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SDG Indicator 16.1.1 

Target 16.1: Significantly reduce all forms of 
violence and related death rates everywhere 

Indicator 16.1.1: Number of victims of 
intentional homicide per 100,000 
population, by sex and age



Intentional homicide

o Intentional homicide (0101): Unlawful death 

inflicted upon a person with the intent to cause 

death or serious injury

Killing of a person by another person (objective)

Intent of the perpetrator to kill or seriously injure (subjective)

Unlawfulness of the killing (legal)



How is the indicator measured?

Data source
• Criminal justice administrative data

• Public health records

Computation 
method

Reference 
period

• Calendar year or 12 months

Recommended 
disaggregations 

(according to 
the ICCS)

• Sex and age 

• Citizenship

• Victim-perpetrator relationship

• Situational context

• Motive

• Mechanism

𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐻𝑜𝑚𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑑𝑒 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 =
𝑉𝑖𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑠

𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛
𝑥 100,000



• Homicide data provide key information for all forms of 

violent crime:

• Organised crime

• Gender-based violence

• Interpersonal violence

• Socio-political violence

• Armed violence

• Urban security

• Accurate and comparable data needed to monitor 

policies and share good practices to prevent 

homicides, including gender-based homicides

The value of homicide data

For more information: 
Global Study on Homicide 2019

- Booklet 4: Homicide, development and 
the Sustainable Development Goals



UNODC’s role
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Validation of homicide disaggregations

Validation of total homicide records

Production of time series and regional estimates

Report on Indicator 16.1.1 of the Sustainable Development Goals

Annual data collection: Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice 

Systems (UN-CTS) mandated by ECOSOC since 1984

UNODC is custodian and principal data collection agency for Indicator 16.1.1



Recent trends and patterns
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Recent patterns on female vict ims of intentional homicide

𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐻𝑜𝑚𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑑𝑒 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 =
𝑉𝑖𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑠

𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛
𝑥 100,000

S o u r c e :  U N O D C  h o mi c i d e  s t a t i s t i c s .  G l o b a l  S t u d y  o n  H o mi c i d e  2 0 1 9 .  

N o t e :  A n y  d i f f e r e nce s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o u n t s  a n d  p e r c e n ta ge s  p r e s e n t ed  a r e  d u e  t o  r o u n d i n g .

Women bear  the  g rea tes t  bu rden  

o f  i n t imate  pa r tner  hom ic ide.  

The  g rea tes t  r i sk  o f  be ing  k i l l ed  by  an  

in t imate  pa r tner  o r  o ther  f ami l y  member  i s  

i n  A f r i ca .

Female  v i c t ims  o f  i n t imate  pa r tner / f ami ly -

re la ted  hom ic ide  and  o f  i n t imate  pa r tner  

homic ide  as  a  pe rcen tage  o f  f ema le  to ta l  

homic ide  v i c t ims,  by  reg ion ,  2017



Data availabil i ty

Source: UNODC (UN-CTS)
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Data quality

Source: UN-CTS

• Homicide data are evaluated according to 5 dimensions:

COMPARABILITY COMPLETENESS TIMELINESS
INTERNAL

CONSISTENCY

EXTERNAL

CONSISTENCY

Adherence to the 

ICCS definition of 

homicide

a) Availability of the 

homicide count and 

disaggregation 

variables

b) Duration of time 

series

Availability of the 

number of homicide 

victims in recent 

years

Disaggregated 

indicators sum up to 

the total number of 

homicides

Correspondence of 

homicide victim 

counts from different 

official sources



Data quality

• Global assessment of homicide data quality:

• 19% were scored as “good”

• 28% were scored as “fair” 

• 38% were scored as “low”

• 15% data not available

For more information: Global Study on Homicide 2019 –
Methodological annex:  https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/gsh/Meth_Annex_GHS.pdf



✓ Need to increase the number of countries Western Asia and 

Northern Africa that produce and report data on homicide

→Participate in annual data collection: UN Crime Trends Survey (UN-

CTS)

→2021 questionnaire was sent to national focal points in early June

✓ Improve data on homicide (ICCS standards) and through additional 

information (gender-based, use of firearms, contextual information, 

perpetrators, related crimes, etc.)

→Use UN-CTS questionnaire and ICCS as blueprints and guidance on 

definitions and relevant disaggregations

Way forward



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

UNODC Data: https://dataunodc.un.org/

For any further questions: unodc-ddds@un.org

https://dataunodc.un.org/
mailto:unodc-sdg@un.org
mailto:unodc-sdg@un.org

