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The secretariat of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) transmits to 

the Statistical Committee the report of fourth meeting of the Technical Advisory Group on Economic 

Statistics (TAGES), held online on 6 and 7 July 2021. It was attended by 128 participants from 10 member 

States, and by experts from international and regional organizations. Participants reviewed the outcome 

of the Inception Webinar for the Arab Region towards the 2025 System of National Accounts,  held 

virtually on 5 July 2021. The Chair of TAGES and the representative of the ESCWA secretariat provided 

updates on the implementation of previous recommendations and on the problems encountered in 

compiling economic statistics in member States during the COVID-19 pandemic. Participants discussed 

priority issues with regard to regional economic statistics programmes; methodological and technical 

issues related to the development and periodic revision of the programmes; means to enhance 

coordination and cooperation at the national, regional and international levels; and the production and 

dissemination of economic indicators for use in following-up on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

on Sustainable Development. 

The meeting also addressed several emerging and priority topics, such as the informal economy in 

national accounts; the guidelines of the International Monetary Fund and the International Labour 

Organization; digitization and the digital economy through supply and use tables; measuring digital trade 

in general and in national accounts; and regional accounts. Representatives of members of United Nations 

global groups on big data and business and trade statistics and of the ESCWA secretariat provided 

briefings on modern methods of collecting price statistics, climate change and disaster-related statistics, 

and environmental accounts for informing the 2030 Agenda. The Statistical Committee is invited to take 

note of the meeting’s report with a view to endorsing its recommendations. 
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Introduction 

1. The Technical Advisory Group for Economic Statistics (TAGES) was established pursuant to the 

recommendation of the Statistical Committee of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

(ESCWA) at its eleventh session, held in Amman on 4 and 5 February 2015. Its tasks include highlighting 

priority issues with regard to regional economic statistics programmes; providing guidance to the ESCWA 

secretariat on methodological and technical issues related to the development and periodic revision of such 

programmes; helping to enhance coordination and cooperation at the national, regional and international levels; 

and producing and disseminating economic indicators for use in implementing the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable 

Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). TAGES held its fourth meeting online on 6 and 

7 July 2021, in collaboration with the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) and the Statistical Centre for 

the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC-Stat), with a broad participation of 128 delegates 

and independent experts, representing 16 ESCWA member States and 10 organizations. 

2. Preceding the fourth meeting of TAGES, the Inception Webinar for the Arab Region towards the 2025 

System of National Accounts was held online on 5 July 2021, to present new developments in updating the 

System of National Accounts (SNA) for 2025. UNSD and partners in the update gave an overview of the 

guidance notes and the status of the research agenda. The co-chairs leading the joint task team on Islamic 

finance and national accounts and other experts presented progress on the guidance note under preparation and 

the main results of the meetings of subtask teams. UNSD also presented the inclusion of a baseline assessment 

and compilation of experimental estimates to be conducted in a number of volunteering countries. 

3. The fourth meeting of TAGES reviewed discussions that took place during the Inception Webinar, as 

well as activities and programmes in economic statistics, adopted methodologies, and problems encountered 

in applications in countries within a set of regional priorities recommended by TAGES at its previous 

meeting. The meeting also addressed several emerging and priority topics, such as the informal economy in 

national accounts, digitization and the digital economy through supply and use tables, digitization and e-

commerce, and foreign trade data exchange. The discussions covered various modern methods of collecting 

economic statistics (price statistics and statistical business register), sustainability and the SDGs, statistics on 

climate change and disasters, and environmental accounts. 

I. Recommendations 

4. The fourth TAGES meeting concluded with the following recommendations: 

(a) Realign the TAGES programme agreed at the Group’s third  meeting, including recommendations 

and priority areas, so as to focus on emerging needs in economic statistics in the context of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the 2025 SNA update; 

(b) Consider as immediate priorities the themes resulting from the polling questions covered during 

the Inception Webinar (annex II to the present report) and the fourth meeting of TAGES, namely the 

informal/non-observed economy; digitalization (digital supply and use tables); Islamic finance in national 

accounts for 2021 and 2022; digital trade; wellbeing and sustainability, including income distribution; and 

environmental-economic accounting for 2022-2023; 

(c) Establish task teams to provide the above priority themes with terms of reference and work plans, 

whose work would be facilitated by ESCWA (annex III to the present report); 

(d) Invite countries to volunteer for the task teams, so as to share their experience and advance the 

work on the thematic areas (the task team work modality is set out in annex IV to the present report); 

(e) Invite countries to review the guidance notes on the SNA update when they become available, such 

as the concept note on the informal economy prepared by a task team, so as to study the possibility of 

implementing the updated guidance notes depending on the situation in countries; 

https://www.unescwa.org/events/inception-webinar-arab-region-towards-2025-sna
https://www.unescwa.org/events/inception-webinar-arab-region-towards-2025-sna
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(f) Invite countries to volunteer for the experimental estimates of the guidance notes on the SNA 

update, depending on their interest and experience, to allow for adjustments before issuing the new SNA; 

(g) Request that the ESCWA secretariat build capacity in the non-observed/informal economy and 

national accounts in the Arab region, in partnership with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), GCC-Stat 

and the International Labour Organization (ILO,) and coordinate with the Middle East Technical Assistance 

Center (METAC) and the Middle East Center for Economics and Finance on the organization of a workshop 

on the non-observed economy and national accounts to be held in November 2021; 

(h) Request that the ESCWA secretariat build capacity on digital  supply and use tables (SUTs) in 

national accounts in the Arab region, and organize a workshop with the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), UNSD and regional partners; 

(i) Request that ESCWA build capacity in measuring digital trade with the World Trade Organization 

(WTO), the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and UNSD; 

(j) Build capacity on income distribution, regional accounts, and environmental accounts, and invite 

countries that have experience to transfer knowledge to interested countries; 

(k) Explore the use of alternative data sources in all the areas considered as priorities, such as remote 

sensing, web scraping, scanners and other sources. 

II. Topics of discussion 

A. First session 

5. The first session of the fourth TAGES meeting was chaired by Ms. Wafa Aboul Hosn, Chief of the 

ESCWA Economic Statistics Section and TAGES Chair; and Mr. Saleh AlKafri, Head of Economic Statistics 

at the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. They presented the outcome of the Inception Webinar for the 

Arab Region Towards the 2025 System of National Accounts. They also updated the group on the 

implementation of previous recommendations, the problems encountered in compiling economic statistics in 

countries during the COVID-19 pandemic, the regional priorities recommended by TAGES at its previous 

meeting, and priority issues with regard to regional economic statistics programmes. The presentation was 

followed by a proposal to elect a chair for the fourth meeting of TAGES. Countries were invited to nominate 

their representative and appoint the candidate with the most votes. 

B. Second session: digital economy and national accounts 

6. The second session was chaired by Ms. Aboul Hosn, who briefed participants on the methodological 

work and technical assistance ESCWA had provided on SUTs. The session also included presentations on the 

digital economy and national accounts, and a brief from the members of the following global working groups 

on economic statistics: the United Nations Global Platform Regional Hubs; the United Nations Committee of 

Experts on Big Data and Data Science  for Official Statistics, and the United Nations Committee of Experts on 

Business and Trade Statistics. 

7. The representative of the ESCWA secretariat presented the methodological material on SUTs regional 

guidelines for Arab countries, including case studies from Morocco and the State of Palestine. He also shared 

the support ESCWA had provided through technical assistance on the compilation of SUTs, and the available 

IT tools that met countries’ collaboration needs with METAC/IMF. 

8. The representative of GCC-Stat presented advances in GCC countries in compiling SUTs, including the 

various commitments that had been achieved and others that were underway concerning the implementation 

of 2008 SNA recommendations and the national accounts working programme for GCC countries (2021-2025) 

https://www.unescwa.org/events/inception-webinar-arab-region-towards-2025-sna
https://www.unescwa.org/events/inception-webinar-arab-region-towards-2025-sna
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related to SUTs. He also reviewed progress in implementing and updating internationally recommended 

procedures for data series, such as benchmarking, revision, chain indexing, and seasonal adjustment. 

9. The representative of OECD presented the framework for digital SUTs, focusing on the importance of 

SUTs for the digital economy as the current framework was not able to capture their transactions and added 

value. He also reviewed transactions, products, industries, digital trade and the outputs of digital SUTs, and 

provided information on the practical implementation of the framework through a digital toolkit, while working 

closely with national statistical offices in augmenting their current SUTs to include the digital economy, and 

leveraging household surveys to collect such data and modelling techniques to estimate those figures. The 

session ended with a brief on future efforts for the compilation of digital SUTs. 

10. Members of the various global working groups briefed participants on progress in several areas, 

including the role of the United Arab Emirates in the regional hubs working group of the United Nations Global 

Platform, and the membership of Oman in the United Nations Committee of Experts on Big Data and Data 

Science for Official Statistics. The representative of the ESCWA secretariat suggested that the Regional Hub 

of the United Arab Emirates submit joint proposals from Arab or GCC countries to give statistical offices 

access to data on resident and tourist expenditures from credit cards providers, or data on mobile call records 

from telecom companies, to be used in the compilation of national accounts and in regional economic data 

flows, such as remittances and digital trade. The representative of the State of Palestine made a presentation 

on the United Nations Committee of Experts on Business and Trade Statistics and the seven task teams that it 

comprised. He listed the various outputs, manuals, toolkits, assessments and models related to business and 

trade statistics expected to be delivered in 2021. He also stressed the importance of active country participation 

and of collaboration between relevant international and regional organizations to shape priorities and advance 

work. 

11. Mr. Majed Skaini of ESCWA presented the initiatives undertaken by ESCWA in the use of new data 

sources and methods for capturing data, such as web scraping to collect price data from multiple sources and 

to keep track of any changes, and scanner data that could be used for several purposes such as public-private 

partnerships, detailed average prices, and advanced economic analysis. 

C. Third session: non-observed economy in national accounts 

12. The session was chaired by Mr. AlKafri, who gave the floor to Mr. Paul Austin, IMF Senior Economist, 

to review the non-observed economy in national accounts, including policy interests in measuring the informal 

economy, and conceptual variants regarding the informal and non-observed economy. He introduced an IMF 

policy paper on measuring the informal economy, along with the mandate of the task team created for the 

informal economy to produce guidance notes on statistical definitions and scopes of cross border flows and 

digitization by October 2021, and a presentational framework for the informal economy by February 2022. He 

also presented the work of METAC on the informal economy, which focused on technical assistance provided 

to countries. 

13. The ILO representative made a presentation on the non-observed economy, focusing on the standards 

for informality statistics. He discussed the need to align the statistical framework for informality to the latest 

statistical developments, and provided some findings regarding country practices and experiences in the 

informal sector and informal employment and their measurements. He also reviewed the status of the revision 

process to better align, define and measure the different areas of statistical informality and the statistical 

framework it would require. 

14. Mr. Omar Hakouz of ESCWA discussed informal activities in Arab countries, including conceptual 

differences between the non-observed economy and the informal sector, and identified which areas of the non-

observed economy were being covered and measured in ESCWA member States. He highlighted the problems 

and issues with measurement and coverage of those areas, and provided solutions to mitigate those difficulties 
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through three approaches in GDP measurement (expenditure, income and production approach), and by 

employing administrative data  and SUTs for more accurate results. 

D. Fourth session: digital trade measurement, e-commerce, and external  

trade data sharing 

15. The session was chaired by Mr. Mohamad Al-Awa, ESCWA Regional Advisor on Technology for 

Development. It focused on the definition of digital trade, including the relationship between the growth of 

digital trade and cross-border data flows, the impact of new technologies on digital commerce (blockchains, 

artificial intelligence, and electronic data interchange), the impact of the pandemic on the growth of digital 

trade, and the status of the Arab region in digital trade. 

16. Mr. Majed Hamoudeh, Team Leader of External Trade Statistics at ESCWA, presented the regional 

perspective on measuring digital trade. He highlighted the impact of the pandemic on trade in general, including 

retail sales; e-commerce measurement challenges, including random numbers and difficulties in building realistic 

policies; and the legal and legislative aspects of e-commerce, such as electronic transactions and trade regulation. 

He also reviewed the WTO digital trade guide. He noted the roles of different actors in measuring digital trade, 

and the role of ESCWA in supporting Arab statistical agencies in the field of digital commerce. 

17. Ms. Barbara Adrian, Senior Statistician at WTO, presented the digital trade conceptual framework and 

its components, the definitions of digital trade, its boundaries and scope, and the transactions it included and 

excluded. She reviewed transactions on digital intermediation platforms, classification challenges, and the 

differences between the various types of transactions. 

18. Mr. Ahmed Alfred of GCC-Stat made a presentation on the status of ecommerce in GCC countries, 

including the basic concepts of e-commerce, and growth in GCC countries, especially during last year given 

the impact of the pandemic. 

19. Ms. Scarlett Fondeur of UNCTAD presented a comprehensive overview of the UNCTAD Manual for 

the Production of Statistics on the Digital Economy 2020, the standard form for the use of ICT in business, 

and UNCTAD activities in digital commerce and the digital economy. 

20. In the ensuing discussion, questions were raised on the impact of taxes on digital brokerage platforms, 

the possibility of generating revenue from digital games, the importance of identifying the sources of data 

necessary for digital trade, the novelty of digital trade, and the small number of countries that had measured 

international digital trade. 

21. Ms. Rania Abu Ghaboush of PCBS highlighted the methodology for developing the questionnaire 

design for ICT use in business in the State of Palestine, and the methodology for surveying businesses. She 

also presented the proposed plan to implement this survey in 2022. 

22. Mr. Viet Vu, expert at GCC-Stat, presented the advantages of compiling SUTs in general, and in GCC 

countries in particular. He also reviewed the compilation status of SUTs in some GCC countries. 

23. The following recommendations were made at the end of the fourth session: 

• Strengthen cooperation between national digital trade authorities, including ministries of 

communications, telecommunications regulators, banks and customs. 

• Support statistical agencies in Arab countries technically in identifying the sources of data needed 

for digital trade, and present best practices to benefit from them. 

• Encourage Arab countries to share experiences related to measuring digital trade and the use of 

ICT in business. 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/dtlstict2021d2_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/dtlstict2021d2_en.pdf
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• Take advantage of the big data platform developed in the United Arab Emirates by all Arab 

countries to negotiate on behalf of the region with corporations that have headquarters in the 

United Arab Emirates and that own data sources on digital trade. 

E. Fifth session: regional accounts sustainability 

24. Mr. Michael Stanger of UNSD presented the uses, approaches and challenges faced in the compilation of 

regional accounts. He reviewed the need for regional accounts, the various approaches to them, and the three 

methods for regional accounts compilation (bottom-up, top-down, and mixed methods). He also discussed the 

main related challenges, such as allocation of cross-regional economic transactions, the non-observed economy, 

statistical discrepancies, concepts accuracy/data availability, population and demographic statistics availability, 

allocation of taxes, distribution of financial intermediation services indirectly measured (FISIM), survey 

representativity, price and volume dimensions, and compilation frequency. 

25. Mr. Omar Hakouz made a presentation on the various challenges faced in the compilation of regional 

accounts in the Arab region by different compilation approaches (production, expenditure and income). He 

also discussed the various challenges by nature and size of each country, and by the availability of data sources. 

He suggested using administrative sources rather than surveys, noting the challenges in developing surveys 

and sampling methods that served the purpose of regional representativity. 

26. Mr. Mohamad Rabya discussed the regional account compilation in Morocco over 12 regions, and 

presented the six goals of the regional account compilation, providing examples of the work on each of them. 

He noted that the methodology was customized to fit the Moroccan situation, and that details could be provided 

to participants. 

27. The main recommendation emanating from session five, in view of the difficulties and lack of country 

experiences in compiling regional accounts, was the creation of a task team to share experiences, best practices 

and lessons learned to write useful recommendations on how to overcome challenges, and to work on 

evaluating available data and what could be achieved. 

28. Ms. Aboul Hosn made a presentation listing the various activities ESCWA conducted and the training 

material translated to Arabic under the framework of the System of Environmental Economic Accounting 

(SEEA). Regarding climate change, she noted 30 suggested indicators and the global consultation that had 

taken place. Regarding disaster-related statistics, she said that ESCWA was consolidating efforts to work with 

statistical offices that had the required data. Various data sources were available, such as national statistical 

offices, other administrative sources for environmental data, general government finance statistics on 

expenditure on environment and disaster reduction, and infrastructure maps. She also mentioned data sources 

from other regional and global offices, and the formation of inter-agency groups on disaster-related statistics 

that had held their first meetings. She noted that the Economic Commission for Europe had hosted the first 

Expert Forum for Producers and Users of Disaster-related Statistics (online, 7-10 June 2021), and that the next 

forum would be hosted by ESCWA in Beirut from 6 to 8 September 2022. She stressed that there should be 

cooperation between national statistical offices and the various data sources, and the importance of data 

consolidation in a single database, preferably by national statistical offices. She also discussed big data and 

complementary sources, stating that it was vital to use geographic information systems (GIS) and remote 

sensing data, which were available publicly and for free. 

29. Mr. Julian Chow of UNSD also made a presentation on SEEA. He provided an update on SEEA and 

capacity development. He introduced the mandate of the United Nations Committee of Experts on 

Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNEEA), and listed the four working groups and their main 

achievements. He reviewed SNA and SEEA systems of integrated information and SEEA implementation, and 

provided an update on the SEEA Ecosystem Accounting. He shared the SEEA-related decisions made by 

UNSC at it fifty-second session held in 2021, and provided a summary of them. He then summarized the SNA 
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update and discussed the SEEA Central Framework update, especially information related to classification. He 

also reviewed the updates on SEEA and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

30. Ms. Aboul Hosn noted that many countries were requesting technical guidance in that area, and 

mentioned the availability of various training materials that countries could start making use of before the 

technical guidance. 

III. Organization of work 

A. Date and venue 

31. ESCWA, in collaboration with UNSD and GCC-Stat, organized the fourth meeting of TAGES, which 

was held online on 6 and 7 July 2021. Two sessions were convened each day, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 

from 1.30 to 4 p.m. 

32. The Inception Webinar for the Arab Region Towards the 2025 SNA was held virtually on 5 July 2021, 

in collaboration with UNSD and GCC-Stat, to present to TAGES members and other participants new 

developments in the update of SNA for 2025. 

B. Opening 

33. Mr. Juraj Riecan, Director of the ESCWA Statistics Division, welcomed participants and thanked the 

co-organizers and all participating agencies. He stressed the importance of meeting annually to discuss 

challenges and progress in sectoral and economic statistics, specifically the implementation of the 2008 SNA. 

He also noted the importance of ambition to address emerging topics, of short-term economic indicators in 

increasing the availability of trade statistics at six digits, and of other areas such as transport, energy and 

industry statistics. 

34. Mr. Ivo Havinga made a statement on behalf of UNSD, in which he highlighted the close collaboration 

with ESCWA on economic statistics that was reflected in the organization of the webinar on the 

implementation of the 2008 SNA. He said that after the COVID-19 pandemic, it was necessary to move 

forward and start updating many economic standards. He congratulated ESCWA on bringing together regional 

and international organizations and related agencies on economic statistics and national accounts, given that 

coordination was needed to take the work forward, in accordance with country priorities. He added that it was 

important to preserve inhouse expertise on national accounts and economic statistics to guide the work and 

make better use of administrative data, while encouraging experimentation and testing by pilot countries. 

35. Mr. Konrad Pesendorfer, Director of the General Authority of Statistics (GASTAT) in Saudi Arabia, 

delivered a keynote speech on the status of economic statistics in Saudi Arabia during and post-pandemic, and 

on how GASTAT had succeeded in producing economic statistics in a crisis mode, taking into account user 

needs and long-term changes on statistics after the pandemic. He noted the following three main issues: 

disruption of data collection from the field that had delayed the census and the labour force survey, the 

challenges of changes in methodologies, and ensuring the business continuity. He also reviewed the economic 

impact of the pandemic on Saudi Arabia, which caused a sharp decrease in GDP driven by its energy sector, 

with a rebound in non-oil and overall GDP growth. He also shared his thoughts on how statistical life would 

be different post-pandemic. 

C. Attendance 

36. The meeting was attended by 128 delegates and independent experts, representing 16 ESCWA member 

States and 10 organizations. 

  

https://www.unescwa.org/events/meeting-technical-advisory-group-economic-statistics-tages-arab-region-1
https://www.unescwa.org/events/meeting-technical-advisory-group-economic-statistics-tages-arab-region-1
https://www.unescwa.org/events/meeting-technical-advisory-group-economic-statistics-tages-arab-region-1
https://www.unescwa.org/events/inception-webinar-arab-region-towards-2025-sna
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Annex I* 

 

List of participants 

Technical Advisory Group for Economic Statistics  

Back-to-back to the Inception Webinar for the Arab Region Towards the 2025 SNA 

A. Countries 
 

Algeria 

 

Hamid Zidouni 

ONS 

Email: zidouni@ons.dz 

 

Nabil Guerrache 

ONS 

 

Egypt 

 

Saad Souliman 

CAPMAS 

Email: S.souliman@capmas.gov.eg 

 

Mona Abd-Ellatief Aid Hassan 

CAPMAS 

Email: mona_aid@capmas.gov.eg 

 

Mahmoud Elsarawy 

CAPMAS 

Email: m_sarawy@hotmail.com 

 

Russell Krueger 

Economic Research Forum 

Email: kruegerstatistics@gmail.com 

 

Ali Rashed 

Email: ali.rashed@aucegypt.edu 

 

Iraq 

 

Hiba Hassan 

Assistant Chief Statistician 

Central Statistical Organization/National Accounts 

Email: primrose.1984@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Mohammed Al-ani 

Analysis of monitory fund/National Accounts 

Central Statistical Organization 

Phone: +9647703985675 

Email: mohamadkyassin@yahoo.com 

 

Gazwan Dujaily 

Chief Accountants 

Ministry of Planning 

Email: gazwan.gh@gmail.com 

 

Jordan 

 

Walid Battah 

Head of National Accounts Department 

Department of Statistics 

Email: Walid.Battah@DOS.GOV.JO 

 

Wala' Gharram 

Head of quarterly national account division 

Department of Statistics 

Phone: +962795082421 

Email: walag@dos.gov.jo 

 

Nasir Obidat 

Statistician 

Department of Statistics 

Phone: +962797530128 

Email: nasiro@dos.gov.jo 

 

Murad Bani Hamad 

Head of Annual Accounts 

Department of Statistics 

Phone: +962786720572 

Email: murad@dos.gov.jo 

 

Murad ALomari 

Head of Input and Output Tables 

Department of Statistics 

Phone: +962775668242 

Email: Murad.Omari@DOS.GOV.JO 

 

Adel ALKHALIL 

Statistician, Prices Division 

Department of Statistics 

Phone: +9620795296404 

Email: ADED@DOS.GOV.JO 

 

 _________________ 

* Issued as submitted. 

https://www.unescwa.org/events/meeting-technical-advisory-group-economic-statistics-tages-arab-region-1
mailto:zidouni@ons.dz
mailto:S.souliman@capmas.gov.eg
mailto:mona_aid@capmas.gov.eg
mailto:m_sarawy@hotmail.com
mailto:kruegerstatistics@gmail.com
mailto:ali.rashed@aucegypt.edu
mailto:primrose.1984@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mohamadkyassin@yahoo.com
mailto:gazwan.gh@gmail.com
mailto:Walid.Battah@DOS.GOV.JO
mailto:walag@dos.gov.jo
mailto:nasiro@dos.gov.jo
mailto:murad@dos.gov.jo
mailto:Murad.Omari@DOS.GOV.JO
mailto:ADED@DOS.GOV.JO
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Jordan (continued) 

 

Alaa Aldeen Khasawneh 

Department of Statistics 

Email: Alaaddean.Khasawneh@DOS.GOV.JO 

 

Kuwait 

 

Rana ALSAQOUBI 

Head of Input and Output Tables 

Central Statistical Bureau 

Email: ralsaqoubi@csb.gov.kw 

 

Anwar ALROMI 

Head of National Accounts Statistics 

Central Statistical Bureau 

Phone: +96599447703 

Email: aalromi@csb.gov.kw 

 

Lebanon 

 

Liliane Nasr 

Assistant statistician department of coordination 

and national accounts 

CAS 

Phone: +96170852218 

Email: Liliane_nasr@hotmail.com 

 

Ragheed Moghrabi 

Email: rmoghrabi@protonmail.com 

 

Libya 

 

Muath Elbati 

Statistical Researcher 

Bureau of Statistics and Census 

Phone: +218913726128 

Email: moad_ma@yahoo.com; 

 muad_ma@bsc.ly 

 

Morocco 

 

Yattou AIT KHELLOU 

Head of National Accounts Department 

High Commission for Planning 

Phone: +212 660102242 

Email: y.aitkhellou@hcp.ma 

 

Mohamed RABYA 

Executive responsible for regional accounts 

High Commission for Planning 

Phone: +212648077619 

Email: m.rabya@hcp.ma 

Majdouline EZZRAOULI 

High Commission for Planning 

Email: m.ezzraouli@hcp.ma 

 

Lamia Laabar 

High Commission for Planning 

Email: l.laabar@hcp.ma 

 

Bouchra Farghsaoui 

Head of division-National Account  

High Commission for Planning 

Phone: +212 660102234 

Email: b.farghsaoui@hcp.ma 

 

Ayoub BOUSSATA 

High Commission for Planning 

 

Bouchra Fari 

Ministère de l’Energie, des Mines et de 

l’Environnement 

Email: bouchrafari@environnement.gov.ma 

 

Mounir Rhandi 

Office de Change 

Email: rhandi.oc@gmail.com 

 

Mohammed Maktit 

Head of the Studies and Planning Division 

Ministry of environment 

Email: m.maktit@gmail.com 

 

Oman 

 

Yousuf AL Riyami 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Email: y.riyami@ncsi.gov.om 

 

Said ALKALBANI 

Statistican 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Email: skalbani@ncsi.gov.om 

 

Qais Saidi 

Economic Researcher 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Phone: +96898877166 

Email: qsaidi@ncsi.gov.om 

 

Mohammed ALBosaidi 

Statistican 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Email: mohammedalbosaidi@ncsi.gov.om 

mailto:Alaaddean.Khasawneh@DOS.GOV.JO
mailto:ralsaqoubi@csb.gov.kw
mailto:aalromi@csb.gov.kw
mailto:Liliane_nasr@hotmail.com
mailto:rmoghrabi@protonmail.com
mailto:moad_ma@yahoo.com
mailto:muad_ma@bsc.ly
mailto:y.aitkhellou@hcp.ma
mailto:m.rabya@hcp.ma
mailto:m.ezzraouli@hcp.ma
mailto:l.laabar@hcp.ma
mailto:b.farghsaoui@hcp.ma
mailto:bouchrafari@environnement.gov.ma
mailto:rhandi.oc@gmail.com
mailto:m.maktit@gmail.com
mailto:y.riyami@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:skalbani@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:qsaidi@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:mohammedalbosaidi@ncsi.gov.om
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Oman (continued) 
 
Khamis Alwi 

Statistican 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Email: kalwi@ncsi.gov.om 

 

Abdel Aziz Sinaidi 

Statistican,National Accounts 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Phone: +96899351238 

Email: asinaidi@ncsi.gov.om 

 

Abdulrahman Al-Hinaai 

Head section of Economic Survey 

National Center For Statistic & Information 

Phone: +96824223701 

Email: arahaman@ncsi.gov.om 

 

State of Palestine 
 
Saleh AL-KAFRI 

General director of Economic Statistics 

Palestinian Central Bureau Of Statistics 

Phone: +970599230119 

Email: saleh@pcbs.gov.ps 
 
Rania AbuGhaboush 

Director of Science and Technology Statistics 

department 

Palestinian Central Bureau Of Statistics 

Phone: +972598485393 

Email: mrania@pcbs.gov.ps 
 
Amina KHASIB 

Director of National Accounts 

Palestinian Central Bureau Of Statistics 

Phone: +970599768750 

Email: amina@pcbs.gov.ps 
 
Mohammed Qalalwah 

Palestinian Central Bureau Of Statistics 

Email: mqlalwah@pcbs.gov.ps 
 
Rafea AbuAli 

Palestinian Central Bureau Of Statistics 

Email: rabuali@pcbs.gov.ps 

 

Qatar 
 
Amal Thani 

Head of National Accounts Department 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Phone: +97444958545 

Email: aythani@psa.gov.ps 

Mohammed Almohannadi 

Director of Statistics Department 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Email: mmohannadi@psa.gov.qa 

 

Martin Poveda 

National Accounts Expert 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Phone: +97433753100 

Email: mpoveda@psa.gov.qa 

 

Roqaia Alkurbi 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Email: ralkurbi@psa.gov.qa 

 

Mohammed Alsabbry 

Senior economist 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Phone: +97450727753 

Email: malsabbry@psa.gov.qa 

 

Aicha Mohannadi 

economic development planning researcher 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Phone: +97466456244 

Email: amohannadi@psa.gov.qa 

 

Hanaa Al Shamari 

Planning and Statistics Authority 

Email: rimsh_algala202@hotmail.com 

 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Konrad Pesendorfer 

Director of the General Authority of Statistics 

General Authority of Statistics 

Email: kpesendorfer@stats.gov.sa 

 

Wejdan Alhedyani 

General Authority of Statistics 

Email: WeAlhedyani@stats.gov.sa 

 

Norah Albawardi 

General Authority of Statistics 

 

Sarah Al Dharman 

General Authority of Statistics 

 

Turki Alhazmi 

 

Taghreed Albuqami 

mailto:kalwi@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:asinaidi@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:arahaman@ncsi.gov.om
mailto:saleh@pcbs.gov.ps
mailto:mrania@pcbs.gov.ps
mailto:amina@pcbs.gov.ps
mailto:mqlalwah@pcbs.gov.ps
mailto:rabuali@pcbs.gov.ps
mailto:aythani@psa.gov.ps
mailto:mmohannadi@psa.gov.qa
mailto:mpoveda@psa.gov.qa
mailto:ralkurbi@psa.gov.qa
mailto:malsabbry@psa.gov.qa
mailto:amohannadi@psa.gov.qa
mailto:rimsh_algala202@hotmail.com
mailto:kpesendorfer@stats.gov.sa
mailto:WeAlhedyani@stats.gov.sa


E/ESCWA/C.1/2022/3(Part IV) 

12 

Somalia 

 

Zahir Omar 

Economist 

Somali National Bureau of Statistics 

Phone: +252619600390 

Email: Zahiromer10@gmail.com 

 

Syrian Arab Republic 

 

George Azar 

Director of National Accounts 

Central Bureau of Statistics 

Phone: +963944622939 

Email: gazar58@gmail.com 

 

Tunisia 

 

Amel Ounissi 

Director in National Accounts 

National Institute of Statistics 

Phone: +21697511935 

Email: ounissi.amel@ins.tn 

 

Najet Abid 

Assistant Director 

National Institute of Statistics 

Phone: +216 95689256 

Email: najetabid1978@gmail.com; 

abid.najet@ins.tn 

 

Henda Harrabi 

Director of sectorial   َ Accounts 

National Institute of Statistics 

Phone: +216 96 597 462 

Email: hendadh@yahoo.com;  

 harrabi.henda@ins.tn 

 

Kaouther Chibani 

National Institute of Statistics 

Email: kaoutherchibani@gmail.com 

 

Nasri Mabrouk 

National Institute of Statistics 

Email: nasri.mabrouk@yahoo.fr 

 

Mourad Ouni 

National Institute of Statistics 

Email: ouni.mourad@ins.tn 

 

Turkey 

 

Ahmet Ozturk 

Senior Researcher 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 

Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) 

Phone: (90-533) 658 40 94 

Email: ahmetozturk@sesric.org 

 

Derya BAŞ SONBUL 

expert 

Turkish Statistical Institute 

Phone: +905065641285 

Email: deryabas@tuik.gov.tr 

 

United Arab Emirates 

 

Thuraya ALkharoosi 

Manager of National Account 

Dubai Statistics Center 

Phone: +971508860505 

Email: tskharoosi@dsc.gov.ae 

 

Mousa Alobadah 

lead statistician / economic statistics 

Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Center - 

Dubai 

Phone: +971555585448 

Email: mousa.alobada@fcsc.gov.ae 

 

Mohamed AlSuwaidi 

Head of National Accounts 

Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Center - 

Dubai 

Phone: +971555555236 

Email: mohamed.alyahed@fcsa.gov.ae 

 

Hamda Alblooshi 

Senior Statistician 

Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Center - 

Dubai 

Phone: +971507880600 

Email: hamda.alblooshi@fcsc.gov.ae 

 

Badria Hablail 

Director of economic statistics. 

Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Center - 

Dubai 

Email: badria.abdulla@fcsc.gov.ae 

 

mailto:Zahiromer10@gmail.com
mailto:gazar58@gmail.com
mailto:ounissi.amel@ins.tn
mailto:najetabid1978@gmail.com
mailto:abid.najet@ins.tn
mailto:hendadh@yahoo.com
mailto:harrabi.henda@ins.tn
mailto:kaoutherchibani@gmail.com
mailto:nasri.mabrouk@yahoo.fr
mailto:ouni.mourad@ins.tn
mailto:ahmetozturk@sesric.org
mailto:deryabas@tuik.gov.tr
mailto:tskharoosi@dsc.gov.ae
mailto:mousa.alobada@fcsc.gov.ae
mailto:mohamed.alyahed@fcsa.gov.ae
mailto:hamda.alblooshi@fcsc.gov.ae
mailto:badria.abdulla@fcsc.gov.ae
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United Arab Emirates (continued) 

 

Abdelshafi El Ashmawi 

National Accounts Expert 

Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Center - 

Dubai 

Phone: +971501325780 

Email: AbdElshafi.Elashmawy@fcsc.gov.ae 

 

Najwa Yaacoub 

Executive Director 

RAK Center for Statistics & Studies 

Phone: +971 56 1846257 

Email: najwa.y@css.rak.ae; 

najwa.yaacoub@yahoo.com 

 

Moawiah Alzghoul 

National Account Division 

RAK Center for Statistics & Studies 

Email: moawiah@css.rak.ae 

 

Lui AL-RAWASHDEH 

Economic Statistician 

RAK Center for Statistics & Studies 

Phone: +971508950121 

Email: lui.r@css.rak.ae 

Osama Alzoubi 

Expert - Economic Statistics 

Statistics Center - Abu Dhabi 

Phone: +971506897611 

Email: zoubizoubizoubi@yahoo.com 

 

Yemen 

 

Safa Mautee 

Director General of the Central Statistics 

Organization in Aden 

Central Statistics Organization - Aden 

Phone: +967772777001 

Email: safa.mautee@gmail.com 

 

Khaled Alwan 

Head of Statistical Office, Ta'az 

Central Statistics Organization - Ta'az 

Email: KHALWAN923@Gmail.com 

 

Salem Blym 

Ministry of Planning 

Email: salmblym95@gmail.com 

 

 

B. Organizations 

 

GCC-Stat 

 

Nabil BenShams 

Director General 

GCC-Stat 

Email: bnshms@gccstat.org 

 

Khairallah Almarzoug 

GCC-Stat 

Email: kalmarzoug@gccstat.org 

 

Ahmed Al Farid 

GCCStat 

Email: aalarid@gccstat.org 

 

Tigran Terlemezian 

GCC-Stat 

Email: tterlemezian@gccstat.org 

 

Asiya Ghafri 

Statistician 

GCC-Stat 

Phone: +96897658575 

Email: aalghafri@gccstat.org 

Viet Vu 

independent consultant to GCC 

self-employed 

Phone: +1-646-415-3860 

Email: viet.vuquang@gmail.com 

 

England 

 

Michael Lyon 

Bank of England 

Email: michael.lyon@bankofengland.co.uk 

 

Perry Francis 

Bank of England 

Email: perry.francis@bankofengland.co.uk 

 

OECD 

 

Rodolfo Ostolaza 

Head of Trade Statistics Section, 

Statistics and Data Directorate 

Email: Rodolfo.OSTOLAZA@oecd.org 

mailto:AbdElshafi.Elashmawy@fcsc.gov.ae
mailto:najwa.y@css.rak.ae
mailto:najwa.yaacoub@yahoo.com
mailto:moawiah@css.rak.ae
mailto:lui.r@css.rak.ae
mailto:zoubizoubizoubi@yahoo.com
mailto:safa.mautee@gmail.com
mailto:KHALWAN923@Gmail.com
mailto:salmblym95@gmail.com
mailto:bnshms@gccstat.org
mailto:kalmarzoug@gccstat.org
mailto:aalarid@gccstat.org
mailto:tterlemezian@gccstat.org
mailto:aalghafri@gccstat.org
mailto:viet.vuquang@gmail.com
mailto:michael.lyon@bankofengland.co.uk
mailto:perry.francis@bankofengland.co.uk
mailto:Rodolfo.OSTOLAZA@oecd.org
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ILO 

 

Michael Thye Forsch 

Senior Statistician 

ILO 

Email: frosch@ilo.org 

 

IMF 

 

Malik Bani Hani 

Senior Economist BOP 

IMF 

Email: MBaniHani2@imf.org 

 

Paul Austin 

Senior economist 

IMF Statistics Department 

Email: PAUSTIN@imf.org 

 

World Bank 

 

Eric Metreau 

Senior Economist 

World Bank 

Email: emetreau@worldbank.org 

 

WTO 

 

Barbara D’Andrea Adrian 

Senior Statistician 

WTO 

Email: barbara.dandrea@wto.org 

 

UNCTAD 

 

Torbjorn Fredriksson 

SENIOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 

UNCTAD 

Email: torbjorn.fredriksson@un.org 

 

Scarlett Fondeur Gil 

Economic Affairs Officer 

UNCTAD 

Email: scarlett.fondeurgil@un.org 

 

United Nations Statistics Division 

 

Ivo Havinga 

Assistant Director Economic Statistics 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: havinga@un.org 

 

Herman Smith 

Chief of National Accounts Section 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: smith33@un.org 

 

Michael Stanger 

Inter-Regional Adviser 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: michael.stanger@un.org 

 

Julian Chow 

Statistician 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: chowj@un.org 

 

Benson Sim 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: simb@un.org 

 

Alessandra Alfieri 

Chief of Section 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Email: alfieri@un.org 

 

ESCWA 

 

Juraj Riecan 

Director of Statistics, Information Society, and 

Technology Cluster 

Phone: +96171181525 

Email: riecan@un.org 

 

Wafa Aboulhosn 

Chief of Economic Statistics 

Email: aboulhosn@un.org 

 

Omar Hakouz 

Regional Advisor on National Accounts 

Email: hakouzo@un.org 

 

Mohamad Nawar Al-Awa 

Regional Advisor on Technology 

Email: alawa@un.org 

 

Majed Hamoudeh 

Team leader Trade Statistics 

Email: hamoudeh@un.org 

 

Majed Skaini 

Economic Statistician 

Email: skaini@un.org 

mailto:frosch@ilo.org
mailto:MBaniHani2@imf.org
mailto:PAUSTIN@imf.org
mailto:emetreau@worldbank.org
mailto:barbara.dandrea@wto.org
mailto:torbjorn.fredriksson@un.org
mailto:scarlett.fondeurgil@un.org
mailto:havinga@un.org
mailto:smith33@un.org
mailto:michael.stanger@un.org
mailto:chowj@un.org
mailto:simb@un.org
mailto:alfieri@un.org
mailto:riecan@un.org
mailto:aboulhosn@un.org
mailto:hakouzo@un.org
mailto:alawa@un.org
mailto:hamoudeh@un.org
mailto:skaini@un.org
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ESCWA (continued) 

 

Wassim Hammoud 

Statistics Assistant 

Email: hammoudw@un.org 

 

Roy Doumit 

Statistics Assistant 

Email: doumit@un.org 

Christoph Rouhana 

Email: rouhanac@un.org 

 

Mohammad Hossary 

Email: mohamad.hossary@un.org 

 

Abdallah Chammaa 

Email: abdallah.chammaa@un.org

  

mailto:hammoudw@un.org
mailto:doumit@un.org
mailto:rouhanac@un.org
mailto:mohamad.hossary@un.org
mailto:abdallah.chammaa@un.org
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Annex II 

 

Survey results 

Survey results of the polling questions during the Inception Webinar on the SNA Update. 

Session 1. Overview of the SNA update. 

Q1.1. What would be the main priority or most relevant issues for your country? 

Q1.2. Do you plan to participate in the global consultation? 

Q1.3. Which of the following support can we provide to encourage you to participate? 
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Session 2. Task Teams and Guidance Notes. 

Q2.1. Are any/some of these topics already (being) developed in your country? 

Q2.1.1. If Yes, which ones? 

Q2.2. What topics would you like to be covered in more detail on the next webinar(s)? 
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Session 3. Assessment and Experimental Estimates. 

Q3.1. Do you have development plans that may be used to include some of the new issues to be 

implemented? 

Q3.2. Would you consider volunteering to be part of the early implementation of some GNs 

recommendations as experimental estimates? 

Q3.2.1. If yes, check which ones. 

Q3.3. Would your authorities support those developments? 
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Annex III 

 

Areas of priorities, task teams and timeline 

 مجالات  الأولويات  وفرق العمل  والتوقيت 

Country name   البلد  اسم 
Agency    الجهة 

Themes that came as 

priorities in the polling 

questions during the 

Inception Webinar on the 

SNA update and during the 

TAGES sessions. 

Timeframe 

Interested or 

not in 

joining task 

team 

Yes/No 

Focal point from 

country for the 

task team (expert 

in the field, name 

function and 

contact details). 

Focal point for the 

task team from 

ESCWA and other 

organizations. 

  جاءت  التي المواضيع
  أسئلة  في  كأولويات
  الندوة  خلال   الاستطلاع
  نظام تحديث حول  التأسيسية
  وأثناء  القومية  الحسابات
  الفنية اللجنة جلسات

  للإحصاءات الاستشارية

 .الاقتصادية

 
  الإطار 
 الزمني

  مهتمة الدولة 
  إلى بالانضمام

 العمل   فريق
 نعم/لا

  من  الاتصال مسؤول
  العمل لفريق البلد
  ،المجال في  خبير)

  والوظيفة الاسم
 . الاتصال(  وتفاصيل

  الاتصال مسؤول
  من العمل  لفريق
  والمنظمات   الإسكوا
 . الأخرى 

 

1. Informal/non-observed 

economy. 
2021-2022    

الاقتصاد غير   .1
 .الملحوظ غير /النظامي

2. Digitalization (digital 

SUTs). 
2021-2022    

الرقمنة )جداول العرض   .2
 .والاستخدام الرقمية(

3. Islamic finance and 

national accounts. 
2021-2022    

التمويل الإسلامي   .3
 .والحسابات القومية 

4. Digital trade. 2022-2023    4.  الرقميةالتجارة. 

5. Wellbeing and 

sustainability: income 

distribution and regional 

accounts (result of the 

polling question on areas 

to be covered in next 

webinars and upon 

request from the United 

Arab Emirates). 

2022-2023    

: توزيع  الرفاه والاستدامة  .5
الحسابات  والدخل 

)نتيجة سؤال  الإقليمية 
حول  الاستطلاع  

المجالات التي سيتم  
تغطيتها في الندوات  

   من طلب  ب و المقبلة
الإمارات العربية  

 .المتحدة(
6. Wellbeing and 

sustainability: System of 

Environmental Economic 

Accounting. 

2022-2023    

نظام  الرفاه والاستدامة:  .6
المحاسبة البيئية  

 .الاقتصادية و

Explore the use of 

alternative data sources in all 

the areas such as remote 

sensing, web scraping, 

scanners and other sources. 
2021-2023    

  مصادر  استخدام استكشاف
  جميع في  البديلة البيانات
  الاستشعار مثل المجالات 

  البيانات واستخراج  بعد، عن
  والماسحات  ،الويب من

  من وغيرها ،الضوئية
 المصادر. 
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Annex IV 

 

Work modality for TAGES task teams 

 طريقة عمل أفرقة عمل اللجنة الفنية الاستشارية للإحصاءات الاقتصادية 

1. Establishing task teams to work on three to five 

priority issues identified during the meeting and the 

webinar for one to two years will be accomplished 

according to the following modality. 

  تحديدها تم أولوية ذات  قضايا  5-3 على للعمل  عمل  أفرقة  إنشاء . 1
 تين،وسن   سنة بين تتراوح لمدة   ،التأسيسية والندوة  الاجتماع أثناء
 التالية.  العمل  ةلطريق وفقا   ذلك يتم   أن على

2. ESCWA and the TAGES Chair will propose, within 

two months of the fourth TAGES meeting, terms of 

reference for the task teams with a work plan, clear 

outputs, frequency of meetings and reporting on 

progress. 

  للإحصاءات الاستشارية الفنية اللجنة رئيس  مع الإسكوا، تقترح . 2
  الفنية  للجنة  الرابع الاجتماع من شهرين  غضون في  الاقتصادية،
  عمل،  خطة مع عمل  فريق  لكل  المرجعية  الشروط الاستشارية،
  عن تقرير وإعداد  الاجتماعات، وتواتر واضحة،   ومخرجات

 . المحرز التقد م

3. ESCWA will invite countries to become members of 

the proposed task teams (four to five members( with 

a lead country, ESCWA as secretariat, and in 

collaboration with GCC-Stat, UNSD, IMF/METAC 

and other organizations. 

  العمل أفرقة  في  أعضاء لتصبح الأعضاء الدول الإسكوا  تدعو . 3
  وتضطلع العمل  تقود  دولة مع  أعضاء(، 5 إلى 4)  المقترحة
  لدول الإحصائي المركز مع بالتعاون الأمانة،  بدور الإسكوا
  النقد وصندوق  العربي، الخليج لدول التعاون مجلس 

  والمنظمات  الأوسط، للشرق التقنية المساعدة  الدولي/مركز 
 . الأخرى 

4. Coordinate with other task teams, groups, or 

international organization, or other national 

statistical systems. 

  المنظمات  أو  الأخرى،  المجموعات أو  العمل  ة فرقأ مع التنسيق . 4
 الأخرى.  الوطنية الإحصائية   الأنظمة أو  الدولية،
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Annex V 

 

Evaluation of the meeting 

 

Strongly 

agree/Agree 

Neutral/ 

Do not know 

Meeting content/presentations    

The overall quality of the meeting met my expectations 93% 7% 

The meeting objective (s) was/were achieved 79% 21% 

The meeting combined different presentation methods and examples from the 

region 

86% 14% 

Digital economy and national accounts   

The session was well-facilitated, and purpose and concepts clearly explained 100% 0% 

The session engaged my interest and addressed my needs 100% 0% 

The content of the material was well prepared and included examples 86% 14% 

The presentation style/moderation of the session was interactive and engaging 100% 0% 

Non-observed economy in national accounts   

The session was well-facilitated, and purpose and concepts clearly explained 79% 21% 

The session engaged my interest and addressed my needs 86% 14% 

The content of the material was well prepared and included examples 71% 29% 

The presentation style/moderation of the session was interactive and engaging 86% 14% 

Digital trade measurement, e-commerce, and external trade data sharing   

The session was well-facilitated, and purpose and concepts clearly explained 100% 0% 

The session engaged my interest and addressed my needs 93% 7% 

The content of the material was well prepared and included examples 100% 0% 

The presentation style/moderation of the session was interactive and engaging 93% 7% 

Regional accounts and sustainability   

The session was well-facilitated, and purpose and concepts clearly explained 79% 21% 

The session engaged my interest and addressed my needs 71% 29% 

The content of the material was well prepared and included examples 79% 21% 

The presentation style/moderation of the session was interactive and engaging 86% 14% 

Organization of the meeting   

I received preparatory material for the meeting in a timely manner 93% 7% 

The time allocated for the meeting and each session was appropriate 86% 14% 

The meeting and all sessions were overall well organized and structured 100% 0% 

Do you have any additional comments/suggestions?   

----- 
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