[image: ]
				





Training on Selected SDG Indicators for the Arab Region

Interagency and Experts Collaboration 
to Improve the Production and Dissemination
of SDG Indicators from Official National Sources
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BACKGROUND  
The need to improve the production and dissemination of reliable comparable and timely data on SDG
In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus Resolution 70/1: Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (the 2030 Agenda). The Resolution reaffirms the need for the strengthening of national data systems through “collaboration between national statistical systems and the relevant international and regional organizations to enhance data reporting channels and ensure the harmonization and consistency of data and statistics for the indicators used to follow up and review the Sustainable Development Goals and targets”.  
The resolution also urges countries, the specialized agencies, the regional commissions, and the Bretton Woods institutions among others “to intensify their support for strengthening data collection and statistical capacity-building, including capacity-building that strengthens coordination among national statistical offices”. Moreover, the resolution “Urges international organizations to base the global review on data produced by national statistical systems and, if specific country data are not available for reliable estimation, to consult with concerned countries to produce and validate modelled estimates before publication, urges that communication and coordination among international organizations be enhanced in order to avoid duplicate reports, ensure consistency of data and reduce response burdens on countries, and urges international organizations to provide the methodologies used to harmonize country data for international comparability and produce estimates through transparent mechanisms;”
Five years after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda several countries are facing considerable challenges in monitoring targets in many policy areas. The current COVID-19 pandemic highlights the value of measuring and monitoring: no strategy can be developed, and no measure can be implemented without a proper monitoring and evaluation system.  
Many countries in the Arab region are reporting on SDG indicators, however, reporting on progress on many of the SDG indicators, remains limited in the region. Insufficient availability and quality of statistical information on SDG indicators hamper the capacity of policymakers to generate evidence-based and effective policy responses and implement the 2030 Agenda.  
Translating these recommendations and resolutions into tangible results is imperative and will require intensive collaboration at the national, regional and global levels. Regional Commissions’ Statistical bodies “are the nexus between the Statistical Commission at the global level and the implementation at the national level of the norms endorsed by the Commission. In the context of the 2030 Agenda, the support provided by the regional commissions to assist Member States in adapting, implementing and measuring progress towards the implementation of national development plans is of particular significance as it influences the quality of statistics and methodologies used, as well as the use of new and innovative methodologies and sources of data, known as the transformative agenda for official statistics. The regional commissions carry out activities to strengthen the capacity of Member States to produce, use and dissemination official statistics and also provide a regional platform for sharing experiences and practices in statistics work[footnoteRef:1][1].” [1: [1] Source: Relevance and effectiveness of the statistical work of regional commissions - thematic evaluation of regional commissions, Committee for Programme and Coordination, 57th session, April 2017 (E/AC.51/2017/8)] 


[bookmark: _Hlk67661031]In this context, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) implemented an assessment on availability of country data in the UNSD SDG Global database to identify those less reported by countries and/or less understood by national statistical offices, and more estimated by UN Agencies or not reported on. Based on the assessment results, ESCWA in collaboration with relevant custodian agencies will organize virtual capacity development workshops on selected indicators for Arab countries to improve the production and dissemination of SDG indicators from official national sources.   

OBJECTIVES – WHY? 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA ), in collaboration with UN Agencies, custodians of SDG indicators, is organizing a series of webinars  on selected SDG indicators that are less produced in the Arab region to create a common understanding among data producers on how to collect, measure and disseminate SDG indicators to increase data production and enhance national data flow to policy makers, other users and custodian agencies. 

The main objectives of the regional training are:  
· Enhancing understanding of metadata and nature of data in the UNSD SDG database.
· Improving statistical capacities to invigorate production and use of comparable SDG indicators.
· [bookmark: _Hlk69192688]Strengthening inter-institutional coordination to invigorate production of SDG indicators and data flow.
· Sharing and discussing country challenges in measuring SDG indicators.


TARGET AUDIENCE – WHO? 
All producers of official statistics in the Arab countries are welcomed to participate. This includes representatives from national statistical systems, national institutions, and other relevant national entities. In addition, policymakers, researchers, and other partners may also participate. 
OUTCOME – WHAT?  
The training will familiarize relevant stakeholders with the concepts, international standards, methodological tools, as well as an understanding of the challenges faced to measure SDG indicators. The outcome of the series of training will facilitate the development of regional guidelines and recommendations to improve the production and dissemination of SDG Indicators.
SCHEDULE – WHEN?  
The series of regional training will be held from April to November 2021. (see attached Training Plan)
FORMAT- HOW? 
The meetings will be held via Zoom. Facilitation of the workshops will be held in Arabic/English with simultaneous interpretation in both languages.  
The training will encourage interactive dialogue and participants will be invited to share their national experiences in data collection including challenges, queries and concerns. SDG data-related materials and resources will be shared with participants before each session.  
TRAINING CERTIFICATION – AWARD?
Participants who fully attend ESCWA SDG workshops will be awarded a training certificate by the organizers.  
REGISTRATION- WHERE?
A link for registration will be provided. After registering, the participant will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
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TRAINING PLAN 2021   
Around 45 Series of SDG Webinars are planned to be implemented by ESCWA in collaboration with UN Agencies; 28 Webinars have taken place since the beginning of April 2021 and at least 17 more webinars are planned to be organized by end of 2021.                                           
	Date
	Agency
	Indicators

	7 April 2021
	UNFPA
	5.6.1 – 5.6.2

	14 April 2021
	ESCWA
	1.2.2 

	20 April 2021
	World Bank, UN-Habitat, FAO
	1.4.2 – 5.a.1 – 5.a.2

	21 April 2021
	WHO
	3.6.1 

	22 April 2021
	WHO
	3.d.1 

	26 April to 6 May 2021
	FAO
	2.1.1 – 2.1.2 – 2.4.1 – 2.5.1 – 2.5.2 – 2.a.1 – 2.c.1 – 6.4.1 – 6.4.2 – 14.4.1 – 14.7.1 – 15.1.1 – 15.2.1

	10 May 2021
	UNIDO
	9.2.1 – 9.2.2 - 9.3.1 – 9.3.2 – 9.4.1 – 9.b.1

	15 June 2021
	World Bank
	7.1.1

	17 June and 7 July
	World Bank
	9.1.1 –10.4.2– 16.5.2 – 16.6.1 

	25-27 May
7-10 June
	UNEP
	6.3.2 - 8.4.1/12.2.1 - 8.4.2/12.2.2, 12.1.1 - 12.3.1(b) –12.4.2/12.5.1, 12.6.1 – 12.7.1 - 12.c.1 - 14.1.1 - 14.2.1 –17.7.1 – 17.14.1

	27 July
	UNODC
	16.1.1 – 16.2.2

	To be confirmed
	ILO
	SDG 1.3.1, SDG 5.5.2, SDG 8.2.1, SDG 8.3.1, SDG 8.5.1, SDG 8.5.2, SDG 8.6.1, SDG 8.7.1, SDG 8.8.1, SDG 8.b.1, SDG 10.4.1 and SDG 10.7.1

	To be confirmed
	UNESCO
	4.1.2 -  4.2.2 -  4.3.1 - 4.6.1 - 4.7.1- 6.5.2

	To be confirmed
	UN-Women
	5.1.1 - 5.5.1b - 5.c.1

	to be confirmed
	Others tbc
	


Updated 6 June 2021
Training on Selected SDG Indicators for the Arab region

image2.png
)
L
gzl
ESCWA

Shared Prosperity Dignified





image3.png




image4.png
UN@HABITAT

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE




image5.png
World Health
Organization




image6.png
7722
&
\
N5

UNEP

United Nations Environment Programme
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