
Building correspondence tables: from a 
national classification to the ICCS



WHAT IS A CORRESPONDENCE TABLE?

• A correlation or concordance table systematically explains where, and to what extent,
categories in one classification can be found in other classifications.

• Correspondence tables are a way to report data as closely as possible to the common
standards defined in the ICCS

• Creating a national correspondence table is defined as "mapping"



WHAT DOES "MAPPING THE ICCS" MEAN?
• Mapping means determining for each category of crime in national statistics,

a category in the ICCS that most closely matches its description.

• Mapping can be applied to articles of a Criminal Code, to a list of crimes
used by the police, to a list of types of crimes used by the prosecution or
courts, prisons or victimization surveys.

• The mapping refers to crime categories, not disaggregations (e.g., firearm
robbery or rape victims by sex).

• A correlation table shows all the links between a national crime classification
and ICCS, in a table format.

• Mapping requires a detailed examination of all definitions and descriptions
in the ICCS and the national classification used (if any)



THE CORRESPONDENCE TABLE TEMPLATE



THE CORRESPONDENCE TABLE TEMPLATE

Each ICCS level 1 category has its own tab in the matching table template. Each tab
has 6 main columns:

• ICCS Criminal Conduct Category

• National Classification of Crime (list, article of the Criminal Code, etc.)

• Complete match

• Partial agreement

• National data for the last year

• Detail/comment

Column 1 is further divided into ICCS levels, definition and inclusions/exclusions

Column 2 is further divided into article/category/indicator/variable and description



HOW DOES MAPPING WORK?

• The columns referring to ICCS categories are already pre-filled.

• The columns of the national categories of crime (Articles of the Penal Code, etc.)
must be filled in, as well as the descriptions of these categories (articles,..)



• Partial correspondence must be completed with * if the national category corresponds only
partially to the description of the ICCS category with which it is mapped (the national category
covers two or more ICCS categories and only part of it is included in the ICCS category)

• The column labeled "Details/Comments" should be filled with explanations as to why certain
national categories can only be partially mapped.

• Full correspondence must be completed with * if the national category fully corresponds to the
description of the ICCS category with which it is mapped (the national category is fully included in
the ICCS category)



KEY STEPS TO "MAP WITH ICCS" 
1. Gain detailed knowledge of all national categories and ICCS categories

2. Extract the relevant national categories (from criminal laws, the national
classification of crimes (National Crime Classification, crime statistics,..) in as much
detail as possible for inclusion in the mapping

a) Include only criminal behaviour

b) Exclude non-criminal conduct (e.g., administrative penalties, misdemeanours,..)

3. Compare each national category with ICCS categories, starting with the most
detailed level of national categories available (e.g. bank robbery instead of theft)

4. Find the most closely linked ICCS category, starting from the highest levels to the
lowest levels (e.g. 04  0401  04013  040131 = Theft from a financial
institution)



KEY STEPS TO "MAP WITH ICCS" (cont.)

5. Check definition, inclusion, exclusion for guidance

6. Insert a line in the ICCS correspondence table for each national category
corresponding to each ICCS category

7. If the national categories are very detailed, you may map several national
categories into an ICCS category Insert a line for each

8. If a national category does not fit exactly any ICCS category, but covers several ICCS
categories, check the column "partial match" with an asterisk (*) and provide
details in the "Comments" field

9. Assign within the category "other" at the lowest level, only those national categories
that cannot be mapped to a specific ICCS category that allows their aggregation to
higher levels



KEY STEPS TO "MAP WITH ICCS" (cont.)

10. Assign within category 1109 ("other criminal conduct not elsewhere classified")
only those national categories for which there is no ICCS category

11. Check the complete mapping of the national categories with the ICCS categories
by carrying out a "reverse mapping": Are there ICCS categories for which there are
no national categories? Or do they exist and are they included elsewhere?

12. Request a review of the correlation table from an external expert

13. Test the correspondence table by collecting actual data for ICCS categories



WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF "PARTIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE" WITH THE ICCS?

• If a national category does not
exactly fit any ICCS category, but
covers several ICCS categories, the
column "partial correspondence"
must be marked with an asterisk (*)

• For "partial matches" there should
also be an explanation in the
"comments" field explaining how the
national category is different from
the ICCS definition.



WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF "PARTIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE" WITH THE ICCS? (cont.)
To address "partial correspondences", a number of steps can be taken for a progressive adaptation to
the ICCS over time:

a) Note such discrepancies with ICCS definitions in metadata for international data collections

b) Check whether additional information exists to allow full correspondence with ICCS
(e.g. police records or other microdata about the target of the robbery  bank robbery; on
the age of homicide victims infanticide, etc.)

c) Consider whether data collection at the most basic level can and should be adapted to
capture the corresponding information (e.g., distinction between serious assault/mild assault,
serious threat/mild threat, etc.)

d) In some cases, definitions in national legislation do not allow for complete consistency with
ICCS (e.g. if "sexual assault" always requires physical contact in national law, ICCS category
030122 "non-physical sexual assault" cannot be filled).



EXAMPLE: Mapping intentional homicide with ICCS
Definition: Intentional homicide is ”unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the
intent to cause death or serious injury".

1. The killing of one person by another person (objective element);

2. The perpetrator's intent to kill or seriously injure the victim  
(subjective element);

3. The illegality of the murder, which means that the law 
holds the perpetrator responsible for such unlawful death. 
(legal element).

For statistical purposes, all homicides that meet the above 
three criteria should be considered intentional homicide, regardless of national legal 
definitions.





EXAMPLE OF A COUNTRY

Intentional Homicide (ICCS): unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the intent to cause
death or serious injury

Murder
Killing

Infanticide
Homicide made with terrorist intent 
Murder made with terrorist intent 

Serious assault leading to death

Offences in the National Penal Code

Intentional Homicide

Crime in the ICCS



EXAMPLE 2: MAPPING TO THE MOST DETAILED LEVEL



EXAMPLE 3: MAPPING TO THE MOST DETAILED LEVEL
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