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UN Secretary-General  

Ban Ki-moon: 
 

“The seventeen Sustainable Development 

Goals are our shared vision of humanity 

and a social contract between the world's 

leaders and the people,”  
 

 

“They are a to-do list for people and 

planet, and a blueprint for success.” 

What are the Sustainable 
Development Goals?  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/12/sustainable-development-goals-kick-off-with-start-of-new-year/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/12/sustainable-development-goals-kick-off-with-start-of-new-year/
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Zooming in: SDG goals, targets, indicators 



Image Source vhttps://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ 

Quantitative and Qualitative SDG targets 



How do we report on 
progress towards SDGs? 

● Through the Voluntary National 

Reviews, which are an official part 

of the UN reporting:  
○ Para 79 of the 2030 Agenda 

states: "conduct regular and 

inclusive reviews of progress at 

the national and sub-national 

levels, which are country-led and 

country-driven".  

● Presented a the High-level political 

forum (HLPF) meeting of the UN 

under the auspices of ECOSOC.  

● Voluntary, state-led, undertaken by 

both developed and developing 

countries, and involve multiple 

stakeholders. 



Image Sourc: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/ 



VLRs discuss the performance/progress of cities towards achieving SDGs (mirroring the 

VNRs). They are not part of the official UN reporting, however they: 

 
● Reinforce mainstreaming SDGs 

● Guide SDG-led evidence-based policy process and decision-making 

● Emphasize the role of urban data in policy process and decision-making; and induce 

developing urban data eco-systems  

● Strengthen participatory process centred around the municipality 

● Provide a platform to discuss development challenges vis a vis national government and 

international community 

● Allow to showcase good practices (e.g. at the High Level Political Forum!). 

Voluntary Local Reviews and their value-added 



Capacity-building workshops in Agadir, September 2022 

More information at: https://aujourdhui.ma/economie/organise-par-
onu-habitat-et-ses-partenaires-un-atelier-pour-renforcer-les-
capacites-de-la-commune-dagadir-en-matiere-dodd 

More information at:  
https://www.unescwa.org/news/first-voluntary-local-review-agadir 



For more information: https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/amman-mayor-stresses-keenness-speed-
implementation-sdgs-un-forum 



Image Source https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews 

UNDESA platform for VLRs: https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews 
 



VLR approach and methodology 

● Guided by the needs of the municipality and its development objectives 
○ Reinforced focus on mainstreaming e.g. gender (Amman), ICTs and digital 

transformation (Agadir) 
 

● Inspired by the UN-Habitat/UCLG Guidelines on the Voluntary Local Reviews, volume 1 
and 2, adapted to the context of the city 
 

● Following key 4 principles:  
○ evidence-based;  
○ participatory;  
○ meaningful and  
○ Action-oriented! 

 

● Bottom-up approach to data collection supported by the WCCD, UMF (Amman) 
indicator frameworks. 



VLRs in practice  

Key stakeholders involved: 
● Municipality, working in tandem with the 

National Statistics Office (Agadir); Urban 

Observatory (Amman); and other 

partners (e.g. ministries) 

● UN institutions and agencies (UN-

Habitat, UNESCWA, UCLG-MEWA) 

 

Timeline: 9 months - 1 year 

 

Roles and responsibilities, based on the 

examples of Agadir, Amman: 
● Data collection (municipality with 

support of NSO, guided by UN agencies 

● Stakeholder engagement (joint) 

● Developing a draft VLR (UN agencies) 



Data collection and validation  

Challenges  

● Limited data access 

● Limited data availability 

● Outdated statistics 

● Data not produced at regular intervals 

● Data not corresponding to the administrative 

boundaries of the city 

● Limited access to disaggregated data  

● Data not sourced/referenced 

Lessons learnt and opportunities 
● Data production/collection centralized at the 

municipal level 
● Using official statistics disaggregated at the 

city level (produced by the National Statistics 
Offices) 

● Reinforced production of a high-quality urban 
data  
○ Using international standards for data 

production/management 
○ Reinforced data production as a development 

priority 
○ Reinforced relationships between various data 

producers towards the development of urban 
data eco-systems. 



Available to download at: https://jordan.un.org/en/202229-voluntary-local-review-city-amman-jordan 



Thank you 
agata.krause@urbanconsultant.eu 


