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Water Convention’s support 
for the development of 
agreements

• Over 100 agreements signed since the 
Water Convention’s adoption in 1992 

• Work Programme Area 1 2022-24
• Includes supporting the  

development of agreements and 
establishment of joint bodies

• Examples include Dniester River Basin, 
Drin River Basin, Senegal-Mauritania 
Aquifer Basin, Chu-Talas River Basins… 

• Direct support for developing 
agreements 

• Exchanging knowledge and 
experiences between basins 

• Capacity development
• Guidance materials  



Introduction to the Practical Guide

Objective: support countries in the design and drafting of agreements or other 
arrangements for transboundary waters that are effective, adaptable and 
sustainable.

Focus: on content and drafting options rather than on process. 

Target audience: State representatives, legal and technical experts, decision-
makers involved in negotiation of agreements or other arrangements for 
transboundary waters, the staff of river basin organizations, regional 
organizations, and other stakeholders working on transboundary cooperation and 
water diplomacy are the target audience of the Practical Guide.

Publication available at: https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/361821



When is the Practical Guide useful?

• It supports legal and technical experts, decision makers involved in 
negotiation of agreements for  transboundary waters, involving R/LBOs, 
regional organizations, other stakeholders working on TWC and water 
diplomacy 

• Current example: Luapula River Authority Agreement & Institution (Zambia and 
DRC)

• Where needed and appropriate and where agreed by parties, the guide 
could support a review and update of arrangements already in place

• Enhanced capacity building as basis for adopting cooperative 
arrangements



Elaboration of the Practical Guide

Nur-sultan, 10-12 
October 2018, 

Meeting of the Parties to 
the Water Convention 
adopts programme of 
work for 2019-2021

Programme of work 
includes checklist 

Preparation of the first 
draft annotated outline 

(secretariat in 
cooperation with several 

partners)

28-29 July 2020,  Virtual 
Workshop 

Tailored to support the 
preparation of the 

checklist and to gather 
input from participants

30 September-2 October, 
15th meeting of the 

WGIWRM
Draft annotated outline 

submitted for 
consideration and review 

by the Working Group

27 Nov. 2020 - Present  
Drafting group 

Formation of a drafting 
group and development of 

the text of the checklist



Structure of the Practical Guide

• 6 thematic modules: Preamble; General provisions; Substantive content; Procedural
features; Implementation, institutional framework and dispute settlement; Final
provisions.

• Building blocks provisions/issues that countries may consider including within each
module

• Key aspects: help define content of building blocks
• Introductory text to each building block, setting out its context and rationale;
• Key considerations, which explain different approaches that might be taken within

the arrangements, and the implications thereof;
• Examples from treaty practice that illustrate how to frame a particular provision; and
• Supporting resources, assist in further developing the content



How to use 
the Practical Guide?



1. There are several benefits to developing agreements or 
arrangements for transboundary water cooperation.

2. The process of developing an agreement or other arrangement is 
itself an important outcome.

3. Arrangements can take many shapes and forms.

4. Consider existing national and international law and practices.

Key messages 





Overview of building blocks that might 
be included in an arrangement



Substantive commitments
Core building blocks



Procedure and implementation
Core building blocks





Convention workshops / activities focused on 
international water law and hydro-diplomacy

PLANNED ACTIVITIES - PROGRAM OF WORK 2022-24

• Global training workshop “From practitioner to practitioner: how to use the two global Water 
Conventions to promote cooperation on the ground” 
• (3-4 July, Geneva)

• Global workshop on developing agreements 
• (November 2023, Budapest)

POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES - PROGRAM OF WORK 2022-24
• Potential regional workshop on development of agreements and hydro-diplomacy



THANK YOU 
Water Convention:

https://www.unece.org/env/water/
water.convention@un.org


