
Arab Thematic Conference on 

Agile and Resilient National Statistical Systems

Amman, Jordan, 13-15 June 2023

Strengthening data culture through 

partnerships - Palestine Data Science Initiative

Sufian Abu Harb, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Session 1(b): User engagement and partnership with the data 
community







































DATA MATTERS Festival @ PS

Without Walls



DATA MATTERS Festival @ PS

One-day journey of data-related core skills harvesting



DATA MATTERS Festival @ PS

1. One-day
2. National/International event 
3. Completely free 
4. Data Talks 
5. Connect with Data Science communities in Palestine
6. Academia, research, industries, and government 
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DATA MATTERS @ PS

Harvard Data Science 
Program

Microsoft Data 
Science Program

Think Data Science Program



Data science: R basics

Build a foundation in R and learn how to wrangle, analyze, and 

visualize data.
Harvard Data 

Science ProgramData science: Data visualization

Learn basic data visualization principles and how to apply 

them.

Data science: Probability

Learn probability theory — essential for a data scientist — 

using a case study on the financial crisis of 2007–2008.

Data science: Productivity Tools

Use Unix/Linux to manage file systems, perform version 
control, manage a repository data analysis project

Data science: Wrangling

Learn to process and convert raw data into formats needed for 

analysis.

Data science: Linear regression

Learn how to use R to implement linear regression, one of 

the most common statistical modeling approaches

Data science: Machine learning

Basics of machine learning, How to perform cross-
validation, Several popular machine learning algorithms

Data science: Capstone

Show what you’ve learned from the Professional Certificate 

Program in Data Science.

Data science: Inference and modeling

Learn inference and modeling, two of the most widely used 
statistical tools in data analysis



Online application system for data Scientists prospects

2000 
applicants Online 

Assessment 

Wave I

Wave II

Wave III

AAUP

PCBS

AAUP/PCBS





1. Executive program for professional development in Data Science
2. Real-world applications of data science
3. Statistical Thinking for Data Science and Analytics
4. Foundations of data science
5. Understanding the principles of Data Science from a business perspective
6. Gain insight into the latest data science tools and their application in finance, health care, product 

development, sales and more.
7. Demonstrate how data science can improve corporate decision-making and performance
8. Tangible illustrations of how data science and analytics are used in decision making across multiple 

sectors today
9. Best Practices for Assembling/Leading Data Science Teams
10.Build a Data-Driven Culture and Data-Driven Policy
11.Translate business problems into data problems

learning journey into the world of applied data science and analytics



1. To bridge the gap between perception and reality of data science;

2. To encourage students for better use of data to benefit the society;

3. Enrich education through the application of data science;

4. To foster collaboration in advancing techniques to gather and interpret data to 

address the urgent problems facing society;

5. To advance the essential analytical skills for students;

Without Walls



• No statistics association in Palestine

• Data science society shall Include all interested in data

• The drivers: private & academic sectors

• Achievements: Concept note; draft law & internal regulations





https://unstats.un.org/unsd/stat
com/51st-
session/documents/un_bigdata_
report_v6.0-E.html
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