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INTRODUCTION

1. This report covers the period since the eighth session,
It was adopted by the Commission at its eighth meeting, held
on 12 May 1982, in the form as amended during the discussion.



I. ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY THZ ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COUNCIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

2e At itg eighth meeting held on 12 lay 1982, the Commission
decided to bring the following resolutions to the attention of
the Economic and Social Couneil:

107(IX) International assisgstance to the flood-gtricken
areas of the People's Democratic Republic
of Yemen 1/

A

The Economic Commigssion for Western Asia,

Noting with deep regret the extensive loss of human life and
property and the destruction of economic and social infrastructures
caused by three consecutive floods during 1981 and 1982 in all
six governorates of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen,

Having heard the statement of the representative of the
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen on the efforts that are
being made by the Government of the People's Democratic Republic
of Yemen to deal with the disaster; and having taken note of the
report of the representative of the United Nations Disaster
Relief Office (UNDRO),

m Noting with appreciation the prompt assistance rendered by
member States of the Commission and other countries, as well as by
the United Nations system and other national and international
orgenizations, in providing relief aid to the victims of the
flood~stricken areas,

Noting further with appreciation Economic and Social Council
resolution dated 28 April 1982, which urges all member States of
the United Nations, international and regional organizations and
voluntary agencies to participate in relief operations and to
lend their support and assistance to programmes for the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the flood-stricken areas,

Deeply concerned that, despite the immediate relief assistance
offered so far, the magnitude of the damage caused by the floods
and the reconstruction and rehabilitation requirements have
confronted the Government of the People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen with severe economic difficulties,

1/ See paras. 93-96 below for the discussion leading to the
adoption of this resolution.
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Considering that the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen,
being a leas? developed country, is unable to sustain the mounting
burden of providing prompt and adequate food and shelter for the
large number of homeless people and undertaking rehabilitation
and reconstruction measures in the affected areas,

Congidering also that the magnitude of the disaster is
of such a scale tThat the development efforts and prospects of
the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen have been adversely
affected,

l. Strongly supports the provisions of the Economic and
Social Councill resolution and urges the international community
to intensify efforts towards their speedy implementation;

2. Requegts the Economic and Social Council to adopt a
resolution calling for the urgent establishment of a programme,
including the creation of a special fund, for the rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the flood-stricken areas of the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen, in line with the provisions of

the Substantial New Programme of Action in favour of the Least
Developed Countries;

3. Urgently appeals to the member States of the United Nations
and, in particular, the member States of the Commission, %o
expedite and facilitate the urgent establishment and implementation

of the programme and to contribute generously to the proposed
special fund;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to follow-up on the
implementation of this resolution and submit a report to the
tenth session of the Commission.

7th meeting
1l May 1982




114(IX); The ECWA Mediquterm Plan for the period 1984-19893/

The Economic Commigsgsion for Western Asia,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/197 on the ,
restrucfurlng of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations
system, particularly its provisions regarding the role of the
regional commissions in the promotion of co-ordination at the
regional level and regarding their tasks and responsibilities in
the programme planning and reyiew process,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 36/228 of
18/1271I98T on Programme Planning, particularly its section (4A),

Mindful of ECOSOC resolution 1981/64 of 23 July 1981 which
called upon &ll orgens, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to apply the International Development
Strategy for the Third Development Decade as & policy framework
in the formulation and implementation of their programmes of
work and medium-term plans,

Recalling also its resolution 56(V) on the definition of
long-term development objectives and regional development gtrategy
and 1ts resolution 84(VII) of 23 April 1980 by which it established
an Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert Committee with a view, —
inter alia, to advising the Commission regarding institutional
arrangements, including the creation of technical bodies, for
the effective implementation of the Medium-term Plan for the
period 1984-1989,

1. Emphasizes the need to ensure that the programme planning
and review processes of the Commission reflect more fully and
consistently the development priorities and requirements of the
States members of the Commission;

2. Adopts the report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert
Committ ? on e lMedium-term Plan and the recommendations contained
therein&/ ;

3. IEndorses in thaté?ontext the Qommission's Medium-term Plan
’

for the period 1984-1989

l/ See para 53 for the discussion leading to the adoption
of this resolution.

2/ E/ECWA/142/Rev.1l
3/ E/ECWA/142/Add.1




4. Recommends to the Economic and Social Council to
establish a dtanding Committee for the Programme, composed
of all member countries of the Commission, as its main subsidiary
organ to assist the Commission in the discharge of its ’
. responsibilities for programme planning and review;

5. Recommends further that the terms of reference of the
Standing Committee will be as follows:

(a) The Committee shall function as the main subsidiary
organ of the Commission for reviewing, plenning,
programming, evaluation and co-ordination;

(b) The Committee shall

(i) Review the programmes of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Western Asia as
defined in the Medium-term Plan;

(ii) Review the totality of the work programme(s)
of the Commission in the light of the
availability of resources;

(iii) Recommend an order of priorities among the
programmes and subprogrammes of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Western Asis as defined
in the Medium-term Plan;

(iv) Give guidance to the Executive Secretary on
the design of the programme;

(v) Recommend guidelines to the agencies of the
United Nations system maintaining programmes
and activities in the region taking into account
their respective functions and responsibilities
and the need for coherence and co-ordination;

(vi) Consider and develop evaluation procedures and
thelr use 1n the Improvement of programme
design and implementation;

(c) The Committee, in discharging its responsibilities,
shall

Congider the programme of the Commission &s a whole or
as appropriate on a sector-by-sector basis and may for this
purpose convene #&d hoc subject-oriented meetings, and

%ﬂﬂiﬁi the Commigsion in achieving compatibility and
complementarity of its work programme with those of other regional
intergovernmental organizations in the regionjg

(d) The Committee shall meet annually prior to the
regular gsession of the Commission and whenever it deems it
desirable to do so for the proper discharge of its responsibilities.
It may invite for this purpose United Nations bodies and agencies
and regional organizations to attend its meetings;

(e) The Committee, shall be guided as appropriate by
the reports of the Committee for Zrogramme and Co-ordination
and relevant reports of other United Nations bodiess

-5~



6. Requests the Executive Secretary to consult with the
heads of tne Unlited Nations bodies and agencies maintaining
programmes in the region with a view to strengthening arrangements
aimed at improved co-operation and co-ordination of activities
carried out or sponsored by the United Nations system in the
region, particularly in the context of the preparation of the
respective programmes of work and medium-term plans of the bodies
involved;

7 Requests also the Executive Secretary to report to the
Commission at 1ts tenth session on the implementation of this
resolution.

8th meeting
12 May 1982




II. WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE ENIGHTH SESSLION

A. Activities of subgidiary bodies

3e The Commission has not yet established any subsidiary bodies.

Be Otfther activities

4. For information on the activities of the Commission, reference
should be made to documents E/ECWA/138, E/ECWA/138/Add.1,
E/ECWA/138/Add.2, E/ECWA/139, BE/ECWA/139/Add.l, E/ECWA/140, E/BCWA/L141,
E/BCWA/142, B/ECWA/142/Rev.l, B/ECWA/1l42/Add.]l and E/ECWA/155.

Ce Relations with specialized agencies and other organizations

5e In planning and implementing its activities, the secretariat
maintained close co-operation with and received assistance from
various United Nations specialized agencies and organizations, such
as UNIDO, FAO, UNCTAD, UNEP and the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat).

6o In the field of industry and within the context of the agreement
with UNIDO, the joint ECWA/UNIDO Industry Division continued the
ongoing programme of in-depth country studies in close co-ordination
with UNIDO which provided assistance for the publication of the
country studies of Iraq, Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic, and

for the preparation of an in-depth study of Kuwait's industrial
development and future prospects. During the period under review,
UNIDO also co-sponsored an expert group meeting on the petrochemical
industry in the ECWA region, and an expert group meeting on
identification of projects for regional co-operation in capital goods
and heavy engineering industries, which were held in Vienna from

9 to 12 June 1981 and from 15 to 19 June 1981 respectively.

Te In the field of agriculture and within the context of the
agreement with FAO regarding the joint ECWA/FAO Agriculture Division,
areas of co-operation with FAO included integrated regional planning,
food security, agricultural resource management and rural development.
In the field of food security, a joint project preparation misgsion

was undertaken to the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Democratic
Republic of Yemen in connection with cereal storage and distribution.
With the assistance of FAO, the Commission organized an expert meeting



on management, congervation and development of agricultural
resources which was held in Damascus from 9 to 15 May 1981l. 1In
the field of rural development, BECWA held consutations with FAO
on co-operation and the integration of work programmes, and
contributed to an FAO sponsored interagency mission on rural
development strategies and policies in Jordan.

Be During the period under review, the Commission continued to
receive financial assistance from UNEP for the operation of the
secretariat's Environmental Co-ordination Unit.

9. During the past year, the secretariat continued to work
closely with the United Nations Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs on issues affecting population groups such as
disabled persons, women, youth and the aged.

10. Relations with the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) were strengthened after two Professional posts had been
assigned to the Commission the previous year, thereby facilitating
closer co-ordination of the work programmes of both the Commission
and Habitat.

1l. The relationship between the HWCWA secretariat and UNFPA
continued to be strengthened. The Fund was instrumental in the-
implementation of the Commission's Population Programme which to a
large extent depends on the Fund for financing. The Commission also
executes a number of technical co-operation projects funded by
UNFPA,

12, The Commission co-operated closely with UNCTAD in connection
with the elaboration of the Substantial New Programme of Action in
favour of the Least Developed Countries and the United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries which was held in Paris
from 1 to 14 September 1981. The contribution of ECWA covered
consultations with the two least developed member countries,
assistance in the preparation of their country presentations,
participation in review and other meetings and the briefing of
UNCTAD staff involved in the process. Co-operation with UNCTAD
will continue especially with regard to the preparation by the
Commission of a consolidated draft programme of activities related
to the least developed member countries of ECWA for the period
1982-1983 in conformity with the Substantial New Programme of
Action in favour of the Least Developed Countries. Consultations

were also held with UNCTAD in connection with the ECWA Expert Group
meeting on Feasible Forms of Economic Co-operation and Integration




held in Beirut from 14 {to 18 December 1981, and to which UNCTAD
contributed a paper on feagible forms of economic integration
based on the experience of other regional groups and & paper on
co~operation among State-Trading Orgenizations of Arab countries.

13. 1In accordance with the agreement concluded with the United
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, the secretariat
maintained close co-operation and consultation with the Centre

in the formulation and implementation of the Commisgion's programme
in this field.

14, In the field of natural resources, close working relations
were maintained with United Nations Headquarters, in particular
with the Department of Internaticnal Economic and Social Affeirs.
There was also continuous and intensive co-~operation and
co-~ordination with the secretariat of the United Nations Conference
on New and Renewable Sources of Energy held in Nairobi from 10 to
21 August 1981, in which ECWA tock an sctive part. Contacts were
maintained with the secretariat of the Third United Nationg
Conference on the Law of the Sea ag well as with the secretariat

of the Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

15, In the area of science and technology, the secretariat's
relations were further developed with a number of orgenizationg
such as UNEP, UNCTAD and UNDP which toock an active part in the
ECWA Seminar on Technology Policies in the Arab States. The
Seminar was co-sponsored by UNESCO, and took place at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris from 14 to 18 December 1981l. During the
past year the secretariat strengthened its relations with the
Interim Fund for Science and Technology for Development which is
providing financial support for the ECWA Regional Training
Programme for Development of Industrial Technological Capabilities
in Petroleum-Based Industries. Throughout the implementation of
the work progremme, the secretariat mainteined cloge links with
the United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for
Development.

16, The Commigsion, being the executing egency for a number of
technical co-operation projects, continued to strengthen its relations
with UNDP during the period under review .



III. NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

A, Attendance and organization of work

17. The ninth session of the Economic Commission for Western Agia
(ECWA) was held at the Mansour lielia Hotel, Baghdad, Republic of
Iraq from 8 to 12 May 1982. Its deliberations covered eight
meetings.

18. The segsion was attended by representatives of the following
members of the Commigsion: 1/ Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt,
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, the Palestine Liberation
Orgenization, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and
Yemen,

19. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies and
gspecialized agencies attended the session as observers: Food and
Agriculture Organization, International Labour Orgenization,
International Telecommunication Union, United Nations Centre for
social Development and Humenitarian Affairs (Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs), United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, United Nations Development Programme,
United Nations Disaster Relief Office, United Nations Bducational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, United Nations Environment
Programme, United Nations Information Centre, United Nations
Secretariat (New York) United Wations Industrial Development
Organization, United Nations Fund for Population Activities.

20. The following regional and intergovernmental organizations
attended the session as observers: Arab Centre for Studies of Arid
szones and Dry Lands, Arab Industrial Development Organization, Arab
Ingtitute for Training and Research in Statistics, Arab Labour
Organization, Arab Orgenization for Stendardization and Metrology,
Arab Telecommunications Union, European Community, League of Arab
States, Orgenization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries,

World Federation of Trade Unions.

2l. The Commission adopted the proposals contained in document
L/ECWA/136 for the organization of its work and entrusted the
Chairman in consultation with the Executive Secretary, with the
organization of the schedule of meetings and the sequence in which
agenda items would be considered.

1/ TFor the names of the participants in the session, see
document L/ECWA/INF. 31/Rev.l.
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22, Under article 4 of the commission's terms of reference, the
following States Members of the United Nations: Argentina; Austria;
Belglium; Cenada; Denmark; France; German Democratic Republic;
Germany, Federal Republic of; Hungary; India; Italy; Libya; Morocco;
the Netherlesnds; Tunisia; the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsg
the United Kingdom; and the United States of America participated in
a consultative capacity in the work of the ninth session.
Switzerland also participated in the meetings in the same capacity.

23, At its second meeting, the Commigsion unanimously elected

His Excellency Mr, Thamer Razuki, Minister of Finance, and Acting
Minister of Plauning of the Republic of Iraq, as Chairman; Mr. Khaled
Jumblatt, Minister of Economy and Trade of the Lebanese Republic and
Mr. Yassin Said Na'amen, Deputy Minister of Planning of the People's
Democratic Repubiic of Yemen, as Vice-Chairmen; and Mr. Ahmed Salim
Ahmed, & member of the delegation of Qatar, as Rapporteur for the
session.

24, TIn accordance with rule 11 of the provisional rules of procedure
of the Commission, the officers of the Commission examined the
credentials of representatives to the session and found them to be

in order.

B. Agenda

25, At its second meeting, the Commission adopted the following
agenda after agreeing to a proposal to add a new item following item 7
in document E/ECWA/135 under the heading "Study of the effects of the
natural disaster which has befallen Democratic Yemen as s result of
torrential rainfell':

1. Opening of the session

2. Election of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda (E/ECWA/135, E/ECWA/135/Add.1)
4. Organization of work (E/ECWA/136)

5. Invitation of States Members of the United Nations not
members of the Commission to participate in a consultative
capacity in the ninth sesgsion of the Commission (E/ECWA/137
eand Rev., 1 and Rev, 2)

6. Report on the activities of the Commission

(a) Progress made in the implementation of the work
programme (E/ECWA/138, E/ECWA/138/Add.1l and Add.2)

(b) TFollow-up action on the resolutions of the Commission
(E/ECWA/139 and Add.1l)
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(c)

(a)

(e)
(£)

Follow-up action on the implementation of ECWA
resolution 27 (III) on the general gtudy of the
economic and social situation and potential of the
Pelestinian Arab people (E/ECWA/140)

Follow-up action on the implementation of ECWA
resolution 28 (III) on the census of the Palestinian
Arab people (E/ECWA/141)

Regional contribution to the World Assembly on
Aging (E/ECWA/155)

Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert
Committee on the Medium~term Plan for the period
1984~1989 (E/ECWA/142 Rev.l, B/ECWA/142/Add.1)’

Follow-up action at the regional level on United Nations
world conferences and ECWA regional meetings

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)
(e)
(£)

(8)
(h)

(1)

United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Inergy (E/ECWA/143)

United Naetions Conference on the Least Developed
Countries (B/ECWA/144)

Expert Group Meeting on lManagement, Conservation
and Development of Agricultural Resources in the
ECWA regilon E/ECWA/145)

Conference on International Migration in the Arab
World (E/ECWA/146)

Expert Group lMeeting on the Development of the
Petrochemical Industry in the LCWA Region (E/ECWA/147)

Expert Group lleeting on Identification of Projects
for Regional Co-operation in Capital Goods and Heavy
Engineering Industries (E/ECWA/148)

Ixpert Group Meeting on Foreign Trade and Industrial
Statistics (E/ECWA/149)

Expert Group Meeting on Feasible Forms of Economic
Co-operation and Integration in Western Asia
E/ECWA/150)

Seminar on Technology Policies in the Arab States
BE/ECWA/151)

Study of the effects of the natural disaster which has
befallen Democratic Yemen as a result of torrential
rainfall (E/ECWA/156)
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9. The financial status of the Commission's programmes and
the strengthening of the Financial Contributions Account

(a) The financial status of the Commission's programmes
E/ECWA/152 and Add, 2

(b) Statement on, and strengthening of, the Financial
Contributions Account (E/ECVA/152 Add. 1 and Add. 3.)

10. Co~operation emong developing countries (E/ECWA/153)

11. Decentralization of economic and social activities to,
and strengthening of, the regional commissions (E/ECWA/154)

12, Other business
13. Adoption of the Commission's report on its ninth session
(E/ECWA/157 and Rev.l).

C. Account of proceedings

26, The session was opened by His Excellency Mr. Taha Yassine Ramedan,
Pirst Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Iraq, who, on behalf
of His Ixcellency the President of the Republic of Iraq, welcomed the
holding of the ninth session of the Commission at Baghdad and wished
the Commission success at its new headquarters. He said that the
deteriorating international economic gituation posed a threat to
international peace and security. That situation was characterized
by a widening gap between the developing and the industrialized
countries and by growing disparity in the distribution of world income
and economic power. The imbalance posed a serious threat to future
international economic relations which would need to be restructured
in such a way as to guarantee the interests of the developing
countries. The industrialized countries should take urgent action

to curb such policies and to establish firm relations based on justice
and equity. He stressed the need for a new policy to govern
international trade and world financial and monetary policies with

a view to safeguarding the interests of the developing countries and
accelerating their economic development. Ireq was committed to
General Assembly resolution 34/138 concerning global economic
negotiations and was ready to work with the Group of 77 for its
implementation. In the field of economic co-operation, Iraq had
signed in 1979 and 1980 twenty-two economic co-operation agreements
with Asien end African countries and had provided considerable
amounts of aid, representing about 4 per cent of its GNP for other
developing countries. Iraq would have provided even more aid had

it not been for the war imposed on the country since September 1980
as one more example of the attempts by imperialism to obstruct the
course of economic development in the countries of the Third World.

-13-



27. The Conference of the Group of 77 which was held at Caracas,
Venezuela in Illarch 1981 was & landmark in the history of co-operation
emong developing countries. The Seventh Summit Conference of Heads
of States and Governments of the Non-Aligned Countries to be held in
September 1982, would no doubt produce positive results which would
have a far~reach1n9 influence on internstional relations in general
and econemic relations in particular. Referring to the topics for
discussion, he said that action to exploit the available capabilities
of the countries of the region, in particular in the spheres of
agriculture and industry, and action to improve skills and
productivity should be given the highest priority. In that connexion,
member countries should take advantage of the expertise and potential
of the ECWA secretariat. He once again welcomed the Commission's
relocation to its new headquarters in Baghdad, reaffirming the
readiness of his country to do its utmost to facilitate its work

as a major instrument for development in the region.

28. H.E, Mr, Fuad Keed Muhammed, Minister of Development of the
Yemen Areb Republic and Chairman of the eighth session, thanked

the Government of Iraq for its generous hospitality and wished it
every success in its effort to further justice and development. He
welcomed the perticipants and reviewed the developments that had
taken place in the region since the eighth session at Sena'a. He
then referred to the Second Yemen International Development
Conference held in Sena'e in the previous month and which had been
attended by representatives of Arab and other friendly countries,
Arab and international funds and international organizetions
concerned with economic and social development issues. IHe thanked
ECWA for helping to prepare that Conference and wished the
Commission success in its new headquarters in Baghdad so that it
might carry out the tasks entrusted to it with greater effectiveness.

29. The message of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to the ninth session was read out by
the Executive Secretary. The Secretary-General thanked the
Government of Iraq for its co—operatlon and for the generous help

it had extended to facilitate the relocation of the offices of

the Commission's secretariat to Baghded. The work of the Commission
would experience new impetus as o result of the transfer which would
inaugurate & new phase in the services of ECWA to its member States.
He also thanked the Government of Lebanon for the hospitality it had
accorded the Commission at its temporary hesdquarters.

30, The current world economic crisgis could have extremely grave
consequences. Economic tensions at the international level could
lead to an aggravation of political conflicts. It was necessary for
Governments to take urgent and concerted action to reverse those

14~




trends and to utilize fully the capacities and potential of the
United Nations, and of the regional commissions in particular. It
was his earmest hope that this would lead to the success of the
global negotiations in solving the fundamental problems of the
world economy. The substantive problems that the negotiations
were required to address were too urgent for the global
negotiations to be repeatedly postponed. Delays would only
increase uncertainty which would further erode the prospects

for economic recovery and structural change., He called attention
to the important issues before the Commission at the present
segsion, such as follow-up action on the Paris Conference on the
Least Developed Countries and on the Nairobi Conference on New
and Renewable Sources of Energy. He commended the past efforts of
the Commission, particularly in the field of the development of
agricultural resources, the identification of fields for regional
co-operation in capital goods and heavy engineering industries,
and the development of economic co-operation in the region.

31. The Executive Secretary of the Commission then made a
statement which he began by welcoming His Excellency Mr. Taha
Yassine Ramadan, First Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of
Iraq, who had graciously opened the session. He expressed his
deep gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Iraq for its
continuous support of the Commission and thanked the Government

of Lebanon for the help it had afforded the Commission in the
past, He reviewed the developments that had taken place in the
region during the previous year and indicated the most of the
problems confronting the world today were & result of an ailing
world economic situation. The world economy was facing a severed
crisis which was affecting both the developed and the developing
world, including the countries of the ECWA region. That crisis was
characterized by inflation and high interest rates coupled with
stagnation and unemployment in the industrialized countries. That
gituation had aggravated the difficulties encountered by the
developing countries, in particular the non-oil-producing and
least developed countries, in financing their imports, especially
of capital goods required for their development. Reduced oil
revenues would also have grave consequences for the development
potential of the entire region., Although those developments would
directly affect the oil-producing countries, they might prove to
be more serious for the non-oil-producing and least developed
countries of the region because of reduced financial assistance.

32, The Cancun Summit had met the year before in the hope that
agreement could be reached on a new round of global negotiations
to decide upon long-term goals regarding a number of vital issues
such as the establishment of a New Intermational Economic Order.

-15-



33. The Secretary-General of the United Nations was convinced
that the regional commissions should be the focal points for the
social and economic development activities of the United Netions;
hence the major role of the ECWA secretariat in strengthening
regional co-operation and in providing aeppropriate support for
member States participating n international negotiations.

34. The United Netions Conference on the Least Developed Countries,
held in September 1981, had adopted a Substential New Programme of
Action in favour of the least developed countries for the present
decade, thus marking yet another stage in North-South relations.

35. He then reviewed the progress made in the region during the

pest decade, pointing out how importent it was for the oil-producing
countries to tackle the problems related to the diversification of
their economies with a view to reducing their dependence on oil and
creating other income generating activities. He described some of

the activities undertaken by ECWA in the past year and touched briefly
on its plans for the future and the policies underlying its

programme priorities.

36. He indicated that the results of global negotiations for the
establishment of a New International Economic Order depended on
many factors and parties. Some progress had been made in economic
co-operation in the ECWA region. The implementation of the
International Development Strategy and the Substential New Programme
of Action in favour of the least developed countries in the region
depended to a great extent on the efforts of each &nd every member
State of the Commission. The ECWA secretariat was determined to
contribute to the implementation of the Strategy and the Programme.

37. The representatives of FAO, the Arab Industrial Development
Orgenization, the European Community, UNIDO, the World Federation
of Trede Unions, ITU, ILO, UNDP, UNCTAD, and the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarien Affairs (United Wations Department

of International Economic and Social Affairs) made statements in
which they thanked the Commission for inviting them to the session
end said that their organizations were ready to co-operate with
ECWA, each in its sphere of competence. The representative of
the Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-~operation also made a statement. The representative of the USSR made a
statement.
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1l. Report on the activities of the Commission
(Azenda item 6)

(a) Progress made in the implementation of
the work programme

38, In introducing this item ol the agenda, the IExecutive Secretary
drew attention to document E/ECVA/138 (and Add. 1 and 2) which
reviewed the progress achieved in the implementation of the work
programme during the year 198l. He said that the Commission's

work programme covered two important fields: +the field of

research, studies and meetings and the field of technical
co=operation.

39, With regard to research and studies, document E/ECVA/138 showed
the different levels of performance of the various programmes
depending on the availability of professional staff and other
relevant factors affecting the work, although the basgic element
which, in most cases, determined the extent of implementation

was the availability of staff, i.e. the vacancy situation in the
Commission., In gpite of vacant posts, the 1980-~1981 programme
performance rates were generally satisfactory if account was
taken of the number of meetings held during that period. The
secretariat was collaborating with the competent department of
the United Uations with a view to remedying the vacancy situation
and hoped that its endeavours would prove fruitful during the
current year 1982,

40, VWith regard to technical co-operation during 1981, the

Ixecutive Secretary nobted that the level of performance was

similar to that of 1980. During the year, work had begun on

the project "Regional Training Programme for the Development

of Industrial Technological Capacities in Petroleum-Based Industries”,
which was funded by UNDP and congiderable progress had been made

in the preparations for the establishment of an Arab Institute for
Banking and Financial Studies.

41, One representative commended the efforts of ECWA to execute
ULiDP projects requested by member States, particularly since UIDP
was to determine its country indicative planning figures next
month. He supported the project to set up a regional institute
for banking and financial studies, a truly worthy project that
would serve the national economies of member States.

42, Another representative pointed out that his country had been
receiving schedules of training programmes too late in most cases
to benefit from the courses offered.

43. The Executive Secretary comnented on the establishment of

a training institute for banking, saying that LCWA had received
funds for studying the project from UNDP, the Arab llonetary Fund
and other sources. As soon as the preliminary work was over, the
project would reach an integrated stage, making it possible to
obtain UNDP funds for its execution. If necesgsary, the subject
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would be put before the member States at the coming session.
Pinally, ECWA vwas ready to co-operate with specialized organizations
such as IIO in matters related to training.

(b) TFollow=~up action on the resolutions of the Commission

44, The secretariat introduced documents E/ECWA/139 and
E/ECWA/139/Add.1 containing a brief account of aciion taken to
implement the resolutions adopted by the Commission at the eighth
and other previous sessions. During his review of the endeavours
made by the United Nations to improve working conditions at ECUA,
the Executive Secwetary referred to the deéep concern expressed by
the Secretary~General of the United Nations regarding the need to
egtablish a United Nations international school at Baghdad. Ie

gaid that he fully shared that concern., The establishment of the
schiool would be a fundamental factor in the gtability of the ECWA
gecretariat staff., He would be giving due priority to that matter
and, in the near future, would be holding & series of consultations
with the competent authorities in the member States and at United Nations
Headquarters with a view to the provision of the facilities and
requirements needed to implement the school project as soon as
possible., IHe expressed the hope that the necessary response would
be forthcoming in that respect so that the school could be opened at
the beginning of the next academic year.

45. The representative of Iraq provided a number of clarifications
concerning the measures taken by the Government of Traq to

facilitate the transfer of the Commission to its permanent headquarters
at Baghdad, He said that the temporary headquarters had been

equipped and prepared and was ready for use., The permanent headquarters
vas one of the projects which the Government of f)aq was diligently
endeavouring to complete in the required form in due course., The
Executive Secretary remarked that the Govermnment of Iraq had made
every endeavour and had provided every available facility to prepare
the LCWA headquarters, in agreement with the United Nations
Secretariat, and he once again expressed its gratitude

to the Government. He sgtated that the gtandard of tuition at the
international school must be comparable to academic standards at

the other international schools in llew York, Geneva and Vienna.

He said that the expert assigned to plan the school curriculum

had visited Baghdad twice for consultations in this regard.

46, A draft resolution on this subject was submitted by Lebanon,
The United Arab Emirates and Yemen %E/ECWA/IX/L 4), The Commission
unanimously acopted the resolution. (For the text,see chapter IV,
resolution 110/IX).

(c) Tollow-up action on the im 1ementatlon of ECWA resolution
e economic and socla
gituasion and potential of fhe Palestinian Arap people

47. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/140 containing
a brief account of the uactivities that it had undertaken following
the adoption by the Commission of resolution 88(VIII) pursuant to
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regolution 27 (III). The Ixecutive Secretary said that that
resolution had been the subject of extensive discussions at
LECWA, At a number of previous meetings, the Commission had
already submitted a detailed acoount of action taken in that
regpect, and had explained the difficulties encountered in the
completion of that study. It had finally been agreed that
"TEAII International", an engineering and management consultancy
firm, would complete the study in six stages covering a period
of 16 months. IHowever, the working group responsible for
carrying out the study had recently requested that the period
be extended for a further six months. ECWA had no objection
to that, subJect to approval by the Palestine Liberation
Organization., The representative of the PLO replied that,
under the present circumstances, his Organization had no
objection to the extension.

8. Draft resolution IB/INCWA/IX/L.2, sponsored by Democratic Yemen,
Iraq, Jordan, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, was submitted to the
Commiggion and which vas unanimously adopted. (For the text
of the resolution, see chapter IV, resolution 108 (IX), :

49, The representative of the PLO said that his Orgainzation's
participation in the session was particularly significant in

view of the circumstances facing the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories as a result of their heroic and unprecedented
stands, their continual uprisings, their rejection of Israeli
occupation and the so-called autonomy, and their insistance on
their right to return, to self-determination and to the establishment
of their independent State under the leadership of the Palestine
Liberation Organizaiion, in spite of the continuous aggression to
vhich they are exposed (both within and outside the occupied
territories). He thanked the secretariat for its endeavours to
succegsfully complete the study, and the Govermment of Qatar for
contributing to its financing. '

(a) Tollow—up action on the implementation of ECWA resolution
28(LTI) on the census of Tthe Palegtinian Arab people

50, The secretariat introduced document E/ECVA/141 on this subject.
The Iixecultive Secretary stressed that ECWA had, in effect, taken

a number of important steps and had proposed the following three
alternatives to the PLO to choose the one which it deemed mos®t
appropriate for implementation after the necessary funds had

been provided:
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(1) The Economic Commission for Western Asia would continue
to agsume resgponsibility for implementation of the census,
and the PLO would help to overcome the obstacles impeding
attempts to secure information from those Arab couniries
which had conducted population censusges. In such a case,
work would be carried out either on the basis of the
agreement previously reached in connection with the
gharing of work with the Palestiniean Central Statistics
Bureau or on the bagis that ECWA would collect information
on Pelestinians wherever they reside.

(ii) The PLO would collect the gtatistical data on the basis of
technical guidelines agreed with the Commission. This
data would then be supplied to the Commigsion which would
prepare it in its final form.

(iii) The PLO would assume responsibility for the implementation
of the project and would draw:upon the assistance of the
technical expertise available to the Commission, in the
same way as technical asgsistance was provided at the request
of any member State. If this alternative were to be adopted,
it was estimated that about US $ 50,000 would be needed to
cover the expenses of technical advice to be provided from
outgide the Commission, in addition to the technical
services to be provided, free of charge, from within the
Commission.,

The PLO had chosen the third alternative under which the PLO
(the Palestinian Central Statistics Bureau) would assume responsibility
for the implementation of the census project.

51. The respresentative of the Palestine Liberaition Organization
confirmed the statement of the Executive Secretary.

52. Draft resolution E/ECWA/IX/L.3 on the Census of the Palestinian
Arab people, sponsored by Democratic Yemen, Iragq,

Qatar and Yemen was submitted to the Commission by which

it wes adopted unanimously. (For the text of the resolution,

see chapter IV, resolution 109 (IX).

(e) Regional contribution to the World Assembly on Aging

53. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/155 setting forth
the developments on this gubject within the context of the

United Ilations. At its thirty-third session, the General Assembly
had decided, under resolution 33/52, to organize, in 1982, a World
Assembly on Aging. The Agsembly was to be held in Vienna in June 1982.
The document contained a brief analysis of trends in the situation
of the aging in the ECWA region and of the various devélopmental

and humanitarian issues facing that section of the population. It
also contained guidelines and recommendations representing the
regional contribution to the World Assembly on Aging and which would
be taken into consideration when establishing the International plan
of Action which vas expected to be adopted by the Agssembly in favour
of the elderly. The guidelines and recommendations concentrated on
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a number of issueg such as research, data collection, assistance
for elderly Palestiniansg, the relationship between aging and
development, health and its effect on aging, social security
schemes, education, the family, sociael welfare, housing, urban
planning and institutional care.

54, The United Arab Imirates, Oman and Yemen submitted a draft
resolution on this subject (E/ECWA/IX/L.5). It was unanimously
adopted by the Commission. (For the text of the resolution,
see chapter IV, resolution 111 (IX).

(£f) Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert Committee
on the NMedium—term Plan

55. The secretariat introduced documents E/BECWA/142 and
E/BCWA/142/Add.1s The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee introduced
the Committee's report on its meeting held during the period

9 to 12 May 1982 (E/ECWA/142/Rev,l) and submitted draft resolution
BE/ECWA/IX/L.8 on the Medium~term Plan for the period 1984-1989.
After taking note of the financial implications (see Annex I),

the Commission unanimously approved the draft resolution. (For
the text of the resolution see chapter I, resolution 114 (IX),
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2. PFollow-up action at the regional level on United
Wations world conferences and ECWA regional meetings
(Agenda 1tem 7)

56, The Executive Secretary introduced this agenda item and
gave a brief review of the results of the regional meetings of
the Commission and the international conferences of the United
Nations that might have a bearing on the future work of the
Commission,

(a) United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy

57. The secretariat submitted, in document E/ECWA/143, a report
on this Conference held in Nairobi from 10 to 21 August 1981.

It contained a brief review of the recommendations of the
Conference and of proposed follow-up activities to be undertaken
by the ECWA secretariat in pursuance of the Nairobi Programme

of Action. The report concentrated on measures which should be
taken, in particular in the developing countries, to encourage
adoption of the technology required for the discovery of new
and renewable sources of energy and for their development and
exploitation in keeping with the results of the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development., The
report dealt with the preparatory work that ECWA had taken upon
itself in order to help to ensure the success of the Conference,
particularly with regard to the gathering of information on
activities relating to new and renewable sources of energy and
agsistance in the preparation of country papers. The report also
mentioned that ECWA had commissioned four senior consultants to
prepare technical reports on solar, wind, biomass and geothermel
energy. These reports contained studies on the state of the

art with regard to energy technology, on economic, environmental
and social aspects and on on-going programmes and their prospects
in the Arab world., The Commission had subsequently published
these reports in book form under the title New and Renewable
Energ¥ in the Arab World. In the course of 1its preparatory

wor. or e Nairo onference, the Commission had convened

a regional meeting at which regional and intermational experts
were invited to discuss the technical reports and country papers
end to revise the final text of the regional report prepared

by the Commission for submission to the Conference. The
Commission had, in addition, organized an informational seminar
with the aim of arousing the interest of Arab public opinion in
the subject through the use of modern communication media in
order to make it possible for those responsible for formulating
energy policies to pay greater attention to new and renewable
gources of energy when programming energy balances.
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58. A number of representatives of member States praised the
efforts undertaken by the Commission and requested the secretariat
to continue its activities in this field.

(b) United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries

59. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/144, containing

a report on this Conference held in Paris from 1 to 14 September
1981, It included proposed follow-up activities to be undertaken
by the ECWA secretariat at the regional level in pursuance of the
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA)
adopted by the Conference. The report spoke of the importarce

of the Conference which constituted the basis and foundation

of the SNPA for the 1980s., One of its most important results was
the identification of the main structural characteristics of the
least developed countries, and the establishment of the main goals
of the SNPA and of the national policies and measures necessary
in the fields of agriculture, food, human resources, social
development, natural resources, infrastructure and the environment.
It had also established the need to channel aid to bolster the
balance of payments situation in the least developed countries,
to increase their share in the aid and soft loans offered by
multilateral international agencies and to determine ways and
means for the provision of aid in order to enable them to

satisfy their basic needs for food and energy, to meet their
balance of payments difficulties and to overcome natural
disasters. The report went on to speak of arrangements for
implementation, follow-up and monitoring of these decisions at
the national, regional and global levels and of the tasks
devolving upon ECWA as a result of the Conference. The most
important of these tasks were: assistance in the preparation

for, and participation in, the meetings of the aid consultation
groups of Democratic Yemen and the Yemen Arab Republic; assistance
in the preparation for, and participation in, the review meetings
at the national level; preparation of relevant statistics and
periodic reports as inputs to the global review process;
collaboration with UNCTAD in the preparation of up-to-date
information on the least developed countries in the ECWA region;
participation in the meetings of the Intergovernmental Group

on the Least Developed Countries and preparation for the mid-
term and end-of-decade global review meetings.

-23-



60, One representative thanked the ECWA secretariat for helping
his country to prepare the country paper which was submitted to
the review meetings held in Vienna in March 1981 and the
ministerial meeting im Bangkok in September 1981, His country
expected the Commission to follow-up the execution of the
resolutions of that Conference and of the programme for the
19808 aimed at helping the least developed countries to overcome
their economic problems.

61, One representative said that, despite the results and
resolutions of the Conference, the emphasis should be on economic
and technical co-operation among all the developing countries.

The ECWA secretariat should focus on carrying out specific surveys
on designated aspects of such co-operation., It would be preferable
to concentrate efforts on practical activities, especially technical
training, which were of capital importance for the development

of those countries.

62, One representative thanked the ECWA secretariat for following
up the resolutions of that Conference and commended ECWA for
helping his country to prepare for and participate in the

review meetings which were held in Vienna, Geneve and Bangkok.

He hoped that ECWA would provide further help in following up the
resolutions of the Paris Conference and referred to the Development
Conference which was held in his country to discuss and review

the draft Second Five-Year Development Plan of Yemen as a
practical instrument for the promotion of regional co-operation,

(c) Expert Group Meeting on Management, Conservation
and Development of Agricultural Resources in the
BCWA Region

63. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/145 which
contained a brief account of the results of the Expert Group
Meeting on Management, Conservation and Development of
Agricultural Resources in the ECWA Region which had been held
Damascus in collaboration with FAO and ACSAD. The document
described the measures that would have to be taken to follow-up
the results of that meeting. It also reviewed the efforts of
the Commission in the fields of foodstuffs and agriculture

and described the studies and research projects on relevant
problems and issues. Those studies had led to a set of
recommendations addressed to the secretariat, to Governments
and to international organizetions proposing that agricultural

resources be surveyed and agriculiural land be classified according to

‘land-use capability, that policies be adopted and laws drafted on resource use
and that the relevant institutions be strengthened. Those recommendations
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also pertained to education, research, treining, communication,
documentation, media support and international and regional
co-operation., A meeting report had recently been published
summarizing its deliberations and discussions. The document
also reviewed some activities, such as the campaign against
desertification, which the secretariat intended to follow-up
in that area during the 1982-1983 biennium,

64. One representative said that the problems of desertification
and pastures were of considerable interest to his country. ECWA
had become an important centre for dealing with those issues.
However, due to the lack of experts and experience, co-ordination
was essential between ECWA and other organizations active in

that field if duplication and waste were to be avoided., The
Executive Secretary said that the idea was sound and that it

was imperative to bring together all the experts in that field
because there were so few of them., He proposed that Governments
should make known their views in that respect so that the
Commission and other organizations could take those views into
account, The campaign against desertification merited further
attention, given its direct influence on food security.

65, With a view to saving money and effort, another speaker
urged full co-ordination between ECWA and other regionsal
organizations and Arab League organizetions engaged in the

same field., The representative of the secretariat answered that
ECWA had standing ties of co-operation with both international
and Arab League organizations such as ACSAD.

66. Another representative pointed out that the Arab countries
were co-ordinating with each other; for example, Bahrain and
Iraq were co-operating in the fields of agriculture and
desertification. He called for a special study to be made on
desert reforestation and invited member States to take advantage
of the experience gained in that field by countries such as
Egypt and Iraq,

(d) Conference on International Migration in the
Arab World

67. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/146, containing
a short report on this Conference,held in Nicosia in May 1981,
and on the importance of migration for Arab development. The
report stated that the remittances of workers to countries
exporting labour made a significant contribution tc the economy
of those countries, representing about 40 per cent of the net
domestic product in some cases. The representative of the
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secretariat steted that Arab migration among countries of the
region did not constitute intermational migration in the

precise sense of the term since it helped to promotethe economic
and socio-cultural integration of those countries. It was also
stated in the report that it was not surprising that the work of
ECWA in the population field was centred on the subject of
migration and that the Commission had held a large regional
conference devoted to that subject in co~-operation with regional
and international organizations, in particular the Arab Labour
Organization and the International Labour Organisation. The
Conference had brought together representatives of States and
regional and international experts and 36 working papers had
been presented on various fields of specia.ization. ‘'he studies
addressed themselves to various important aspects of population
migration and regional manpower resources. They will be
published in book form by the Commission in the near future and
will be a basic source of reference for workers in this domain.

68, A number of representatives then spoke of the importance of
migration for international development. One representative
called attention to the fact that his country had established a
ministry with special responsibility for migration. He said

that the subject of migration should be studied in all its
economic, social and political aspects. He then proposed that
another conference should be convened to follow-up the work of

the Nicosia Conference and in which States of the region and their
experts could participate in the study of all aspects of migration
and create a suitable climate for the encouragement of migration
among those States., The Executive Secretary indicated that the
subject was one of importance for countries of origin and host
countries alike and must therefore be further examined in the
course of deliberations on the Commission's forthcoming Medium=-
term Plan,

69. One representative stated that his country was currently
suffering from internal migration and from external migration
towards countries outside the ECWA region and had therefore
become both a country of origin and a host country for manpower
resources., He requested that the secretariat of the Commission
organize conferences on specific subjects relating to migration,
such as the brain drain, and co-ordinate the policies of member
States with a view to reducing inconsistencies in the laws in
force.
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70. One representative made a number of observations on the
migration of Arab manpower, He said that such transfers of
manpower among Arab countries did not constitute migration in
the general sense of the term, but were a natural movement of
Arab manpower from one part of the Arab homeland to another in
accordance with requirements., He then spoke of the Arab brain
drain away from the Arab homeland and said that it represented
the basic problem requiring solution in order to curtail
migration. Better working conditions should be provided and
levels of income raised in order to secure a degree of stability
for the individual citizen and, in particular, a work-force

of a high standard such as was needed for the economic and
social development process in the regiomn.

71, Another representative said that the problem of the
movement of labour among the Arab countries had been discussed
at a number of sessions of the Arab Economic and Social Council
and a resolution had been adopted requesting the League of Arab
States to contact countries of origin and host countries with
the object of formulating a draft convention to regulate-the
movement of labour within the Arab homeland. The Arab brain
drain problem had also been discussed and a resolution adopted
requesting the League to convene a meeting bringing together
its own experts and those of UNESCO with migrants in order to
identify those problems preventing their return to the Arab
homeland. A unit had been set up within the League to gather
informetion on migrants. He concluded by calling attention to
the need for co-ordination between ECWA and the League of Arab
States in these fields so that the same problems would not be
studied by a number of different bodies which might not arrive
at the same conclusions and the same solutions., The secretariat
expressed its readiness to step-up its co-operation with the
League of Arab States and with other institutions engaged in
this important field.

(e) IExpert Group Meetin§ on the Development of the
etrochemcia ndustry in e HCW eglon
72. The secretariat submitted document E/ECWA/147, containing
a brief review of the Expert Group Meeting on the Development of
the Petrochemical Industry in the ECWA Region held in Vienna
in 1981. The document outlined the activities undertaken by
the secretariat after this meeting, including the establishment
of an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Development of the
Petrochemical Industry in the ECWA Region. Its terms of reference

were drawn up so as to include various means for effective
co-operation among regional, national and international agencies
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concerned with the development of the petrochemical industry

in the Arab States, and the role and responsibilities of the
parties concerned were defined, That involved determining the
support that could be expected from each agency, the means
necessary to determine their obligations, the drawing up of

a list of priorities for those studies it had been decided to
conduct at the present stage and the elaboration of a timetable
for future activities., The secretariat had undertaken, in
keeping with the recommendations of the Ixpert Group Meeting,
to take preliminary steps to encourage the establislment of
gelected regional industrial projects. The Executive Secretary
said that co-operation in that field among a number of Arab

and international organizations had been useful; the Commission
had prepared a number of projects which were ready for implement-
ation and it was now up to Governments to decide on them.

73, One representative said that his country was concerned with
that subject because it was a producer of chemicals and
petrochemicals. He asked the secretariat to prepare studies,
either on its own or in collaboration with other States, to
encourage the marketing of those products in both member and
non-member countries., ECWA should also help to prepare the
necesgsary studies on the training of technical staff indigenous

to the region and should co-operate and co~ordinate its activities
with specialized regional orgenizations such as the Arab Federation
of Chemical Fertilizer Producer and the Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development., The representative of the secretariat
said that the major study for the coming biennium would be

carried out in collaboration with Arab organizations and would
focus on the petrochemical complex oriented mainly to Arabd

markets. The secretariat had already submitted a training

project for the petrochemical industries and had obtained funds from
the Interim Fund for Science and Technology for Development (IFSTD). Its
execution would begin at the end of the present year. Other projects

under consideration would also be financed from the same source.

(f) Expert Group Meeting on Identification of Progects
Tor Regional Co-operation in capital GoodsS an
Heavy gineering lndustries

T4. The representative of the secretariat introduced document
E/ECWA/148, which described briefly the proceedings of the
Expert Group Meeting on Identification of Projects for Regional
Co-operation in Capital Goods and Heavy Ingineering Industries
held at Vienna in 198l. The background papers prepared by the
ECWA secretariat contained a number of exploratory studies on
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telephone and electricity cables, electronic telephone exchanges,
telephone equipment, electricity turbines, generators and
transformers. Papers had also been prepared on project financing,
marketing, technology development and standardization. Referring
to a number of primary and secondary criteria for the selection
of regional projects, the meeting called for the establishment

of joint Arab regional manufacturing industries for the
production of electronic telephone exchanges, electricity
transformers and telephone cables. As part of the follow-up

to the Vienna meeting, ECWA intended to hold consultative
meetings on specific subjects, to which interested organizations
would be invited.

75. One representative spoke on the development of the
petrochemical and refining industries in the ECWA region. He
proposed that the industrialized countries open up their markets
to the region's petrochemcial and refined products and barter
their advanced technology for oil. There should be full
industrial co-ordination and integration in the petrochemcial
and refining industries in the region so as to avoid duplication
and wastage of the intensive capital that those industries
demanded. The Ixecutive Secretary pointed out that the Commission
had tried to obtain the viewpoints of different parties such as
OPEC and a number of Arab and international organizations in the
interest of earnest and serious follow-up., The Commission was
trying to get the EEC to co-operate in bringing about the barter
arrangement proposed above,

76, The representative of the Arab Industrial Development
Organization said that his organization had carried out
specialized studies on the engineering and capital goods
industries and was now carrying out a number of studies on
industrial development. His organization was prepared to
co-operate with BECWA in those fields and especially in expanding
the major studies submitted by ECWA so as to cover all Arab
countries. He commended the serious efforts of ECWA to achieve
a qualitative leap forword in the industrial development of the
countries of the region. The capital goods industry should use
locally produced intermediate materials so as to avoid hazardous
dependence on the outside world for supplies; the production of
intermediate materials, however, would face the problem of high
production costs, even where the size of the market was not
insubstantial, because the advanced countries had a monopoly
over basic primary materials and technology. Moreover, a
concerted effort was needed to increase and develop the
negotiating capabilities of the developing countries in general
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and the States of the region in particular so that they would
be in & position to bargain for and obtain reasonable prices
for technology and intermediate materials from the more
developed producer countries.

77T. Observers from a number of international and regional
organizations expressed the readiness of their organizations
to co-operate with ECWA in this area.

78. One representative then commented on the lack of training
in the petrochemical production sector as reported by the
Commission, stating that Irag's capabilities in chemical
engineering exceeded its needs and that countries with a lack
in this sector were welcome to benefit from those capabilities,
He urged the exchange of expertise and stressed the need for
the preparation of seminars to discuss the details of those
matters, particularly in the ECWA region. The representative of
the secretariat said that the subject would be taken into
consideration so as to enable other countries to benefit from
it in the context of regional co-operation,

(g) Expert Group lMeeting on Foreign Trade and
Ingus%riaI §¥a¥is¥ics

79. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/149 containing
a brief review of the recommendations adopted at the Expert
Group lleeting on Foreign Trade and Industrial Statistics held in
Amman in September 1981. The secretariat explained that foreign
trade was the principal determinant of economic activity in the
Arab World although the extent of its effect was unknown since
statistical means were unable to define that effect, This also
applied to industrial statistics which were far from being
exact and were confined to major industrial enterprises, It
was therefore necessary to establish principles to broaden the
Scope and unify the concepts of those statistics so that
comparisons could be made with countries of the external world,
The Meeting had reviewed ten papers prepared by consultants to
the Commission and the United Nations Statistical Office, The
discussions had centred around national practices in the field
of foreign trade and industrial statistics, similarities and
discrepancies between countries and difficulties facing
statistical organizations in that respect. The Meeting had
produced a number of important recommendations.
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80. One representative emphasized the importance of
establishing a scientific basis on which the countries of

the region could rely in the compilation of their foreign

trade and industrial statistics since the availability of
statistics was a fundamental requirement for the formulation

of financial and trade policies and development plans in every
country of the region. He indicated that the dissimilarity

in customs tariff regulations in the region was the reason for
the contradictory statistics concerning the classification of
commodities. Those regulations should therefore be standardized.

8l, Another representative stressed the importance of foreign
trade statistics based on scientific principles. He supported
the proposal of the secretariat to hold a workshop for customs
officers and statisticians in the last quarter of 1983 which
would also be attended by specialists from the winistries of
foreign trade which formulate the policy tobeimplemented by the
customs departments. He supported the proposal to organize a
regional training workshop in industrial statistics in the first quarter

ef 1983, ‘

82, A representative proposed that those meetings and studies
should include statistics on the banking sector in view of its
close relationship with foreign trade. The secretariat endorsed
the remarks of the representatives while indicating that foreign
trade statistics did not include statistics on the banking sector
gince they were concerned with the quantities of commodities
imported by each country and did not deal with financing
operations. The banking sector had its own gspecial statistics.

(h) Expert Group Meeting on Feasible Forms of
Economic Co-operation and Integration in
Western Asia

83. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/150 containing

a report on the work and recommendations of the Expert Group
Meeting on Feasible Forms of Economic Co-operation and Integration
in Western Asia, held in Beirut in December 1981. This Meeting
had been prepared in consultation with the League of Arab States,
the Council of Arab Economic Unity, the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development and a number of the regional organizations
concerned, Particular care had been taken to ensure the
participation of experts from outside the region by inviting
international organizations such as UNCTAD, the World Bank, the
United Nations regional commissions and regional economic
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groupings from the developing countries, such as the Andean
Group and the Association of South-East Asian Nations, as

well as those from the developed countries such as the European
Economic Community. The Meeting had produced a number of
recommendations and proposals in which emphasis was placed on
the need to establish a long-term regional strategy, to
co-ordinate national economic policies, to adopt a flexible
approach in order to ensure the success of endeavours and
measures aimed at co-operation and integration, and to
concentrate on sectoral and sub-regional planning, especially
in manpower training and scientific research activities. The
Meeting had also stressed the need to review the experience of
joint ventures and to avoid duplication in the activities of the
various regional organizations operating in the field of economic
co-operation,

84, One representative requested that this matter be approached
in a comprehensive manner that would include not only the ECWA
countries but also the other Arab States, in full co-operation
and co-ordination with the organizations established by the
League of Arab States. He also requested that the Commission
continue to follow-up these recommendations by submitting them
to all the organizations and institutions concerned so that

they could benefit therefrom.,

85, A number of observers took part in the debate, commended

the success achieved at that leeting and proposed that co-operation
between their organizations and the Commission be developed in

the light of the latest developments.

86, Another representative spoke of the need to follow-up the
recommendations adopted at that Meeting and to ensure co-ordination
with Arab, regional and international bodies, institutions and
organizations in the study of economic integration., He proposed
that the studies and surveys prepared for the Meeting should be
assembled in & gingle volume in Arabic and English for
distribution among member States so that national institutions

and bodies could benefit therefrom.

87. Another representative commended ECWA's concern for

"bottom-top" co-operation when discussing and studying
co-operation among States members of the Commission.
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88, The Executive Secretary indicated that the Commission
was endeavouring to integrate its efforts in this field with
the Arab and intermational organizations concerned.

(i) Seminar on Technology Policies in the
Arab States

89, The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/151 containing
a brief review of the work of the Seminar on Technology
Policies in the Arab States, held in Paris in December 1981 in
co—operation with UNESCO that a number of representatives of
States members of ECWA attended, as did a number of opbservers
and eminent personalities, The Seminar centered on a number
of studies and papers on important subjects such as the
experience of the Andean group of countries in the development
of engineering consultative services, the role played by
consultative, engineering and design institutions in India

in the development, adaptation and transfer of technology, the
experience of Iraq in the transfer of technology, the experience
of Algeris and Moroecco in the transfer of technology and its
effect on employment, the role of technological institutions
in the development of the iron and steel industry in Egypt and
the strategy adopted by transnational corporations with regard
to their foreign investments.

90, One representative pointed out that the two parts of
Yemen did not have at their disposal specialized centres for
the transfer and application of technology. His country needed
to establish such a centre to guide decision-making relating

to the technology in use in various sectors of the national
economy and requested the benefit of the services of ECWA and
of the experience of States of the region in that connection,

91. Another representative then commended the ECWA project

for the training of specialists in technology policies in the
region., He added that Yemen could participate in the training
programmes through the competent ministries. He wondered

whether it would be possible to study the development of
technology in various fields peculiar to the developing countries.

92, Commenting on the foregoing, the Executive Secretary said

that the Commission was grateful to UNESCO for helping to prepare
and organize that important gathering and also to the Government
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of the Netherlands which had financed it., The important issue
was not the transfer of technology, which would not solve the
problem, but the development of a technology specially adopted
to the region, ECWA was prepared to extend assistance to
member countries, particularly the least developed countries,

in preparing their country papers for seminars and conferences
on scientific and technological matters, He pointed out that
ECWA had begun to implement practical projects financed by

the IFSTD Fund in Vienna. The important thing was not to
issue reports and recommendations on the subject of science

and technology, but rather to take practical steps towards,
progress in that domain, He concluded by saying that considerable
importance was attached to the subject of science and technology
in the Commission's medium-term plan.

3¢ Study of the effects of the natural disaster

which has befsllen Democratic Yemen as a result

of torrential rainfall (Agenda item 8)

93, This item was introduced by the Secretariat in document
E/ECWA/156 which contained a report prepared by the Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator on the
preliminary findings on the situation resulting from floods
that affected the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen during
1982, The Executive Secretary announced to the Commission that
the information available to him on this natural disaster from
on-gite inspection of the afflicted districts made it clear
that an extensive area was affected and that the torrential
rainfall had caused loss of human life and of livestock, in
addition to severe damage to irrigation installations,
agriculture and public works in all of those districts. The
Government had estimated the total damage at about 330 million
Yemeni Dinars, or $ 960 million, It had received immediate
agssistance from Governments and from international and regional
organizations, led by the teams dispatched by the Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, the Food and
Agriculture Organization and the World Food Programme, In
spite of the assistance received, the situation called for
even greater efforts to be made in order to ensure a sufficient
flow of international financial and material assistance to
enable the stricken country to overcome the difficulties caused
by the ruinous disaster which had befallen it and to help it

to recover its productive capacity.
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94, The representative of Democratic Yemen then spoke of the
importance of the ninth session. He said that his country
regarded ECWA as one of the major centres within the United
Nations in the field of economic and social development and
that it was incumbent on the States of the region to act

in concert with its activities and efforts. He went on

to speak of the disaster which had overtaken his country,
saying that it had been on such a scale as to nullify an
important part of the economic and social development plan
and to cause a reallocation of available resources to absorb
the burdens imposed by the emergency situation and to rebuild
economic institutions., He appealed to the States of the region
and to the intermational community to contribute towards
reconstruction. Doubtless, the recommendation formulated by
the present gathering would influence the response to that
appeal., He thanked the Arab and other States and the Arab
and international orgenizations whose speedy assistance had
greatly helped to ease the immediate burdens of the disaster.

95, The representative of the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator gave a detailed account of what
had occurred in Democratic Yemen. PFPhotographs had been
received by satellite and examined by officials of the Office;
they confirmed the information contained in the report of the
Executive Secretary., He then spoke of the efforts of the
Government to mount rescue operations and said that the country
had demonstrated its capacity to face up to disaster in spite
of the lack of necessary resources, He spoke of the loss that
would accrue to the production plan and the deficit that would
be caused in the balance of payments, The coming harvest would
at best produce one half of its previous yield., He then spoke
of assistance provided by Governments and internmational
organizations, It had at first been difficult to begin relief
operations because of communications problems caused by the
floods. He then spoke of the steps that should be taken after
the emergency phase, namely reconstruction after destruction.

96, Another representative, referring to the scale of the
natural disaster in Democratic Yemen, described it as greater
than had at first been thought, particularly since it followed
the ruinous effects of torrential rainfall over a three-year
period which had destroyed dwellings and damaged the soil.

The extent of its effects could not yet be gauged because of
the difficulty of obtaining full information. He appealed to
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the countries of the region and to international organizations
to hasten to the aid of the southern part of Yemen and called
upon ECWA and the international community to co-operate with
the Governmment in meeting the demands of the emergency
reconstruction programme, In that connection, he introduced
draft resolution E/ECWA/IX/L.1l which was adopted unanimously

by the Commission. For the text of the resolution, see chapter
I resolution 107(IX).

4, The financial status of the Commission's
programmes and the strengthening of the Financial
Contributions Account (Agenda item 9)

97. The secretariat introduced documents E/ECWA/152 and Add.l,
Add.2 and Add.3 containing a detailed report on the financial
status of the Commission's programmes and the strengthening

of the Financial Contributions Account. The representative

of the secretariat pointed out that the economic difficulties
facing the world were reflected in the resources available to
ECWA to carry out its work programmes. The Secretary-General
of the United Nations, anxious to alleviate as far as possible
the financial difficulties of llember States, had adopted a
policy of zero growth in the general budget of the Organization
for the biennium 1982-1983, If economic circumstances remained
as they were, the Secretary-General would maintain the zero-
growth policy until the reasons for it were removed., A number
of United Nations financing agencies had seen a decrease in
actual and projected pledges which had directly affected the
sums granted to ECWA, The secretariat was exerting every possible
effort to fill all vacant posts at the Commission's new
headquarters in Baghdad in order to achieve higher standards of
implementation in its work programmes than in the past. It was
hoped, under the present circumstances, that States members of
ECWA would contribute to the Financial Contributions Account

in order to enable the Commission to transform its new
headquarters into a centre for economic and social development
in the region., The secretariat was grateful to the Govermment
of the Republic of Iraq for its substantial past and present
support for the Commission in the implementation of its work
programmes and to the Governments of the Netherlands and France
for their financial contributions to the implementation of some
important programmes. It also thanked the Govermment of Lebanon
for its warm hospitality and its assistance during the period
of the Commission's operation in Lebanon in spite of the
difficult circumstances in which that country found itself,
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98. In reply to a request for clarification from one of the
delegations, the Executive Secretary said that zero growth
meant that no additional financial appropriations would be
allocated to any United Nations programme, although the effects
of monetary inflation on basic resources would be taken into
consideration, It also meant that no new posts would be created,
He noted that some member States had not been attending the
meetings of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly.
Recalling that ECWA had been established 20 years or more after
other commissions, he said that application of the so-called
zero-growth policy to ECWA meant that it would not have access
to the resources obtained earlier by the other Commissions.

99, Commenting on the Executive Secretary's remark, a
representative said that the situation should be explained to

the delegations of member countries attending the I'ifth

Committee so that they could help the secretariat in its

efforts to obtain an equitable share of United Nations allocations.
He then thanked the Government of Lebanon for hosting the ECWA
headquarters in the past few years and invited the meeting to
thank the Government of Iraq for its efforts in setting up the
permanent headquarters of the Commission. A draft resolution

was submitted to that effect.

100, The representative of Qatar commended the efforts to
develop the extra-budgetary programmes of the Commission, which
enabled the secretariat to meet the needs of member States

for special programmes and technical consultancy services.

He then drew attention to the volume of aid and loans which
his country was providing for the developing countries and
announced that his country was donating $ 100,000 to the
Financila Contributions Account so that the programmes of the
Commission could continue to be implemented.

101, One representative pointed out that all contributions

and donations to the budget would be applied to programmes,
projects and consultancy services from which all member States
would benefit., He noted, however, that the Executive Secretary's
report on progress achieved in the implementation of the work
programme showed that about 14 programme elements

had not been implemented because of lack of staff., Thav
situation would have an adverse effect on the work of the
Commission.
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102, The Executive Secretary thanked the Government of Qatar
for its contribution to the Financial Contributions Account
and commented on the point raised by stating that he had
explained on several occasions why ECWA had not been able to
£ill some vacant rosts. He added that the important thing
was not to f£ill posts but to maintain the quality of the
present staff,

5. Co—-operation among developing countries
(Agenda item 10)

103, The secretariat submitted document E/ECWA/153, containing
a report on the Commission's activities undertaken in support
of economic and technical co-operation among developing
countries, The docunient reviewed research, meetings and
advisory services aimed at strengthening co-operation among
developing countries and achieving regional integration, It
summarized regional. arrangements for increasing co-ordination
and co-operation with regional organizations, ECWA had continued
its consultations and contacts with the other regional
commissions with a view to developing new joint ventures. In
introducing this item, the Executive Secretary stated that the
subject was placed on the agenda each year in accordance with
a decision of the Commission because co-operation among
developing countries was a prerequisite to remedy their current
situation., Members of the Commission should benefit from the
experience of other regional groupings., In that respect, the
Commission was actively associating with developing countries
of other regions through their economic commissions, such as
the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, and negotiations had begun
with the Economic Commission for Latin America.

104, One representative, commenting on the subject of
co-operation among developing countries, said that the importance
of technical and economic co-operation among them stemmed from
the principle of self relience, He referred to his country's.
efforts in that field and requested that ECWA should play

a co-ordinating role in the furtherance of technical co-operation
among the States of the region.
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6. Decentralization of economic and social activities to,
and the strengthening of the regional commisgions
(Agenda item 11)

105, The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/154 reporting
on the progress achieved in further decentralizing activities
to, and strengthening the Commission in the context of the
restructuring of the economic and social sectors in the United
Nations system, particularly through the Economic and Social
Council, The aim of such decentralization was to provide an
opportunity for the regional commissions to participate
effectively, each in its own region and without encroaching

on the Jjurisdictions of other United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies, in the following activities: shaping

the goals of the intermational programmes which the regional
commissions help to execute; preparing negotiations at the
international and regional levels, with due regard for the
urgent needs of developing countries members of regional
commissions in accordance with United Nations practice; and
consulting with heads of United Nations bodies responsible for
regional programmes with a view to examining the possibility
of setting up appropriate inter-agency arrangements., The ECWA
secretariat, in consultation with the secretariats of the
other regional commissions, had been following up, at various
local and international levels, the effort to decentralize
responsibility for activities to the regional commissions in
a systematic manner,

106. One representative said that document E/ECWA/154 gave

a certain amount of information on the terms of reference of

the Commission with regard to the formulation of the objectives
of global programmes and certain development activities., He
indicated that restriction of the Commission to matters relating
to the environment and water resources was a matter which should
be re-—examined., The Commission's terms of reference should also
encompass other fields such as statistics, population, trade

and science and technology. It should have both a planning

and an executive role and should curtail that centralization
which weighed heavily upon some States, preventing them from

the timely implementation of their development activities.

He added that the administrative and financial restrictions
imposed on the Commission's activities by some Governments
limited the Commission's flexibility and should be reviewed.
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QQ]:>The Executive Secretary thanked the speaker and expressed
Support for the decentralization of more powers to the Commission.
He said that, if member States were in favour of that, they
should make a serious endeavour to obtain a resolution within

the framework of the United Nations.

7. Other business (Item 12 of the agendé)

108. The representative of Lebanon expressed his gratitude for
the speakers' remarks concerning Lebanon and for the efforts
that had been made to facilitate the activities of the Economic
Commission for Western Asia and to enable it to discharge its
duties and carry out its functions, He thanked the LExecutive
Secretary of the Commission and commended the considerable
endeavours that had been made by the Government of Iraqg to

host the current session. He spoke highly of the magnitude of
the assistance that had been provided by Irag for the establishment
of the Commission's permanent headquarters Baghdad, He
invited the States members of the Commission to intensify their
efforts and to increase their support for Lebanon in the
difficult circumstances through which it was passing.

8., Date and place of the tenth session

109, The Commission agreed to hold its tenth session at its
headquarters in Baghdad at the time stipulated by the Commission's
provisional rules of precedures.

9, Adoption of the Commission's report on its ninth
segsion (Item 13 of the agenda)

110, At the eigth meeting, held on 12 May 1982, the Commission
adopted its draft report to the Economic and Social Council and
authorized the Rapporteur to introduce any necessary editorial
changes.

D. Programme of work and priorities

111, At its eighth session in 1981, the Commission had adopted
the programme of work and priorities for the period 1982-1983L/.

1/ See documents B/ECWA/118/Add.1-5,
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IV. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION
AT ITS NINTH SESSION

1/

108(IX) Assistance to the Palestine Liberation Organization=

The Economic Commission for Western Agia,

Havin onsidered the note by the Executive Secretary
(E/BCWA/1ZZT), concerning the least developed countries of the
ECWA region, and document E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.2/Rev.l concerning
the work programme and priorities for the period 1984-1989,

Considering the present economic and social conditions
of the Palestinian Arab people,

Requesgts the Executive Secretary, in recelving requests
for agsistance from the Palestine Liberation Organization, to be
guided by the scale on which the Commission provides assistance
to the least developed countries of the region.

7Tth meeting

11 May 1982

1/ See paras. 47-49 above for the discussion leading to
the adoption of this resolution.
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109(IX) Census of the Palestinian Arab People 1/

Ihe Jiconomic Commission for Western Agia,

Recalling to the note by the Executive Secretary (E/ECWA/141)
on follow-up action on the implementation of resolution 28(III) on
the Census of the Palestinian Arab People,

Taking note of the agreement reached between the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Secretariat of the Commission as
referred to in paragraph 4(c) and paragraph 6 of document
E/ECWA/141;

1. Urges States which are hosting the Palestinian Arab People
to provide the Palestine Liberation Organizetion with all the
information needed to implement the project for a Census of the
Palestinian Arab People, and to allow the Organization to make the
arrangements and take the measures necessary to carry out the
census operation in a manner compaltible with the regulations and
laws in force in the States concerned;

2. ltequests the United Nations Tund for Population Activities

Lo convinue its financing of the project for a Census of the
Palegtinian Arab People;

3. Requests the IExecutive Secretary of the Commigsion to iransmit
this resolution to the Director of the United Nations Tund for
Population Activities.

7th meeting
11 Ilavy 1982

1/ See paras 50-52 above for the discussion leading to
the adoption of this resolution.
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110(IX) Transfer of the offices of the
Commisgsion to Baghdad 1/

The Economic Commigsion for Vestern Asia,

Takiné,account wvith appreciation of the note by the
Secretary-General on the measures taken to implement its
resolution 95(VIII) on the transfer of the offices of the
Commisgion to Baghdad,

Recognizi%g the importance in the recruitment and retention
of qualifie

gtaff of access for their children to a school with
an international curriculum providing diversified educational and
linguigtic opportunities and facilitating the reintegration of
the children concerned into their national or into other international
educational systems,

%gpressiqﬁ its gratitude to the Government of the Republic of
Iraq for the effort and concern which it has manifested in providing
for a major educational facility by its generous contribution of

a modern school building complex,

1. Requests the Secretary~General to proceed with the arrangements
neceggary for the adoption of the legal instruments for the
establishment of a school of a ftruly international character
responsive to the needs of ECVA staff, including arrangements

with the host country recognizing the special status and the
distinctively international character of the school and, if
degirable, arrangements for integration or co-operaition with
existing educational institutions of a similar type in Baghdad.

24 Turther requests the Secretary-General to explore the means
of providing suiiicient financing for the school, particularly on
an adequate capital base, and to egtablish a trust fund for this
purpose in accordance with United Nations Financial Regulations
and Rules.

3. Calls upon interested Governments, internafional and national
ingtitutions and individuals to contribute generously to the ftrust
fund and to the school so that it may be fully functioning at an
early date.

8th meeving
12 lay 1982

;/ See paras 44-46 above for the discussion leading to the
adoption of this resolution.

-43~



111 (IX) World Aggembly on Aging 1/

The Economic Commission for W’gtern Agia,

Recalling the resolutions on the World Assembly on Aéing (1982),
ggaggiaIIy General Agsembly resolutions 34/153, 35/125, 36/20 and

4

Conacious of the rapid increage in the older age groups of the
population, both in the world and in the ECWA region,

Notigg that early action may reduce the size of the problems to
be face n years to come,

Having considered the document entitled "Regionsl Contribution
to the Worfa Xsg@embly on Aging" (E/ECWA/155),

Noting with concern the lack of adequate planning for elderly
persons in the countries of the region and the low priority given
to programmes for these persgons,

Mindful of the important role that elderly persons have always
played in the family and in the social life of the countries of
the region,

1. Adoptg the document entitled "Regional Contribution to
the Vorld Agsembly on Aging";

2. Requegts the Executive Secretary to transmit this document
to the Secretary General of thg World Agsembly on Aging as the
contribution of the Western Asia wegion to the World Plan of Action
on Aging;

3. Durther requests the Bxesutive Secretary to continue the
secretariat's work on aging, with g view to improving the well-being
of elderly persons;

4., Urges the members of the Commission to participate fully
in the deIiEerations of the World Assembly on Aging and in tThe
formulation of the World Plan of Action on Aging and to implement
this Plan in every vay possible.

8th meeting
12 llay 1982

1/ See paras 53 and 54 above for the discussion leading
to the adoption of this resolution.
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112(IX) Regional activities for International Youth Year,l/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 34/151 of 17 December
1979 and §§7I§6 of 11 December 1980, by which the General Assembly
decided to designate and observe 1985 as International Youth Year:
Participation, Development, Peace,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 36/28 of
13 November 1981 wnich endorsed the sgecific programme of mesasures
end activities for the International Youth Year as adopted by the
Advisory Committee at its first session in 1981,

Recognizing the profound importance of ensuring the active
participation of young people in the overall development of
society in the ECWA region and noting that the youth population
had increased in the ECWA region with social implications for
economic growth and social progress,

Recognizing also that the Commission accords high priority
to the development ol human resources and gives particular
emphasis to the social integration of the various population
groups in national development,

Aware that the success of the'International Youth Year:
Participation, Development, Peace" at all levels requires adequate

preparation by and widespread support from all member States of
the Commission, '

1. Invites the member States of ECWA to exert all possible
efforts to implement the endorsed specific programme of
measures and activities to be undertaken prior to and during the
International Youth Year;

2. Urges the Executive Secretary to assist ECWA member States
in preparing and observing the International Youth Year with particular
emphasis on programmes for increalinf the participation of youth
in national development and on establishing appropriate national
machinery for the Interna%$ional Youth Yedr;

1/ See paras 105-107 above for the discussion leading
to the adoption of this resolution.



3. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary
measures- to0 convene a regional meeting on the International Youth
Year in 1983 in co-operation with the Centre for Social
Development and Humenitarian Affairs, in order to formulate

a regional plan of action for youth that would comply with

the strategy for the Year as endorsed by the General Assembly

of the United Nations at its 36th session and that would take
into account the needs of youth in the region.

8th meeting
12 May 1982
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113(IX) Regional Food Securityl/,

The Fconomic Commission for Western Asia,

Aware of the alarmingly increasing trend of food
demand in relation to domestic production in the ECWA region,
resulting in an ever diminishing food self-sufficiency,
especially with regard to cereals which are a staple food in
the region,

Believing that there is considerable scope for effectively
investing the surplus capital in the region in food security
projects in countries affected by food problems and malnutrition,

further believing that, in the context of regional co-operation,
assistance in strengthening food security for the less fortunate
countries in the region becomes & binding moral obligation on
the part of all the countries of the region, individually
and collectively,

Noting with satisfaction the measures being taken by
oil-producing countries In the region on a bilateral basis or
through regional and international channels to assist poorer
countries in improving their food situation and developing
their agricultural production,

Recognizing the role of food-sector strategies which
emerged from the World Food Council as a means for interested
developing countries to adopt an integrated approach for
increasing food production, improviag consumption and attracting
the necessary international resources,

Noting also with appreciation the efforts of the ECWA
secretariat 1n the food security area,

l. Urges all members to consider that regional food
gecurity is their common responsibility which should be fully
reflected in their national policies;

2. Urges members as well as regional development
institutions to further intensify their efforts for the purpose
of improving food production and security in the region;

3. Uxrges Governments and international organizations
concerned and in particular Governments in the region¢ and
regional development ingtitutions to provide the necessary
technical support and food assistance to food security projects
in the region, especially in its least developed countries;

1/ See paras. 63-66 above for the discussion leading to
the adoption of this resolution.
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4, Calls upon the Executive Secretary to strengthen
the Commission's activities in food security in its future
work programme in agreement and co-ordination with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
and in co~ordination with the Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development.

8th meeting
12 May 1982




Annex T

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
DURING THE SLESSION

Financial Implications of the Draft Resoultion on the
BECWA Medium~term Plan for the period 1984-1989
(E/ECGWA/IX/L.8)

1. Temporary assistance for meetings $ 20,000 1/

1/ Estimate based on interpretation costs for two meetings
during the biennium 1982-1983.
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Annex IT

LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION AT
AT ITS NINTH SESSION

SYIBOL

E/ECWA/135
E/ECVA/135/Rev,.1
E/ECWA/135/Add.1
B/ECWA/136

E/ECWA/137

E/ECVWA/137/Rev.1
E/ECYJA/]—B?/RQV' 2

E/ECWA/138

E/ECWA/138/Add.1

E/BCWA/138/Add.2

E/ECWA/139

E/ECWA/139/Add,1
E/ECWA/140

B/ECVA/141

TITLE

Provisional egenda.
Agenda.
Annotated provisional agenda,

Organization of work.
(Ilote by the Executive Secretary).

Invitation of States members of the United Nations
to participate in consultative capacity in the
activities of the ninth session of the Commission.
(Note by the Executive Secretary).

Idem: Note by the Ixecutive Secretary.

Invitation of States members of the United Nations
to participate in a consultative capecity in the
activities of the ninth session of the Commission.

Report on the activities of the Commisgsion:
Progress made in the implementation of the work
programme.,

Report of the Executive Secretary.

Report on the activities of the Commigsion:
Progress made in the implementation of %the
work programme.

Technical co-operation activities.

Report on the activities of the Commission :
Progress made in the implementation of +the
work programme.,

Note by the Executive Secretary.

Report on the activities of the Commission:
Follow=~up action on the resolutions of the
Commission,

Note by the Ixecutive Secretary.

Previously issued under symbol E/ECWA/155/Add.1l.

Report on the activities of the Commigsion:
Follow-up action on the implementation of ECVWA
resolution 27(III) on the Genersl Survey of the
Economic and Social Situation and Potential of
the Palestinian Arab People.

Report on the activities of the Commission:
FPollow-up action on the implementation of the
ECWA resolion 28(III) on the. Census of the
Palestinian Arab People.

Note by the Executive Secretary.
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SYMBOL
B/ECWA/142

E/ECWA/142/Rev.1

B/ECVA/142/Add.1
L/ECYA/143

E/ECWA/144

L/LECVIA/145

B/BCVA/146

B/ECVUA/LAT

L/ECUA/148

TITLE

Draft Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental
Expert Committee on The Medium-term Plan for
the period 1984-1989,

Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert
Committee on the Medium-term Plan for the
period 1984-19589.

Draft Medium~term Plan for the period 1984-~1989.

follow=up action at the regional level on
United Nations world conferences and ECUA
regional meetings:

United Nations Conference on llew and Renewable
Sources of Inergy (airobi, 10-21 August 1981).
llote by the Ixecutive Secretary.

Follow=up action at the regional level on
United Nations world conferences and LECVA
regional meetings:

United Nations Conference on the Least-developed
Countries.

(Paris 1-14 September 1931).

llote by the Executive Secretary.

follow=up action at the regional level on
United Ilations world conferences and ECVA
regional meetings:

Ixpert Group Meeing oa lmnagement, Conservation
and Development of Agricultural Resources in
the ECWA Region.,

(Damascus, 9-~15 May 1981).

llote by the Ixecutive Secretary.

follow-up action at the regional level on
United Ilations world conferences and HECWA
regional meetings:

Conference on International ligration in the
Arab World.

Nicosgia, 11-16 llay 1981)

Illote by the IExecutive Secretary

Follow=up action at the regional level on
United Illations world conferences and ECWA
regional meetings:

Ixpert Group lleeting on the Development of
the Pelrochemical Industry in the IECWA Region.
(Vienna, 9-12 June 1981),

llote by the Ixecutive Secretary.

I'ollow=up action at the regional lewvel on
United Nations world conferences and LCWA
regional meetings:

Ixpert Group leeting on Identification of
Projects for Regional Co-operation in

Capital Goods and Heavy Ingineering Industries.
(Vienna, 15-19 June 1981).

llote by the IExecutive Secretary.
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SYLIBOL

B/BCVA/149

L/ECUA/L50

B/ECVA/151

E/ECVA/152

L/BCWA/152/Add.1

E/ECWA/152/Add.2

L/ECVA/152/Add.2/
Corr.l

B/ECVA/152/Add. 3

TITLE

Follow-up action at the regional level on
United Nations world conferences and ECVA
regional meetingss:

Ixpert Group Meeting on T'oreign Trade and
Industrial Statistics.

(Amman, 5~10 September 1981).

Note by the Ixecutive Secretary.

Follow=-up action at the regional level on
United Iations world conferences and ECWA
reglonal meetings:

Iixpert Group lleeting on Feasible Forms of
Beconomic Co-operation and Integration in
Western Agia.

(Beirut, 14~18 December 1981),

Note by the Executive Secretary,

Follow-up action at the regional level on

United Netions world conferences and LCWA
regional meetings:

Seminar on Technology Policies in the Arab States.
(Paris 14-18 December 1981).

llote by the IExecutive Secretary.

The financial status of the Commission's
programmes and the strengthening of the
financial contributions account:

The financial gtatus of the Commission's
Programmes.,

Note by the IExecutive Secretary.

The financial status of the Commission's
programmes and the strengthening of the
financial contributions account.

ctatement on, and the strengthening of, the
Minancial Contributions Account.

lote by the Executive Secretary.

The financial status of the Commission's
programmes and the strengtheming of the financial
contributions account,

The Financial Status of the Commission's
Progremmes: Ixtrabudgetary Resources Supporting
the Commigsion's Programme.

The financial status of the Commisgsion's
programmes and the strengthening of the
financial contxributions account.

The financial status of the Commission's
programmes and the strengthening of the
financial contributions account.
Statement on, and Strengthening of, the
inancial Contributions Account.
Follow=up on ECWA Resolution 99(VIII).
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SYMBOL TITLE

B/ECWA/153 Co-operation among developing countries.
Report of the Executive Secretary,
L/ECWA/154 Decentralization of IEconomic and Social

Activities to, and the Strengthening of,
the Regional Commissions.
llote by the Executive Secretary.

B/ECWA/155 Report on the Activities of the Commission:

Regional Contribution to the World Assembly
on Aging.

Report of the Ixecutive Secretary.
E/ECWA/155/A4d.1 See corrigendum L/LCWA/155/Add.1l/Corr.l
B/ECWA/155/Add.1/ Report on the Activities of the Commission:

Corr.l Follov~up Action on the Resolution of the
Commission Corrigendum. (Symbol should read
E/ECWA/139/Add.1%.

L/ECWA/156 Preliminary Findings on the Situation Resulting

from Floods that Affected the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen (29-30 March 1982),.

B/ECWA/15T Draft Report on the ninth session.

(Baghdad, 8-12 May 1982),
E/BCWA/IX/L.1-8 Draft Resolutions.
L/BECWA/INT, 30 llote for thas information of participants.
L/GCWA/INT, 31 Provisional List of Participants.
B/ECWA/INT.31/Rev.dl Iist of Participants.
L/ECWA/INF,. 32 List of Documents Submitted to the ninth session.
L/ECWA/157 /Rev.l Report of the Commission on its Ilinth Session

(Baghdad, 8-12 lay 1982),
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10.
110
12.

13,

14,
15.

16.

ANNEX IIT
PUBLICATIONS AND PRINCIPAL DOCUMENTS ISSUED
DURING THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW

Agriculture and Development - Bulletin, No. 4 (English and Arabic)
Beirut, June 1981.

Report of the Expert Meeting on Management, Conservation and
Development of Agricultural Resources in the ECWA Region, Beirut,
April 1982,

Studies on Development Problems in countries of Western Asia,

Beirut, 1981.

Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the ECWA Region,
Beirut, 1981.

Statistical Abstract of the region of the Economic Commission for

Western Asia, Fourth Issue, Beirut, 1981,

Statistical Indicators of the Arab World or the period 1970-~1979,
Beirut, 1981,

Supplement to the Statistical Indicators of the Arab World, 1980.
Studies on Prices and Index Numbers in the Arab World 1970-1979,

Beirut, December 1981.
National Accounts Studies, Bulletin, No.4, Beirut, October 1981.

National Accounts Vol.I. Statistical Methods for Accounts Preparations,

Beirut, November 1981 (Arabic)

New and Renewable Energy in the Arab World, ECWA, Beirut, 1981.
Arab Energy: Frospects to 2000, Mc graw-Hill, New York, 1982.
The Arab Brain Drain, Ithaca Press, London, 1981.

The Industrial and Economic Trends in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,

Beirut, December 1981.
Population Bulletin of ECWA No., 20, Beirut, June 1981.
Fopulation Bulletin of ECWA No., 21 Beirut, December 1981,

A Guide for Arab Students and Researchers in the field of population,
Beirut, 1982.




