71 {(¥I). Cemtating desertificaticn in the LCWA region

The Feonomic Cocmmission for Western Asia,

[

meeallins that in resclution 32/172 of 19 Decembor 1977 the Cencral Assenbly
reguested the regional rommissions to undertaks intensified and snstained acticn

in support of nationsl offords to combat gesertification, ant to assist Governments

in the implementation of the FPlan o Action to Cormhab Desertification,

Turthey recalling thzt
subregional ca-operation be
speoific Jolonb vrograsmmes,

ans

paragraph 5 of the sane resalution rocommends that
initinted or intensified with a view to formulating

funre that the rezicnal commissions have been assigped impartauk
responsitilitics for the japlementation of fthe FPlan of Action *o Ucmhat

Descrtification,

Canscicus that provlems of desertification serlously aifces tae
socio-ceonomic developzent process and that deser: develorment i ol great
irrartance to the ECWL countries,

Huvine considersd the Plan of Acticon to Comoat Dezertification In the BOWA
Pezion {F/FCVASTT).

oA Aesion,

1

1. évoroves the Slan of Acticn to Combat Desertilicaticn in tae

2. Crlls on the United Hations Environment Prosgrame and the resgionsl
and ipternaticnal organizations concerned to support fully the immlenentation ot
the Plan of Action to Combat Desertificaticn in the ECWA Ragion, toyed bher wita
the implementation of model prajects to combat desertilication, and toc gigseminate
their results in the countries of the region;

3. [Hecormends that Govermments of menber States assess desertification
probiems af various levels, ostablish national pricrities for action, and selcet
frorm among these priorities those which could be lmplemented with the support
of regional or internaticonal oreanizations or other forsign sources;

4. Calls on all Govermments <o make availablc all necessary financial and

ather resourccs and technieal support for convening in 1980 a rezional ceelbing
which, inter alia, is to consider the implementaticn of the regioral plan of action

and to identify and to defipe intrarcgional programmes in greater detail;

5. Urges the Executive Secretary of the Comuniszion to initiste and promeote
intercountry and regiconal co-operation to combat desertification, warticularly

in the socig-economic field;

&. Further requests the hxecutive Seereiary to transmil to the Covernments
of member " Atates, and to the regional aand international crg zanizations concerned,
the recomrendav1cns adopted by the Tnternational Expert Consultaticn on Irrigation

and bLgriculiure Develapment, convened in February 1979 =t Baghdad, which urged the
Covernments and the organizaticns concerned to give high priority to these

recommendations:

7. Eeguests the Executive Secretary to submit to the Commissicn at it=
eizhth session a renort on the progress schieved In the campaizn against
desertificacion.
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