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UNITED NATIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS
¥/ TREATY BODES UN Treaty Body Database

1glish > Human Rights Bodies .

& Link to these results

Title Document type Treaty COUNTRY Symbol/Title Submitted date Download
A Al M | cepaw v | Al v A Y
Follow-up letter sent to the State party CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic 10 Aug 2016 View document
M T e TSN State Party report an Follow-up to Concluding Observations CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/2/Add.1 19 Jan 2016 View document
observations of the Committee
Concluding cbservations on the second periodic report of Syria Concluding observations CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/2 18 Jul 2014 View document
Replies of Syria to the list of issues Reply to List of Issues CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SYR/Q/2/Add.1 21Jan 2014 View document
;‘;{t‘ac’f fsses and questions i relation to the second periodic reportof el o CEDAW Syian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SYRIQ/2 View document
Summary record of the 786th meeting Summary records CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SR.786 View document
Summary record of the 785th meeting Summary records CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SRTBS View document
Concluding comments Concluding observations CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/ View document
Reports provided by specialized agencies - UNESCO Infa from UN Agencies CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/2007/11/3/Add 3 28 Mar 2007 View document
Reports proviced by specialized agencies - FAQ Info from UN Agencies CEDAW Syrian Arab Republic CEDAW/C/2007/11/3/Add.1 27 Mar 2007 View document
¥
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UN Treaty Body Database
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Title Document type Treaty COUNTRY Symbol/Title Submitted date Download
A | All - | CRC LAl A7) T

E:;E‘;i'”g observations on the fith periodic report of the Syian Arab |\ wro cocervations CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYRICO/S 01 Feb 2019 View document

Syrian Arab Republic_Written replies Reply to List of Issues CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYR/Q/5/Add.1 19 Oct 2018 View document

;':;i;l'f:u“ In relation to the fifih periodic report of the Syran Arah ;4 e o CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYRIQYS 08 Jun 2013 View document

Syria_State party report State party's report CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYR/S 10 Aug 2017 View document

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES UNDER

ARTICLE 44 OF THE CONVENTION : CONVENTION ON THERIGHTS OF  Concluding observations CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYR/CO/3-4 View document

THE CHILD : CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS : SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Summary record of the 1647th meeting Summary records CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SR.1647 View document

Summary record (partial) of the 1668th meeting Summary records CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SR.1668 View document

Summary record of the 1646th meeting Summary records CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SR.1646 View document

Submission by the Syrian Arab Republic modifying certain paragraphs . . . .

of the third and fourth periodic reports Addendum CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYR/3-4/ADD.1 View document

S i die S AR R MY CEEN RIS oo s CRC Syrian Arab Republic CRC/C/SYR/Q/3-4/ADD.1 View document

of the third and fourth periodic reports
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In the area of strategic objective D.1, “Take i d

8. Women and violence

to prevent and eliminate

violence against women,” the SAR has taken a number of steps, of which the most important
have been the following:

Legal protection for Syrian women: acts of aggression committed against them are
offences under the Criminal Code. The Code also punishes sexual harassment, the mere
threat of an act imperilling life, or speech offensive to modesty. In addition, incest,
abduumn, <cxual mtcn.oul\c wnh promise of marriage, incitement to unchaste

i of a minor, rape, and all forms of physical or sexual
violence are offences undcr the Code. Persons found guilty ﬁfhavmb committed any of
these offences are liable to severe penaltics: as much as 21 years’ imprisonment for rape
where the victim is a girl under the age of 12, and not less than 15 years where the victim
is under the age of 15. All the above provisions are found in Chapter IX of the Code,
which deals with offences against morality and public decorum (articles 476, 489, 491,
492, 493, 495, 496, 497, 502, 504, 505 and 506);

Women are protected from sexual trafficking and sexual exploitation by the Anti
immorality Law, which provides for the punishment of anyone who incites any person,
male or ﬁ.nm]u., to commit acts of ind or or who aids or f¢

another person’s efforts to do so, or who cmp]oys. Iurca or entices any person for the
purpose of itting acts of ind or y, or who forcibly detains any
person in a place of immorality;

The SAR has ratified all international human-rights instruments with a bearing on
violence against women, including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;

Every year, a number of workshops and lectures are held for the purpose of enhancing
women’s awareness of their rights and helping them solve their problems. As a means of
heightening awareness of violence against women as a human-rights violation, local
newspapers and magazines publish articles and studies on the phenomenon;

The General Women’s Union in the SAR, working through its branches in the
goverorates and its legal offices, offers guidance, support and legal assistance for
battered women. The Family Planning Association, for its part, provides assistance and
psychological and legal advice for women who have been victims of violence. Specialists
in the psychological sciences also provide these women with emotional assistance and
guidance.

There are in the SAR a total of 15 shelters for girls under the age of 18, some of them
government-run, others run by NGOs. These shelters are funded by the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labour, although they also receive contributions in cash and in kind from

1 and domesti The she lters help girls who are at risk of
violence (rape, abduction, homel begging, p and the like) by providing
them with medical, psychological and legal assi habilitating them and helping

them return to school. In addition, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd Society runs a shelter
where battered women and girls can stay and where medical, psychological and
bilitati services are i

Pursuant to strategic objccu\c D.2. “Sludy the causes and consequences of violence against

women and the effc of p a number of actions have been taken,
including:
o Preparation of a study on violence against women by the Women's Union, publication of

its findings, and workshops to discuss the issuc;

Various sp at Syrian itics have also field studies on violence

against women in general and domestic violence in particular;

iolence and

The Social Initiative Association has conducted a ficld study on domestic
published its findings;

Many women activists and experts in family issues have conducted studies and published
their findings in local publications.

Our main i for
Action in this area are as follows:

of the Beijing Platform for

Action to change the stercotyped view of women's and men’s roles and the tendency to
regard violence against women as a private family matter, which makes it difficult to
gather i data on the

Comprehensive, in-depth studies on this phenomenon and production of official statistics
documenting violence, its causes, the various types of violence and their results;

Establishment of shelters for battered women and adequate rehabilitation programmes
staffed by trained personnl;

Establishment of support centres to receive battered women and girls and provide them
with legal and psychological guidance:

A d of provisi that are d y toward women in the Syrian Criminal
Code, and action to make domestic violen criminal offence at law and address the
issue effectively, despite the fact that the Criminal Code already prescribes penalties for
sexual and physical violence against any citizen, male or female;

of adequate aimed at ge and
ik ewiies Fekblts i wrechgnaie’oF Violenss against women among persons
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL _E

PRESIDENCY & HRC MANDATED
ABOUT HRC HRC SESSIONS MEMBERSHIP HRC BODIES INVESTIGATIONS COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

Universal Periodic Review Universal Periodic Review Third Cycle - Syrian Arab Republic
About the UPR
UPR cycles ” Only contributions submitted in one of the United Nations official languages are admissible and posted on this webpage i o

Documentation by country Third Cycle

UPR Mid-term information >

L Date of consideration: Monday 24 January 2022, 14:30 - 18:00
UPR Voluntary Fund for participation

UPR Voluntary Fund for

) Reports and information
Implementation

CRiSocity|Ehoage et National report ! : | " i | dh3z|| " English || Frangais || pycckwii || Espafiol
sy .

Regional workshops Annex | ‘:-&J-‘ | English

Compilation of UN information 2 : | 4-,-.ul-‘||| I'-PI\l Englishll Franqais\l pyccxnﬁll Espafiol

Parliaments English

:‘-,‘e.}-“ll I'-PI\I Englishll Fran:;ais\l pyccxnﬁll Espaiiol

Annex:

Media Outreach 3 Summary of stakeholders’ information 3

Accreditation

UPR Extranet
Advisory Committee > | - Questions submitted in advance
Special Procedures (Human Rights 3 i . . .
Experts) Questions submitted in advance :| English / Espaiiol
Addendum 1 : I English
WG on OP to CRC Addendum 2 | English

IGWG on draft UN declaration on HR
education and training
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TYPES OF VIOLENCE

FAMILY VIOLENCE

A8 V1 5 SLEEY) (saa s &) 53Y)

IDENTIFIED

SEXUAL VIOLENCE, RAPE AND HARASSMENT

Women and girls who are affected by multiple systems of
discrimination — such as widows, women and giris who are divorced,
displaced, or have a disability — are exposed to higher levels of
sexual vi . Sexual ins present in all places that

adolescent girls and women schools,
wnrk msmbunon points, public transportation, and onlme The

of sexual leads to distress
sl sk & aevens impact on women and girls’ movements, in addition
to contributing to the of
Moreover, the risk of sexual itation is further for
women and girls who are heads of their own households, not only as
they are not offered the p of male but

also due to their rellance on paid work, where they are often sexually
exploited in exchange for wages. Sexual exploitation is also prevalent
during distributions of aid and when women and girls are seeking
shelter.

Meanwhlle Reports of marital rape or rape bya famuly membef /
partner il to emerge. ich as

virginity testing — recognized as a human rights violanon and a form

of GBV — are used against women and adolescent girls as part of

in the context of early marriage.

Rape and sexual vi are also C against

women, men, girls, and boys.

INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

The ongoing ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic, the worsening
economic crisis, and high levels of unemploymem are linked to

arise in the and i of partner

Women and girls face gt ing levels of i sexual,

and psychological abuse in the home. Moreover, displacement and
camps also to within

the leading to inti partner vi . Social norms

continue to normalise beatings, insults, and

Physical violence by fathers and to control the
of adolescent girls and ensure their adherence to rigid gender norms
is frequent and normalised. Widows and divorced women and girls
are by !hecr famlhes as well as

ical and ic Vi - Girls with a and older
women are sometimes more at risk of neglect from their family
members who perceive them as an added burden.

FEMICIDE

Murders of women and girls are on the rise in several governorates
in Syria. Women mentioned so-called "honour” related forms of GBV
as common forms of “punishment” for women and girls who do not
conform to gender norms and the expectations of the men in their
communities. The threat of femicide prevents survivors from seeking
help when they experience GBV as they fear being killed or otherwise
harmed by a family member if they find out they were raped, sexually
abused, or y online. Fut women who seek
legal assistance to escape situations of GBV also face the threat

of being murdered by their relatives for defying social and gender
norms.

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE (SEA)

Sexual exploitation and abuse of women and girls by humanitarian
workers and other actors involved in relief efforts continues to
happen. Efforts made to establish and raise awareness of SEA
reporting mechanisms are having a visible impact, with more
women, girls, boys, and men demonstrating familiarity with hotlines,
complaint boxes, and other reporting avenues. However, women and
girls still have limited trust in the repomng process, especlally in
light of harmful i such as in
distributions. They also fear retaliation and belng deprived of fulure
humanitarian assistance if they report such violations.

TECHNOLOGY-FACILITATED GBV

Women and adolescent girls are facing sexual harassment and
sexual on digital social media, online
games, and other platforms. The increased use of mobile phones

and social media during the COVID-19 pandemic, including to access

preventing women and giris from seeking help. Survivors of mnma(e
partner violence in particular struggled to access remote GBV

services during the COVID-19 pandemic as they have little privacy and
their access to phones and technology is more likely 1o be closely
monitored.

PSYCHOLOGICAL & EMOTIONAL ABUSE

and against women and girls has
increased in 2021 both wl(hln and outside the home. Women and
girls who are or tend to be subj to
verbal and emotional abuse by family and community members
alike. Women who have snérvlved deter;non are also the target of
rom

due to the stigm witl Social stigma,
often expressed Ihlough verbal violence, aﬂecls all GBV survivors
and toactas a to reporting abuse and
seeking specialised support.

EARLY & FORCED MARRIAGE

Early and forced marriage continues to be a realiy in the lives
of women and g Syria and is increasingly normalised as

a to ongomg and in
cenam cases asa coping strategy when girls experience GBV.
or girls, i ing those who live with

extended family followmg the death or divorce ol their parents, can be
forced into early to relieve the and care burden on
their caregivers. Adult women who are divorced or widowed can also
be forced to remarry and abandon their children by their families.

and other services, was linked to widespread online abuse.
It is important to note that GBV that begins online can easily evolve
into offline GBV or be part of a broader cycle of abuse. Reports of
rape, sexual violence, exploitation and abuse, and so-called "honour™
killings following online abuse were all received during 2021. Being a
survivor of GBV online further exposes women and girls to shaming,
victim blaming, and social stigma.

Women and girls are exposed

to all kinds of violence such as
psychological, physical, sexual,
verbal, and emotional violence, in
addition to deprivation of financial
resources, right to education,
work, inheritance, and travel. Th@y
are also exposed to early marriage
and rape, which mostly happen

in camps given the poor security
conditions there.

— DEEMA, AN ADOLESCENT GIRL FROM DEIR-EZ-ZOR, SYRIA
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