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The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA), in collaboration with IMF organized a series of webinars on selected SDG indicators that are less produced in the Arab region to create a common understanding among data producers on how to collect, measure and disseminate SDG indicators to increase data production and enhance national data flow to policymakers, other users, and custodian agencies.
The webinar, as part of the second wave of the series of SDG webinars, aims to create a common understanding among data producers on how to collect, measure, and disseminate SDG indicators to increase data production and enhance national data flow to policymakers, other users, and custodian agencies. The training encouraged interactive dialogue, sharing of national experiences in collecting SDG indicators including challenges, queries, and concerns. 







1. The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA), in collaboration with IMF organized a series of webinars on selected SDG indicators that are less produced in the Arab region, on 19 and 20 July 2022–– on Zoom platform, as part of the second wave of series of SDG webinars. The webinar is in response to the resolution (A/RES/70/1) on the adoption of the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development in September 2015 to strengthen the capacity of national data systems through collaboration between national statistical systems and the relevant international and regional organizations to enhance data reporting channels and ensure the harmonization and consistency of data and statistics for the indicators used to follow up and review the Sustainable Development Goals and targets. It also responds to Member States’ request to the 14th Statistical Committee for ESCWA to organize capacity-building webinars emphasizing the methodology, method of computation, and data collection tools of selected SDG indicators.

2. The webinar was attended by 58 representatives from 13 countries namely: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, State of Palestine, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.


3. The main objectives of the webinars are to enhance understanding of metadata and nature of data in the UNSD SDG database, improve statistical capacities to invigorate production and use of comparable SDG indicators, strengthen inter-institutional coordination to invigorate production of SDG indicators and data flow and share and discussing country challenges in measuring SDG indicators. 

4. The Workshop agenda covered the following items:

· SDG indicator 8.10.1 (a) Number of commercial bank branches per 100,000 adults and (b) number of automated teller machines (ATMs) per 100,000 adults 
· SDG indicator 10.5.1 Financial Soundness Indicators
· SDG indicator 17.1.1 Total government revenue as a proportion of GDP, by source and SDG indicator 17.1.2 Proportion of domestic budget funded by domestic taxes

5. Financial inclusion is a multifaceted concept that involves several dimensions such as access to and use of financial services. There are also additional aspects including affordability, quality well-being consumer protection, financial literacy, and other aspects. To measure financial inclusion, the IMF only takes into account the first two dimensions including availability and accessibility to bank branches, ATMs, and mobile money agents. One of the main tools for measuring access and usage of financial services is the financial access survey covering 70 indicators including SDG indicator 8.10.1. This indicator’s primary data source is FAS which is distributed every March to countries. Data are compiled at the country level by several institutions and submitted to central banks in May using the FAS template, which includes metadata highlighting any deviations from the defined methodology. Data are processed and validated by the FAS Team between June and August. The computation of this indicator takes into account the World Development Indicators (WDI) for the adult population. Only 4 countries in the region namely Bahrain, Somalia, State of Palestine and Yemen are not reporting on this indicator.

6. Both SDG indicators 17.1.1 and 17.1.2 relies on the GFSM framework which aims to measure the economic impact of government and its fiscal policies on the rest of the economy. For the purpose of these indicators, revenue is defined as taxes, social contributions, grants and other revenue and expenditure is defined as the expenses and net acquisition of nonfinancial assets. The actual and recommended sources of data for deriving these indicators are fiscal statistics. These come from various agencies (Ministries of Finance, Central Banks, National Statistics Offices, etc.) and are compiled according to a standardized method for data collection: the annual GFS Questionnaire. For the calculation of these indicators, only tables 1, 2 and 3 of the questionnaire are needed. Only 14 Arab countries have reported data on these indicators and the data were reported as “Not available” instead of “Country”. 

7. For the purpose of SDG 10.7.1, Financial soundness indicators are based on indicators of the current health of a country’s financial sector and its institutional units (financial, corporate, households, markets). They serve as a tool to monitor underlying vulnerabilities of the financial system. Only seven FSIs are included as SDG indicators for 10.5.1 among many others. National Central Banks collect data from deposit takers, other financial institutions (OFCs) and its subsectors, nonfinancial corporations (NFCs), and households (HHs). These data include balance sheet, income statement, and memorandum series (such as Tier 1 capital, Tier 2 capital, risk-weighted assets). The latter are reviewed and validated by the national central banks or supervisory agencies before being submitted to the IMF through the FSIs template via Integrated Collection System (ICS) including the metadata. Only 8 Arab countries have reported data on this indicator and the data were reported as “Not available” instead of “Country”. 


8. The following recommendations and the way forward were reached to shape future work and plan for upcoming webinars:
· ESCWA and IMF to follow up with Bahrain, Somalia, State of Palestine and Yemen not reporting on SDG indicator 8.10.1 to set up bilateral meetings to find out challenges and help them start reporting.
· IMF to offer technical assistance for countries not reporting on the GFS for compilation of SDG indicators 17.1.1 and 17.1.2.
· ESCWA and IMF to organize a detailed webinar on how to collect data to fill the GFS if needed.
· NSOs are encouraged to coordinate with their national counterparts to make sure the reporting is done on one national database.
· ESCWA to help IMF contact countries not reporting.
· Countries are encouraged to take the e-learn course on the GFS questionnaire.
· IMF to reconsider labeling nature of SDG indicators 17.1.1, 17.1.2 and 10.5.1 from “Not available” to ’Country’, as seem appropriate, based on the fact that the indicator is based on country data.
· Countries are invited to agree on which unit or institution responsible for work on FSIs

9. Workshop Evaluation: Among 58 participants, 18 participants provided their feedback. Overall, 44% of the participants rated the workshop excellent, and 56% good. Participants were asked if the workshop objectives were met, 44% of the participants gave an excellent rating and 44% gave a good rating. In terms of presenters’ inputs, 44% of respondents rated the presentations as excellent and 50% rated the presentations as good. Finally, 50% of the participants rated the logistics and organization of the workshop as excellent, and 50% as good.

10. The workshop presentations and resources will be available on the ESCWA website, accessible at the following link: https://www.unescwa.org/events/series-sdg-webinars-arab-region.

11. Further useful resources: 
· IMF FAS Website
· 2021 FAS Trends and Developments
· Mobile Money in the COVID-19 Pandemic
· IMF’s Special Series Note “Women’s Financial Access in Times of COVID-19”
· IMF Working Paper “Is Mobile Money Part of Money? Understanding the Trends and Measurement”
· IMF Departmental Paper “Measuring Financial Access:10 Years of the IMF Financial Access Survey”
· Financial Soundness Indicators Compilation Guide 2019
· Government Finance Statistics Manual 2014
· Publication in the Government Finance Statistics Yearbook (GFSY)
· International Financial Statistics (IFS)
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