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Background 

o Launched by ESCWA in collaboration with WSA and intended to be 
an annual Award.

o Aims at highlighting the benefits of digital technologies in 
advancing sustainable development.

o Focuses on Digital Arabic Content applications with a strong impact 
on social and economic development and reflecting on the 2030 
Development Agenda and the UN SDGs. 

The 2021 ESCWA Digital Arabic Content (DAC) Award for Sustainable Development: 
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WHO CAN APPLY ?
Two Main Categories 

Institutions
Ministries and public institutions, private enterprise, 
academia, and non-governmental entities

Young Entrepreneurs
Formal start-ups, teams of young people, university teams, or 
individuals who are younger than 35 years



© Copyright ESCWA. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may be used or reproduced in any form without written permission

WHICH PROJECTS ARE SUITABLE ?

o DAC Products with a clear impact on society, including apps, webpages, portal, e-services, 
applications for wearables, kiosk installations, sms based products, mobile games and 
interactive mobile productions.

o The product should be in Arabic, and in case it is not in Arabic then it should have a positive 
and strategic impact for the Arab region.

o Submissions have to be launched and working products. No drafts, prototypes, demonstrations 
or unfinished projects can be accepted. 

o Submitted products must have been completed after Jan. 1, 2015. 

o In case of multiple submissions by the same Institution or Entrepreneur each product requires 
a separate application. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

• IMPACT | Local Impact- Impact on community & society in the Arab region. 

• VALUE | Addressing UN SDGs, narrowing digital divide, and promoting digital inclusion for 
sustainable development. 
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• CONTENT | Quality and comprehensiveness. 

• FUNCTIONALITY | Ease of use, user experience, appropriate interactivity. 

• DESIGN | Navigation/ orientation and visual appeal. 

• TECHNOLOGY | State of the art in technology and quality of technical realization. 

• INNOVATION | Originality and newness.Te
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Prizes

 Trophy 

 Flights and accommodation to attend 
AFSD
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Opportunity for winners to network with 
other entrepreneurs at a global event, 

providing an invaluable learning 
experience.  

Opportunity for winners to get promoted 
through ESCWA channels of 

communication and network of expertise.



© Copyright ESCWA. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may be used or reproduced in any form without written permission

ESCWA Award Timeline
 31 March 2021:   Official Announcement during AFSD 2021. 

 17 June 2021:   Launching webinar and call for applications .

o 30 Sept 2021:   Deadline for applications.

o Oct - Dec 2021:   Evaluation (Jury of Experts) and selection of winners 

o Jan 2022:   Endorsement of winners (Steering Committee).

o End-Jan 2022:   Announcement of Winners

o March 2022: Winners presented and awarded at AFSD 2022. 

ESCWA Award Webpage
https://www.unescwa.org/events/digital-arabic-content-award

https://www.unescwa.org/ar/events/digital-arabic-content-award-ar
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CONTEST DATABASE | How to apply









Thank you

Application link : 

https://escwa.icnm.net/Signup/ESCWA-DAC/2021/

For your Questions:

ESCWA-DAC@un.org


