing inequitable access to resources.

Participants with Ms. Maya Atie facilitating the discussion identified game changing actions
and voted on the three actions they consider most relevant to region. The following actions
were proposed based on type of action: (results as provided by participants are available in
Annex 1)

- Research and technology:
1. Enhance accessibility of farmers to technology mainly small farmers (most voted on)
2. Support and promote agro-processing in rural areas
3. Invest in solar energy and renewable energies especially in rural areas (2" most voted
on)
- Awareness:
1. Increase awareness on the role of women in food systems and agriculture sector
2. Raise awareness on water consumption challenges by responsible ministries
- Regulation
1. Enforce land registration systems to help financial access (3 most voted on)
2. Protect local food systems from dumping
- General
1. Promote entrepreneurship and innovation for youth and women to improve job
creation, increase income and improving livelihood in rural areas
2. Enhance land management systems that protect access to land
3. Promote use of efficient water management systems that are accessible to small farmers
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Mr Hammou Laamrani, suggested in the discussion that followed to provide participants in
upcoming events with background information so that they can prepare their input.

In the third section of the interactive dialogue, Ms. Julie Abouarab presented the related key
challenges and facts related to Optimized Sustainable Production. The Arab region is water
scarce where renewable water resources per person is 600 m3/year, that is 10 per cent of the
world average. Total cropland is 5 per cent of arable land, that is 0.15 ha of arable land/person
(20 per cent of world average), and 90 per cent of region is arid or hyper arid land. Soil
productivity is reduced by 30-35 per cent of potential productivity due to overexploitation and
two thirds of farmers practice relatively low vyield, rainfed and pastoral agriculture. The
suggested key intervention areas include integrated management of scarce resources and
increasing productivity with technology and investments.

Ms. Maya Atie along with participants identified and prioritized related game changing
actions. Stakeholders identified the following actions based on action type (results as provided
by participants are available in Annex 1)

- Financial:
1. Increase budget (public and private) provided for research on agriculture production
- Research and Technology:
1. Enhance reliance on agricultural and industrial incubators
2. Invest in agricultural extension programs and staff
3. Better assess and understand limitations of existing natural resources to better respond
to these challenges
4. Encourage innovation in the field of green biotech crops
5. Study potential of transforming desert plants to edible foods
- Regulation
1. Protect agricultural lands and reviewing national policies for land use
2. Support agriculture and ecology and limiting the use of chemicals
3. Promote agricultural research and improve access of producers to it
4. Increase interest in agricultural research and extension
- Capacity Building:
1. Use of on modern technologies in irrigation to conserve water resources
2. The use of modern technologies in agriculture, water harvesting, and supplementary
irrigation are important factors in sustainable production (most voted on)
3. Use of drought resistant crops in pilots and scaling up its use in arid areas
4. Awareness and capacity building in the use of modern and appropriate technologies
(2" most voted on)

Mr. Tareq Abdellatif, Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development
(AAAID) highlighted the need for the transfer of technology to better empower small farmers
and the important role of civil organizations and unions in this respect.

Mr. Raed Hattar, Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD), elaborated on
the issue of identifying any type of stakeholder as all proposed actions require collaboration
and cooperation between all stakeholders and ultimately benefits them all. In terms of
technology transfer, Mr. Hattar suggested to better empower entrepreneurs to come up with
new initiatives, piloting them, recording their work modality and benefits so that farmers are
encouraged to scale them up.
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Ms. Razan Zuayter, ANFS, reaffirmed the need for farmers to be partners in identifying
research projects being undertaken in the agriculture sector and also indicated the need that the
regional and local strategic and plans for improving food security and sovereignty after which
priorities may be clearly identified.

Mr. Hammou Laamarani, LAS, added that the governments are the primary stakeholders to
many of the actions related to enhancing productivity as any sustainable production process
requires relevant policies and clear mandates otherwise, they will not be implemented.

Mr. Khalil Jawasreh, AOAD, reconfirmed the idea related to the role of governments as they
are responsible for providing the needed infrastructure that enables stakeholder make use of
needed technologies for sustainable production processes.

In addressing the fourth priority issue related to responding to risks and hazards, key facts
included the notion that while the Arab region houses 5 per cent of the world population it
imports more than one third of all global sheep meat and 63 per cent of its consumed wheat.
Accordingly, there are increased risks associated with unpredictability of food supply levels
and potential price volatility in times of crisis. Further, climate change is impacting the region
with forecasted rise in sea levels and expected coastal areas flooding that may impact about 20
million people. Conflicts, wars, and occupation have also forced millions to become refugees
or internally displaced. As a result of all those challenges, the proposed key intervention areas
revolved around reducing vulnerabilities to import dependencies and building resilience to
risks and hazards.

Participants identified game changing actions related to the issue of responding to risks with
Ms. Maya Atie and prioritized actions most relevant to region. The following actions were
identified and classified according to the action type: (results as provided by participants are
available in Annex 1)

- Financial:
1. Need for more agricultural insurance institutions
- Research and technology:
1. Improve knowledge sharing and exchange of experiences between governments
and organizations
- Regulation:
1. Adopt the triple nexus approach (Humanitarian/ Development/ Peace- HDP) in a
participative manner during crisis contexts (2" most voted on)
2. Resolve the underlying causes of vulnerability to risks and drivers of crises (most
voted on)
1. Provide social safety nets and risk prevention mechanisms
2. Adopt emergency policies, plans, and programs
- Awareness:
1. Enhance risk-based decision making among populations
- Capacity Building:
1. Enhancing capacities to cope with risks and Hazards as during these times
challenges should be faced together and everyone should contribute
2. Engage women in agriculture and food production
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Mr. Hammou Laamrani, LAS, referenced the World Economic Forum's Global Risk Report
2020-2021 that identified risks related to food systems and their impact on world economy. He
further highlighted the fact that most Arab countries have national plans to respond to risks
and that the dialogue needs to be in accordance with national plans related to food and water
security responding to risks and shocks.

Ms. Marian Al Jaajaa, Arab Group for Protection of Nature (APN quoted the UN secretary
general stating that in times of conflict we need to link between humanitarian response,
sustainable production and maintaining peace. There is a need to manage the root causes of
vulnerabilities and invest in stopping conflicts and wars based on human rights. She also
outlined that humanitarian aid need to be focused and promote locate food systems and that
governments are required to make sure that the aid received considers national priorities that
protect the most vulnerable people. She referenced the report of the United Nations Committee
on Food Security (CFS) “Framework for action for food security and nutrition in protracted
crises” and indicated that APN and ANFS published a report to track the implications of this
framework in the Arab Region.

Mr. Raed Hattar, AOAD, added that national plans including emergency plans are available
but due to instability in the region these plans are not being implemented. In relation to food
security, having reserves is essential to respond to risks such as COVID-19. These reserves
should be distributed across the country and are not supposed to be stored only in one area to
reduce risks giving the example of Beirut port explosion

D. CLOSING SESSION

Ms. Reem Nejdawi, ESCWA thanked the participants for their active participation and their
valuable feedback throughout the dialogue. She also announced that ESCWA and AOAD are
launching a land degradation video challenge with the support of the UN Office of Information
and Communications Technology in celebration for the desertification and drought day 2021
“Restoring Degraded Land in the Arab Region: A Youth Challenge”. She solicited active
engagement and dissemination with the respective youth networks. Further Ms. Nejdawi
reiterated that ESCWA and FAO are ready to support the region to organize national and
independent dialogues to better inform the FSS in September with national and regional
perspectives.

Mr. Jean Marc Faures, FAO thanked everyone for this interactive and open dialogue on food
systems where a mixture of writing and open discussion was used to identify game changers.
He further noted that it is challenging to address major issues in small amount of time.

I11. ORGANIZATION

A. DATE AND VENUE

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom on 11 March 2021. The dialogue modality allowed
for active participation of stakeholders using a combination of tools including an interactive
online platform “MURAL” where participants were invited to write their proposals live while

! http://www.csmécfs.org/14260/
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broadcasting and later time was allocated for discussions to go through participants comments
and remarks on those actions.

45. The recoding of the event is available on the following link with Access Passcode:
Arab@1234:

https://fao.zoom.us/rec/share/QwGu3ahLXDIWbQIBzPHxz-
t52YPOCWkjbN4K8dpL3XWCOTUWS5Pro8K0o plJVScMd.VeipD5mxg9yac iR

B. PARTICIPANTS

46. Key stakeholders including regional organizations, academia, private sector, civil
organizations, research institutions, union, federations and others were invited to the dialogue
to share their expertise, views, perspectives and to propose solutions on making the region’s
food systems healthier, inclusive, sustainable, and resilient.

47. The full list of participants is provided in Annex 3.
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I11. Game changing actions to optimize sustainable production

Food and Agriculture
5 Qrganization of the
United Natiens

Optimized

Game Changing Actions

Research & pacity
L2 B -

Regulation

ub alalie ) invest and give
more
;.._l:-lel'l Clialall  importance an
B c agricultural
*‘-""L“"MJ extension
o A s 3 4l 3l =
aalppie 0 sdmlS
Aol ol e oal)
g (PR A gl ol ot
A pope ALl 54y ot S s
ST S L helal o
3l L ghad ¥ A
et pay e sl e a3
e NM""IJ‘“"‘ o Liayl el el
Al ARSI g Al
il | e
AL oyl

@

G
[

wedFeperiy :wwwf’! ]

DIALOGUES
Sustainable Production

Lol

Optimized Sustainable Production

it S 015 ha of arable o
[ il Pt
st EEin T e
Intervention Areas
sl praguctiity
v,
e “agriculiure

Implementers & Beneficiaries "&) N .
@PE®u Eé
=1l

It Pricreahon

Lvl
o Beneficiaries

M

&

o

g

=
™.

L FEASIRILITY L =

IVV. Game changing actions to respond to risks

Food and Agriculture
Organization of the
United Natiens

Responding to Risks

Game

Regulation

improve
knowledge

sllurlng by gowe
orgnnlzmlom

Adopt the triple Reseshses the

nexus approach undertying

|HDP) in & causes of ey
participative vulnesability 16 oo

manner during
Crisis cantexts

enhance risk based
decsiion making
ameong populations

ey Ads
1ia,
T
b Ml S

Research & Chpaci‘ty
Technology ~Vor=NEES - Bulldlng

risks and drivers
of crises

@)

'lliv
W

EEE &

DIALOGUES

Changing Actions

| A i i
i g o il s | Sl
s Al pall e LS

Responding to Risks

Tharagion hows kol Increaad ks e
‘the population of the
mas L
regioe's imported calieies imy
met® B from s b sepslie sepiie
2} million people ane Condllce, wars and Buslding
projected ta ku resilience to
by rising s liw b and il e became: risks B
countal wan flocding refugees.
[Clim st Chassgie) ok

Beneficiaries

IMPORTANC:

Low FEASIBILITY LI =

13



ANNEX 2: AGENDA OF THE DIALOGUE

Thursday, 11 March 2021

11:00 —11:05

WELCOMING REMARKS
Ms. Reem Nejdawi, ESCWA
Mr. Jean Marc Faures, FAO

11:05-11:10

OBJECTIVE OF DIALOGUE AND AGENDA
Ms. Julie Abouarab, ESCWA

11:10-11:20

BRIEF ON THE 2021 FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT AND ITS FIVE ACTION TRACKS
Mr. Jean Marc Faures, FAO

11:20-12:20

BUILDING SOLUTIONS TOGETHER

Interactive discussion using MURAL application, and identification of actions
Facilitators:

Ms. Maya Atie, ESCWA

Ms. Julie Abouarab, ESCWA

Issue 1: Transitioning to Healthy Food
Issue 2: Advancing Equitable Livelihoods
Issue 3: Optimizing Sustainable Production
Issue 4: Responding to Risks

12:20-12:30

CLOSING REMARKS
Ms. Reem Nejdawi, ESCWA
- Restoring degraded land in the Arab Region: A Youth Challenge
- Next Step: Arab Regional Food Systems Dialogue (March 29, 2021) and Food
Systems Summit in September 2021
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ANNEX 3: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ESCWA Member Countries

Eqypt

Mr. Abdallah Mahmoud

Assistant professor of Food Hygiene, safety and
Technology

Zagazig University

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : abdallah.fikry90@gmail.com

Ms. Dina Mostafa Mohammed
Researcher

National Research Centre

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : dina_ganna@yahoo.com

Ms. Azhar Fakhry

Assistant professor of behavior , management of
animal and poultry

Veterinary Faculty

Zagazig University

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : azhlOarfakhry478@gmail.com

Ms. Eman A. Alam

Lecture

Faculty of Science Al-Azhar University in Egypt
Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : aalam.eman@gmail.com

Ms. Fatma Kalmosh

Assistant Professor

Plant Protection Research Institute
Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail : bkalmosh@yahoo.com

Ms. Hanaa Sakara

Researcher

Soil, water and Environmental research institute
Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : nemosema@gmail.com

Ms. Huda Rady

Lecturer in medical surgical nursing
Faculty of nursing

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : omarharon145@gmail.com

Ms. Hagar Fathy Saad Abdel Elatif
Researcher

ARC

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : hagarfathy8@gmail.com

Ms. Elgaly Salman

Researcher Assistant

Agriculture Research Center

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : elgaly.salman@gmail.com

Mr. Fadi Jabr

Vice Head Media Committee
AYSPSD

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : arabfood3@gmail.com

Mr. Mohamed Abdelaziz abdelaziz mohamed
Aref

Lecturer

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Zagazig
university

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : abdelazizanatomyll@gmail.com

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Awadalla

Prof. Dr

National Research Center

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : ibrahimawadalla@hotmail.com

Ms. Rasha Gharib

Assistant Professor

Zagazig University

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail : ghariebrasha@gmail.com

Jordan

Ms. Razan Zuayter

President

Arab Group for the Protection of Nature
Arab Network for Food Sovereignty
Amman, Jordan

E-mail: info@sanabel-landscape.com
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Ms. Mariam Al Jaajaa

General Manager

Arab Group for the Protection Nature
Amman, Jordan

E-mail: mariamjaajaa@gmail.com

Mr. Elie El Kai

General Secretary

Arab Organization for Agriculture Development
Amman, Jordan

E-mail: elie.elkai@gmail.com

lrag

Mr. Mahmoud Radi Hassan Thoueini
Secretary General

Arab Federation of Fish Producers
Baghdad, Iraq

Email: arfishf@gmail.com

Ms. Ekhlas Ahmad Ali

Professor Assistant

University Mosul /college of medicine
Baghdad, Iraq

Email: iaa@uomosul.edu.ig

Ms. Elaf Abdulwahhab Hamdi
University Mosul

Baghdad, Iraq

Email: ela@uomosul.edu.ig

Lebanon

Mr. Rami Zurayk

Professor

American University of Beirut(AUB)
Beirut, Lebanon

Email: ramizurayk@gmail.com

Mr. Abed Al Kareem Yehya
Research and Admin assistant
American University of Beirut(AUB)
Beirut, Lebanon

Email: ay27@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Maha Hoteit

Head of Nutrition Department
The Faculty of Public Health
Lebanese University

Beirut, Lebanon

Email: m.hoteit@ul.edu.lb

Ms. Lina Yaacoub

Assistant for the president of arab federation for
food industries

Arab Federation for Food Industries

Beirut, Lebanon

Email: arabffi.lina@gmail.com

Ms. Nawal Mdallaly

Executive Director

Sawa for Development Association
Beirut, Lebanon

Email: nawal mmd@hotmail.com

Mr. Peggy Nehme

Legal & Administrative Officer
HCD

Beirut, Lebanon

Email: peggynehme@gmail.com

Morocco

Mr. Abdellah Essakhi

PHD Student

Université Ibn Zohr Agadir Morocco
Rabat, Morocco

E-mail: essakhi.abdellah@gmail.com

Mr. Hassan Allaoui
Consultant

ARSD

Rabat, Morocco

E-mail: all.hassan@yahoo.fr

Qatar

Mr. Tahra Elobeid

Head, Department of Human Nutrition
Qatar University

Doha, Qatar

E-mail: tahra.e@qu.edu.ga

EXxperts

Ms. Amal Salih

small scale industries officer and gender unit
manager

Ministry of Industry
E-mail: sky7at@gmail.com

Mr. Yahia Bakour

Secretary General

Arab Agriculturists union
E-mail: ybakour@hotmail.com
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International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)

Ms. Elena Bertusi
Program Officer, FSS
IFAD

Rome, Italy.

E-mail : e.bertusi@ifad.org

Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and

Development (AAAID)

Mr. Tarek Abdellatif
Agriculture Expert

AAAID

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: tabdellatif@aaaid.org

League of Arab States

Mr. Hammou Laamrani

Expert

League of Arab States

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: hammou.laamrani@cimonline.de

Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development (AOAD)

Mr. Raed Hattar

Deputy director General

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
(AOAD)

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: raedhattar@hotmail.com

Mr. Nabil Sghaier

Remote sensing specialist

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
(AOAD)

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: nabil_sghaier@yahoo.fr

Ms. Fida'a Rawabdeh

Head of Eastern Office

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
(AOAD)

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: rawabdehfidaa@gmail.com

Mr. Aniss Ben Rayana

Expert

Organisation Arabe pour le Développement
Agricole

Algeria, Algeria

E-mail: brayabraya@yahoo.fr

Mr. Khalil Abu Afifeh

Forest and Range Expert

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
(AOAD)

Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: khalilabuafifa@gmail.com

Mr. Khalil Jawasreh

Expert

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
(AOAD)

Al-Khortoum, Sudan

E-mail : elmassry reema@hotmail.com

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (UN-FAQ)

Mr. Jean-Marc Faures
Regional Program Leader

FAO

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail: jeanmarc.faures@fao.org

Mr. Mohamed Ahmed

Policy Officer

FAO

Cairo, Egypt

E-mail: mohamed.ahmed@fao.org

Ms. Liali Jaraei
MEAL-Assistant

FAO
Cairo, Egypt.
E-mail: liali.jaraei@fao.org

Interpreters

Ms. Joyce Khoury Makary
Interpreter

ESCWA

Email: joyce.makary@gmail.com

Ms. Rania El Badawi

Interpreter

ESCWA

Email : raniabadawil5@gmail.com
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United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA)

Ms. Reem Nejdawi

Chief, Food and Environment Polices Section

(FEPS)

CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

E-mail: nejdawi@un.org

Mr. Fidele Byiringiro
Economic Affairs Officer (EAO)
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. : (+961-1) 978519
E-mail: byiringiro@un.org

Ms. Julie Abouarab
Associate Coordination Officer
CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: (+961-1) 978561
E-mail: abouarab@un.org

Ms. Lara Geadah

Economic Affairs Assistant
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: (+961-1) 978532
E-mail : geadahl@un.org

Ms. Rita Wehbe

Research Assistant
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: (+961-1) 978513

Email:  wehbe@un.org

Ms. Layale Gedeon
Research Assistant
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: (+961-1) 978560
E-mail: gedeonl@un.org

Ms. Lina Fleifel

Research Assistant
CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: (+961-1) 978578
E-mail: lina.fleifel@un.org

Ms. Maya Atie

ESCWA Consultant
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. : (+961-1) 978511
E-mail: maya.atie@un.org

Ms. Sarah Daniel

ESCWA Consultant
FEPS/CCNRSC

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. : (+961-1) 978514
E-mail: sara.daniel@un.org

Ms. Mya Issa ElI Khoury
Communications Intern
ESCWA

United States of America
E-mail: mia.iek97@gmail.com

Ms. Grace Farah

Communications Intern

ESCWA

United States of America

E-mail: grace farah25@hotmail.com

ESCWA Mailing Address:

United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA)
UN House

P.O. Box: 11-8575

Riad El-Solh 1107 2812

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: (+961-1) 981501/2

Fax: (+961-1) 981510
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