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Models show that shortages of water will severely hamper growth, particularly in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia under a business as usual scenario.But before you think that the impact will be contained to those regions, stop and ask yourself whether economic downturns and security situations are ever really contained in a globalized world. But there is some good news here. The map doesn’t have to look like this. With good policies in place, many of these effects can be neutralized.Obviously we can’t control how much rain we get, or how high river levels rise (or don’t rise). But we can control how water gets used. And a big part of today’s challenge is that water stressed countries are also inefficient users. With some intervention—with incentives to allocate water to the highest value uses—we can prevent these worst case scenarios.
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Thank you !
For more information: 
Marcus Wishart (Lead Water Resource Specialist) 
Email: mwishart@worldbank.org
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