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AQUASTAT – Since 1994

• Article 1 of FAO’s constitution to:

“Collect, analyze, interpret and disseminate information related to 

nutrition, food and agriculture”.

Information on natural resources, in particular WATER, is central.

• Launched in 1994, with two complementary programmes:

– Water statistics database - on main variables related to 

water resources and use at country and sub-country level

– GIS-based information system 
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AQUASTAT – Objectives

• AQUASTAT collects, analyses and provides free access 

to over 180 variables and indicators by country from 

1960.

• AQUASTAT plays a key role in the data collection and 

the monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goal 6, 

and in particular indicators of target 6.4 on water 

stress and water use efficiency. FAO is the custodian 

agency for SDG 6.4.
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AQUASTAT – Products

• Databases: water and agriculture statistics

• Country profiles

• Geospatial information including remote sensing tool

• Glossary

• Publications and capacity development products
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www.fao.org/aquastat/en/

http://www.fao.org/aquastat/en/


AQUASTAT – Databases 

• Main database: water and agriculture statistics (SDG 

6.4 indicators)

• Institutions

• Dams

• Irrigated crop calendars

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



AQUASTAT – Main data base  

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

180 variables:

15 geography & population

45 water resources

40 water use

70 irrigation and drainage

10 health and environment



AQUASTAT – Glossary

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



AQUASTAT – Institutions database

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



AQUASTAT – AQUASTAT country profiles
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AQUASTAT – Country profiles
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AQUASTAT – Country profiles
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AQUASTAT – Geospatial information - AQUAMAPS
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AQUASTAT – Geospatial information - AQUAMAPS
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AQUASTAT – Geospatial information - AQUAMAPS
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AQUASTAT – Remote sensing tools - WAPOR

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

Variables: Water productivity, land productivity, actual and reference 

evapotranspiration, land cover and use, biomass, precipitation, carbon 
dioxide uptake, yields, harvested index and crop calendar.



AQUASTAT – Publications and knowledge products
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AQUASTAT – Data collection process

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT
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AQUASTAT – National correspondents

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

146 National Correspondents Nominated
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AQUASTAT – 2020 Data collection

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

• Annual questionnaire sent to 156 countries

• 62 questionnaires received – 40% 
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AQUASTAT – 2020 Data collection
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AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

• 3 languages

• Annual and long 

questionnaire

• 5 yr long data 

collection - 2020



AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE
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• Annual 

questionnaire 

(34 variables) 



AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE
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• Annual 

questionnaire (12 

SDG variables) 

SDG indicators 6.4.1 & 6.4.2

Gross Value Added (GVA) 
from UNSD

Cultivated area & GDP 
Deflators from FAOSTAT



AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE SDG calculators
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• Automatically filled in from data compiled in “National 
data” worksheet



AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE SDG calculators
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• Automatically filled in from data compiled in “National 
data” worksheet



AQUASTAT – FAO Corporate Statistical Working System
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Imputation : linear interpolation, carry- forward, vertical imputation



AQUASTAT – Next steps

• Updated and harmonized information 

• Disaggregated information – water basin, gender

• Geospatial information – use of GIS and remote 

sensing for water statistics

• Climate change variables

• Increase dialogue with national stakeholders

• . WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



Thank you!

Patricia.Mejiasmoreno@fao.org

AQUASTAT coordinator

www.fao.org/aquastat/en/

https://elegant-goldwasser-751fc5.netlify.com/
mailto:Patricia.Mejiasmoreno@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/aquastat/en/

